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FOREIGN NOTICES 

Of Grund^s Work on the Moral, Social and Political 

Relations of the Americans* 



" This is a work of much matter, the result of a long residence in 
the country, and a careful observation of its moral and social habits. 
Mr. Qnmd has a|^lied Gkrman intelligence to the investigation of 
America ; and whether the reader agrees with or differs from him in 
his arguments and conclusions, it must be admitted that he has applied 
his mmd vigorously to his subject, and stated his ground with perfect 
fairness." — Literary Gazette. 



" The author must at once be allowed an acquaintance approaching 
familiarity with the matter he handles ; his thoughts on politics are lib- 
eral, just, and comprehensive; he gives the most complete and extended 
view of American character we have ever met with in a single work ; 
and his style is clear and flowing." — Spectator. 



" The work exhibits such an amount of ability, and is written with 
such a familiar knowledge of the subject, that it is entitled to a large 
share of consideration." — Atlas. 



" It is long since we read so satisfactory a work, upon all accounts, as 
the present. It is full of authentic information conveyed in a very 
sensible and agreeable manner. He has succeeded admirably, and nil 
person will arise from the perusal of this work, without feeling that, be- 
sides gaining much useful Knowledge, he has learnt more fairly to es- 
timate the nature and value of the American character." — Morning 
Chronicle J January 20^A, 1837. 



" Our limits bring us to a close ; but we cannot come to that close, 
without again warmly recommending these volumes to our readers. 
Mr. Grund,the author, we add, is a German by birth ; a circumstance 
which enhances the amiable character of mediator, in which he appears 
on this occasion. Nor can we refrain from adverting, even at this 
parting moment, to the beautiful and eloquent eulogiums on Britain, 
with which his volumes are interspersed." — Scotsmo.n. 



" We shall be glad to meet with this writer again : his style is good, and 
his views will always be worth attention." — Examiner, ^ 
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Foreign Mtices of Grund^s Work. 

"A vindication of America and the Americans is now not wanted j 
still it is interesting to hear the results which are derived from the ex. 
perience of one who has not only resided in the country many years 
but who appears exfacie^ by the vigorous and philosophical tone of his» 
observations, to be a competent witness; one who does not see through 
the chiar oscuro of any particular description of political spectacles, 
but who can analyze fairly and impartially those political and moral 
conditions which contribute to the importance of a nation in its foreign 
relations, and are essential to its own internal and domestic happiness. 
The author of these volumes is of this cleiss. He gives a very clear 
and energetic description of the character of the Americans, in all their 
political and social relations, analyzing, as he proceeds, the causes by 
which some of the most prominent features of their characters were 
originally developed and subsequently confirmed. All who have read 
Basil Hall, Hamilton, or amused themselves with the caricatures of 
Mrs. Trolloppe, or with the gossip of Mrs. Butler concerning America, 
should read attentively these volumes by Mr. Grund." 

London Monthly Repository. 

" One of the most ably written books we have had in our hands for a 
long time. The energy of language, strength of reasoning, and origi- 
nality of remarks, by which it is distinguished, entitles it to be ranked 
among the first literary productions of its class of the present day." 

Scotsman, 

"A valuable contribution to our knowledge of America, and an able 
illustration and defence of free institutions." — MoiUUy Review, 



" One of the best books that has yet been written on America ; it is,we 
believe, a faithful and certainly highly interesting description of the 
Americans : we think every person of every party ought to do the Au- 
thor and his work the justice to read the two volumes." — Metropolitan 
ConservaUve JournaZ. 

"A Mr. Grund has executed the task he proposed to himself with singu- 
lar ability, and a thorough knowledge of nis subject." — Dublin Evening 
Post. 

" It is written with great intelligence and vivacity, and in a thoroughly 
liberal spirit." — Examiner, JvZy 26/A, 1837. 

" It is written with much ability, and in a spirit of fairness to which 
we can scarcely point out an exception." — Court Journdl. 

" One exceedingly amusing work." — Sunday T\mes. 

" Though eulogy is the staple commodity of the work, it is the produc- 
tion of a man of sound sense and good education, who has mixed in so- 
ciety, who thinks for himself,, and who, although tender of America, is 
not afraid boldly to attack English prejudices." — Courier , Jan. 24. 
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PREFACE, 



I RESPECTFULLY submit the following work 
to the English public, not as the observa- 
tions of a tourist, but as the result of the ex- 
perience of one who has resided in America 
many years. 

I have anxiously endeavored to give an im- 
partial account of the present condition of 
the United States, and faithfully to deline- 
ate those characteristic features which dis- 
tinguish the Americans from the different 
nations of Europe. Whether I have succeed- 
ed, the public must decide ; of whom I claim 
no other indulgence than that to which I 
may be entitled from the rectitude of my in- 
tentions, and an honest desire to correct pre- 
judices — American or English — and not to 
furnish them with fresh aliment. 



10 PREFACE. 

The Americans have been grossly misrep- 
esented; and this not so much by ascribing 
to them spurious qualities, as by omitting all 
mention of those which entitle them to hon- 
or and respect, and representing the foibles 
of certain classes as weaknesses belonging 
to the nation. 

The object of this publication will be at- 
tained, if it i^erve to inspire the English with 
more just conceptions of American worth, and 
increase the respect and friendship of Amer- 
ica for England. 

Regent Street, London, Dec. 24, 1836. 



Erratum.— Page 80, line 16 from top, for " gratify," read mortify. 
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RELATIONS. 



CHAPTER L 

AMERICAN MANNERS AND SOCIETY. FASHIONABLE COTE- 
RIES. DANDIES. ARISTOCRACY. ITS COMPOSITION AND 

PECULIARITIES. 

There is scarcelj a theme with which English readers 
are more familiar than that of American manners. From 
the grotesque sketches of Mrs. Trollope to the loftj and 
elegant conceptions of Hamilton and Basil Hall, the British 
public have been entertained with the portentous matter of 
an American drawing-room. I maj, perhaps, disappoint 
m J readers by not following the beaten track, so fertile in 
amusement and rare sports ; for I shall neither repeat 
the sill J prating of boys and misses, (which one may hear 
in every country,) nor shall I make those who entertained 
me the subject of scorn and ridicule. — Neither shall I 
write an eulogy ; for, the truth being told, there is enough 
in the moral and social condition of Americans to inter- 
est the general reader. 

By American manners I do not mean those of the fash- 
ionable coteries, nor the peculiar customs of certain dis- 
tricts, to which the refinements of society have, as yet, 
hardly penetrated ; but the general terms on which Amer- 
icans associate with each other, and with strangers. 

2 



14 COMPOSITION OF AMERICAN SOCIETY. 

Society, in America, is couiposed of a great niini'ber of 
heterogeneous elements, and the conventional standard, 
therefore, is less fixed than in any part of Europe. In 
the large towns it consists of persons from all parts of the 
world, with a valuable admixture of "Western," *' South- 
ern," and *' Eastern people ;" which names denote al- 
most as many distinct varieties of the human race. Un- 
der these circumstances, an American drawing-room 
must oflen present anomalies, which, at first, will strike 
an educated Englishman ; but which are hardly ever of- 
fensive, and may always be explained by the moral and 
political condition of the country. 

In the absence of a court, or a powerful aristocracy, 
elegant accomplishments are seldom cultivated with a 
view to ornament society ; and are rather the property of 
a few, whose good fortune it has been to move in the high- 
er circles of Europe, than a general characteristic of a po- 
lite education in America. The Americans have, with 
very few exceptions, no time to cultivate fashionable ele- 
gance, which they consider a mere appendage to civiliza- 
tion ; but they are, notwithstanding, a highly sociable 
people, and, in their own way, both pleasing and instruc- 
tive. 

It has always been the fault of European writers to 
compare American manners, and especially those of the 
coteries styled " aristocratic," to the polished ease of the 
higher classes of Europe. Occasionally they have, in- 
deed, condescended to speak of merchants and manufac- 
turers, whom they have ever found equal to those of Liv- 
erpool and Manchester; but, with a forbearance which 
does credit to their ingenuity, they have not pushed the 
inquiry further, lest the superiority of the laboring class- 
es might have compensated for the inferior accomplish- 
ments of the fashionable circles, and a certain nameless 
class in Europe altogether lacked its term of comparison 
in the United States. They seem to have been aware of 
the fact, that America is really what Hamilton calls the 
city of Philadelphia — mediocre par excellence ; her politic- 
al institutions depriving her of the splendor of a throne — 
the focus of polite society in Europe ; but, at the same 
time, saving her from the pernicious influence of an idle 
and turbulent mob — the destruction of public morality 
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and virtue. The manners of Americans, therefore, are 
as far removed from the elegance of courts, as they are 
from the boorishnessof the lower classes in Europe ; and, 
perhaps, equally free from the vices of both. The tnie 
manners of a people do not ^how themselves in the 
drawing-room — hs hommes du salon se ressemblent partout ; 
but in the common transactions of public and private 
life; and it is, therefore, neither good sense nor justice to 
select a particular class, and in a peculiar situation, for 
the term of comparison with Europe. 

In order to understand the customs and manners of 
Americans, we must trace them to their origin ; when we 
shall find that most of what is valuable and substantial in 
their character is inherited from the English ; but that, at 
the same time, many of their foibles may be traced to the 
same source, and especially those for which they are 
most censured by the English. 

I shall not here stop to apologise for my belief that the 
manners and morals of the English (and there is an inti- 
mate connection between them,) are 'essentially superior 
to those of the people on the Continent. There may be 
less pliableness in the address and carriage of an English- 
man ; but there is something in the composition of his 
character which is sure to command respect; there is that 
dignity which is incompatible with low cunning or con- 
ceit, and leaiSt capable of stooping to a wilful falsehood. 
This character, in all its severity, and enforced by the 
most solemn injunctions of religion, has been transplanted 
to the shores of the new world, to lay the foundation of 
what are now called American manners and morals. 
New England, of all the colonies, has had the greatest in- 
fluence on the establishment of national customs, as apart 
of her sturdy population has been always emigrating 
westward, to renew and perpetuate the principles which 
gave rise to the settlement of Plymouth. But the people 
of New England were English, and are so now, in their 
feelings and sentiments : to the English, therefore, must 
be attributed most of the peculiarities for which they are 
condemned, as, indeed, most of the virtues for which they 
are celebrated. 

This does not seem to have been taken sufficiently into 
consideration by any English traveller whose work has* 
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gone forth to enlighten the public. It is truly surprising 
how certain pictures of American manners could have 
eontributed so much to the diversion of English readers, 
:^hen we reflect on the fact that they were drawn from a 
class of society which has no particular claim to refine- 
inent in any country, and which, in Europe, presents the 
Bjame mixture of vice and folly as in America, without, 
perhaps, some of its redeeming virtues. It remains to be 
explained why the fair author should have exposed herself 
to the expense and inconvenience of a long voyage, when 
jibe might have found sufficient matter for her book at 
home. What absurd caricatures of English manners and 
customs are not daily drawn by French and German sat- 
irists, without derogating one iota from the dignity of 
English society, of which most of them have nearly as 
correct a knowledge, from personal observation, as the 
author of " Domestic Manners " has of the better circles 
in the United States. Peculiarities and anomalies will al- 
ways exist in every country; but their number must nat- 
urally be greater in one whose boundless territory is di- 
vided into almost as many difierent states as there are 
counties in England. The peculiar features of a coun- 
try, the physical distinction of its soil and climate, the 
principal occupation of its inhabitants, &c., imprint each 
a distinct character on the people, which it is difficult to 
efface, even by the means of education. What difference 
does not, in this respect, exist between a North-Briton 
and an inhabitant of the Isle of Wight ; or between the 
latter and a native of Yorkshire? And how preposterous 
would not be the idea of publishing either of these char- 
acters as correct specimens of the English ? 

Another remarkable trait of English travellers in the 
United States consists in their proneness to find the same 
faults with Americans which the people on the continent 
of Europe are apt to find with themselves. Thus, it has 
been remarked that Americans are much given to extol- 
ling the excellence of their own institutions, whether civil 
or political, and to undervalue those of foreign countries. 
This is precisely the complaint about the English, by their 
continental neighbors, the French and the Germans. If 
we were to investigate the matter, we should And the 
cause to be perfectly analogous in both countries : a cer« 
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tain satisfaction that they are themselves belonging to 
that glorious community whose achievements, in the field 
and at home, have "astonished the world." 

Some apology may, irideed, be offered for this patriotic 
weakness, when we reflect on the actual superiority of 
British institutions, and especially on the immense influ- 
ence they have had on the civilization and happiness of 
the human race. But all the causes of British pride are 
equally operating on Americans. They are of the same 
origin ; all the glory attached to the British name is that 
of theif ancestors ; and they have themselves had an hon- 
orable share in its acquisition. Their fathers were the 
bold settlers who first transplanted British laws and Brit- 
ish genius to a new world, to perpetuate them to the end 
of time. But they have improved upon them ; they 
have opened God's temples to all his worshippers; and, 
perhaps, for the first time on earth, raised the standard 
of equal liberty and justice. They have rallied round 
this standard to wage war against the most powerful na- 
tion in Europe — and they were not conquered. A second 
time they were arrayed in battle against England, and n 
second time they proved themselves not inferior to their 
proud progenitors. Are these no causes for national van- 
ity 1 And is this vanity not the highest encomium which 
they can possibly bestow on the English ? Do not the 
English furnish the standard of American pride — the 
character to which they will not acknowledge themselves 
inferior? When did any one hear the Americans draw 
envious comparisons between themselves and other na- 
tions, save the English ? And what, after all, is this pride 
or conceit but English, strengthened and improved by the 
republican institutions of America ? Is it not natural for 
men to be proud of belonging to a nation in proportion as 
they have a share in its government t Is there, in this 
respect, no difference between a British peer and a com- 
moner ! Is it, then, a wonder that the Americans should 
esteem others in proportion to the franchise they have ac- 
quired; and that as born legislators they should car^y 
their heads sometimes higher than is consonant with the 
English idea of politeness 1 

A second not less striking characteristic of American 
tnanners is a degree of seriousness, which, at first, might 

2* 
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almost be taken for want of sociability. An American is^ 
almost from his cradle, brought up to reflect on his condi- 
tion, and, from the time he is able to act, employed with 
the means of improving it. If he be rich, and have con- 
sequently a larger stake in the public weal, then every 
new law, every change of election (and there are many 
in the course of a year,) will make him reflect on the fu- 
ture: if he be poor, every change may ofler him an op- 
portunity to improve his circumstances. He is ever^ 
watchful, ever on the alert, not as most Europeans, as a 
mere spectator, but as one of the actors^ engaged in main- 
taining or reforming the existing state of aflairs. Some- 
thing like it may, at times, be felt in England, and per- 
haps even in France ; but this cannot be compared to the 
effects of universal suffrage in America. 

The whole niass of the population is constantly agita- 
ted ; an expression of public opinion is constantly de- 
manded, constantly hoped for, constantly dreaded. There 
is no man so rich or powerful but can be made to quail 
under its influence ; nor any one ^o humble, in whom it 
may not raise hopes of success and preferment. It is an 
all-powerful organ of public justice, sparing none, from 
the president down to the most obscure citizen ; elevat- 
ing, humbling, or annihilating whatever it meets in its 
progress, if justly the object of its reproach. 

This state of incessant excitement gives to the Ameri- 
cans an air of busy inquietude, for which they have often 
been pitied by Europeans ; but which, in fact, constitutes 
their principal happiness. The Americans have no time 
to be unhappy — and this is saying much in favor of their 
government. The duties of republicans are more ardu- 
ous than those of men living under any other form of 
government; but then their performance is pleasing and 
satisfactory ; because it is connected with consciousness 
of power. No American would exchange his task for 
the comparative peace and quiet of Europe ; because, in 
the words of Franklin, •* he would be unwilling to pay 
too dear for the whistle." He find^his solace and quie- 
tude at home ; abroad he is '* up and doing." Peace 
there would be death to him. He would not, for the world, 
exchange his political activity for the speculative inertness 
of the Germans ; the glorious privilege of having himself. 
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a share in the government of his country, for the ^^dolce 
far niente*^ of the Italians; the busy stir of an election, 
for the idiot noise of a Vienna prado. Let those, who are 
so prodigal of their compassion for the melancholy rest- 
lessness of Americans, but remember the painful stupor 
which befel the Romans af^er the overthrow of the repub- 
lic, when, all at once, released from their active duties of 
citizens, they found in " tranquillity " the principal pun- 
ishment of their abandonment of virtue. 

In proportion as the liberties of a people are enlarged, 
and their franchise extended, they must necessarily be- 
come more active and serious. For an illustration we 
need only compare the character of the French, since the 
revolution of July, with that which they possessed under 
the old Bourbon dynasty, previous to the revolution of 
1789.. How much gaiety and outward politeness is there 
not missing; but how much understanding and rational 
liberty gained ? What difference is there not between 
the buffoonery of ** merry England," under the reign of 
Queen Elizabeth, and the sober, demure composition of 
John Bull since the acquisition of the habeas corpus^ and 
the revolution ? And yet what unbiassed individual, in 
either country, would wish back '* the good old times," 
or deny that the condition of the people has been materi- 
ally improved by the change? Well, then, the Ameri- 
cans are, in common with the English, a more sober, 
calm, and reflecting people than, perhaps, any other in 
the world ; and, for this very reason, able to bear a larger 
proportion of rational liberty. 

The influence of this character on the sociable circles 
of America is undoubtedly felt; but not in the manner 
generally described by Europeans. Thus, for instance, 
it does not destroy the spirit of hospitality, for which the 
Americans were always distinguished, although it has but 
too often been ill requited; it does not prevent them from 
receiving their friends in a cordial manner, or enjoying 
their own domestic fireside: but, being always accustom- 
ed to thought and reflection, their minds are, perhaps, 
too fraught with the events of the day and the apprehen- 
sions of the future, to preserve throughout that fashion- 
able indifference on all topics, which can neither affect 
nor cheer any of the company present, and which, for 
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that very reason^ is considered essential to good manners 
in Europe. Their sentiments are oflen expressed with 
warmth bordering on enthusiasm, and require, therefore, 
a greater degree of attention and sympathy on the part 
of their audience, than Europeans of rank are willing to 
bestow on ordinary subjects of conversation. On this 
account, American society is sometimes fatiguing; and 
the complaint has often been made by foreigners, that it 
requires a certain preparation in order to understand or 
enjoy it. Its demands on a stranger are more numerous 
than is always agreeable ; and if he be a man of talent 
or reputation, he is expected to show off and entertain 
the company. The Americans, on such occasions, are 
always willing tx) listen, to learn, and, perhaps, to ques- 
tion ; but Europeans are not always ready to teach or to 
answer, and still less disposed to receive instruction from 
their entertainers. In this manner, society proves often 
a task to men of consideration and learning, instead of 
offering them a convenient respite, as in Europe. 

The most bitter reproach, however, which has ever 
been heaped upon American^ manners, is their unhallow- 
ed custom of talking about trade and traffic.^ This, dur- 
ing a period of more than fourteen years, I confess not 
to have remarked half as often as Hamilton, and never, 
except from one man of business to another. I rather 
think an honorable exception, was made in his favor, in 
order to acquaint him the better with American affairs, 
on which they knew he was about to write a book ; little 
suspecting that subjects so intrinsically mean, as mere 
trade and commerce, must necessarily be beneath the no- 
tice of an author. The Americans, I admit; show, on all 
such occasions, a morbid solicitude to forestall the good 
opinions of their guests ; and would, perhaps, succeed 
better if they were more careless and reserved. Notwith- 
standing all this, we have his own acknowledgment as to 
the new ideas he acquired in this manner, which is at least 
a proof that American society was not without the means 
of improving his stock of information.* 

* " Since my arrival," says Mr. Hamilton, " I have received much 
involuntary instruction in the prices of com, cotton, and tobacco. My 
stock of information as to bantruptcies is very respectable ; and if the 
manufacturers of Glasgow and Paisley knew* only half as well as I do 
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IMITATION OF EUROPEAN MANNERS. ^1 

The Americans have also been reproached with an al- 
most slavish imitation of European manners ; which, 
amongst the wealthier classes at least, is said to exist in a 
degree bordering on the ludicrous, This is decidedly the 
greatest and most merited charge that can be brought 
against them and that noble spirit of independence for 
which thej are, in other respects, remarkable. 

Every nation has an indisputable r'ly^ht to fix its own 
conventional standard, which must be based on its history 
and the general habits of the people, resulting from the 
climate, soil, and the political institutions of the country. 
No native of Russia would judge a West Indian by the 
conventional standard of Petersburg ; nor would an Eng^ 
lishman govern his conduct by the rules of etiquette of 
Rome or Naples. What, in a mercantile community, 
might be perfectly just and proper, would, under a mili- 
tary government, be considered in a very different light; 
and the ceremony of a Turkish divan would ill suit the 
council chaipber of the King of England. The Ameri- 
cans alone seem to have given up the privilege of estab- 
lishing conventional rules of their own ; and thus, with 
a singular complaisance, judge the manners of every for- 
eigner, and suffer their own to be judged, by the standard 
of another country. The consequence of this want of 
independence is felt in tlie arrogance and presumption 
with which even the meanest and most ignorant of Euro- 
peans passes sentence on American manners, whenever 
they disagree with his own ; and in his unrestrained con- 
tempt for those whom he sees anxiously striving to imi- 
tate what a European valet or a footman is infinitely 
more successful in accomplishing; whilst their laws, their 
political institutions, and the industrious habits of the 
people, are in open contradiction with the frivolities of 
mere fashionable life. How often have I not, myself, 
seen Europeans curl their lips at the apparent plainness 
of Americans, who were, in every respect, their superiors, 
save in the cut of the coat and the felicitous adaptation 

how thoroughly the new market is glutted with their goods, they as- 
suredly would send out no more on speculation." 

If the learned author bad gathered more such, " respectable" infor- 
mation, he would, at least, have made his work more useful to his 
country; 
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. of a coxcomb's bow ; and, what is worse, beheld these 
/ sentiments approved by some American exquisite, who 
/ had just returned home, fraught with the follies of all 
i countries^ but seemingly light of the good sense of his own. 
The attempt to create fashionable and aristocratic dis- 
tinctions, will, in America, never be crowned with success; 
The reason is apparent. Every species of aristocracy 
must be based on wealth and power, and contain, within 
itself, the principle of perpetuity. Without these requi- 
sites their Superiority will never be acknowledged, nor 
will they have the means of enforcing it. There exists, 
in the large cities of America, certain coteries, composed 
principally of wealthy families ; but their wealth is not 
permanent, and they are perfectly powerless when op- 
posed to the great mass of the people. Not more than 
one fourth of all the men who possess property in the 
United States have inherited it ; the rest have acquired it 
by their own industry. Scarcely one fourth, therefore, 
could have been brought up in the elegancies of fashiona- 
ble' life ; the remainder are recruits and stragglers. But, 
in the total absefice of monopolies, and with the immense 
resources of the country, the road to fortune is open to 
all; while those who possess property may lose it, and 
must, at any rate, ultimately divide it equally amongst 
their children. The elements of American coteries are, 
therefore, constantly varying; but every new change 
brings them nearer to a level with the people. 

The abrogation of primogeniture, in America, has done 
more towards egugd i zjnp^ condit ions than t he spirit of ex- 
clusiveness wilTeyer^b e ab le to overc onae ; afislocfatic 
pretensions may exist ; nSTt they will alw'ays remain impo- 
tent, and die with the respective pretenders. The ab- 
sence of primogeniture acts as a constant moderator in 
society, humbling the rich and elevating the poor. It 
obliges the sons of the wealthy to join personal applica- 
tion to an honest inheritance, and elevates the hopes of 
the lower classes with the e'xpectance of future prosperity. 
It is thus the strongest pillar of democracy in the consti- 
tution of nearly every State of the Union. 

No aristocracy can exist or maintain itself without 
property. The nobility df France hud virtually ceased to 
exist long before the hereditary peerage was abolished; 
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while the patronage of the English Mrould alone be suffi- 
cient to establish a power which would make itself felt, 
even if the House of Lords were reformed. There are 
even those * who believe that in the latter case its power, 
instead of being confined to its usual channel, would ex- ' 
tend itself over every department of state, and absorb, for 
a time at least, the main interests of the country. The 
American aristocracy, on the contrary, possess neither 
hereditary wealth nor privileges, nor the power of direct- 
ing the lower classes. The prosperity of the country is 
too general to reduce any portion of the people to the ab- 
ject condition of ministers to the passions and appetites 
of the rich. It is even gold which destroys the worship i 
of the golden calf ' 

But how can it be possible for the American aristocra- 
cy to lay claims to. superior distinctions, when the people 
ure constantly reminded, by words and actions, that they 
are the legislators, that the fee^simple is in ihemj and that 
they possess the invaluable privilege of calling to office 
mei! of their own choice and principles ? Are not the 
American people called upon to pass sentence on every 
individual whose ambition may prompt him to seek dis- 
tinction and honor at their hands ? And what is not 
done to conciliate the good will and favor of the people 1 
Are they not constantly flattered, courted, and caressed 
by that very aristocracy which, if it truly existed, would ' 
spurn equality with the people 1 Is the judgment of the 
' people, expressed by the ballot-box, not appealed to as 
the ultimate decision of every argument and contest ^' 
Aristocracy, if it shall deserve that name, must not only 
be based on the vain pretensions of certain classes, but 
on its public acknowledgment by law, and the common 
consent of others. This, however, is not the work of a 
generation, and requires an historical connexion with the 
origin and progress of a country. 

Why, then, should the Americans recognise a superior 
class of society, if that class be neither acknowledged by 
law nor possessed of power ? How shall they be brought 
to worship those from whom they are accustomed to 
receive homage 1 — who are either men of their own elec- 
tion, and consequently of their own making, or the de- 

• Heine. 
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feated and unhappy victims of their displeasure ? The 
aristocracy of America may claim genius, and talent, and 
superiority, and they may be ambitious ; but it is an 
" ambition of so airy and light a quality that it is but a 
shadow's shadow " — a sort of fata morgana reflected from 
beyond the waters, whose baseless fabric can neither ex- 
cite apprehension, nor arrest the progress of democracy. 
Coteries there always were, and always will be, in large 

. cities ; but they need not necessarily be connected with 
power. '■ In America, moreover, they exist, principally, 
^' among the ladies ; there being, as yet, but few gentlemen 
to be called *' of leisure,'' or exclusively devoted to socie- 
ty. The country is yet too young, and offers too large a 
field for the spirit of enterprise and business, to leave to 
the fashionable drawing-rooms other devotees than young 
misses and elegants of from fourteen to twenty years of 
age. That such companies may, nevertheless, have their 
attractions, no one can reasonably doubt; but they are not 

rcomposed of elements capable of changing the manners 

) and customs of the country ; and, as long as their compo- 
.sition does not materiaUy alter, must remain deprived of 

. that influence which the higher circles in Europe are wont 
to exercise over all classes of society. 

The manners of republicans must necessarily be mord 
nearly on a level with each other than those of a people 
living under a monarchical government. There are no 
uobles to vie with the spjendbr of the throne ; no com- 
moners to outdo the nobility. The dignified simplicity of 
the American President and all high functionaries of state 
is little calculated to furnish patterns of expensive fash- 
ions ; and, were all Americans, in this respect, exact im- 
itators of the amiable plainness of General Jackson, their 
manners would soon cease to be an object of satire to 
English tourists. They would then present dignity with- 
out ornament, candor without loquacity, loftiness of mind 
unmingled with contempt for others. Europeans would 
then visit the United States, not to ridicule American 
manners, but for the purpose of studying them ; and, per- 
haps, carry home the useful conviction, that though 
republics are no fit schools for courtiers, they may, nev- 
ertheless, abound in good sense, agreeable address, and 
genuine cordiality of manners. 
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WheD I said that the manners of republicans must be 
more nearly on a le^ei with each other than those of a 
people living under a different form of government, I was 
far from conceiving it in the sordid sense in which it has 
often been applied to Americans. The tendency of Amer- 
ican democracy is not to debase the wealthy in mind or 
fortune, but to raise the inferior classes to a moral eleva- 
tion, where they need no longer be degraded and despis- 
ed. It is not a drawback on individual distinction or 
merit, — which, on the contrary, it encourages more than 
any other government — but it is a great safeguard against 
the total abjectedness of the lower classes. • The seeming 
equality of conditions in America is not effected by with- 
holding certain privileges from th« educated and wealthy, 
but by extending them to the middle, and even inferior or- 
ders of society. 

The man of education, or of fortune, is respected in 
America as in Europe ; but the deference paid to his per- 
son is untinged with the humiliating consciousness of be- 
ing incapable ever to attain to the same distinctions. 
There is nothing in the institutions of America to dero- 
gate from the dignity of gentlemen ; they simply prevent 
a certain class from enjoying that title to the prejudice 
and exclusion of all the rest? They are not unjust to the 
rich and the learned because they are more just to the 
poor ; they do not prevent good breeding or good man- 
ners, but, on the contrary, spread them amongst a 
larger number of people. But there are men who can-j 
not enjoy wealth unless they know that others are poor ; ! 
who value knowledge only in proportion as it gives them \ 
power over their fellow-creatures; who could not relish | 
venison unless they knew a half-starved population was \ 
dying for the want of bread. Such men have repeatedly 
visited the United States, and were, of course, much an- 
noyed with the vulgar plenty of the land, and the desire 
of every American to be considered ** a gentleman." It 
was this feature of democracy which they described as 
begetting low breeding, because it is apt to make Amer- 
icans wanting in that- outward respect, which a certain 
class of men is always sure to meet with in Europe. But 
deference for the just claims of others need not necessa- 
rily be accompanied by marks of humiliating self-denial ; 

3 
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and it is, perhaps, better that the whole distinction should 
be dropped, than that the inferiority should exist in the 
degree indicated by the outward forms of civility. 

But to judge of the manners of a people, one must have 
been a resident amonst them, and not a ipere tourist. 
From the writings of Basil Hall and Hamilton, it is evi- 
dent that neither of these gentlemen became acquainted 
with any but the fashionable coteries of the great cities; 
and that the manners of the people^ and especially those 
of the respectable middle classes, escaped altogether their 
immediate attention. What they say of them in their re- 
spective works is not the result of personal observation, 
but rathpr the stale reiteration of some evening's conver- 
sation, colored by the partisan spirit of politics and relir 
gion. Mrs. Trollope, on the contrary, was hardly, known 
in fashionable society, and only saw the western part of 
the country, yet ; notwithstanding aH this, her book is 
clever, and has that superiority over the productions of 
her masculine competitors which a caricature, ever so 
badly drawn, has over a portrait destitute of resemblance. 

V t The most remarkable characteristic of Americans is 
the uncommon degree of intelligence which prervades all 
classes. I do not here speak of the higher branches of 
learning which, in the language of Europe, constitute 

! scholarship ; but of the great mass of usefbl knowledge 

I calculated to benefit and improve the condition of man- 
kind. It, is this latter knowledge for which the. Ameri- 
cans are distinguished, and for the attainment of which 
they have, perfaap|L made better provision than any other 
nation in the world^ This is as it should be. No democ- 
racy can exist for any length of time without the means 
of education being widely diffused throughout the country ; 
but it is certainly not to be expected that republicans 
should tax themselves, in order to gratify certain elegant 
tastes which are of no immediate benefit to the public. 
The study of the higher branches of science, and the 
cultivation of the fine arts, find their principal reward in 
the pleasure arising from the pursuit, and require seldom 
the assistance of the law to be called into active exist- 
ence. Wherever this is done, the people have to bear 
the expense of it, without receiving the gratification. The 
Americans are yet occupied with what is necessary and 
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useful, and are, therefore, obliged to leave the higher ac- 
complishments to the protection of individual munificence. 
But let any one cast his eye on the sums annually expend- 
ed for the establishment and support of common schools 
and colleges, and he will, at once, be convinced of the 
liberality of Americans in the cause of education ; al- 
though no allowances are, as yet, made for professorships 
of heraldry, or the discovery of a north-west passage. I 
shall not, here, discuss the matter any further, as I intend 
to recur to it in another place ; but I would ask what in- 
fluence the higher branches of learning have on the social 
intercourse of a people, or the manners of society in gen- 
eral 1 What fashionable company in England was ever 
graced or edified by the conversation of Sir Isaac New- 
ton? What select circle in Germany ever enjoyed and 
delighted in the ' philosophical researches of Kant and 
Leibnitz? Men of letters, and more especially, profi* 
dents in science, are rarely welcome guests at a party ; 
and, in Germany, they have been- uniformly banished to 
the universities. Neither the arts nor the sciences have, 
till lately, received particular encouragement from the 
German courts ; and it was with great justice Schiller 
could say of .Frederic the Great that the German muse 
was banished from his court ; * and yet, at that very peri- 
od, the most effectual measures were taken, by men of 
letters themselves, to ensure the progress and indepen- 
dence of German literature. 

But * the remark that men of letters do not hold a dis- 
tinguished rank in American society is totally false and 
unfounded. There is, perhaps, no society to which learn- 

* Von dem grossten Deulschen Sohne, 
Von des grossen Friedrichs Throne 

Gien^ sie schutzlos ungeehrt. 
Rahmlich darls der Deutsche sagen, 
Hoher darf das Herz ihm -schlagen : 

Selbst erschuf er sich den Werth. 

Schiller's German Mu^se. 

From the greatest German son, 
From great Fred'rick's noble throne, 
" Unprotected went she forth. 
Proudly may the German speak it ; 
Lioudly may his heart repeat it: 
He himself achieved his wortji. 
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ing furnishes a better introduction ; and 1 am quite cer- 
tain that some of the gentlemen who have lately visited 
the United States '* for the laudable purpose of informa- 
tion," owe their friendly reception there more to their 
high reputation as scholars^ than to any rank they may 
hold in the army or navy. Scholarship, in America, 
is, indeed, not so common as it is in Europe ; but the in- 
dividuals who are able to lay claims to it, are sure of 
meeting with the acknowledgment due to their merits, 
and a certain acquaintance with the elements of science 
is an almost indispensable requisite for admission into 
good company. . The conversation of Americans turns, 
generally, more on scientific subjects than would be be- 
lieved by Europeans, and differs, in this respect, widely, 
frem the insipid common-place of the fashionable circles 
of Europe.* There is hardly a branch of learning which, 
at some time or other, is not introduced into their collo- 
quies, and there are few scholars in America who would 
be denied the privilege of expressing their opinions on a 
favorite topic, or whose conversation would not be listen- 
ed to with increased interest and pleasure. To this may 
be added the proneness of Americans to argue, which, 
though it may not always correspond to the European idea 
of good manners, lends, nevertheless, to conversation a 
zest of which it would otherwise be deprived. 

Society, in^ali countries, gains more from the amount 
of floating intellect, and the capacity of all its members 
to join in conversation, than from the amount of knowl- 
edge treasured up in the minds of individuals. This prin- 
ciple applies most happily to the social condition of the 
United States; for it would be difficult to And a country 
where information is more generally diffused, or the peo- 

* I write this at Munich, a city which has been much and justly ex- 
tolled on account of its liberal institutions, and whose progress in the 
sciences and the fine arts has occupied a large space in the " Foreign 
Cluarterly." The King of Bavaria is himself a poet and an artist; 
and possesses the most perfect judgment of every tning relating to the 
arts. But, notwithstanding this noble example of the long himself, and 
his liberal and munificent encouragement of learning, there are but 
two scientific gentlemen — Mr. T** and Mr. S** — who can boast of 
being freely a£nitted into the highest circles : but as the usual topics 
of conversation do not often allow them to display their acquirements, 
they are merely pointed out to strangers somewhat in the same manner 
as tne giraffe or the elephant in the zoological gardens. 
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pie of all classes more capable of expressing their ideas 
with clearness and precision. A certain directness of 
thought and expression may, indeed, be considered a na- 
tional peculiarity of Americans, and contributes certainly 
much to their apparent plainness of manners. Mere fash- 
ionable elegance passes with them for little or nothing ; 
but in no country are power of reasoning, force of argu- 
ment, and acuteness of observation at a greater premium. 
Good sense is the ruling element of society, as it is the 
main-spring of all their public actions ; ahd the country 
at large is much a gainer in the result. Mannerism is 
hardly ever cultivated to the prejudice of the more sub- 
stantial acquirements, as the conventions of society ofifer 
but little or no protection to the ignorance or pretensions 
of impostors; and I cannot imagine any circumstances 
more capable of exhibiting an idiot in trouble than an 
empty-headed coxcomb in company with rational Ameri- 
cans. Fashionables and exquisites there are in the large 
cities of the United States as in Europe ; but they are 
certainly less the object of envy or admiration, and are 
almost exclusively in favor with the young misses of the 
boarding-schools. Their bright career commences and 
finishes with the lights of the drawing-rooms, and their 
otily chance of distinxstion is at a waltz or a quadrille. 
But, once entrapped by some fair enchantress, they quick- 
ly turn their attention to objects more useful and profit- 
able. The prospect of supporting a wife and family be- 
comes then the all-engrdssing object of their thoughts and 
reflections ; and it is by no means unfrequent, to see an 
American, at the age of twenty-one, settle down into a 
sober husband and father of a family. I have hardly ever 
known an American fashionable, who was not a minor; 
but I have never seen one at the bar, or on change. 

With all the mis^rtunes which the abolition of primo- 
geniture may have entailed on America,* it certainly has 
done much towards establishing permanent habits of in- 
dustry ; and as long as these last, buffoons and coxcombs 
must certainly despair of success. 

To sum up the argument. — Whatever advantages, with 

* The learned author of " Men and Manners " ascribes the tetaZ ab- 
sence of the higher eleganciies of life in America to the abolition of 
primogeniture. 

3* 
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regard to elegance and external accomplishments, Euro- 
peans of rank and fashion may possess over the great 
majority of Americans, the balance of common sense, 
general information, and high moral rectitude, may, never- 
theless, incline in favor of the. latter. /American society 
offers, as yet, but few attractions to th<^ man of the world ; 
but it has wherewith to satisfy the heart and the under- 
standing of the follower of nature : it does not command 
the luxuries of the aristocratic coteries of Europe ; but it 
abounds in comforts and rational enjoyments : its general 
ton and etiquette may fall short of the expectations of a 
courtier; but it is inferior to none — and perhaps unri- 
valled — in simplicity and cordiality of manners. 
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CHAPTER II. 



AMERICAN LADIES. SANCTITY OF MARRIAGES. DOMES- 
TIC HABITS. • — AVERSION TO PUBLIC AMUSEMENTS. — 
CHURCHES. -^- INFLUENCE OF THE WANT OP A CHURCH 
ESTABLISHMENT. KEEPING OP THE SABBATH. 

Having thus far expressed my opinion of American 
society in general, I may, perhaps, be permitted to offer 
a few remarks on the women.. I am fully aware of the 
delicacy of the subject, and the difficulty of the task ; but, 
haying once undertaken it, I shall offer the result of my 
observations, notwithstanding the failures in comparison, 
and the errors in judgment, of which I may have been 
guilty. ' . 

The forms of American ladies are generally distin- 
guished by great symmetry and fineness of proportion ; 
but their frames and constitutions seem to be less vigorous 
than those of the ladies of almost any country in Europe. 
Their complexions, which, to the South, incline towards 
the Spanish, are, to the North, remarkably fair and bloom- 
ing, and, while young, by far the greater portion of them 
are decidedly handsome. A marked expression of intel- 
ligence, and a certain indescribable air of languor — 
probably the result of the climate — lend td their counte- 
nances a peculiar charm, to which it would be difficult to 
find a parallel in Europe. An American lady, in her 
teens, is, perhaps, the most sylph-like creature on earth. 
Her limbs are exquisitely wrought, her motions light and 
graceful, and her whole carriage at once easy and digni- 
fiedi But these beauties, it is painful to say, are doomed 
to an early decay. At the period of twenty-four a certain 
want of fulness in her proportions is already perceptible ; 
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and, once passed the age of thirty, the whole fabric goes 
seemingly into decay. As the principal cause of this ^ud- 
den decline,- some allege the climate; but I ascribe it 
more willingly to the great assiduity with which American 
ladies discharge their duties as motiiers. No sooner are 
they married than they begin to lead a life of comparative 
seclusion ; and (Snce mothers, they are actually buried to 
the world. At the period of ushering their children into 
society they appear, indeed, once more as respectable 
matrons ; but they are then only the silent witnesses of 
the triumph of their daughters. An American mother is 
the nurse, tutor, friend and counsellor of her children. 
Nearly the whole business of education devolves upon 
her, and the task is, in many instances, beyond her physi- 
cal ability 7 Thus it is customary with many ladies in 
New England not only to hear their children recite the 
lessons assigned to them at school, but actually to ex- 
pound them, and to assist them in the solution of arith- 
metical and algebraic problems. There are married 
ladies who apply themselves seriously to the' study of 
mathematics and the classics, for no oth^r purpose than 
forwarding the education of their children; and I have 
known young men who have entered college with no 
other instruction, in any of the preparatory departments, 
than what they received from their mothers. But this 
continued application to the most arduous duties, the in- 
creasing care and anxiety for the progress and welfare of 
their children, and the consequent unreasonable confine- 
ment to the house and the nursery, undermine constitu- 
tions, already by nature sufficiently delicate ; and it is 
thus, by the sacrifice of health and beauty, that American 
ladies pay to their offspring the sacred tribute of maternal 
affection. No human being can ever requite the tender 
cares of a mother ; but it appears to me that the Ameri- 
cans have, in this respect, obligations immeasurably 
greater than those of the inhabitants of any other country. 
But there is one perfection in ladies — sometimes the 
first to attract our notice, and the last to vanish when 
every other beauty has faded and departed -^ which con- 
sists in delicate feet and ankles. The idea is taken from 
Goethe's celebrated novel ** Die Wahlverwandtschaften," 
and would have hardly found its introduction here, were 
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I Aot backed by the all-powerful authority of the immor- 
tal poet, who, at the same time, was the most accomplished 
artist. Well then, this perfection is one, of which Amer- 
ican ladies can certainly boast, and which they possess 
even in a higher degree than the French, though they 
take infinitely less pains to obtrude it on the notice of 
strangers. I would recomrnend this to the attention of 
certain tourists who have much expatiated on the forms 
and features of American ladies, and profess to be/* com- 
petent judges of female beauty.'* 

With regard to education, American ladies resemble 
the English, which is, probably, the highest encomium 
which can be bestowed on their good sense and manners. 
If I judge right, there ts, in this respect, less distinction 
between an English and American lady than between an 
English and American gentleman. Differences in poli- 
tics, occupation, &c., must necessarily draw stronger 
lines of demarcation between men than the more limited 
sphere of action can possibly create between woman ; but 
the distinction must become small, indeed, where the ed- 
ucation of the latter rests upon one and the same basis, 
f^he principles of revealed religion and a sound moral 
philosophy constitute, in America as in England, the 
foundation of all female instruction ; and it is (with the ex- 
ception of the fashionable circles) a rare case, in either 
oountry, to see the mere agrements de societe preferred to 
the more substantial acquirements which qualify ladies 
for their future stations as .wives and mothers. Female 
dignity is ever more the result of character and principle 
than of mere outward grace and refinement ; and I can- 
not, in this respect, imagine the women of any country 
superior to the English or American/) In the United 
States, where there are no classes of society debased in 
the estimation of the people, and, consequently, none de- 
graded in their own, this distinction extends even to per- 
sons in the humblest walks of life, and is there productive 
of a species of pride, which Europeans have often mis- 
taken for presumption; but which, in fact, arises from a 
consciousness of moral worth and unexceptionable beha- 
vior, which can lay a just claim to our consideration 
wherever we find it. I have seen nothing among the 
lower classes of Europe at all to be compared to it ; i^nd 
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it has certainly given me the highest opinion of the 
general moralitj of female republicans. 

In point of fashionable accomplishment, American 
ladies are, perhaps, inferior to those of Europe ^ but the 
elements of an English, and even classical, education are 
in no country more widely diffused. In addition to Latin 
and Greek, a young miss of respectable parents is expect- 
ed to become versed in the elements of chemistry, miner- 
alogy* botany, natural philosophy, algebra, geometry, and 
astronomy, to which the more gifted add even Hebrew 
and the higher branches of mathematics. In the pursuit 
of these studies, they are generally allowed to spend quite 
as much time, and even more, than the young men at 
► V college ; and it cannot, therefore, be surprising if the 
balance of general information should^ in the United 
States, incline in favor of the women. J There are few 
scientific topics of conversation on which an American 
lady would' not be ready to join; and there are certainly 
less of English reading which are not more or less 
familiar to the wives and daughters of respectable trades- 
people. Music and drawing are, in America, less cul- 
tivated than they are in France or Germany ; but there 
is quite as much parlor-amusements as in England, and 
certainly no lack of the graceful accomplishment of danc- 
.J' ing. One deficiency, however, I cannot refrain from 
1^ mentioning, which consists in the imperfect acquirement 
of modern languages. This, I think, must be the fault of 
the instructors, who are in the. habit of teaching French 
or Italian in the same manner as the classics, troubling 
themselves little about accent or emphasis, and still less 
about the familiar idioms of the language. The conse- 
quence is, that many American ladies are well able to 
read French, Italian, and German, and to understand 
and appreciate even the literature of these languages; 
but there are comparatively few who can speak either of 
them with purity or elegance. Great improvements, 
however, are daily making in the American system of 
instruction ; and it is, therefore, to be hoped that this de- 
fect will soon yield to the efforts of more experienced 
teachers. 

What I have above remarked in reference to scientific 
acquirements, applies more particularly to the ladies of 
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New England, of whom it is said that they are always 
infused <<with a slight tinge of the blue." Whether this 
be true or not^ I am unable to judge ; but I am quite cer- 
tain that there are few ladies, in anj country, whose 
company and conversation are more agreeable and en- 
couraging to men of letters. The society of Boston, 
especially, is distinguished for its unusual number of 
clever women, and a certain literary taste is perhaps on 
this account diffused e?en amongst the merchants. The 
influence of this intellectual refinement is strikingly visi- 
ble in the manners of the Bostonians, and has created an 
honorable distinction in favor of their city, which, by the 
common consent of Americans, is called the Athens of 
the United States. ■*'^" 

The ladies of Philadelphia, and the south generally, r. 

possess other advantages not less conspicuous and attrac- 
tive. Theirs is the province of the graces and the fine 
arts. I can. safely affirni^ that I have heard as good 
amtiteur concerts in Charleston and Philadelphia as in 
any part of France or Gerjnany ; and I am, certainly, 
not disposed to undervalue, in this respect, the claims of 
my native country. Drawing and painting are also much 
more cultivated than they are to the north ; and foreign 
languages, especially French and Spanish, are spoken 
with greater fluency. Their manners are more distin* 
guished for grace and elegance, and their personal ^ 
attractions are in England known by the appellation of -^^ 
*' American beauty.'' But all these accomplishments do 
not prevent them from discharging their duties as wives 
and mothers ; and it is quite an erroneous notion, though 
sufficiently prevalent in the Northern States, that the 
ladies of the south are deficient in their domestic arrange- 
ments, or negligent in the education of their children. 
The case is indeed quite the reverse. The household of 
a southern planter is generally quite as well arranged as 
that of a farmer to the north ; though it is infinitely more 
complicate, on account of the slaves. In case of sickness, 
even among the negroes, or any other domestic calamity, 
the energy and patience of the southern ladies are, severe- 
ly taxed; and, as for the instruction of children, the task 
devolves almost entirely on them ; few good schools or 
seminaries of learning being comparatively at the com- 
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mand of the parents, and among these, hardly any for the 
education of daughters. 

It has, sometimes, been remarked that American ladies, 
though usually fine and agreeable, are not always replete 
with imagination. It is not long since I heard his Royal 
Highness the duke of* * , remark that heiiad seen many 
American ladies at his mother's court ; but that, to him^ 
they were like a gallery of statues. The prince made 
some other very witty remarks on America, the precise 
meaning of which I was unable to comprehend, and con- 
cluded by comparing'the western world to a woman, (he 
propably meant a young and a bearing one,) while Europe 
was to him the strong and lordly man of creation. I took 
the liberty to reply that young women were frequently 
more vigorous and powerful than old men, especially when 
the limbs of the latter afforded already specimens of mor- 
bid anatomy, which, of course, I could not be supposed to 
apply to the duke's own dominions. There could be 
nothing offensive in his sarcasm on American ladies, as 
it was generally whispered in society that the duke^s indis^ 
cretions had rendered his admiration of women somewkai 
more than suspicious. 

There is, in the great majority of American ladief, 
that calm subjection of passion and temper, which they 
deem indispensable to female dignity or grace ; but it 
does not follow that, on this account, they must be devoid 
of imagination and feeling. Their eyes are, perhaps, 
less expressive of what, in Italy, would be called passion ; 
but they are beaming with intelligence and kindness ; 
and the great number of Europeans annually married in 
the United States, proves at least, that they are capable 
of kindling love and permanent attachment. But the 
strongest argument in favor of their sentiments is the 
almost universal practice of marrying "for love," to 
which only few of the fashionable coteries in the large 
cities seem to make an exception. The influence of this 
moral habit, based, as it is, on the salutary principle of 
a free choice, manifests itself powerfully in the rapid 
progress of population, and perhaps also in the substance 
and composition of the American people. 

As regards the morality and virtue of American ladies, 
it will suffice to say that they are not inferior to the 
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JSngltsh, who are universallj acknowledged to be tha 
best wives aod mothers in Europe. The slightest sus- 
picion against the character of a lady, is, in America, as 
in England, sufficient to exclude her from society ; but, 
in America, public opinion is equally severe on men, 
and this is certainly a considerable improvement. Ac- 
cordingly, there is no country in which scandal, even 
amongst the most fashionable circles, is so rare as in the 
United States, or where the term " intrigue " is less known 
and unclerstood. I shall always remember the observa- 
tion of a French gentleman, who could find nothing to 
interest him in American society, because "it precluded 
the very idea of a liaisonJ*^ ** JIA,'* exclaimed he, ** c'csf 
le paradis des maris ! " 

Thus far, I have spoken of the manners of Americans 
in general ; much, however, remains yet to be said of 
their peculiar domestic habits. 

The houses of the wealthier classes resemble those of 
the gentry in England, aud are wanting in nothing which 
can materially contiibuteto comfort. Some of the higher 
elegancies of life, are, indeed, confined to a few imitators 
of European fashions ; but there is a sufficiency of all 
that is essential and needful. No ostentatious attempt is 
ever made to display either fortune or riches ; but^ on 
the contrary, every thing avoided, which, being contrary 
to republican plainness, might offend, or unnecessarily 
attract the attention of the people. Furniture, dress, 
carriages, &c. are all of the simpjest construction ; and 
the oldest and most aristocratic families, set, in this re- 
spect, the example to the moro recently promoted fashion- 
ables.J Whatever political reason there may exist for the 
prevalence of this taste, it is, nevertheless, a good one, 
and being shared by the great majority of the nation, 
impresses a peculiar character of simplicity on the do- 
mestic life of Americans. It is impossible for an Euro- 
pean to live for any length of time in the United States, 
without being constantly reminded, in town or in the 
country, at home or abroad, that he is living in a republic, 
and that the sovereign power of that republic is solely 
vested in the majority ; for, whatever is capable of ex- 
citing envy or jealousy by too glaring a distinction from 
the inferior classes, is condemned by public opinion, andf 

4 



88 HABITS or rttE laaorino classes. 

Oti that account, fitudioasTy ayoided by persons of all 
ranks of society. But then the great prosperity of the 
country Enables even the laboring classes to enjoy com- 
forts inuch beyond the reach of superior orders in Europe ; 
and prevents the scale from becoming too low. 
rOn entering the house of a respectable mechanic, in 
any of the large cities of the United States, one cannot 
but be astonished at the apparent neatness and comfort of 
the apartments, the large airy parlors, the nice carpets 
and milhogany furniture, and the tolerable good library, 
showing the inmates' acquaintance with the standard 
works of English literature. These are advantages 
which but few individuals of the same class enjoy, by 
way of distinction, in Europe ; but which, in America, 
are within the reasonable hopes and expectations of 
almost all the inferior classe^ What powerful stimulus 
is not this to industry ? WKai premium on sobriety and 
unexceptionable conduct ? A certain degree of respec- 
tability is, in all countries, attached to property, and is, 
perhaps, one of the principal reasons why riches are cov- 
eted. A poor man has certainly more temptations, and 
requires more virtue to withstand them, than one who is 
in tolerable circumstances. The motives of the rich are 
hacdly ever questioiled, while the poor are but too often 
objects of distrust and suspicion. Pauper ubique jacet' 

The laboring classes in America are really less remov- 
ed from the wealthy merchants and professional men than 
they are in any part of Europe ; and the term " mob," 
with which th/B lower classes in England are honored, 
does not apply to any portion of the American commu- 
nity. With greater ease and comfort in his domestic 
arrangements, the laboring American acquires also the 
necessary leisure and disposition for reading ; his circle 
of ideas becomes enlarged, and he is rendered more ca- 
pable of appreciating the advantages of the political 
institutions of his countr^ Both thought and reflection 
may be crushed by excessive labor, and the lofty aspir- 
ings of the mind enslaved by the cravings of the body. 
Liberty, without promoting the material interests of man, 
is a thing altogether beyond the comprehension of the 
multitude; and there are tnany who, had they attained 
it| would, like the Israelites of old, wish themselves back 
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to their flesh-pots. I know not whether it is quest of lib- 
erty or property which causes Europeans to emigrate to 
America, but I am satisfied that there is an intimate con- 
nection between the two, and a constant reaction of one 
upon the other. 

An excellent habit of the Americans, which is an in- 
calculable promoter of domestic happiness, consists in 
their passing all the time which is not required for active 
business at home or in the circle of their acquaintance. 
To this custom must be ascribed the unusual number of 
happy marriages in the United States, which is the cor- 
ner-stoneof the high morality of the country. Public 
houses, in America, are almost wholly frequented by trav- 
ellers ; and the practice has recently been introduced into 
many of them not to sell wine or liquor of any descrip- 
tion, except to boarders. 

rBut there is one deficiency in the general routine of 
pleasure in the United States, which, is particularly op- 
pressive to the laboring classes, and consists in the almost 
total absence of public gardens or pleasure-grounds in 
the large cities. \ There is nothing more favorable to a 
community of feeling, and a certain momentary oblivion 
of all ranks and distinctions, which attaches us more 
warmly to our kind, than public places of rendezvous, 
frequented by all classes of society, and enjoyed alike by 
all. \ In Europe, nearly every large city is adorned witn 
them ; and in Germany, every hamlet ; but in America, 
they seem to be opposed to the domestic habits of the 
people.) New York has something in the shape of a pub- 
lic garden, in the establishment of Niblo's, and the battery. 
But there is, generally, an admission fee to both ; and 
neither one nor the other is large enough to contain a 
considerable portion of the whole population of the city. 
The battery, especially, can only be frequented in the 
evening, there being neither trees nor shrubs to afford the 
least shelter against the sun, though the place itself, from 
its elevation, commands a most beautiful view of the har- 
bor. Boston, alon^, of all the cities in the United Sta|e«, 
has a large public mall ; but even this (the munificent gift 
of an individual) is but little frequented, though the 
scenery around it is highly picturesque, and the walks 
themselves shaded by a most superb doul^Ie row of ohest* 
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nuts. There seems to be no want of disposition, on the 
part of the Boston ians generally, to profit by these ad- 
vantages ; but unfortunately the taste of the fashionable 
society has pronounced a verdict against it, and avoids 
most carefully being mixed and confounded with the mul- 
titude. 

This morbid sensitiveness, on the part of the higher 
classes, arises, unquestionably, from the total absence of 
any exterior distinction between themselves and the low- 
er orders, which could point them out as objects of par- 
ticular respect and reverence ; but I must greatly mis- 
take the general character of Americans if I am not right 
in the conjecture, that a greater degree of condescension 
in the learned and wealthy could hardly fail of meeting 
with a proper acknowledgment on the part of the people ; 
while, on the contrary, too great a reserve in the former 
must necessarily deprive them of a portion of that power 
and influence which they would, otherwise, be sure to 
possess. If the American people are guilty of any fault, 
it is certainly not ingratitude. Whoever has observed 
their conduct at public meetings, in presence of their fa- 
vorite speakers and representatives, can testify to the ub* 
feigned respect and uncommon propriety of manner with 
which they are wont to meet those whose stations and 
acquirements are really superior to their own. Nothing 
can be more pusillanimous than the fear of being con- 
founded with the vulgar ; and it is certainly the worst ar- 
gument, in favor of real or assumed superiority, to dread 
the contact of those whom we affect to despise. May a 
more Christian and charitable feeling soon take the place 
of this mawkish resuscitation of aristocratic pride, which 
would befit certain orders in Europe infinitely better than 
the even-born citizens of a republic. 

The style of buildings in America is chiefly English, 
with some slight variation in New York and Philadel- 
phia ; but, to the south, the houses are adapted to the cli- 
mate, and of an architecture somewhat resembling the 
Spanish. The parlors are usually on the ground-floor, 
(in all the new houses they are on the first floor,) and 
communicate with each other by folding-doors: the 
story immediately above contains the chambers and the 
Qlirsery, and the third and fourth floors are occupied by 
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the remainder of the family and the servants. Nearljr 
all the houses of the wealthier citizens contain a number 
of spare rooms, reserved for the accommodation of guests 
from the country ; and the same kind hospitality is fre- 
quently tendered to strangers. Most of the modern hous- 
es are of brick or stone, and generally from three to four 
stories high ; the Americans showing great fondness for 
Jarge and spacious dwellings, and the ground in the cities 
being already too dear to allow them to expatiate much 
in area. The exterior of the buildings is less marked by 
style or elegance than the interior is clean and comfort- 
able ; and the custom prevails, as in England, for each 
family to occupy a house of its own. The principal or- 
nament consists in a sort of portico of various dimen^ 
sions and orders, and a flight of steps leading up to the 
entrance. In Boston and New York, these steps are 
commonly of sandstone or granite (a species of sienite ;) 
but, in Philadelphia, they are of beautiful white marble, 
which, by daily ablution, is kept as clean as the floor of 
the parlors, and contributes much to the neat appearance 
of the streets. 

The residence of a planter, in the southern states, is 
altogether adapted to the climate ; the rooms having as 
many windows as practicable, and a large covered piazza, 
resting on wooden or stone pillars, extending the whole 
front of the building. This piazza is sometimes carried 
all round the house^ and composed of as many stories as 
the building itself. Its effect on the eye is far from disa- 
greeable, and its practical advantage in affording shelter 
against the sun and the dew of those climates, makes it & 
pleasant retreat for all the members of the family. 

The streets of the large cities are well paved or mac- 
adamised, and the side-walks, commonly of brick or of 
flag-stone, elevated, as in England, to protect the people 
against horses and vehicles. In Boston and Philadelphia, 
they are kept exceedingly clean ; but in New York, with 
the exception of Broadway, the principal street, they oft- 
en contain, wherewithal to feed multitudes of those gen- 
tle creatures " that plow not, nor obey thy call." The 
continued bustle and stir of business in New York seems 
to preclude the possibility of sweeping and cleansing 
them ; and it may, therefore, be considered a happy cir- 

4» 
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cumstance, that a set of scavengers should have been 
found willing to do the needful from sheer inclination; 
and ready, at any time, to pay with their own flesh and 
blood for whatever advantages they may thus be suffered 
to enjoy. 

It must not be inferred, however, that the part inhabited 
by the more wealthy inhabitants (which is now the West 
end of the town, and bids fair to rival, at some future day, 
the most fashionable parts of London,) are in the same 
filthy state. There all is neatness and cleanliness. The 
streets are daily swept and sprinkled with water; the side- 
walks are kept clean ; the porticos of the houses are of 
marble or sienite ; in short, that part is superior in style 
and elegance to anything exhibited in other cities of the 
United States. 

Neither is the vicinity of the dwellings of the lowest 
classes more disgusting and mean than some of the dirty 
lanes of London or Southwark, and certainly far superi- 
or to the wretched hovels of the poor in Dublin. When*- 
ever the Americans speak of the poor, the term is used 
merely in contradistinction to the rich, but never denotes 
that abject order of human beings, who, in the larger cap- 
itals of Europe^ offend and disgust the eye with scenes of 
the most abandoned wretchedness. How long this state 
of prosperity is to last, it is difficult at present to foretell, 
but as long as any portion of the Western territory re- 
mains to be settled, no period can be assigned to its dura- 
tion. 

At the beginning of this work I proposed to myself not 
%o give descriptions of inanimate objects, further than 
might be necessary to illustrate the manners of the peo- 
ple. Whether works of architecture come under this 
head or not, I am unable to decide ; but I think it not in- 
eonsistent with the general plan of this work to offer a 
few remarks on American churches. The greater num- 
ber of these» when compared to the wealth of their re- 
spective congregations, are decidedly mean, both in their 
exterior and interior appearance ; and there exists, in 
this respect, an infinitely greater disparity* between them 
and the houses of worship in Europe, than between the 
dwellings of the rich and the palaces of European princ- 
es. \ If republicans are at all permitted to display spleor 
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dor and magnificenee, without offending the pride of their 
fellow-citizens^ it is certainly in the edifices of public 
worship, and in the halls of their legislative assemblies. 
With regard to the latter, the Americans possess, already, 
a proud raonamentof national grandeur. Thecapitolat 
Washington, situated on an eminence commanding an 
unobstructed view of many miles in circumference, is an 
fedifice of the most imposing structure and proportions; 
and, from its very position, incredibly superior to any of 
the public palaces in Europe. The interior, too, corres- 
ponds well with the dignity of the design ; but the most 
sublime effect is produced by its standing high, free, and 
alone, as the institutions it guards in its bosom ; over- 
shadowing hills aud valleys, and rivers of the mighty land 
over which it exerts the benign influence of law and jus- 
tice. 

But, proud as the Americans may be of their halls of 
congress, they have not, as yet, a single place of worship 
at all to be compared to the finer churches in Europe, 
where they might render thanks to the Omnipotent Bein^ 
for the unexampled happiness and prosperity with which 
he has blessed their country. Some not altogether unsuc- 
cessful attempts have been made in Boston and Balti- 
more, at what might be called a cathedral ; but neither 
the size nor the order, nor even the materials, are resem- 
bling those of the nobler specimens of Gothic architec- 
ture in Europe.* - — 

Our feelings and emotions are always tinged with the 
reflections from the objects around us; and I cannot, 
therefore, divest myself of the opinion that a superior 
style of architecture in an edifice of public worship may 
materially assist the imagination, and enable the mind to 
turn from mere wordly objects to the contemplation of 
heaven and the adoration of God. I have known persons 
who could never pray so fervently as when encompassed 
by the sombre vaults of a gothic cathedral, and I have, 
myself, experienced the same feelings on similar occa- 
sions. 

But, in addition to the deficiency in style and ornament 

* Trinity Church, in Boston, is a building of pure taste and uniform 
architecture; and the cathedral at Baltimore enjoys the reputation of 
being the finest church in the country. 
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there exists, in America, an almost universal practice of 
building churches, or at least the steeples, of wood, to 
which are frequently given the most grotesque figures, 

Sartaking of all orders of architecture, from the time of 
Foah to the present day. There is scarce an excuse for 
this corruption of taste, except the cheapness of the ma- 
terial, which may recommend the custom in practice. A 
church ought to be the symbol of immutability and eter- 
nity, the attributes of the Infinite Being ; but nothing 
can be more averse to either, than its construction of so 
frail a material as wood. An imitation of stone-work is 
still more objectionable, as it appears like an attempt at 
deceit — a sort of architectural counterfeiting, least par- 
donable in a house of prayer. Such an edifice seems to 
be unworthy, of its noble purpose— a sordid mockery of 
grandeur, which, without elevating the mind, represents 
to it only the melancholy picture of human frailties. 

Yet the Americans are not deficient in liberality to- 
wards their clergymen, whose pecuniary compensation 
is certainly generous, when compared with the moderate 
salaries of the first ofi^cers of state, and enables them, 
generally, to live in houses much more tastefully built, 
and better furnished within, than those in which they de- 
liver their sermons. 

This is again republican, and shows the Americans to 
be much more attached to substance than to forms. The 
most essential part of divine service is assuredly perform- 
ed by the clergyman, whose example and admonitions 
have a more salutary influence on the general morals of 
his congregation, than the most gorgeous cathedral, or 
the most moving cantahile of Haydn. Yet the latter have 
their advantages too, which, no doubt, will, at some future 
day, be duly appreciated in America as in Europe. In 
the Western States, where new settlements are daily form- 
ing, it would be absurd to erect buildings, the use of 
which would be reserved for the third or fourth genera- 
tion. The principal object, there, must necessarily be 
immediate usefulness ; and it is certainly better for the 
people to worship in a wooden church than to have no 
church at all. 

Another cause, operating against the erecting of costly 
churches in the United States, is the absence of a power- 
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M hierarchj; Churches in America are built when th^ 
are wanted, or whenever a congregation is sufficiently no* 
merous and able to pay a preacher. With them the cler- 
gjman must be of more importance than the church, in 
the building of which they voluntarily tax themselves, 
without having recourse to the pecuniary assistance of 
others. This will always keep the church poor; but I 
doubt whether the practice, while it lasts, does not actu- 
ally benefit the people. I am convinced there is as good 
preaching in the United States, and quite as fervent too, 
as in any country with a church establishment. 

Setting aside the injustice (of which Americans at least 
are fully persuaded) of taxing people of a different be- 
lief with the support of an establishment in which they 
have no stake or interest, there is, in an hierarchy, that 
which makes its members indolent and lazy. A person 
provided for, cannot, by the rules of common sense, be 
supposed to work as hard as one who has to exert himself 
for a living, or whose services are remunerated in propor- 
tion to their merit and usefulness. ^ An hierarchy, from 
its superior organization and discipline, may have its po~ 
Utical advantages under peculiar forms of government ; 
but I cannot see any spiritual benefit accruing from it to 
the people. Every member of a hierarchy is necessarily 
more interested in the continuance of the establishment, 
than in the discharge of his duties toward the people. He 
is paid by the establishment, of which he is either a func- 
tionary or a pensioner, and is as much concerned in it« 
welfare as a British mariner in the safety and endurance 
of Greenwich Hospital, or a clerk in the solvency of his 
employers. In America, every clergyman maybe said to 
da business on his own account, and under his own firm. 
He, alone, is responsible for any deficiency in the dis- 
charge of his office, as h&is alone entitled to all the credit 
due to his exertions. He always acts as principal, and 
is, therefore, more anxious, and will make greater efforts 
to obtain popularity, than one who serves for wages. The 
actual stock in any one of those firms is, of course, less 
than the immense capital of the Church of England; 
but the aggregate amount of business transacted by them 
jointly, may, nevertheless, be greater in the United States. 
The subordinate member of a hierarchy does not act on 
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his own responsibility ; he merely discharges the obli^-. 
tions enjoined by his superiors. It is to them he must: 
look for advancement, as a soldier looks for promotion 
to his commanding officers ; and a fault of discipline ia 
more severely reprimanded than an actual injustice to- 
wards a different order. Like the soldier, he has frequent- 
ly an interest different from that of the people ; and, 
like him, he is ready to turn his weapons against them 
whenever the establishment itself is in danger. A church- 
establishment resembles always, more or less, a standing: 
army. It is strong, endurable, and disciplined, but a se-. 
vere tax upon the people, and nearly as dangerous an in- 
strument for their subjugation. 

The situation of an American clergyman is usually 
comfortable; but there are no church-livings as in £ng« 
land ; no rich prelates, or other high dignitaries, sufficient- 
ly wealthy to employ large sums in the building of church- 
es. Every preacher is paid by his congregation ; and. 
there is, consequently, no accumulation of wealth on the 
part of the clergymen, nor proportionate poverty on the' 
part of those who employ them. The conditions of the 
different members of the clergy are, as nearly as possible*, 
on a level with each other and those of the private citi- 
zens — no distinction being claimed, save that which ia 
based on superior talent and application^^ Hence the 
American churches resemble each other as the dwelling- 
houses. They are built for use, not for ornament ; and 
are neither calculated to attract particular attention, nor 
to embellish or adorn the cities. 

But what they lack in quality is more than compensat- 
ed by increase of numbers ; and in this consists the ad- 
vantage of the system. There is no village in the United 
States without its church, no denomination of Christians 
in any city without its house of prayer, no congregation- 
in any of the new settlements without the spiritual con- 
solation of a pastor. Religious instruction is obtained 
every where, at a comparatively cheap r'ate, without di-r 
rectly taxing the people ; and the enormous sums which 
would be required for the maintenance of an established 
church circulate freely in commerce and manufactures, 
and contribute to the general prosperity of the country. 

Before I leave this subject, I ought, perhaps, to say a 
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few words on the observation of the sabbath. Nouniver* 
sal practice exists, in this respect, in the United States ; 
the Northern and Western States following the example 
of England, or rather of Scotland, whilst the extreme 
soiith are yet adhering to their original French manner of 
considering Sunday as a day of amusement.* A sabbath 
in New England is peculiarly impressire and solemn, but 
at the same time, so cheering, that I do not remember 
having spent, in Europe, a day half so satisfactorily. It 
is only by contrast that the real merit of religious insti- 
tutions may be duly appreciated ; and especially those of 
the Americans. 

The sabbath was instituted for the poor. As the gos- 
pel was preached to them in order to direct their hearts 
to heaven, as the period of their sufferings and the reward 
of their toils, so the keeping of the sabbath was to alle- 
viate their bodily hardships below ; once a week, at least, 
the rich are to render thanks to the Almighty for the kind 
dispensation of His providence ; but, on that day, the 
poor also are to rejoice in a partial ei^emption from labor, 
and even the beasts of the field are tc^ be reclaimed from 
the yoke of their owners. It is the d^y on which all na- 
ture is to sanctify the Lord by the universal happiness of 
His creatures. I have always looked upon the sabbath 
as the most democratic feature in the whole Christian re- 
ligion. On the sabbath all aristocratic distinctions of 
rank and fortune are to be forgotten. The powerful are 
to be humbled before the Lord, and the meanest of man- 
kind exalted to a momentary equality with the highest of 
their fellow beings, by worshipping the Father of all, in 
the common capacity of His children. 

" The sabbath was made for man, and not man for the 
sabbath." Mark ii. 27. 

As a religions and political institution, it is alike une- 
qualled in church or state ; and, on this account, the Amer- 
icans, and especially the people of New England, have, at 
an early period, directed to it the whole wisdom of their 
legislation. 

• A notion is sufficiently prevalent in England that the Catholics 
alone indalge in amusements on the sabbath ; but the Protestant parts 
of Germany, and many of Switzerland, have adopted the same prac- 
tice. 
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It has been the established maxim of the '* Pilgrim fa^ 
tbers " that the principles and doctrines of revealed reli** 
gion constitute the broadest and safest basis of every ra^ 
tional system of liberty. No sooner, therefore, had they 
organised themselves into a political community than they 
enacted a series of laws for the strict observation of the 
Babbath ; and although many of them were not marked 
by the spirit of liberality of the present age, they were, 
nevertheless, of incalculable advantage in practice ; and 
did more for the preservation of the infant colony than 
any other provision which, at that time, they could have 
made for that purpose.* The religious principles incul- 
t^ated at the solemn meetings of the people on that day, 
created a unity of faith and sentiment, which gave their 
deliberations and actions that singleness of purpose, which 
alone enabled them to triumph over all obstacles which 
the soil and the climate had placed in the way of their 
progress. 

It cannot be objected that other religious institutions, 
besides the sabbath, might have been capable of produc- 
ing the same salutary effect ; or that religion might have 
been taught and practised at all times, without appoint^ 
ing a particular day for that purpose. An observance 
generally enjoined is more apt to be neglected and forgot 
ten than one commanded at specified periods. A duty 
which we are required to perform at a certain time is always 
more impressive than one to which we are rendered familiar 

• Amongst the earliest laws for the observation of the sabbath were 
these: 

" Whoever profaneth the sabbath after admonition, pays, for the first 
offence, 5s. ; for the second, 10s. ; and to be bound over to the County 
Court for the third. Governors of youth under seven years, to suffer 
for them. 

"Drinking and sp<irting on Saturdays^ after sunset, pays 5s.; persons 
refusing to pay, must sxmer corporeal punishment as the Court deter- 
mines. 

" No work to be done on the sabbath, on penalty of 10s. for the first of- 
fence, to be doubled for every following one. 

" To travel to a meeting, not allowed by law, is a profanation of the 
sabbath. 

" Whoever sells drink to a person, except to a stranger, in time of a 
lecture, pays 5s. 

"Constables may 5eorcA for offenders on the Lord's dayj they forfeit 
10B.for any neglect." 

Neal's MsCory of New EngUmd^ London^ 1720. 
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by daily usage. No legislator would entrust the safety of 
a state to the habit of its representatives to assemble for 
the purpose of enacting laws ; but would specify the pe* 
riod on which they are to discharge their duty without 
fail. Besides, it is impossible to make laws capable of 
embracing generalities, or of binding men to certain unto 
versal principles of morality and religion. If a law be 
not enacted for a specific purpose, which it is distinctly to 
state, with all its bearings on those whom it is to guide, 
no true obedience to it can be enforced ; and it can only 
serve to bring the Legislator into contempt. A law, 
recommending, in general terms, the principles of the 
Christian religion, would be of little more force than one 
enjoining all men to be good, or to abstain from evil. We 
are to know in what religion consists, and by what exter^ 
nal evidence we are to judge of its being practised. No 
testimony can, in this respect, be more solemn and uni- 
versal than an act of public worship ; and nothing more 
satisfactory than a repetition of it at stated periods. For 
this reason, it has been the practice of all nations to fix 
upon certain times for the exercise of their religious rites, 
which were considered as national distinctions, and as so 
many means of instilling patriotism and virtue. The his- 
tory of every country is intimately connected with that of 
its religious progress ; and it is a fact not less remarkable 
than instructive, that the period of the greatest religious 
devotion of q people is always coeval with its heroic age. 
The sabbath of the Jews was long the rallying point of. 
their relision, under the banners of which they accom- 
plished all their victories, and which, while they kept it 
unsullied, protected them against every assailing power. 
With the early Christians, the observation of the Lord's 
day was scarcely of less moment, and became subsequent- 
ly one of the characterising distinctions of the different 
sects. Each denomination of Christians celebrated it ac- 
cording to their peculiar form of worship, and availed it- 
self of its recurrence as a means of propagating their doc- 
trines and principles. The observation of the sabbath be- 
came associated and identified with the religion to which 
it gave support, and contributed powerfully to the forma- 
tion of the Christian character. 

When the dissenters became the object of the most un- 
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relenting persecution in England, the sabbat'h became the 
day of their spiritual comfort. On that day they gather- 
ed strength to bear the sufferings to which they were ex- 
posed, and fortified themselTes against the trials which 
awaited them in the future. This is the reason why, im- 
mediately af^er having effected a settlement in America, 
for the free exercise of their religious woriship, they turn- 
ed their attention to the strict observation of the sabbath. 
On the Lord's day the whole of their little community was 
assembled to implore the blessings of Providence on their 
infant state, alike struggling against famine and the cru- 
elty of the Indians. With them, it was, at once, a reli- 
gious, political, and social institution, creative of a kind 
of patriarchal feeling for which their descendants are yet 
remarkable. It is to this feeling I would allude, in speak- 
ing of a New England sabbath; 

Much of the original severity of religious discipline haSf 
indeed, yielded to sentiments of greater liberality and for- 
bearance ; enough, however, is yet remaining to reflect 
the customs and habits of the first settlers. The sabbath 
is no longer a day of mere ** humiliation and prayer, " but 
also of** thanksgiving and rejoicing ;'' yet partaking of all 
the gravity which distinguishes the character of the New 
Englander. Whatever change the feelings of the people 
may have undergone, the external forms of worship are 
still preserved, and give to the whole a solemn dignity, 
which cannot but increase their respect for public wor- 
ship. 

Sunday is ushered in by a universal stillness on the 
evening of Saturday. The theatres are closed ; the 
sound of music and of revel is alike hushed; and the mem- 
bers of the different families assemble and fill up the pe- 
riod of cessation from labor with cheerful and friendly 
conversation. Strangers are not usually admitted to those 
circles ; but those who are, will leave them with feelings 
of reverence. I was neither born in New England, nor liv- 
ed there at a very early period of my life ; but I can easily 
conceive them to beget a strong attachment to home, and 
to fill the mind with reminiscences which, wherever a 
New Englander may wander, will associate the idea of 
the sabbath with the happiest dreams of his childhood. 
On Sunday itself, the quiet and stillness of the eve contin- 
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ue till after the evening lecture, when a certain portion 
of the people relax from the severity of religious perform- 
ances, by joining a small party of friends and relatives, 
similar to that in which other families indulge on the 
evening of Saturday.* These retmtons are far from being 
marked by noise and merriment. No music or song is 
heard, save the sacred composition of the German mas- 
ters, and the ruling character of the whole is happiness 
and peace. 

In the other cities of the United States, the Lord's day 
is observed as in England. The shops are closed ; the 
chiming of bells invites to fore and afternoon service ; the 
people are moving to church to worship God, each ac- 
cording to the dictates of his own conscience ; in short, 
every thing indicates the worship of pious Christians : but 
the pecular spirit of peace of a New England sabbath is 
wanting, and, I feel sure, is not to be found in any other 
part of the world. In some parts of the Southern states, 
I have seen the sabbath kept in a manner still more rigor- 
ous than in any town of New England ; yet I could not 
catch the inspiration, which, though a stranger, educated 
under different influences, and in a different religion, I 
often felt during my long residence in Sostoo, 
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RSCEPTION OF FOREIGNERS IN THE UNITED STATES. THE 

ENGLISH, SCOTCH, IRISH, GERMANS, FRENCH, ITALIANS, 
AND SPANIARDS. — AMERICAN PREJUDICES. — THEIR OR- 
IGIN. 



When thousands of emigrants, of all nations, are an- 
niially embarking for America, with the determined pur- 
pose of making it their home, the question would natural- \ 
ly arise, whether, on their arrival thither, they may all ex- ^ 
pect the same welcome ; and, if there exist any prejudices 
with regard to the inhabitants of the different countries of 
Europe, in whose favor, or to whose detriment they are 
established. It might also be proper to inquire whether 
these prejudices are purely of a national character, in 
which case they would refer to the moral habits of the 
people ; or, whether they relate more to certain profes- 
sions more exclusively practised by some of them, and re- 
pugnant to the feelings of Americans. In either case, the 
inquiry would be interesting and useful ; as it might not 
only serve to put foreigners in America on their guard, 
but explain also a number of peculiarities in the inter- 
course of Americans with strangers, which, by most trav- 
ellers, have been traced to a wrong source. 

That the Americans have prejudices, I do not pretend 
to deny ; what nation is entirely free from them ? — though 
a great number of these must be put to the account of 
their ancestors; and the remainder is proportionably 
small, as their intercourse with foreign nations is great* 
and the means of information extensively diffused 
throughout their country. A large portion of these con- 



AMERICAN PBEJITDICIS. 53 

sist, however, in retaliations on the prejudices of others, 
and especially on those of the English. 

VThe Americans are proud of having achieved their in- 
dependence, proud of the moral and political progress of 
their country since that period, proud of the wealth and 
power they have acquired, and exceedingly jealous lest 
other nations, and particularly those whose opinions they 
value most, should not give them sufficient credit for wis- 
dom, perseverance, and patriotism. The Americans 
cannot persuade themselves that the English will ever do 
them justice, (and it must be confessed that hitherto little 
justice has been done to them,) ^ and are, therefore, more 
frequently guilty of solecisms of deportment with regard to 
them than towards any other nation with whom they come 
in contact. A German or a Frenchman might reside for 
years in the United States without being struck with those 
traits of Americans, which prove, sometimes, annoying to 
the English. He might, perhaps^ complain of 4heir na- 
tional prejudices in other respects ; but the complaint 
would arise from a different source, and would be similar 
to that which might be caused by a residence in England. 
I will explain. 

There ^-^ists, in America, as, perhaps, in every other 
civilized cv untry, a strong prejudice in favor of the Eng' 
lish nation. The Americans love and admire British 
thoughts and conceptions, which they have chosen for 
their permanent models ; they entertain a high respect 
for British customs and laws, on which they have estab- 
lished their own, and cherish a proud remembrance of 
the achievements ot that glorious people from whom they 
are themselves descended. fThey allow, in many instan- 
ces, the superiority of the English over themselves ; but 
they are too well informed to apply the same distinction 
indiscriminately to individuals\ 

ftAn American, in his private capacity, will receive any 
stranger with politeness, and is always willing to dis- 
tinguish individuals in proportion to their reputation and 
acquirements. In the words of Mr. Hamilton, " he is 
quite aware of high breeding, when he sees it ; " but he is 
the last ready to pay homage to any man^ merely ** be- 
cause England has produced'him."f This, however, is pre- 
cisely what most Englishmen expect; and they are, 

5* 
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therefore, often bitterly disappointed. Few English 
gentlemen of reputation, however, will visit America with- 
out meeting with a cordial reception, bearing witness of 
the prejudice which is there established in their feasor. 
The Americans are, on all such occasions, anxious to 
make the most favorable impressions ; but are, perhaps, 
inclined to praise and even exaggerate the advantages of 
their country, from the known propensity of their guests 
to make the most liberal discount. 

Many anomalies of conduct of which they are found 
guilty towards the English, arise from the conviction that 
their usual simplicity of manners would be apt to be mis* 
construed ; and that the English, accustomed to judge all 
people by their- own conventional standard, will not make 
allowances for those changes which the difference of the 
climate, the political institutions of their country, and 
the early habits of the people may have rendered neces* 
sary. In such cases, therefore, they endeavor to copy 
Europeans au pied de la leitire, and thereby furnish, them- 
selves, the standard by which they are but too often con- 
demned. The Americans are not often guilty of a 
similar error with regard to Europeans from the Conti- 
nent. To them they show themselves as they are, and 
are even proud of their national peculiarities. The con- 
sequence is a greater freedom of manners, and a degree 
9f cordiality which is seldom experienced by Englishmen. 
/Few distinguished Germans or Frenchmen would bestow 
so much philosophical criticism and analysis on the man- 
mers of those who receive them with kindness and hospi- 
tality : they would find in the civil and political institutions 
of America enough to arrest their attention ; and enjoy 
at least this advantage over the English, that they might 
converse with Americans without being taken for spies/ 

Amongst the number of works which have been pub- 
lished in England, on the United States of America, it is 
really surprising to see the quantity of space devoted to 
the subject of *' manners ; " and this not to the manners 
of the people in general, but (with the exception of Mrs. 
Trollope) to those of the fashionable coteries. Is this 
not sufficient to justify the belief of Americans that the 
English are abusive critics, whose severity increases even 
with the obligation conferred upon them to win their 
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good will 9*^ The Americans, in return, are guilty of an- 
other injustice ; they ascribe the abusive character to the 
British nation, when, in fact, it is the peculiar gift of 
individuals, who, dissatisfied with their own country, are 
travelling over the Continents of Europe and America in 
order to annoy themselves at leisure, and occasionally 
publish a book to defray a part of their expenses. Cen- 
sure to them is as natural as the sting to the scorpion, 
and it is even dangerous to approach them by way of ren- 
dering them a service. On their way they abuse every 
thing that is not English ; on their return to England, 
every thing that is English ; and when they think of the 
future, every thing that will be English in less than a 
century. We must look to the political doctrines of these 
gentlemen for an interpretation of their sentiments as 
regards society. "We shall find that their attachment to 
every thing claimed by age is perfectly legitimate ; that 
they are themselves travelling antiquities, belonging to 
an age that is past ; and that, consequently, America is 
much too young to merit their serious attention. Her 
achievements require no herald, though they may be suf- 
ficient for a chronicle. 

Nothing, indeed, can be more gratuitous than the ex- 
traordinary pains which the Americans take to please 
foreigners, who are to give an account of their country. 
Tourists, especially from England, are literally loaded 
with civilities ; and, perhaps, the more kindly received 
by the fashionable coteries of the large cities, as their stay 
is expected to be short, and their grateful returns as ever- 
lasting as paper and ink can render them. In this man- 
ner a number of individuals may hope to be introduced to 
the English public, whose fame, were it confined to 
America, could hardly be wrested from oblivion, and 
whose wise sayings would never be known to the world, 
were they not quoted as valuable specimens of American 
sapience. 

No sooner is the arrival of some English literati gazett- 
ed in America than all is bustle and confusion ; and the 
question is seriously debated in what manner they most 
be received, and what sacrifices ought to be made in 
order to win their good opinion. Invitations and visits 
crowd upon them, and they can actually find no time to 
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observe what is truly interesting. From the time of their 
landing to the hour of their departure, they are never left 
alone, and have^ therefore, no opportunity of seeing 
America as it is, but as it is shoum to them. The Ameri- 
cans are then sitting for thgir portraits, and, as is usual on 
such occasions, contort their features either in an unnatu- 
ral frown, or disfigure them by an insignificant simper, 
ill suited to their habits of business and reflection. Under 
such circumstances an accurate likeness can hardly be 
expected from the most accomplished artists, much less 
from the pseudo dilettanti who have lately travelled to 
those regions. 

But the task of an English tourist is rendered doubly 
difficult by the inordinate adulation with which his vanity- 
is pampered. He must imagine himself really a great 
man, when he sees the elite of a nation willing to pay him 
homage, in order to be entitled to a portion of his favor. 
He is made the arbiter of their political and religious dis- 
sensions, and is expected either to become the apostle of 
their fame, or the rigid censor of their public and private 
morals. Both, the Americans and the tourist, are put in 
a false position ; and if the former are disappointed in 
seeing thengtselves caricatured, the* mortification of the 
latter must be equally great, when> on his return to 
England, he finds himself divested of his imaginary pow- 
er, and his opus magnum levelled to an equality with the 
ephemeral productions of the day. The incurable wounds 
which he thought to* inflict on the Americans are scarcely 
felt, except by a few of those who see their hospitality so 
ill requited; and the great bulk of the nation is quietly 
progressing onward,, in their happy simplicity hardly 
suspecting that any one has been aiming a blow at them. 

That some of the writers on American society thought 
it in their power to injure the United States past all 
recovery, is sufficiently evident from the dedication of 
the learned author of '* Men and Manners," to. William 
Wolryche Whitmore, Esq., M. P. 

<< But," says our author, *' when I found the institutions 
and experience of the United States deliberately quoted 
in the reformed parlianient, as affi>rding safe precedent 
for British legislation, and learning that the drivellers 
who uttered such, nonsense, instead of encountering 
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merited derision, were listened to wilb patience and ap- 
probation, by men as ignorant as themselves, I certainly 
did feel that another work on America was yet wanted, 
and at once determined to undertake a task which infenor 
considerations would probably have induced me to decline,*^ 

Would one not be led to infer, from this dedicatory epis- 
tle, that he thought it as easy to make the quietus of a nation 
as to despatch a novel 1 The event, however, must have 
convinced him of his error ; as it may, perhaps, persuade 
the Americans that justice would sooner be done to them 
if they were to show themselves more indifferent on trial, 
and less anxious to win the good opinion of their judges. 

But the prejudices in favor or against Englishmen 
which exist amongst the fashionable coteries of the United 
States are not the same as those which belong to the la- 
boring classes ; and the civilities with which an English 
gentleman is loaded, on his first arrival in America, un- 
dergo a material change, from the time he intends to 
become a resident, or to enter into competition with the 
natives. He will then find, that in proportion as the elite 
recede from him, the middle classes are ready to receive 
him. He will find no difficulty in procuring patrons and 
friends, and no prejudices to debar his success, provided 
it be based on individual exertion, and not upon nationei 
preference. 

The Americans are always ready to associate with 
Englishmen on terms of equality; they are willing to 
consider English as part of their own family ; but they 
will not pardon overweening conceit, and are most un- 
compromising on questions of a national complexion. 
The Americans, of all people in the world, are the 
readiest to take and resent an insult ; but they are more 
particularly sensitive with regard to the offences of the 
English. If any such be given by a person of notoriety, 
it will be prudent for him to avoid the popular revenge. 
His best friends will not be able to protect him from in- 
jury, and the wisest plan for him to adopt will be to make 
a speedy reparation. I write this particularly for the 
benefit of certain actors who may visit the United States 
for the purpose of paying their debts. Let thom not 
abuse the popular favor which their talents are sure to 
receive ; let them be guarded in their language, not only 
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on the stage, but also in their private interconrse witfi 
Americans ; let them not consider the condition of any 
man so low as to be unable to injure them ; in one word, 
let them keep out of the debt of the people ; for the peo- 
ple will make themselves paid. 

Nor is it always popular violence which, in such cases, 
is most to be dreaded. Whenever a national insult is 
given, the Americans of all classes unite to punish the 
offender. His career in the United States is blasted for- 
ever, and he is, at once, banished from society, to which 
neither fortune nor cleverness will be able to procure him 
a second introduction. But if the Americans are thus 
severe in their punishment, they are equally generous in 
their reward of forbearance. Their favor is easily wott, 
and still more easily preserved. They claim of the 
English but that which the English claim of every other 
nation in the world — a compliance with their rules and 
customs, and a total abstinence from censure ; for whichi 
in return, they are willing to make every honest conces- 
sion, and even those public acknowledgments which it 
would be impossible to extort from them by derision and 
scorn. 

The customs and peculiarities of the English are not 
generally liked in the United States ; and a settlement of 
several hundreds of them in one place would excite con- 
siderably more jealousy than one of so many thousand 
Germans. The reason is this. The Germans have their 
peculiar habits, which, however, they are careful not to 
obtrude upon others. They persevere in them, not be- 
cause they think them superior to those of other nations, 
but merely because they are accustomed to them, and do 
not like to quit the early companions of their childhood. 
This is perfectly well understood in America, and, there- 
fore, no fears entertained of their ever attempting to make 
proselytes. The French, too, have their peculiarities ; 
but their notion of good breeding forbids their exhibiting 
them wherever they might give private or public offence.. 
Not so with the English. They glory in the most trifling 
difference between themselves and other nations ; because 
they are accustomed to consider that difference in (heir 
favor. They obtrude it, therefore, constantly, on the 
notice of others,, or» at least» take, no pains to soften ita 
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appearance. Thej heed not the feelings of others, or are 
so much in the habit of considering ererj other people 
inferior to themselves, that ihej care not, if, by chance, 
they give offence* In Earope they pay for this arrogance 
with money ; in America with the loss of personal con- 
i^deration. 

It is true, there are ample apologies for the conduct of 
the English. They are really, in most respects, superior to 
other nations, and especially to their neighbors on the 
Continent. They enjoy, in the first place, a greater de- 
gree of political freedom than any other people, save the 
Americans, in the world. They have produced the 
ablest statesmen, the wisest legislators, and (with few ex- 
ceptions) the bravest and most skilful commanders of 
armies and navies. Their philosophers have been the 
glory^of the human mind, and have wrested more truths 
from nature than all other sages combined together. 
They can boast of the most manly and classical literature 
of the moderns, and may, perhaps, add that there is not 
a valuable thought which the human mind is capable of 
conceiving which is not already, and most happily, ex- 
pressed in the English languages. They have surpassed 
all other nations in the mechanic arts, and have become 
equally superior in every thing relating to manufactures. 
They have increased the facilities of commerce by the es- 
tablishment of powerful colonies, and have (with probably 
hut one exception) distinguished themselves for the hu- 
manity and justice with which they have governed them. 
They have carried the blessings of civilization and religion 
wherever they went, and established, in every clime, the 
glory of the British name. 

But in their intercourse with Americans, they ought to 
remember that the latter are of the same origin ; that 
they have not only the means, but also the disposition to 
imitate them in all that is great, and enough prudence 
and experience to avoid rolling into the same errors. 
They ought to reflect, that if the Americans have as yet a 
comparatively small catalogue of great men, these men 
were, nevertheless, distinguished by the most exalted vir- 
tues, and that, on the other hand, there is no black list of 
names to detract from their national honor. They ought 
to consider that America is the country, which, eventual- 
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Ij must rival even England, and that the Am ericans» con- 
scious of their physical and political advantages^ are, 
perhaps, a little prone to anticipate the future. 

They have already entered upon a fair competition 
with the English in almost every branch of human indus- 
try; and, by the universal consent of all nations, become 
their peers in navigation and commerce. A people, pro- 
gressing with such rapid strides, is not apt to bear taunts 
with good nature, or allow others to constitute themselves 
masters of ceremonies. Their progress has been one of 
uninterrupted prosperity, and as long as this lasts, they 
will consider their policy and their customs, if not superi- 
or, at least equal, to those of any other nation. As re- 
publicans, they love their country with an enthusiastic 
ardor, which can only be understood and appreciated by 
those who have, themselves, a share in the government of 
their country. It is, therefore, neither wise nor expedi- 
ent to treat their peculiarities with contempt, or to wound 
their national pride by a too rigid adherence to a set of 
manners, which, from peculiar associations, have become 
irritating and offensive to the people. I do not mean to 
say that an Englishman in America must necessarily be 
a radical ; but if he means to become a citizen, (especial- 
ly in the Western States,) toryism will be less pardoned 
in him than in a native of America. He will create ene- 
mies without making himself friends ; while those who 
are his friends will not show their friendship in public. 
If he should undertake any thing, the success of which 
depends on the favor of the public, he will hardly be Me 
to succeed ; and even in his social relations he will find 
himself deserted and alone. 

What I have said of the English will equally apply to 
the Scotch, though in such matters the latter seldom need 
admonition — their manners and customs being already 
similar to those of the New Englanders. They usually 
succeed in whatever they undertake, and hardly ever fail 
to make America their home. Most of them, on their 
arrival in the United States, are poor but industrious ; and 
having been emigrants before, have had sufficient instruc- 
tion, in the school of adversity, to bear success or ill-for- 
tune with equanimity and patience. They do not easily 
offend the prejudices of the people among whom they 
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bope to prosper^ and, in general, understand their own 
interests too well to require advice from others. To the 
acquisitiveness of the New Englanders they join the great 
art of saving, which is the cause of their accumulating 
wealth with even greater facility than native Americans ; 
and it insures to them its quiet possession. Their senti- 
ments are generally in accordance with those of th« 
majority of the people, and they are, therefore, doubly 
•certain of meeting with that sympathy and hospitality 
which the Americans are always ready to extend to the 
natives of Britain. 

To sum up the argument, English and Scotch are re* 
Geiv«d in America as relatives. Their younger brethren 
are willing to share with them the paternal estate. They 
love them, befriend them, assist them ; in short, do ev- 
erything for them which one brother can for another ; 
but they burst into indignation at the very mention of 
frimogemture^ or the least attempt to claim^ by right, what 
they are willing to concede from kindness. 

The Irish are, by the great majority of Americans, 
considered as an oppressed and injured people, which is 
sufficient to entitle them to the sympathies of freemen^ 
It is true, the greater number of Irish who arrive in the 
United States are poor, and some of them tainted by the 
vices of poverty, which, in some of the states, have creat- 
ed a prejudice against them. But, considered collectively, , 
they constitute a highly useful part of the American com- 
munity, and contribute, by their honest industry, to in- 
crease the wealth of the country. They perform the 
hardest labors at the lowest wages given in the United 
States, and are satisfied and happy to provide for them- 
selves and their children the bare necessaries of life. 
But it is even their being contented with little, and their 
less heeding the fulbre, which render their actions and 
motives less acceptable to the Americans. The Ameri- 
cans (as I shall prove hereafter) are living altogether for "--^ 
their children. They are ready to make any sacrifice 
for the advancement of future generations, and love their 
country not an it is ; but as U wUl he made by their enter- 
prise and industry. The Irish, on the contrary, are by 
babit, inclination, and the vivacity of their temperaments, 
6 
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inclined to enjoy the present. Their previous lives con-* 
tain but the sordid catalogues of privations and distresses, 
and, on their emerging from the most cruel misery which 
ever extorted groans from a nation, they are apt — as all 
human creatures would be — to draw the first free breath 
with joy and exultation. Like Lazarus, they were ac- 
customed to feed upon the crumbs that fell from the rich . 
man's table ; and now that they are invited to sit down* 
and partake themselves of the banquet, those rigid cen- 
sors stand by and scoff at their greedy appetites. A man 
whose morning meal consisted of capon can certainly 
await dinner with better grace, than he who went hungry 
to- bed and awoke to breakfast on sorrow. Cheer to him 
is manna distilled from heaven, to support him on his way 
through the desert ; and he is eager to snatch at a gift of 
which he knows not when it will again be within his 
grasp. Excess is the companion of poverty, and its con- 
sequences perpetuate its direful existence. Misery they 
drown in stupefying potions ; for oblivion alone is the 
happiness of the damned. 

These are the vices of some of those wretches who are 
annually thrown upon the hospitality of the Americans. 
And shall America, the land of political and religious 
freedom, cast them from her * and let them perish, while 
a bounteous Providence has put in her possession the 
most fertile regions on earth, capable of supporting thou* 
sands and millions of human beings ? And shall the sup« 

Elications and prayers of these emigrants ascend up to 
eaven without invoking a blessing on the children of 
liberty ? Are their habits and their vices not to be cor- 
rected by improving their wretched condition 1 All human 
experience speaks loudly in the affirmative. Set before 
them the prospect of steady employment, the hope of not 
only earning a subsistence, but something more ; give iheit 
children an opportunity of education ; and you will 
breathe into them a new vivifying principle. Occupation 
will prevent the commission of crimes ; the influence of 
religion and good example will abolish the vice of in- 
temperance, and the facilities of instruction will make 

* In some of the States provisions have lately been made against the 
importation of foreign (Irish) paupers. 
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respectable citizens of their children. This is not decl»» 
tnatioD. I speak of facts which I know, and to which I 
shall have occasion to allude hereafter. 

The Irish in Boston are a remarkably orderly people. 
They are not usually given to intemperance ; but on the 
contrary, willing to aid in its suppression. If the annals 
of prisons and houses of correction furnish a larger num- 
ber of Irish than American names, it must be remember- 
ed that, in all countries, the greatest number of culprits 
is furnished by the poorer and the least educated classes^ 
and that as strangers, unacquainted with the peculiar 
police regulations of the towns, they are more apt to 
trespass against the laws, and make themselves liable to 
punishment, than those who have been brought up under 
its influence, and with whom obedience to it has become 
a habit. 

Abstract numbers are no criterion of public morals. 
Hundreds of crimes against God and against man are not 
amenable to the law, while others, arising sometimes 
from innocent motives, are visited by its severest penal- 
ties. During the space of nearly ten years I have lived 
in Boston, but very few capital crimes were committed^ 
and certainly not more than three or four considerable 
robberies and forgeries ; but not one of them, so far as 
mj remembrance goes, has been perpetrated or abetted 
by an Irishman. Their offences consisted,, principally, 
in disorderly conduct, and in infringing on the police 
regulations of the city. Theft they were rarely charged 
with ; and I am fully persuaded that were it not for the 
still too pernicious influence of ardent spirits, not one 
half of these acts would have been committed, and no 
stain left on the honest reputation of even the lowest of 
the Irish laborers. But, when we reflect upon the num- 
ber of crimes committed by the poor, we ought not to 
forget their exposed situation ; and when we praise the 
moral rectitude of the rich, we ought to consider the high 
premium which is paid to their virtue. It does not be- 
long to man to condemn a whole nation as vicious, or to 
pray,— 

<' Lord, we thank Thee that we are not as these men 
are ; " for they too will pray, and ♦* th9 prayer of the 
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poor shall be heard,'^ as it. is more likely to come fromr 
the heart. 

Who never ate his bread with tears, 
Who ne'er, through nights of bitter sorrow, 

Sat weeping on his wretched bed j 
He knows ye not, ye heavenly powers I * ^ 

But it is not so much the vices of the Irish, as their politi- 
cal principles, which prove sometimes of^nsive to Amer- 
icans. Some disturbances which of late arose in New 
York, at the election of the Governor, and in which the 
Irish unfortunately participated, furnished a certain party 
with a convenient pretext to ascribe their want of success 
to the destructive influence of the Irish. In consequence 
of this, a series of resolutions were adopted to prevent 
their occurrence in future. The subsequent election, how- 
ever, proved the insufficiency of the ground they had tak- 
en ;. for» not only did it pass without the public peace be-^ 
ing, for one moment, disturbed, but the majority for the 
government was nearly doubled. But I shall not expa- 
tiate on this subject now, and will only remark that the 
Irish are naturally supposed to be in favor of democracy, 
having been, for centuries, the victims of the opposite 
doctrine. 

But, whatever be the character of some of the Irislk 
emigrants, on their landing in the United States, they all 
knprove with their circamstances, and their children are 
found amongst the most peaceful and respectable citizens- 
There are Irish names in the History of America of 
which she must ever be proud, and which will act as me- 
diators between the angry feelings of a party, and the 
hospitable inclinations of a whole nation. 

Let the Irish, on their arrival in the United States, be, 
above all things, careful not to disturb the peace of the 
citizens, by revels of any kind ; let them remember that 
the Americans are proud of their voluntary submission to 
the law, and that they cannot respect those who habitual- 

♦ Wer nie sein Brot mit Thranen ass, 
Wer nie durch kmninervoUe Nftchte 

Auf seinem Bette weinend sass 
Der kennt Euch nicht, Ihr himmlischen Machte ! 

Gothe's WxlXiam Msister, 
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I7 infirioge on them, or are given to excess of any kind. 
Let them abstain from all participation in political qitar* 
rels, before they are able to form a correct opinion or to 
obtain sufficient information on the subject. Let them re» 
frain from violence of any kind, even if they should be 
provoked ; and let them not fight or break the peace with 
each other. If they should happen to be wronged, let 
them appeal to the law ; and the Americans will assured- 
ly procure them justice ; for the Americans love peace, 
and liberty, and justice, more^ than any people in the 
world. 

If there exist prejudices against the Irish, they are 
principally founded on their readiness to avenge their own 
wrongs. Let them remember that there is no occasion 
for it in the United States ; for America never assumed 
more jurisdiction over them than over her own citizens ; 
but, on the contrary, received them with generous hospi- 
tality, and entitled them to all the privileges of her own 
children. They must be aware that they remain guests 
till the period prescribed by the law shall have entitled 
them to the honor of citizens, and that they are, conse- 
quently, bound not to abuse the hospitality of their enter^ 
tainers by disregarding their rules of society, or meddling 
with their family dissensions. 

If a dispute should arise amongst the Americans them- 
selves, let them remain neutral, until, as naturalized citi- 
zens, they shall have become members of the same fam- 
ily ; and even then let them imitate the forbearance and 
moderation of Americans. In this manner they will win 
golden opinions from all parties, and establish a reputa- 
tion which will recross the Atlantic, and combat preju- 
dices, which, in Europe itself, are detrimental to the pro- 
gress and final emancipation of their country. They 
have already made a noble beginning in Boston. Let it 
be imitated throughout the United States — nay, let it be 
imitated in Ireland itself; and their worst enemies will 
be obliged to render them ^^ justice.'* 

Few words need be said about the French in the United 
States. Not only is emigration from France exceedingly 
limited, but those who do emigrate .are so seldom inclined 
to interfere with the policy of the country that, as a po- 
litical party, (with the exception of the French Creoles 

6* 
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in Louisiana,) they are hardly forcing themselves oipi thd 
notice of Americans. The French do not take an active 
part in politics, at least nothing to compare with the £n- 
^ish or the Germans, and^ where they cannot conform to 
the customs of the country, follow their own with so much 
modesty and so little intrusion on the estabUi^ed rules of 
society, that their conduct is approved and commended 
in every part of the country. 

In Philadelphia, Baltimore, Charleston, and New Or-^ 
leans, French society is not only numerous, but of the 
highest respectability; and as much may be said of the 
French society of New York. But in all these places, 
except New Orleans, they have exchanged the fashions 
of France for the more substantial customs of America ; 
or, at least,, blended them with the English, and thereby 
produced a mixture which I cannot but think an improve-^ 
ment on social intercourse in general. 

As to the French poor, who resort to America as a 
means of improving their condition, they are known t6 
be remarkably peaceful and industrious. They possess 
the art of being contented with less than almost any oth<* 
er people, and their whole lives offer, sometimes, instances 
of the utmost frugality and continued self-denial. This 
applies also to the French emigrants who have seen better 
days in Europe. It has been my good fortune to become^ 
acquainted with some of these gentlemen, who, during 
the empire, had held distinguished ranks in Buonaparte's 
army. They were all distinguished by a peculiar meek- 
ness of demeanor, and a total absence of that acidity of 
temper which is but too frequently engendered by sudden 
reverses of fortune. When addressed on the subject of 
their exile, they would answer with the utmost patiences, 
and accompany their explanations witK some of those 
smiles of which it was difficult to determine whether they 
were produced by the irony of their fate or the unsuspect- 
ing simplicity of the inquirer. They evinced an entire 
resignation to their lot, which enabled them to enjoy life 
in a new form, and under different auspices, though the 
affections of their hearts were still fastened to the beauti- 
ful land of their nativity. 

Yet, with all these amiable qualities of the French, the 
English are generally preferred to them in almost every 
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employment, except the teaehing of tfaetr native langaage 
and other fashionable accomplishments in which they are 
known to excel. A Frenchman, on his arrival in the 
United States, must depend more on the patronage of his 
own countrymen, or such Americans as have visited, or 
resided in France, than on a popular feeling in his favon 
The Americans have inherited the prejudice from their 
ancestprs that gravity of deportment is inseparable from 
solidity of character ; and they cannot, therefore, per-^ 
suade themselves that the French, with their fondness for 
public amusements, can combine those essential domestic 
virtues with the continuance of which they associate the 
welfare of their country, and the stability of their politi- 
cal institutions^ Neither are the Americans converts to 
the philosophy of Rousseau and Voltaire ; but are, unfor^ 
tunately, in the habit of beholding in every Frenchman: 
a true disciple of these masters. 

French reasoning and French doctrines are not in- 
vogue in the United States ; neither is the political expe-- 
rience of France in very high repute with American 
Statesmen. If the French revolution has advanced the 
cause of liberty in Europe, it has had a chilling influence 
on the ardor of its votaries in America. It has made a 
portion of the Americans doubt their own sentiments,, 
and filled even the mind of Washington with anxious ap- 
prehensions of the future. The murdered victims of the 
French revolution were nigh acting on the Americans as 
CsBsar's wounds on the Romans, and their spirits are, to 
this moment, haunting the Senate Chamber of the Capi* 
tol. Were it not for the awful warning of the Modern 
History of France, democracy in America would have 
met with less opposition, and would have been established; 
quietly, without the assistance of a party. 

The French, then, are looked upon with suspicion,, 
though, in a national point of view, they are much admir- 
ed and caressed. The Americans are too honest and 
just, not to bow to their genius ; but they are slow of im-- 
itation while having the example of the British. They 
prefer English routine to French philosophy, and are 
more willing to follow a precedent than to establish a new 
doctrine. I do not think that the French will ever make 
proselytes in America ; though the agreeableness of their 
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manners, and the peculiar charm of their contersation^ 
will always insure them the most favorable reception at 
the drawing-rooms. 

The Germans and Dutch are old settlers in the United 
States, and have, in a measure, acquired a legitimate 
right to the soil. The Dutch, as is well known, settled 
New York and a considerable portion of New Jersey, 
before the colony was conquered by the English, and be-^ 
came the property of the Duke of York. The Germans, 
also, were amongst the earliest settlers of Pennsylvania, 
and amongst the most pious and virtuous quakers who 
had been converted by the preaching of William Penn.* 
They introduced the manufacture of paper, linen and 
woollen cloth,f and were, from the earliest period of the 
colony, amongst those who contributed most to its wealth 
and prosperity. Germantown was entirely founded by 
Germans, previous to the establishment of Philadelphia, 
and descendants of those settlers, or new emigrants from 
Germany, are now conducting the principal manufactur'* 
ing establishments in that cit^ 

The Germans fought with the Americans in the early 
wars against the Indians, j; and assisted them in their 
struggle for independence; They raised amongst them- 
selves several regiments of militia, and shared the fatigues 
of Washington's army in the long war of the revolution.^ 
Th&Auestion with regard to them, therefore, is no longer 
whetner they shall be tolerated, or what hopes they may 
have of success ? — they are citizens, who have already 
succeeded. They, are, moreover, possessed of political 
power; for, having, at an early period of their settlement, 
adopted the plan of remaining together, they have 
brought whole districts under their influence; and there 
are now villages in the states of Pennsylvania and Ohio, 
and even in the new state of Illinois, where no other lan- 
guage is spoken but their own. 

Their power is derived from the possession of the soil, 
and the remarkable union which prevails in their senti- 
ments. It is, indeed, a gratifying spectacle to see those 
Germans,, who from the time of Tacitus to the present 

• Proud's History of Pennsylvania. 

tibid. *Ibid. 

§ Botta. Staria delta guerra deW mdependenza. 
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day, could not unite on any uniform government of their 
own J. rally cheerfully round the banner of the American 
republic, and uphold it as their guide and their law. I 
know that they love that republic with all the fervor with 
which their brethren in !(Lurope are attached to their ideal 
Germany, which, as yet, exists only in song.* Neither 
do the Americans themselves doubt the sincerity of their 
attachment to their adopted country, though some may 
differ from them as to the manner in which it ought to be 
manifested. I shall give, hereafter, my views on the po- 
litical character of the Germans, and their influence on 
the government of the United States, from which it will 
appear, that^ much as it may be deprecated by one party, 
it is gratefully hailed by the other. 

Neither is the power of the Germans stationary, but, 
on the contrary, increasing constantly in numbers and 
possessions. Thousands of Germans are annually emi* 
grating to the United Stated; and thousands of them pur* 
chase real estates, or acquire them by persevering indus- 
try. They do not disperse and become mixed with the 
Americans, but increase the settlements which are already 
established by their countrymen, or settle in their imme- 
diate neighborhood. They, are, therefore, in the very 
outset le^s dependent on the Americans than on their owa 
brethren, from whom they derive the principal means of 
support. Xbeiisown countrymen undertake their ingtruc- 
tion in the rules and regulations of the country ,^ adS, be- 
ing for the most part, sturdy democrats, teach them to re- 
frain from all measures not in strict accordance with that 
doctrine. 

Their sentiments are easily explained. The Germans, 
even in Europe, are more fit for a republican govern ibent 
than any other nation on the continent. Their habits^ 
inclinations, morals, and, above all, their superior educa- 

* The English know the patriotic song of Amdt, 

" Where is the German fatherland 1 
Wherever the German tongue is spoken, 
And sings songs to God in heaven, &c. 

Was ist des Deulschen Vaterland '? 
So weit die Deutsche Zunge klingt, 
tJnd Gott im Himmel Lieder singt," &c^ 
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tion, render them fit for a democratic republic. For near^ 
ly twenty-five years their efforts were directed towards a 
gradual improvement of their social and political institu- 
tions ; and amongst the most ardent partisans for improve- 
ment were three-fourths of the talent, enterprise and 
learning of all Germany. Were the Germans united un- 
der one government, the largest standing army cou^d not 
have withstood their movement, for it has communicated 
itself to all classes, and, in part, even to the army itself. 
There is no opposit,ion to it, except from the ignorant and 
vulgar ; because even those whose interest it is to prevent 
the spreading of liberal doctrines are convinced of their 
moral and philosophical justice, and differ from the rest 
only as to the manner in which they are to be applied in 
practice. 

Even the rulers of Germany are tacitly admitting their 
truth, and relent in the persecution of those who have sin- 
ned against sacred majesty. Many German princes have, 
at least, given a semblance of a constitution to their sub- 
jects. They have surrendered the right of arbitrary tax- 
ation, and would, perhaps, have done more, if Austria 
and Prussia had allowed it. But, whatever the form of 
government in Germany may be, the abstract rights of 
the governed, and the sacred obligations of the rulers, 
were always implicitly admitted. I do not remember 
haviog read an imperial decree of Austria, in which the 
emp4p>r did not undertake to justify his motives to his 
people, in order to convince them that he is taxing them 
for their own good. 

There is, in truth, this peculiarity in the character of 
Germans, that they can neither act against, nor ever act, 
except from conviction; They are most intrepid when 
convinced of the rectitude of their intentions ; but they 
are totally incapable of motion before the principle itself 
is established. Their strength is derived from their con- 
sciences, and not from the degree of exaltation of which 
their passions are capable. Hence, reform in Germany 
has not begun with an appeal to national glory or cupid- 
ity ; but with the establishment of truths in the minds of 
^the people. It has altogether been of an intellectual na- 
ture; but, in that sense, it has, perhaps, progressed fur- 
ther than in any other country. Its action has^ indeed^. 
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been too much confiued to education and literature; but 
by these means it Will not less find its waj to all classes ; 
and what shall once have become the unanimous will of 
the nation, will be with difficulty withheld by their rulers* 
But the Germans will, for a long time yet, abstain fron^ 
positive violence, in which they have as little faith as their 
Saxon kindred the English. They will not pull down one 
edifice before they have erected another ; but, like the 
British, prefer a '< coat with.many patches" to one which 
does not fit. 

With these characteristics of the Germans we shall 
find no difficulty in comprehending the position they have 
taken in the United States. The democratic principles 
of the American government agreed perfectly with their 
notions of right, justice and humanity; and they have, 
therefore, embraced them with the same holy faith with 
which their ancestors clung to the principles of the refor- 
mation. They are morally convinced of their excellence ; 
and instead of ratiocinating and subtilizing about them, 
believe in them as they do in their Bible, and transmit 
their faith to their children. Every new comer is initi- 
ated into their creed, and soon becomes a convert to it ; 
for if he should not, they would shun him as given to idol- 
atry. In this manner the doctrine spreads with the ex- 
tent of the territory they occupy ; but they never over- 
step their boundary, or obtrude their faith on the Ameri- 
cans. So far from preaching their doctrines to t}0. in- 
habitants of other states, they are satisfied with enjoying 
liberty at home ; and, instead of acting as a moving priti" 
ciple in the political councils of the nation, their infiuence 
is only f(?lt by the masses which they oppose to, or employ 
in favor of, a particular measure. 

•Yet, with all their quietude and forbearance, they have 
not been able to escape from sarcasm and ridicule, and 
the terms **high" and "low Dutch" are applied to them 
in all the various significations of which they are capable. 
The feelings of an educated German are not very nicely 
touched by certain figurative expressions from the lips of 
ladies ; such as " a regular Dutch figure," (meieining the 
reverse of Mdlle. Taglioni;) ''a Dutch face," (some- 
what quadrangular and full of listless simplicity;) *<a 
Dutch head,'' (not one of Raffaello da Urbino's ; but 
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square at the top with large bumps behind the ears, indic-^ 
ative of gentle resistance ;) ^' a Dutch mouth," (capable 
of holding a common-sized orange without injuring the 
skin;) "a l>wfcA foot,*' (the highest American concept 
tion of magnitude and expansion;) ** Dutch manners," 
(any thing but good breeding,) &^c. These epithets are 
sometimes inadyertently used in the presencie of Germans 
from Europe, when the mistake will be i.nstantly repaired 
by assuring them that they do not apply to them^ but to 
their awkward countrymen in Pennsylvania. The Ger- 
mans, howeyer, are far from taking these sallies in dudg^ 
eon, but, on the contrary, concede to the fair satirists the 
most unrivalled superiority in wit, beauty and accomplish* 
ments. 

' With regard to the American prejudices for, or against 
Germans, I can only say that some are highly favorable ; 
but others decidedly against my countrymen. I shall be- 
gin with those in their favor. These exist principally in 
the Northern States, and especially in New England. To 
a more limited extent they are also to be found to the 
south, and more particdlarfy in South Carolina. Th^e 
New Englanders and the southern planters are acquaint- 
ed with German literature, and transfer a portion of tHi^ir 
regard for that imaginary world of beauty, harmony and 
grandeur, the "creation of German genius, to every well- 
edu^ted individual from that country. But while they 
looAipon Germany as a fairy land, in Which one cannot 
wake, sleep or move, without being charmed or tormented 
by some spirit, they are apt to consider its inhabitants as 
dreamers, and its philosophers as so many weavers of 
moonshine. A very similar opinion is sufficiently preva-^ 
lent in England, even among the iierati, though the con- 
ceptions of the German mind are there more highly prized 
and better understood than in any other country. 

The cause is apparent. Few German authors, especial- 
ly on metaphysics, have, as yet, been ably translated into 
English ; and if the public are to rely oh the judgment 
of critics, they will always be told that those works con- 
tain ** moonshine," rather than *'that their light is inca- 
pable of illumining the dark;'* though it may be suffi- 
cient to " make darkness visible." The Americans, enter- 
taining on most subjects of taste and learning the same 
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feeiiBgs aa the Eoglish, or, taking the English for their 
standard, de not consider German thought and reasoning" , 
as v^ry safe guides to ** practical truths^** and bestow, 
therefore, but a limited confidence to professional men of 
that school. They are willing to give the Grermans credit 
for general scholarship and great grasp of mind ; but 
they will not easily trust them in a particular branch, ex- 
cept, perhaps, in the elementary departments of educai- 
tion, which they think sufficiently removed from the 
'^practical business of life" to be safely confided to their 
care. German theology, medicine, and jurisprudence are 
at a considerable discount ; but philosophy is an absolute 
drug. If a poor emigrant from Germany, on his arrival 
in the United States, should possess no other marketable 
commodity, he may prepare to die at the alms-house ; for 
private charity might at last become weary of supporting 
him. If he be not ** hanged," he will at least be buried 
«* at the State's expense," though during his life-time he 
may enjoy the sympathy of scholars and friends. The 
Americans will treat him with kindness, and show the 
greatest consideration for his mind arid character. There 
will be those who will offer him pecuniary assistance ; but 
by far the majority will be ready to confine him to a mad- 
house. The most prudent course for him to pursue will 
be to hire himself out on a farm, to make himself, in 
some way or other, «« useful to the community." Jn no 
other country could he be so forcibly convincedSI^ the 
truth of Mephistopheles* comparison, — 

I tell thee, friend, a man who speculates, 

Is like a beast upon a barren heath. 

Forever led in circles by the devil j 

While all around full fresh the meadows bloom.* 

With regard to the mechanical arts, the Germand are 
hardly better. If they are not employed by one of their 
own countrymen, their chance of success is but small^ 
and by no means equal to the English. Not only will 

* Ich sag es dir ; ein Kerl, der speculirt, 

1st wie ein.Thier, auf dOrrer Heide ^j^ 

Von einem bosen Geist im Kreis herum gefilhrt, ^ 

Und rings, umher liegt schone grflne Weide. 

Gothe's I\ma. 
7 
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they find their language an impediment, but most of their 
work either done better than what they are accustomed to 
do in Germany, (because the American master mechanics 
give and obtain higher prices for labor,) or forestalled by 
the British who excel in it, and are, therefore, certain of 
having the preference overall other competitors. Agricul- 
tMre is the proper resort of Germans emigrating to the Uni- 
ted States ; and there are few instances in which they have 
not been successful. But any honest trade will succeed 
amongst their own countrymen, who will sooner patron- 
ize them than Americans themselves. 

My advice to the German emigrants, therefore, is, not 
to remain an instant longer in any of the large sea-port 
towns than is absolutely necessary to make provisions for 
their journey westward; for, every moment they tarry in 
the cities is a loss of time and money, and, consequently, 
an impediment to their ultimate success. 

As cultivators of the soil, they have the finest prospect 
before them ; for no other country offers the same re- 
sources, or will so richly reward their industry. As far- 
mers, the German emigrants have a decided advantage 
over all other^ settlers ; for they find friends, relatives, and 
a home in three or four of the largest and most fertile 
states of the Union. There the German language is no 
obstacle to their progress ; because thousands around 
them speak no other. They will find German papers, 
German churches, and German schools. Their officers 
of justice will be Germans ; their physicians, and — if 
they should be so unfortunate as to need them — their 
lawyers. It will appear to them as if a portion of the 
land of their fathers had, by some magic, been transplant- 
ed to the New Woj-ld. They will find the same dwell- 
ings, the same corn-fields, the same orchards, and, of late, 
the same vines. Every object which may strike their 
eyes will revive some dream of their childhood, and in- 
crease their affection for the country of their adoption. 
The peace, quietude, and happiness of Germany will be 
unfolded to their delighted senses; only the fore and 
back ground will be indistinct — they will discover neither 
princes nor beggars. 

It remains for me yet to say something of the reception 
of Italians, Spaniards, and Portuguese. Practically the r6 
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can be dq prejudices against gentlemen from any coun- 
try ; but theoretically there exists, in the United States, 
as in England and all the North of Europe, a peculiar 
dislike to Southerners in general, which must always be 
more or less injurious to individuals. The Texian war is 
not apt to soften these prejudices with regard to the 
Spaniards ; nor has the late history of Italy very materi- 
ally increased the respect which the English entertain 
for the Italians. There is something in the manners, hab- 
its and inclinations of these nations which appears to be 
repugnant to the feelings of the North, and there is some- 
thing even in their love of liberty, which will fill an Amer- 
ican with horror.. 

The number of Spaniards and Portuguese in the Uni- 
ted States is comparatively small, and is not likely to in- 
crease ; as they are generally as little satisfied with the 
country aS the people with them, and seldom resort to 
America, except when every other enterprise has failed. 
Yet there are some highly respectable Spanish families 
in all the sea-port towns, and a considerable number of 
them in the State of Louisiana. They, there, imitate the 
manners of the Americans; and, acquiring property by 
honest industry, become sincerely attached to the cus- 
ioxns and institutions of the country. 



CHAPTER IV. 



AMERICAN THEATRES. TRAGEDIANS.-— COMIC ACTORS.— 

AMERICAN WIT. ■ — MUSIC. PAINTING. GENERAL RE- 
FLECTIONS ON THE ARTS. 



The Americans, as a nation, cannot be said to be very 
fond of theatrical performances ; though nearly all the 
large cities of the Union are provided with one, or sever- 
al good play-houses. In the fitting up of these there is 
often displayed considerable elegance ; and in New York 
and Philadelphia they may be said to be decorated 
with taste. Boston has two theatres ; New York three, 
and an Italian Opera ; Philadelphia three ; Baltimore * 
one ; Washington one ; Cincinnati one ; and the city of 
New Orleans, besides the English house, a very good 
French Vaudevilh and Opera Comique. The company 
of the latter quit New Orleans in the summer, and per- 
form in an the large towns of the North ; which, therefore, 
in addition to the English plays, may be said to possess, 
(for a season, at least,) a French Comedy. 

All these establishments seem to prove that the Ameri- 
cans take an interest in theatres ; but when we inquire 
into the financial operations of the managers, we must 
either conclude that the taste of the people is not suffi- 
ciently understood and gratified, or that the Americans 
have not, as yet, contracted that particular habit of amuse- 
ment. Of all the theatres in the United States there is 
but one (in New York) which is known to have carried 
on a profitable business ; and most of the enterprises of 
individuals have entirely failed. 

For my own part, I do not think the fault lies so much 
with the managers, as with the public itself. The Amer- 
icans are not fond of any kind of public anxusement ; and 
are best pleased with an abundance of business. Their 



SUCCESS OF BNGUSH ACTORS. 77 

pleasure consists in being constantly occupied ; and their 
evenings are either spent at home, or with a few of their 
frienas, in a manner as private as possible. The continued 
public excitement, occasioned by their political proceed- 
ings, the extent and magnitude of national enterprise, and 
the constant activity which pervades all classes of society, 
render rest and quietude itiuch more desirable than an 
additional stimulus, were it but to pleasure. The Ameri- 
cans are too young a people ; they are yet themselves too 
active performers in the historical drama of their coun- 
try, to take delight in contemplating the world as it is re- 
flected from the stage. There is not yet any thing ** foul 
in the state "to create a taste for tragedy. 

Theatrical performances, moreover, are opposed to the 
religious doctrines of the majority of Americans, and thej 
always interfere with their domestic arrangements and 
habits. Few ladies, therefore, iare ever seen at the thea- 
tres ; and the frequenting of them, even by gentlemen, is 
not considered a recommendation to their character. In 
several places where theatres had been established, they 
have again been abolished by the religious influence of 
the clergy ; and there are Christian churches in America 
who will not allow any of their members to be seen at a 
play-house. 

Under these circumstances, the only harvest of an 
American theatre (with a few honorable exceptions at 
home) is the arrival of some stars from England, who 
have so much found their account in the journey, that of 
late whole constellations have travelled out of their or-; 
bits to afford brother Jonathan an opportunity of improv- 
ing his taste. Some of these have even published their 
bright career in the New World, and have not a little con- 
tributed, on and off the boards, to the general diversion 
of the public. ^ "^ 

But this apparent success of English actors in Ameri- 
ica must not be ascribed to a taste for dramatical perform- 
ances. It is, then, curiosity, and^not a particular interest 
in the play, which acts as a stimulant on the Americans ; 
they rather go to see what pleases the English, than 
in order to be pleased themselves. But their curiosity be- 
ing once satisfied, they soon relax into their domestic 
habits, and abandon the drama to the actors. The ezlu« 

7* 
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bitioQ <»f a sagaeieus «Iephaaty or a learned do^i w<Mild 
liave afiorded them a siotilar attraction ; antd of all the pui^ 
lie lezhibitions of any kind, none succeeded so completely^ 
•or drew^ for so long a period, full and fashionable audien- 
ces^as that of the automaton chess-player and the '^confla- 
IfVatiofl of Moscow." But, then, Mn Maelzel, who exhib- 
ited tb«s% wonders, was a wefj agreeable man, who, with 
a good-natured German smile always reserved th« first 
benches for the children, and regularly pampered them 
with sugar-plums. There was, besides, mechanical inge- 
•nnity in the performance ; and a problem to solve, which 
is always interesting to Americans. "* Of all the Knglish 
actors and actresses who have visited America at differ- 
ent periods, none have so completely succeeded as Miss 
{Lemble ; but even her talents and accomplishments had 
a fearful rival in the powerful attractions of the automa- 
ton Turk. ^^^ 

It appears, then, that the Americans, in some instances 
at least, are willing to pay for the privilege of being specfU' 
tors, but that few of them only are ever desirous of becom- 
ing actors ; that they are sometimes willing to be amused, 
bttt not disposed to divert others. — This might be expect- 
ed from a young enterprising people^ whose .talents and 
labors are turned to a better account in agriculture or 
commerce ; and whose early habits and education are re- 
pugnant to the comparatively inactive lives of performers. 
Yet the Americans have produced some very good trage- 
dian^, and have amply supplied the comic department, for 
which they seem to have a prevalent taste. 

But Jonathan's wit is essentially different from the 
English, and is, with very few exceptions^, deficient in 
humor. I never saw an Aanerican attempt the broad 
humor of John Bull without his appearing outre, and un- 
natural ; but I have hardly ever known him to fail in 

* The automaton cliess-play€r was but a short time in the United 
States, when an American rival appeared, in every respect equal to 
that which was exhlMted by Mr. Maelzel. The niechanism was the 
same, and it was exhibited in the same manner, by opening but one door 
of the box at a time. But Mr. Maelzel had the triumph of beating him. 
or rather of makii\g him decline his challeng^e ; the person concealed 
in the American aiitojnaton being a weaker player than Mr. Schlum- 
berger (employed by Mr. Maelzel) whose skill in the game had for ma- 
^ years been tested by the players of the Ckifi de Begeiice. 
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satire and sarcasm. Neither did T ever hear those shouts 
of laughter, in America, which an English comic actor is 
wont to draw forth from his audience at home. 

The Americans do not^laugh at honest bluntness, or 
good-natured simplicity, and are, of all people in the 
world, the least capable of appreciating la bagatelle. If 
Jonathan is to laugh he must have a point given him, or, 
in other words, he must laugh to some purpose. One re- 
semblance, however, there is between him and his brother, 
which consists in both being very fond of laughing at the 
expense of their neighbors. English, French, Dutch and 
Germans are in turn made to suffer the stings of American 
wit, and the respective descendants of these natioqs in 
the United States furnish a fund of anecdote for that pur- 
pose. Accordingly the Germans of Pennsylvania, the 
Dutch of New York, the Creoles of New Orleans, &c., 
have each, their caricaturists, and are successively rep- 
resented on the American stage. The western people, 
especially, are the objects of peculiar merriment, and 
among them the Kentuckians,on account of their natural 
boldness and simpiieity,'are the most prominent. The 
latter are, perhaps, the only people in the United States, 
who, with great natural wit combine also a fund of humor 
and good nature. They are the Irish of America, at 
whose expense every body laughs, and who, in return, 
make sport of every body. The best anecdotes are told 
of them, and the keenest repartees are ascribed to their 
shrewdness. They are represented as reckless of enter- 
prise, intrepid in danger, chivalrous of conduct, and as 
jolly in company as any son of the Emerald Isle. But 
they have this advantage over the Irish, which is manifest 
in their whole carriage — that their merits are acknowledg- 
ed, and their peculiarities (the offsprings of many mao^ 
virtues) readily excused by the more charitable feelings of 
their countrymen. 

But the most salient point of American wit consists in 
their political caricatures, which have all the poignancy of 
the French, with the weight and substance of the English* 
I remember many of them which were exceedingly inge- 
nious, and as reeidily seized by the people^ as those of 
France are by the Parisians. I shall only mention one 
of these, iUiistratiye of Jonathan'^ capacity to take off 
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characters. Before the late amicable adjustment of thft 
difficulties with France, a caricature was published in 
America, representing General Jackson shaking his cane 
at the King of the French, while in the left hand he 
was holding a bag of money, bearing the inscription 
«* 25,000,000 francs;" with the words to his mouth, 
** 'Tis well that you paid me, or by the Eternal — — " to 
which the king was represented bowing and waving his 
hands with the words "Not another word of apology, my 
dear General, I beg you." It would, perhaps, be difficult 
to make a better comment on the conduct of either of 
these distinguished individuals than is contained in that 
print. 

Yet with all this wit the Americans do not laugh as much 
as either the English or the French, and in^ujgjij sarcasm 
only for their private gratification, or to^^mw^^n enemjr. 
Owing to this peculiarity of character, few English actors, 
in the comical department, have ever satisfied an Ameri- 
can public, /or any length of time, and their own country- 
men, however popular, must equally despair of success. 

I know no object more deserving of pity, than a comic 
actor on an American stage. He is always expected to 
say something witty ; and yet, he is to give no offence to 
any part of his audience. His doings and sayings are to 
be pointed ; yet, in whatever direction he turns, he is 
sure to give offence, and to have his transgressions visit' 
ed on his head. He is to be a politician, and yet offisnd 
no party ; he is to ridicule the whims and follies of wo- 
men, but not offend any of the ladies present ; he is 
obliged to please the taste of the rich, who are best capa* 
ble of rewarding his merits ; but he must take care lest, 
by offending the poor, he may be hissed off the stage, 
and when too late be made to repent of his folly. 

For this reason there are but few characters well rep- 
resented on the American stage, among which that of 
** a tar," is always sure to give satisfaction. The Irish, 
of late, has also become very popular. But since Power's 
representation of that character, few Americans can hope 
to succeed in it. Punning, therefore, is the usual resort 
of a comic actor in trouble. But this is a kind of wit, 
which, in time, is sure to produce surfeit, and requires 
such a variety of objects for its exercise, that it is with 
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difficulty repleniished when it is once spent upon one. 
The efforts, too, which a punster is contantly obliged to 
make to conceal the ebbs and flows of his wit, are dis- 
agreeable, and deprive it of the best part of its effect. 
Besides, it is in) possible to be always new and success- 
ful ; and the disappointment produced by a bad pun, or 
one with which we are already familiar, is more than suf- 
ficient to overbalance the pleasure which we receive from 
one that is pointed ^nd original.' We can see a good 
character represented an hundred times, and still be 
pleased by th^ performance; but it would be difficult to 
listen to a repetition of puns without feelings of perfect 
disgust. 

In music the Americans seem to succeed better than in 
tragedy or comedy ; and the establishment of an Italian 
Opera in New York, on a scale which would do credit to^ 
any capital in Europe, shows, at least, the willingness x)f 
a certain portion of the people to contribute largely to 
the cultivation of that taste. The Italian Opera-house 
in the city of New York, was built in a very costly style ; 
singers wore procured from Italy at a great expense, and 
the orchestra filled with skilful' performers from France 
and Germany. The company left nothing undone which 
could gratify the public ; but unfortunately the prices of 
boxes and the pit were very high, (just double of what 
they were in the other theatres,) and the entertainments 
not sufficiently varied to please the American palate. 
The undertaking, therefore, proved a failure, find involved 
its projectors in considerable loss. The principal cause 
of this ill success must have been the language, to which 
the by far greater part of the audience were total stran- 
gers ; and whi<^, to brother Jonathan, is, after all, not 
half as sonorous as the King's English. 

But of whatever depravity of taste tho lower classes of 
Americans and English may be judged guilty, (for I be- 
lieve John Bull is, in this respect, not a whit better than 
his brother,) I maintain that their relish of what they are 
able to understand is far from being discreditable to their 
good sense, and is at least as valuable as the spurious re- 
finement of those distinguished admirers of the opera« 
who frequent it only because it is a fashionable entertain- 
ment. Music, it is true, does not address itaelf directly to 
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the understanding ; but afTects it indirectly through the 
feelings ; yet I do not see how the understanding can be 
made judge of it at all, Without the medium of language. 
I am aware there are those who believe that the under- 
standing has nothing to do with it, and that harmony and 
melody are productive of a sort of agreeable sensation in 
the ear, similar to that which a cat may feel when its ears 
are scratched. 

But there are others who opine— and probably with 
more justice — that music has the power of indicating 
the particular tone of our feelings, and of causing them 
to sympathise with those of the composer. They main- 
tain that an opera is but a musical drama, in which melody 
and harmony take the place of declamation, and that its 
excellency, therefore, must be judged by the perfect 
agreement between the music and the text. On this ac- 
count they are apt to admire the compositions of Mozart 
and Beethoven, and prefer them by far to the brilliant 
works uf Rossini «md HcUini. They claim of an nvprture 
that it shall be a proper introduction to an opera, by pre- 
paring the feelings of the audience for the dramatic action 
which is to follow, and to which it ought to be the index. 
For this reason they extol the overtures to *' Don Juan** 
and "Fidelio," and criticise those of the " Gazza ladra" 
and *' Tancredi "as being little adapted to their respective 
subjects. They can see no miracle in Mozart's compos- 
ing the overture to " Don Juan " within an hour of the 
time of its first performance ; because it was merely the 
index to a work, which, as the author, he must have 
known by heart. Neither do they wonder at the musi- 
cians' performing it prima vista; because, having re- 
hearsed the opera, they must have been familiar with the 
theme. Our modern composers and performers, they 
pretend, would be reduced to a greater stress were they 
ever placed in similar circumstances. 

These doctrines, it must be allowed, contain a tolerable 
apology for the simple taste of Americans in not patron- 
ising the Italian opera. If the perfection of an opera 
consists in the mutual agreement between the text and 
the music, the good people of New York lost, at least, one 
half of the entertainment by not understanding the Ian* 
guage, and were obliged to pay for the remaining half 
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double of what they were accustomed to pay for. a whole 
night's amusement at another theatre. The ratio was as 
one to four when compared to the other plays, and was, 
consequently, too unreasonable to satisfy such nice calcu- 
lators as the Americans. 

A b.eautiful song, of which we understand neither the 
words nor the meaning, can, after all, produce little more 
satisfaction than original iambics to a person unacquaint- 
ed with Greek. He might be pleased with the measures 
and the harmony; but he could not appreciate their adap- 
tation to the subject of the poem. Whatever opinions 
men of fashion may entertain on this subject, I shall 
always believe that there is no more charity in condemn- 
ing a man's taste for music, because he does not join in 
the common-place admiration of Italian operas, than in 
denying his taste for literature, because he is not delighted 
with the original text of an author of whom he does not 
understand the language. 

But it must not be inferred that, because the Americans 
have not patronised the Italian opera, they are utterly 
insensible to musia They are, on the contrary, passion- 
ately fond of it ; but gratify their taste in a manner much 
more substantial and profitable. They like to become 
musicians themselves,, and prefer paying for tuition to a 
master, to encouraging the art in othersj 

Most of the Italian and German performers, who, at 
first, gave concerts in the United States, were finally in- 
duced to become teachers, and, in the latter capacity, 
have not only been able to maintain themselves, but have 
laid up something for the future. The success of the in- 
structers can only be ascribed to the readiness of the 
pupils to improve ; which, in turn, bespeaks a prevalent 
taste for the accomplishment. 

Neither are the Americans behindhand in supporting 
operas performed in English ; and the names of the best 
German, Italian and French composers have, in this 
manner, become as familiar to American ears as they are 
to any dilettanti of Europe. " Der Freischiitz," " The 
Barber of Seville," " The White Lady," " Fra Diavolo," 
and '' Gustavus," have all had their run on the American 
stage ; and it may even be observed that MadameMalibran 
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was first brought into notice by the encouraging- plaudits 
of an American audience.* 

The general predilection, however, is in favor of sa- 
cred music ; and there exist, in most of the large cities of 
the United States, societies for its cultivation and en- 
couragement. Among these the ** Handel and Haydn 
Society " of Boston, and the «* Musical Fund Society" of 
Philadelphia, are most deserving of notice, as they are 
both extremely well organised, and directed by able and 
scientific leaders. The latter, especially, ranks amongst 
its members not only a great number, of German and 
French amateurs, but also a very respectable body of pro- 
fessors, whose talents are called into active exercise by 
frequent concerts and oratorios, and by the liberal prizes 
which the society annually offers for the best ciompositions 
in the various departments of the art. 

One fact, however, is most remarkable in the ** Hslndel 
and Haydn Society*' of Boston, which consists in most of 
its members being mechanics, cultivating music for no 
other purpose than because they are really fondof it, and 
wish to introduce it into their churches. Vocal music, 
therefore, is their principal object, and the choruses the 
best part of their oratorios. The taste is certainly lauda- 
ble, and the more so as it is peculiar to a class of men 
which are unjustly supposed to be incapable of refine- 
ment. 

It is quite a curious spectacle to see the sacred compo- 
sitions of the old German masters revived and studied by 
a company of unassuming workmen in the New World, 
while, in Germany, it would be difficult to procure a fash- 
ionable audience for either, as long as Lanner and Strauss 
set the whole population on waltzing. The much admir- 
ed sensibility of the Germans seems, by some sad perver- 
sion, to have betaken itself to their heels, where it is now 
productive of such vehement revolutions as are scarcely 
equalled by the wheels of a locomotive. Even the classic- 
al operas of Mozart are gradually withdrawing from the 
German stage, to go begging in England ; and I am cer- 
tainly not exaggerating the case when I state it as ray 

• I am aware that Madame Malibran first sung in England j but she 
was then not so much applauded as subsequently in America. 
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cftndid opinion that the best compositions of Mozart and 
Beethoven are becoming more familiar to English and 
American ears, than to the greater portion of their own 
conntrynaen. <« 

I have already alluded to the parlor amnsement in the 
United States, which consists, principally in vocal and in- 
strumental music. The performers, on such occasions, 
are usually ladies ; the gentlemen's accomplishment^ in 
the arts being commonly confined to the flute. I do not 
remember having heard a single amateur performer on 
the violin during my whole residence in the United States. 
The ladies who are able to devote a much longer time to 
their education, are, in this repect, vastly superior t»the 
gentlemen, and perform oflen exceedingly well on the pi- 
ano, the guitar, and the harpsichord. Those of Philadel- 
phia and Baltimore are most accomplished in the art, as 
they are not only more assiduous in its cultivation, but 
enjoy the advantage of the hest German instructors. 
Their being, in part, descended from Germans, may also 
contribute to their predilection in favor of " concord of 
sweet sounds,^' which taste is any thing but diminished 
by a southern latitude. 

On the whole, I should judge the musical talents of 
Americans superior to those of the English, especially in 
the middle and southern States, where they have been 
constantly improving by emigrants from the continent of 
Europe* The English will hear the best music as long as 
they are willing to ^ay for it; but the Americans will 
soon be able to make it themselves. The English will al- 
ways remain great consumers of musical talent, but the 
Americans will produce it. 

No transition seems to be more natural than that from 
music to painting ; and it will be proper, therefore, to of- 
fer a few remarks also on that subject. As far as I am 
able to ascertain, there is, in America, no deficiency of 
talent either for drawing or painting;' but there is little or 
nothing done for their encouragement. The educatioii of 
an American artist, with the only exception of a f}BW, not 
very competent drawing-masters, is altogether left to him- 
self, and to the chance he may have of visiting Europe 
and studying the old masters. There exists, as yet, no 
public gallery in any of the large cities of ttie United 

8 
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the ancient over the modern schools ; but it is a superior- 
ity which belongs to their age more than to the individu- 
als who flourished in it, and cannot, therefore, be re-pro^- 
dueed by the most strenuous efforts of our contempora'- 
ries. . 

Our present artists mOvc in a narro\^cr sphere. Their 
province does not extend beyond the borders of humanity ; 
and their coneeptionfs, therefore, must be of a lower ca«rt. 
They may picture to US n^n in hi^ mfost perfect fori^; 
bat beyond this, their imagination wil! not easily doar, 
and in beholding theii^ works we are irresistibly ehainM 
to tlttJ earth. They may stil! have the poi^er Of gratify- 
ing the senseS) but they lack the nobility of conceptioilk 
ikUd the divine spirit whieb py^dides oirei^ the tr O^ks of tlid 
old masters. 
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Neither are our mpdem worshippers of the art aay 
longer imbued with the saoie spirit which charaeteris^ 
the people of the middle ^es. Ours is the age. of de^ 
mpustrative philosophy, the most totally opposed to the 
geatle sympathies of a believing mind. Our understand- 
ings have become accustomed to seize abstract forms and 
ideas, established by a process of reasonings rather than 
to be led to a generous belief by the beauty and harmony 
of nature. In proportion as we have trusted oar under- 
standing, our feelings have lost the power of guiding ua, 
and our imagination has become dull and obscure. 

Hence, instead of representing angels, genii, and saints 
to our turbid imaginations, our modern artists entertain us 
with subjects more on a level with ourselves; and what 
can be more so than the portrait of a friend, or of otp* 
own perfections. Portrait painting has become the chief 
branch of the art to which all others are not only acces- 
sory and subordinate, but without which no other can now 
please or succeed. 

The artist, therefore, has no longer the choice of his 
fifubject ; but exhausts his talent, as he may be employed 
and directed ; and, instead of following his oWn imagina^ 
tion and genius, is obliged to conform to the peculiar taste 
of his patrons. The art, it is true, has become more 
popular, but, with the greater nun^ber of its votaries, its 
former sanctity is lost. It gives more universal pleasure, 
but is less capable of affecting individuals ; and instead 
of entertaining them with subjects above them, is obliged 
to descend to their level. 

This is the reason why portrait painting has become so 
universally popular. We hardly become tired to look at 
ourselves in a glass, which, moreover, reflects our image 
without flattery, and exhibits to us daily the visible marks 
of time and decay ; how much more, then, must we be 
pleased with a .portrait, which is not subject to decrepi- 
tude, and represents us always under the niost favorable 
combination of light and attitude 1 . The foible is par- 
donable, and flatters our vanity. What, after all, can be 
more satisfactory to a man of taste than to leave to the 
world some traces of his ephemeral existence ?T-to be im^ 
mortalized by a favorite of the muses, and hung up in a 
gallery amongst a whole heaven of gods and goddesses? 
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-*^o CBTij thti 8wM cotfsolatidn to tire grave that his Jncr- 
ture, after geh^ratioAs shall have past, may yet be more 
valdahle thati the oHg!nal t If he weaf ati uniform, a 
nfiHrie, or some other decoration to distinguish himself 
from th6 rest of m&drkiad, nothing hut a toUch of the brusi 
trill 'be required to transmit his merits, in (he btightest 
colors, to an admiring posterity ; abd if his nlame be not 
insci'ibed on martfle, he may at least cherish a hope that 
some of his friends will have it engraved on sieelf " from 
an original picture of Sir Thomas Lawrende," ' 

Our feelings have grown too egotistical even t6 wider- 
stand the works of the old masters ; much less to imitate 
them. Amongst the hundreds who annually visit Rome 
and Florence for the laudable purpose of improving their 
tastes, there is scarcely one whose mind is tuned in nnisoti 
with their spirit, to comprehend the vastness of their de- 
signs, or to perceive the divine attributes of truth and 
eternity which are every where imprinted on their poetic 
personages. But without sympathising with the masters 
of the old school, we shall in vain attempt to catch the 
inspiration of their works. Let us analyze them as we' 
may, let us descend to the minutest details ; the soul will 
not be found in any particular part of the body, but will 
forever escape our anatomical investigation. It is of to6 
sublime a nature to cling to so rude an instrument as the 
knife of a modern dissector. The old painters are doom- 
ed to the fate of the classics, an aeqtiaintance with which 
is indispensable to erudition; but whose works are no 
longer understood without a commentary. They may 
still be the object of universal admiration, but inspire n6 
longer those electric feelings which prompted tlfe ancients 
to deeds of heroic valor. 

If this is the fatef of the masters exalted in the opinions 
of mankind, t^hat can be the prospects of a beginner t 
Which way is a young artist to turn, to keep his heart atird 
his mind uninfluenced by the growing egotism of tto 
world ? Where are the awful mysteries of religion, anrf 
the edchantments of a spiritaafl world to fecundate hiar 
itnagination, and to preserve it pure in an age of unbelief 
atid material philosophy? Cause and effect of real great- 
tiess in the arts are alike vanishing from the present gen- 
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eratipo: ; aiul the loftj pupil of the divine masters degene- 
rates into a sordid copyist of Ins patron's pimples. 

The great advantage, then, which Europe possesses 
over America, with regard to the fine arts, are the nu- 
merous collections of paintings and statuary treasured up 
in her churches and galleries. These will probahly re- 
main forever unequalled, npt only by Americans, but also 
by European artists of all times. They are now more 
the objects of pride and vanity in their owneis than of re- 
al veneration for the genius of their author. 

Ours is an age of science, and not of the arts. The 
eternal truths ** of nature and of nature's God,'* which it 
is the province of the fine arts to reveal in. forms^ are no 
longer the objects of pious mysticism, but of philosophical 
discussion and mathematical demonstration. The pres- 
ent age cannot be affected by what they are unable to 
understand^ and not convinced, except by a process of 
reasoning. Hence the progress of the exact sciences and 
their accessories, — and the visible decline of poetry and 
the arts. The aggregate of human kjiowledg6 is increas- 
ed, and the condition of man improved beyond all com- 
parison; but the more delicate feelings of our hearts 
have become blunted, and the sacred awe of the spiritual 
world changed iuto a self-sufficient complacency at the 
subjugation of inanimate nature. 

In proportion as the understanding and the judgment 
are cultivated, the imagination must suffer or be cl:^cked 
in its progress, and, with it, the arts to which it gives life. 
The more accurately a fhing is defined, the less room is 
left to the imagination to enlarge upon it ; and the mind 
once accustomed to the rigor of mathematical demonstra- 
tion, is not apt to lose itself in the boundless regions of 
fisincy. Judgment, too, partakes always of the nature of 
criticism. It is an analytical process of the mind, which 
eonsists rather in dissecting and destroying, than in unit* 
ing different objects to an harmonious whole. In every 
work of art, on the contrary, the unity of all the parts — 
the totality of the^ impression — is the principal object to 
which all others must be subordinate. The genins of the 
artist is x^reative, and his conceptions are at onoe a com- 
plete and perfect whole ; the province of science is the 
universe, iahd the melins of exploring it a finite intelli- 
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gence. The man of science, therefore, can only combine 
what exists ; but in no instance is he aUe to add, creates' 
or improve on a single object in nature. Step by step is 
nature to be conque^red ; each new idea must give birth to 
another, and it is only by their painful combination that 
the truth is finally revealed. But the characteristic of 
science is certainty, and its reward consciousness of pow- 
er. Its applications are universal, and contribute every- 
where to the amelioration of conditions. The arts may 
flourish in a despotic country ; but the light of science 
cannot be difTused amongst a people without raising them 
above the condition of slaves. The arts may be employ- 
ed for mean and sordid purposes, buT science always en- 
nobles human nature, and is, of all pursuits, the most cal- 
culated to secure permanent happiness. Monarchs may 
patronise the arts — republics must encourage the sci- 
ences. 

In proportion as the sciences advaticed, the arts dietefri- 
orated ; but it wasnot until the decline of the latter, tli«t 
America rose into an independent existence. The period 
in the history of Europe, advantageous to the cultivation 
of the arts, was passed : the very settlement of the Unit* 
ed States was owing to protestantism in religion and pol- 
itics. There were no monuments of Rome and Greece 
to awaken a taste for the arts ; and the wild dramas of 
the Indian wars called for energies and talents di^rent 
from those which play in the lap of the Muses. 

Hardly had America, escaped from destroetion at home, 
and oppression from abroad, before the French revolutioa 
began to convulse the whole world with its doctrines and 
victories^ America wa« again forced into a war, ^nd it 
is scarcely twenty years since she has enjoyed anmc^est- 
ed tranquUlityv But what period ta this* for a nation in 
its history of the fine arts? And What has been the jirs- 
gress of the arts during that period in Europe \ Let tke 
question be presented in this light, and its inevitable an* 
swer must be, thai, compared to former times, they have, 
in CifrFope, deteriorated, whil^ in America they have eer* 
tainly progressed, notwithstanding the almost total want. 
of eticouragement of artists in the United States. 
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CHAPTER V. 



AMERICAN LXTERATURE.-^ITS RELATION TO THE ENGLISH. 
PERIODICALS. DAiLY PRESS.; — CITY AND COUNTRY PA- 
PERS. THEIR INFLUENCE ON THE POLITICAL PROSPECTS 

OP THE NATION. "^ 



" The termination of tbe Revolutionary War," says the 
learned author of *' Men and Manners/' *^ lef^ the United 
States with a population graduating in civilization from 
slaves to planters. The scale went low enough, hut un- 
fortunately, not very high. The great mass of the white 
population, especially i& the Northern States, w^e hy i^o 
means deficient in such education, ds was suited to their 
circumstances. In a country in which abject povei^ty was 
happily a stranger, there existed few obstacles to the gen- 
ei^al diffusion of elementary instruction. But between the 
amount of acqtiirement of the richer and poorer classes 
little disparity existed. Where the' necessity of labor ^^s 
imposed on all, it w«d not pfobable that any demaofl 
should exist for learning, not immediately connected with 
the business of life. To the grower of indigo and tobac' 
cOf to the feller of timber^ or the retailer of cutlery and dry 
goods J the refinements of liter atttre were necessarily' unknown.' 
Iq her whole population America^did not number a single 
scholar in the higher aeeeptation of the term, and hsAi 
every boelc in her whole territory been contributed to 
form a naitional library, it wotfld not have afforded tbe 
materials from which a sehelar 4S0uld be framed.'^ 
• # * 

**In short, the state of American society is such as to 
afford no leisure for any thing so unmarketable as abstract 
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knowledge. For the pursuit of such studies, it is neces- 
sary that the proficient * should fit audience find, though 
few/ He must he ahle to calculate on sympathy, at least, 
if not encouragement ; and assuredly he would find 
neither in the TJnited States.'* 

• . • . . • 

' *' I am aware, it will he urged that the state of things 
I have described is merely transient, and that when pop«> 
lation shall haye become more dense, and increased com- 
petition shall have rendered commerce and agriculture 
less lucrative, the pursuits of' science and literature will 
engross their due proportion of the national talent. I 
hope it may be so; but, yet it cannot be disguised that 
hitherto there has been no visible approximation towards 
such a condition of society. In the present generation of ' 
Americans 1 can detect no symptoms of improving taste^ or 
increasing elevation of intellect. On the contrary, the fact 
has been irresistibly forced on my conviction that they are 
altogether .inferior to those, whose place, in the course of 
nature, they are soon destined to occupy. Compared 
with their fathers, I have no hesitation in pronouncing 
the younger portion of the higher classes to be less libe^ 
ral, less enlightened, less observant of the proprieties of 
life, and certainly far less pleasing in manners and de*- 
portment." 

Thus ends his discussion on American literature and 
education, in which not a single author or work is named,, 
to corroborate his statements, and which it would be im- 
possible to recognize as bearing on literature at all, if the 
reader were not good-taatu redly informed of it by the run- 
ning title of the book. Every assertion it contains is 
purely gratuitous,* and but the echo of his own feelings 

* Except, perhaps, his observation on the manners of the young men 
of the " higher dosses." But in America the offspring of the higher 
classes are usually not only inferior to their progenitors, but, in the 
greater number of instances, als6 to the children ot the inferior orders. 
The most active and enterprising merchants of Boston and New York 
are not sons of rich men. Neither w.ere the names of the most disti&> 
guished American statesmen known in the fashionable circles, before 
their fame had connected tJiem with the history of their country. Ge- 
nius is seldom hereditary ; and in a country where every man advances 
by his own talents and energies, we need be as little astonished to see 
4;he son of a rich inan inferior to his father, as to behold the ofl&pring 
of poor par^ts rise to consideriEition and dignity. 



fllQ^ pr^dicM purely ^e learVi'^d iut%ar fur^'r^Wii a 
fii^^xt\A\\\\xiiHi\m oiM ^d^ntity of ^U\Qi6)^\^ k mii 
m«^y gfithht frbihirdi^eliiii^, efnd hcr\^ th6 ih6fi'6*st tlifou^lfd 
tm 8pHtt^6 of actioii' of a ngifiori lij^y &e' AkcW6red froiir 
the top of a stage coach. Th6f6 f^ ri6<(Wn^ i6' easy d^ (&t 
a man who has, either from dispositioa or hdljit, taken a 
strong dislifk^^ to r^pibbfrcitn iflstittHtiotes, fo^ dfeclaim,. tro 
general terms, 6ti' their pernicioiii itlflilietfce ou scren^^ 
and literatare;^ bat if he attempt to state fettia With Wbioli 
he is only acqaainted from^ li"e^riay, he will as^redl^ h^ 
Iray the partictrlar tone of hi« sentiWents, or be guilMy 6^ 
Hiisrepfesentations. 

Ainerica, at the close of the ^evolutkynary war, did 
Bomber amongst its popt^fatfon, not only scholars,^ btft 
inen of the pdrest and loftiest genius. — Franklin and 
Thomas Jefferson would have immortalt:^d theipsetv^s 
by their writings and re«i!sonings, even if neither of thenf 
had ever risen above the political horizon of his eotrntry. 
The theory -Of electricity of the former would, alone^ ba^e 
sufficed to mark him as one of the most logical intellects 
which ever graced science, and would have transmitted 
his fame to the latest posterity. America eotrld boast of 
orators like James Otis and Patrick Jlenry,* and exhibit- 
ed the virtues of her legislators in the framing of her con^ 
stitution. John Edwards, William Douglas, and William 
Bartram had distinguished themselves by their writings ; 
and the latter, a quaker of Pennsylvania, was pronounced 
by Linnaeus to be *'the greatest natural botanist in the 
w6rld." . Thomas Godfrey, of Philadelphia, was the inven- 
tor of the invaluable instrument to navigators which, 
afterwards, by a misnomer, was called **Hadley's Quad- 
rant ; " David Rittenhonse invented a new method of 
fluxions ; and Timothy Cutler, Elisha-Williams, and Tim- 
othy Clapj of Yale College, wpre celebrated for their 
knowledge of classical literature.t In 1761 the transit of 
Venus was observed from the coast of Newfoundland (the 
most westerly part of the world from which the conclu- 
sion could be seen,) by Professor Winithrop, of Harvard 

• *'^ Henry, the forest-bom Demosthenes, 

Whose thunder shook the Philip of the seas." 

Byron, 
t Qnihame*s History of the tJmted Stales, 




iCoJlege; y^l^Q ofis^f^e^ bijffksfilf ,qf jtlye jtask ;fli the 199^ 

able msm^F ; ^4 *?8«4 W^ ^^J^^f^m .defrayed tj ^ft^ie g)e;]b 
e^al f^y^ pjF Jtf^ssjacl^iAaetkU.* Tfti^ uftc^QwbtedlF prAvei? 
ih^ *.* jI;q thjB grojy^^ pi' ^igp ^WjJ ff^cfio, tq the ^Jiir 
9^ timli^er^ a*4 the retailer of fiji^fXprj ?pd dry gpQdf, tj!}^ 
.re£aemepts of Iji^er^tMre \|rer.e ^,ec,e£;9.9ri|7 ,uQtL];u).wn«** 

M;;. H|amill;on ^ttrfJl^iiX^^ t}ip inffuoit stjaj^e.of Ii;teratjiH>e i^ 
t1^ iJpted St^te^ to the jstate of ^Qcietyj r^4 ^iH^JpfllUy 
to tbeir republicafi form of go^er.Diij^ent XM M^ ^^^ ho^ 
&r $1? popplufjl,OQs ^e hor/^e Qj^,t by histo^-y ? Let U9 1 
qi^e bow lAucI^ ED^^D,d has.do^e for the meptal e^aofii- 
patiQA of be^ coloniep ; and wheith^er the arjt^ aa^ ^c^eac,es 
have receiv.ed a c^eck or ^ impuUe, by the declaratioi^i pf 

i^idepe^cjl^'l^^^ • 

"WfiiSifi^ Brit^, ii^ ithe eaxlie^^ Bta^e fi£ her ^i^ericao 

colo^e^, 4es^.ou8.of ^Qvernjing tl^eip not q^ly \fy superior 
phy$jical poiYfer, but al^o Ipy a preponderance of ^u^ellect^. 
Commerce and literature were alike monopol^s^eijl by En^^r 
la^nd, ,wbo$e interest it >y:as to k^eep Ajmerica dependent 
on British inan,u/i^,ct;ur.e and science. T^hi^ state of servi- 
tude, the moat degrading which ever ^exi^ted in any cc^iiptr 
try, was .e^n^qrced by tite most ^-i^orpus laws; and tl^jB 
privilege of printing and put^lishing books \t^a$, by jtlie 
yery cnartejr, refused to some of the coJtoijiiejs. 

The encouragement whicb America^ gentleogien pf jsci* 
euce Bx^d l^ra,ture l^ad to expe^ct from England; was 
^noAt happjiiy illustrated by the co^jd^i pf tViJliam Pitt, 
a,ft|erw;^^ds EarJ of Chatham, yho r^fvised tp CQmmuQ.e 
personally ,witl;i Dr. Fxankljn, but f,ent him .^ord, thrpugh 
one of his upder secretaries, V that he thought h^jpa a re? 
jspeciable man." t Fr^jokUu w^^ then at the zenith of hi3 
scientific a.ud poU.tical renown ; and if he received »ucjb 
Iflatterjng testimo^iies of his .** respectability" frpn^ men, 
fayorjEible to the pause of America, what coi^ld he.a,nd }^8 
.colleagi^es hope for from the jealousy '.of tl^eif politicaj 
.opponents. 

The onjy literary institution aided ^?y ?!^oyalty, in Amer 
j'ica, during the space of two centuries, ijFas the college 
of *»\yiJ^ljL^m and SJtary?" in Yvrgiijia, tp yirl^ich a dpiikatioiyt 

* Graha,i](ie'3 m^lory of the United States, 
fbid. 
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was made bj tlie King and Queen, more for political and 
religions purposes, however, than for the actual promotion 
of learning. When Dean Berkelej' (afterwards Bishop of 
dojne) went to America to establish a seminary of learn- 
ing, the House of Commons voted the sum of^O,OOOL for 
that purpose ; but this sum was never paid — and after- 
wards voted in aid of the colony of Georgia, a kind of 
military establishment, for the protection of the frontiers 
of South Carolina. Oibson, bishop of London, after re^ 
peatedly pressing the subject on Walpole, obtained finally 
the following unceremonious answer : '* If you put this 
question to me as a Minister, I must and can assure you 
that the money shall undoubtedly be paid, as soon as the 
public convenience will allow ; but if you ask me as a 
friend whether Dean Berkeley should continue in America, 
expecting the paymient of the 20,0001., I advise him, by 
all means, to return to Europe, and to give up his present 
expectations." 

The attorney-general expressed himself in still plainer 
terms ; for, when the agent of the colonies applied to 
him for his sanction to have a patent sealed confirming 
the grant of the 20,000Z. under the religious plea, that it 

/was for the benefit of the souls of the colonists, he merely 
replied, laconically, "Never mind their souls** — "let 
them plant tobacco." 

Governor Johnston, of North Carolina, (the first royal 
governor after the surrender of the proprietary Charter,) 
levied, it is true, taxes for the purpose of founding schools ; 
but unfortunately employed the money so raised for other 
purposes. No sooner, however, was the declaration of 
independence acknowledged by Great Britain, than the 
Assembly of North Carolina, " aware of the bonds which 
connect knowledge with liberty, and ignorance with despot- 
ism,** founded a seminary of learning in that province. 
Yale, and Princeton colleges were established by the 
munificence of the people, without the assistance of the 
British government, or of royal bounty. Harvard Col- 
lege was established by the Puritan fathers only ten years 
after their settlement in America ; biit never enjoyed the 
academical privileges of similar institutions in England ; 
though many laws were enacted, for that purpose, by the 
provincial legislature of Massachusetts, which were all 
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disallowed by the British parliament, bent upon protraet- 
ing the period of America's mental and national pupillar- 
ity. The editors and authors of periodicals were throwa 
into prison, and until 1730 a strict censorship established 
in New England, the most literary of all the colonies. 

*' No encouragement,'* says Grahame, '* seems eyer to 
have been given by the Englilsh govei*nment to the culti- 
vation of science and literature in the American prov- 
inces,'except in the solitary instance of a donation of 
William and Mary in aid of the college which took its 
name from them in Virginia. The policy adopted by the 
parent state in this respect is very directly indicated by 
one of the royal governors in the beginning of the 
eighteenth century. 

* As to the college erected in Virginia,' says the officer, 
* and other designs of the like nature, which have been 
proposed for the encouragement of learning, it is only to 
foe observed in genera], that although great advantages 
may accrue to the mother state both from the labors and 
luxuries of its plantations^ yet they will probably be mis* 
taken who imagine that the advancement of literature, and the 
improvement of arts and sciences in our American colonies^ 
can be of any service to the British state J* 

**We have already seen the instructions,'* continues 
Grahame, ** that were given to the royal governors by 
the English court, both prior and subsequent to the revo- 
lution of 1688, to restrain the exercise of printing within 
their jurisdiction. Many laws were enacted in New 
England after that event, for enlarging the literary privi- 
leges and honors of Harvard university, which were all 
disallowed by the British government." 

With what justice, therefore^ does our modern tourist, 
afler expounding on venison and Madeira — for the 
learned author of *^ Men and Manners " treats very fully 
on these subjects — obtrude his remarks on American 
literature and science at that period?-— and this to prove 
that liberal governments are necessarily opposed to their 
progress 1 • 

Again, Mr. Hamilton assures his readers that in the 
present generation of Americans **he can discover no 
symptoms of improving taste, or increasing elevation of in 
tellect.'* On the contrary, the fact has been irresistibly 
9 
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forced OB his conviction ** that they are altogether inferior 
to those whose place, in the course of nature, they are 
soon destined to occupy." By what facts does he estab- 
lish this gratuitous assertion ? Have the Americans, 
since the revolutionary war, produced no men of science 
known in Europe ? no writer of note whose works have 
been republished in England and on the Continent 3 One 
single fact will answer these questions better than all 
speculations on the subject. 

The '* American Booksellers' Advertiser" notices the 
following different publications, during the year 1835, ex- 
clusive of pamphlets, periodicals, and new editions. (The 
first column contains the number of original American 
publications; the second, the number of republications of 
foreign works ; and the third, the sum total of both.) 



Subjects. 


American. 


Foreign. 


Total. 


Biographies 

History - - . - 

Travels by Sea and Land 

Statistics and Commerce - 

Theology - - . 

Religious and Domestic Duties - 

Miscellaneous - . - 

Almanacks - - - 

Ethics and Politics 

Law . - - - 

JVledicine and Surgery 

.Arts and Sciences 

Novels and Tales 

Poetry - - - . 

Elducation - - * 

Juvenile - - - - 


19 

4 

12 

9 

20 

15 

24 

10 

5 

9 

6 

15 

31 

7 

60 

22 


11 
8 
11 
2 
22 
15 
10 

3 

3 

5 

8 

33 

12 

15 

17 


30 
12 
23 
11 
42 
30 
34 
10 
8 
12 
11 
23 
64 
19 
75 
39 




268 


175 


443 



Making in all 443 works, or 547 vols. Allowing each 
edition to consist only of 1000 copies, the number of vol- 
umes printed amounted last year (1835) to 547,000 ; ex- 
clusive of pamphlets, periodicals, and new editions. 

We remark here the great increase of original publica- 
tions, instead of the diminution which struck the learned 
author of *' Men and Manners." 
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In 1833, there were published, in the United States, one 
third more foreign than original works; but, in 1835 the 
ratio had already increased in favor of the former. A 
German writer * observes that this is a strong proof that 
the United States are about to form their own literature, 
especiallj as regards the solid and useful branches of ed- 
ucation. These publications show better than all reason- 
ing that in America an author may at least *< fit audi- 
ence find,'' and that he may calculate on the sympathy 
and encouragement of the public ; else the enterprising 
spirit of the Americans would not be engaged in publish- 
ing and republishing books. 

But Mr. Hamilton says, in another part of his work, 
that literature in the United States is a disgrace^ and that 
he heard the terra "literary gentleman," applied, in 
Washington, in the most taunting manner, to one of the 
representatives. This was a gross misunderstanding on 
his part. All parties in the United States — those in and 
those out of power — are proud of the literary achieve- 
ments of their champions; but they are alike averse to 
mere rhetorical flourishes. The term *' literary " is some- 
times applied ironically to a politician, in contradistinc- 
tion to practical good sense, which, indeed, was the case 
when Mr. Hamilton heard it pronounced on the floor of 
Congress; but then the distinction is not so absurd as he 
imagines, there being more than one ** literary gentle- 
man " to whom it will happily apply. 

Once more I would ask whether the writings of Hill- 
house, of Bryant, Percival, Paulding, and, above all, of 
Washington Irving and Fennimore Cooper are so little 
known in England and Europe generally, as to entitle 
the learned author of " Men and Manners " to the con- 
clusion that America will never enjoy a state of society 
favorable to literature ? 

What was the literary and scientific condition of Amer- 
ica at the time of her emancipation? — and what is it now 1 
Have no improvements been made in the system of edu- 
cation? Is there any branch of literature in which the 
Americans do not, at least, enter into Competition with 
Europe, from the most abstruse science of mathematical 

* In the jouinal entitled " Das Ausland." 
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analysis down to the <* woful ballad " and the ** flower- 
garden of epigrams and sbnnets ? '' 

It may, perhaps, be observed, that in all these branch- 
es the Americans are as yet the imitators of Europe. 
Granted. But what are fifty years in the history of a 
nation's literature, or in the iscientific development of a 
people yet combating against nature and the savages 1 
Only a small portion of the inhabitantfi of the United 
States are as yet permanently settled ; the rest are no- 
mUdes, or lead the lives of conquerors. Yet these wan- 
dering tribes know the value of literature and science, 
and, wherever they go, establish schools and seminaries of 
learning. All other nations have conquered by the sword, 
and their traces were marked by ruin and desolation : 
America, alone, vanquishes her foes by civilization, and 
marks her course by moral and religious improvements. 
There is poetry in her national development, and the 
settlements of her early colonists. Poetry is so much 
diffused throughout nature, and so intimately connected 
with man, that there is hardly an object, or an historical 
fiict, incapable of inspiring its sentiments. There is po- 
etry in light, color, sound, form, and even in numbers. 
The creation and redemption of man is the most sublime 
and Godlike poetry recorded in the Bible. Newton, by 
his optics, has become the philosopher and poet of light ; 
Mozart and Chladni sang, the one from inspiration, the 
other by philosophical combination, the praises of music; 
and the Greeks have given us the most perfect models of 
the poetry of forms. The gigantic antediluvian drama, 
with its volcanos, and earthquakes, and floods, involving 
all creation in a general wreck, has found its poet in Cu- 
vier ; but the sublimity of his conceptions consists in num- 
bers.* The spiritualism of the middle ages, and the holy 
inspiration of the followers of Christ, are the subject of 
Walter Scott's poetry ; and the military enthusiasm of 
imperial France, and its tragical end, have begot the 
plaintive strains of Lamartine. The colonization of New 
England, by the pilgrim fathers, th^ir manly assertion of 
liberty, and the sacrifice of all that is dear to mankind, 
for the very theory of freedom, is one of the most poetic- 
al^ and noble spectacles which the world ever witnessed. 

* Heine. 
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The struggle of a young and uncorrupt race against the 
gigantic forests and rivers of a pristine world ; the expir- 
ing groans of her children, and the noble enthusiasm of 
the Americans for their proud republic, form the theme of 
the poetry of Cooper. Whatever may be said of his im- 
itation of Walter Scott, he is original in his scenes and 
conceptions, and will forever remain a rival competitor 
of the great master. His works have been translated in- 
to all European languages, and, despite of the illiberal 
criticism of his own countrymen, will be read and admir- 
ed as long as there shall be a heart capable of enthusiasm 
for liberty. Whatever the Americans may now think of 
Cooper, he is, and will, probably, for a long time remain, 
the most manly and national representative of their lite- 
rature. 

Washington Irving's style is superior to Cooper's in el- 
egance and finish; but his pictures are diminutive, and 
he succeeds best in sketches. His acquaintance with, and 
I may perhaps say, predilection in favor of European 
characters, rather pleases the Americans, who are flatter- 
ed to see him ranked amongst the most classical English 
writers of the age. James K. Paulding is likewise one 
of the most fertile novelists of America. *< The Dutch- 
man's Fireside," " John Bull in America," ** Westward, 
Ho,*^' &,c. are well known even in England, and are hon- 
orable productions of a descriptive mind. He has also 
written several plays, and a parody on Walter Scott's 
«*Lay. of the Minstrel,'* entitled "Lay of the Scotcli 
Fiddler." 

Among the lyric poets pf the Americans, James 6. 
Percival holds decidedly the first rank, though Bryant 
and Dana have, perhaps, rabre taste and elegance. He is 
a calm, contemplative genius, joining a powerful imagina- 
tion to a masculine style, and a patriotic ardor which we 
only recognize again in the works of Fennimore Cooper. 
His poems, entitled '* Clio," were republished in England, 
and he was the coadjutor of Webster in the publica- 
tion of his dictionary. Bryant is editor of '* The New 
York Evening Post," and Richard H. Dana, was, for a 
time, editor of the ** North American Review." The 
best prose work of the latter is *'The Idle Man," and 
amongst hiis poems the Buccaneer is justly entitled to the 
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high reputation it enjoys in America. Some of the poems 
of Bryant have been lately translated into Germani and 
were pronounced, by competent critics, to be equal to the 
best productions of British Bards. 

John Howard Paine and Hillhou#e are the Coriphei of 
American dramatic literature. The best workss of the 
latter are «« The Last Judgment," *' Percy's Mask," and 
'* Hadad." The plays of Paine appeared first in Eng- 
land, and, I believe, met with a favorable reception. The 
author has sinee returned to America, where some of 
them have been revived on the stage, and performed to 
fashionable audiences. 

Dr. Bird, of Philadelphia, the author of several popu* 
Jar novels, is also worthy of considerable distinction as a 
dramatic writer. His Indian tragedy of Oroloosa was 
highly successful, though it was rather too full of stage 
trick and clap-trap. His Gladiator is a much superior 
performance. Though it has many faults, it possesses 
much redeeming merit ; and the personation of Mr. For- 
est not only insures its permanent popularity in the Unit- 
ed "States, but obtained for it a most favorable reception 
before a London audience. The Bride of Genoa, by 
£pes Sargent, was produced in Boston, at the Tremont 
Theatre, in the spring of 1837, the popular and clever 
native actress. Miss Clifton, sustaining the principal male 
character.J The play is founded upon incidents in the ca- 
reer of Antonio Montaldo, a plebeian, who made himself 
Doge of Genoa, in the year 1393, when he was only 22 
years old. In the ** History of the Revolutions of Ge- 
noa," he is described *' as daring and ambitious, with a 
genius equal to the most extensive views, yet of a forgiv- 
ing temper." Great license is taken with history in the 
conduct of the play, but the character of Montaldo is faith- 
fully and well represented. The success of this drama, 
on its production in Boston, was very decided, and the 
house, on the third night j crowded to overflowing with 
the most brilliant audience of the season. Its represen- 
tation in the other principal cities of the Union will prob- 
ably precede its publication, there being, unfortunately, 
no law in the United States securing to dramatic writers 
a compensation for the production of their published 
works on the stage. Another play, by the same author, 
a tragedy of the most powerful dramatic intp*'^st. entitled 
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Ve]a0ei»i it Itt preparation, and has, by competent judges, 
been prWQQnced vastly superior to the first; if so, its 
complete success cannot for one moment be doubtful. 
\y Besides these authors there is yet a number with whose 
names the British public are familiar. Miss Sigourney, 
Miss Sedgwick, (author of Hope Leslie,) Mrs. Child, (par- 
ticularly known as a moral and political writer,) and 
Charles Brockden Brown (author of Edgar Huntly, Car- 
win and Wieland,) need no commendation from my pen. 
Nathaniel P. Willis, the youngest of the American min- 
strels, has earned glory and the minstrel's reward in 
England, and Mr. Theodore S. Fay is well known as the 
author of " Norman Leslie." Mrs, Child has just pub- 
lished a new novel, ** Philothea," 'replete with imagina- 
tion and classical learning, and imbued with that spirit of 
morality which distinguishes all her productio ns. J 

In the department of science and education a number 
of original writers have distinguished themselves, not 
only by composing text-books, but also by publishing 
works in the higher departments of knowledge. The 
philosophical works of Cousin have been translated and 
published in Boston ; and Dr. Nathaniel Bowditch has 
furnished the best translation of La Place's ** M^canique 
Celeste," with notes and figures (these were wanting in 
the original) occupying nearly one half of the work.* 

* It is, perhaps, not unworthy of notice that Mr. Hamilton, in his 
learned criticism on American scholars, should have so far travelled 
out of his orbit, lis to condemn them, because they thought themselves 
mathematicians without reading La Place, and philosophers without 
upderstanding Cousin. This idea the learned author introduces 
amongst a number of not less ingenious remarks on American coll^fe- 
education, compared to that of England. Now, whatever the advan- 
tages of an English collegiate education may be. La Place's M^canique 
Celeste forms no text book either in a British or French university, 
and is not even among the works prescribed for the pupils of the icole 
polytechniqu£. As regards the philosophy of Cousin, which, in fact, is 
based upon his intimate acquaintance with German metaphysics, I am 
inclmed to believe that many a British scholar would have to renounce 
his claims to philosophy, if the works of that writer were to be made 
the criterion of his knowledge. Cousin is far from being generally 
understood by his own courUryrnen ; and we may, therefore, infer that 
he is not quite so intelligible to every Englishman as to the author of 
" Men and Manners." At any rate, the Americans possess a tranda- 
tion of Cousin, and until the English shall have shown the same taste 
for metaphysics, Mr. Hamilton's remarlra on American scholarship 
can only prove injurious to his own countrjrmen. 
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Were these works published in a new, original lan- 
guage, no doubt could exist, in the mind of any European 
philosopher, as to their composing the most ample ele* 
ments of a national literature ; but, published in an Euro- 
pean language an invidious comparison obtrudes itself in- 
voluntarily on the reader ; and he declares them — perhaps 
against his will — as imitations of the classical literature 
of England^ ^The Americans, as they increase in wealth 
and power, will enlarge also the field of their literature. 
It will be strongly tinctured with the spirit of freedom 
which pervades their country ; their imagination will re- 
flect the gigantic scenery of the New World, in comparir 
flon to which that of Europe (with the exception of Swit- 
zerland) represents but a miniature picture ; they will 
have their epos, their lyric and dramatic poesy, but to an 
Englishman they will appear as so many annexations to 
British literature. 

America has an European origin, an European lan- 
guage, and an European civilization ; three circumstances 
which will always connect her with Europe, and estab- 
lish a reciprocal action between the Old and New worlds 
Every English classical poet will be read in America, as 
the works of every American author of celebrity will con- 
stitute part of an English library. Washington Irving 
and Cooper are now as much read in England as Scott 
and Bulwer in America ; and there is no reason why a 
similar reciprocity should not exist in the futur^ 

But the English classics, Shakspeare and Milton, will 
forever remain the models of Americans, as they are to 
this moment the beau ideal of the Germans. Genius be- 
longs to no soil ; its action is universal^ and cannot be 
shut out from a country like an article of contraband. 
Where it is once admitted, it creates admirers ; and from 
admiration to imitation the transition is too natural to 
suppose that the Americans alone should prove an excep- 
tion to the rule. Besides, the national distinctions which 
characterise the people of Europe and America are grad- 
ually dying away : the feelings and sentiments of Amer- 
icans are fast gaining ground, not only in Europe, but all 
over the world ; and unless some forcible revolution take 
place must eventually become those of mankind in gene- 
ral. What changes of feeluig.» have not the English and 
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French undergooe for the last thirty years 1 What, those 
of the Germans 1 But every political change in the gov- 
ernment of a nation must necessarily affect its literature. 
England} France and Germany furnish examples of this 
doctrine. There is lei^s difference now between the senti- 
ments of a liberal German and an Englishman, than there 
was, at the time of the American revolution, between the 
British and 4he inhabitants of the United States ; and 
there is certainly more similarity between the writings of 
Byron, Schiller and Laraartine than could ever be discov- 
ered between those of Shakspeare and Racine. But if 
the literature of a people, speaking a different language 
is gradually losing its national characteristics, what can 
be expected from a literary branch of. one and the same 
language 1 

Another circumstance checking the growth of a nation- 
al, independent literature in America, is her constant ilnd 
increased intercourse with Europe. The national pecu- 
liarities of a people — in which their literature always 
participates — ^are generally founded on prejudices, or re- 
ligious superstition. Both these must yield to the superi- 
or light of Christianity and the knowledge resulting from 
actual observatioQsi 

The national features of the English, the French and 
the Germans, are not derived from the period of their 
civilization ; but, on the contrary, from the times of their 
barbarism. The warlike manners of the French are still 
those of the ancient Gauls, the most characteristic fea- 
tures of the English are yet Saxon, and tlie best knowl- 
edge of the German character may yet be derived from 
Tacitus. 

America was civilized in her very origin. The early 
settlers felt, thought, and believed as their brethren in 
Europe ; or, at least, did not differ from them sufficiently 
to create permanent distinctions. The people who ob- 
structed their progress and whom "they conquered by 
arms, were not sufficiently powerful to call for an extraor- 
dinary demonstration of valor. It was not an expedition 
of Argonauts in quest of the golden fleece : it did not 
even partake of the military glory of the conquest of 
Mexico. The American Indians were a degraded race, 
without history, memory, or tradition. They seem to 
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have been the remnants of a once powerful people,* 
whom a general plague or a series of internal wars . had 
reduced to the condition of the most abject wretchedness. 
There was no renown attached to their subjugation ; it 
was the victory of intelligence over the barbarism of sav- 
ages. No poetry, therefore, attaches to the conquest of 
the American soil, and the history of it is only remarka- 
ble from its conjunction with that of Europe. It was the 
oppression of Europe which settled the American wilder- 
ness ; it was the resistance against Europe, which intro- 
duced America into the ranks of nations. Previous to 
that period America had been a European province, and 
its history an appendage to that of England. America 
enjoyed the political existence of a nation before it had 
an historical one by geniture. No mythological fable is 
blended with her origin. Her children are not descended 
from the gods or the sun ; they are pious Christians, who, 
from simple colonists, have at once risen into a powerful 
national independence. Had the American Indians, at 
the time of the European settlements, been a strong or- 
ganized nation, who, by amalgamating with the colonists, 
would hare tinctured the manners of the settlers, and in 
turn received the superior arts of civilization, then a na- 
tional literature, essentially different from the English, 
might, perhaps, have arisen from the conjunction ; but it 
would have been that of the Indians, and not of the set- 
tlers ; it would have retarded the progress of indepen- 
dence for centuries, and, in its stead, given birth to anoth- 
er system of vassalage. 

Another means of levelling national distinctions con- 
sists ill the propagation of learning. The man of sci- 
ence belongs to ho country, and has no prejudices except 
in favor of those who are his superiors in knowledge. In 
the common course of nature, the arts precede the sci- 
ences in ewer J country, as poetry comes before prose : in 
America alone the sciences have preceded the arts, and 
thus raised the nation hey ond the tender susceptibility ofjic" 
Hon. — Rousseau's motto, 

" Plus qu^on raiscnme mains qu^on aime^" 

applies not only to man, but also to Nature. The poetry 

I 

'* Their religion, rites^ spid even their bravery seem to warrant this, 
conclusion. 
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and awe with which Nature inspires an untutored mind 
are no conconaitants of the demonstrative reasoning of 
mechanical philosophy ; and her terrors cease to be sub- 
lime when disarmed by the discovery of Franklin.* The 
sciences, which teach us to subject nature to human will, 
are most destructive of the imagination ; and the universe 
itself appears pitiable in the shape of an orrery. Even 
the most profound researches of mathematical analysis 
diminish the poetic grandeur of the heavens, by reducing 
the infinite and boundless to the computation of the *' tn- 
Jinitely small, " 

How immeasurably great, how infinitely sublime are the heavens ! 
But the spirit of littleness pulled even heaven down.t 

The Americans, as a nation, cannot be said to be infe- 
rior in science to any people in Europe ;^ for not only 
are its most useful branches more generally diffused and 
applied in the United States than either in England or 
France, but also the most abstruse departments of knowl- 
edge are cultivated and improved by men of competent tal- 
ents. Their number, assuredly, is not as great as in Eu- 
rope ; but still they exist^ and are sufficient to imprint a 
character on the nation'j| But men of science, as I have 
remarked before, belorfg to no country, and are, in them- 
selves, incapable of giving ai national impulse. They may 
excite emulation and contribute to the development of 
intellect ; but they cannot create such lasting distinctions 
and peculiarities, as we are in the habit of claiming for 
the national literature of a people. 

America has not passed through the different stages of 
civilization, each of which leaves its historical monu- 
ments and a distinct impression on the people. There 
was no community of religion, and hardly of feeling 
previous to their common resistance against England 1 It 
was the genius of liberty which gave America a national 
elevation ; and it is to this genius, therefore, we must look: 
for national productions. It is the bond of union, the con- 
fession, the religion, the life of Americans ; it is that which 
distinguishes them above all other nations in the worlds 

* What can be more averse to poetry, than the thunderbolt of Jove 
made harmless when caught by a lightning-rod. 

t " So unermesslich ist, so mnendlich erhaben der Himz^eU 
Aber der Kleinigkeitsgeist tog auch den Himmel herab." 

SghoajsbJ^ Poetn&« 
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But the genius of liberty, though it has chosen Ameri- 
ca for its permanent dw^elling, overshadows, also, a por- 
tion of £urope. England, France, and Germany are 
roused by its summons ; and the poet of Europe, inspired 
by the same muse, kneels at the same altar, and worships 
the same God. Thus, the Americans, instead of being a 
distinct people, have become the representatives of liberty 
throughout the woi*ld. Their country has become the 
home of the banished.; the asylum of the persecuted, 
the prospective heaven of the politically damned. Every 
people of Europe is represented in the United States ; 
every tongue is spoken in the vast domain of freedom; 
the history of every nation terminates in that of America. 

But this gigantic conglomeration, while it prognosti- 
cates the future sway of the United States, while it prom- 
ises to revive the history of all ages and of every clime, 
is, nevertheless, one of the^principal causes why America 
possesses, as yet, no national literature. Yet there is suf- 
ficient of English leaven in this enormous mass to pene- 
trate even its uttermost particles. The fructifying prin- 
ciple is every where visible, and the fruits are not tardy of 
coming. But the seed is English, though the soil and 
the climate may give it a different development. 

But, though the literature of America be not a legiti- 
mate child of the soil, it may become so by adoption, and 
as such form a most important and distinct branch of that 
of England. Compared to English literature, its position 
will, perhaps, be similar in rank to the respective political 
importance of the country ; and who can tell, but at some 
future period, when the British muse may have become si- 
lent, her younger sister may revive her memory, and pro^ 
claim her fame, and her glorious effusions, to all the na- 
tions of the world f 

Mr. Chaste, in the Revue des deux Mbndes, expresses 
his belief that America is not the land of the muses ; be- 
cause the commerce and continued occupation of her in- 
habitants preclude alike the commission of*great crimes, 
and the leisure required for poetic inspiration. With him, 
the Americans are too happy a people. They marry at 
too early an age, live without intrigue, and prosper till 
they grow old. There is nothing so prosaic in the eyes 
of Mr* Chasle as steam-boats, rail-roads, and the building 
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of new cities. ~ Where there is commercial and iiidustri<< 
ous activity, there is, in his opinion, no spot consecrated 
to poetry.* 

/ 

* D*ailleurSf " says Mons. Chasle," ilya peu de mcd-itre en AnUrique / 
la poesie sanffre de cet 6tat pfospSre. Le Mal-etre fait les grands 

POBTES. (!) 

How unfortunate must have been the times of Shakspeare ! What 
influence mast they not have had on Groethe ! 

" En Am6riqv£" continues Mons. Chasle, " d^s qu'un citoyen est 
nUcontent, qu'un JUs trouve sa UgUime trop courte^ qu^v/n banquerovtier 
se lasse de sa cinqui^me banq^ieroute^ il y a, pour tous ces hommeSy la res- 
source du diserty ressource hmorable et rihabUitante^ colonisation inces- 
sante et facile. On dAfricJte^ on exploiter on travailUy et nul n'y trouve ii 
redire. La sociiti compte sur cet exutoire perp6tniel. Mais aussi eUe 
iCa pas de Lord Byron^ que les souffrajvces des salons grandissent {\[)et 
irrUent ; pas de chapelain CrMe qui ait v6cu d, V 6 cole de la faim et de 
la souffrance; pas d^Ebenezer EUiot qui se plaigne en vers 6loquents de 
n^ avoir pas de pain.;, pas de Lamartin^e, que les tourments de V empire e£ 
de larestauration aient ranuenji ct la po€sie rdligietise, pas de B6rang^ 
qui exprinie avec un sourire amer le dAsiUibsionement des pevples. Helas t 
que d'amertume suns dmUe chez tous ces pontes I Que d/angoisses dans 
Vinspiration de leurs chanis. VAm6rique septentrionaie est trop heureuse 
aujourd^ hui de son exertion physique pour produire rien qui en op- 
proche^ ^ " 

' Alas ! how distant is yet the golden age of American Literature ! 
The coteries are yet too kind and condescending to produce a Lord By- 
ron ; the people loo well fed to become poets, and there is no man m 
the United States who can sing " that he has no bread." No military 
despotism nor political misrule has, as yet, brought sufllcient misery on 
the people to make their poets once more embrace the religion which 
they never abandoned ; and there is no man to smile on their delusive 
love of liberty and independence ! As long as the West remains open 
to the enterprise of merchants and settlers, as long as the soil is fertile 
and the people willing Xo exert themselves to obtain an honest liveli- 
hood, just as long will America be deprived of poets; who, in the opin- 
ion of Mr. Chasle of the Revue des deux MondeSy have this remarkable 
Eroperly in common with the grey-hounds, that they show their talents 
est when they are hungry. 

Again he says, " II est (the American) trop paisiblemeTU heureux, trop 
facilement moral (!) par tempdramenl et par habit/ude. Sa d^stvnee 
m/irche avec un£ simpticiJ4 trop grave, 11 n^a pas m6me U loisir de se 
crier ces doukurs de m6lancolique r^verie^ ces dovleurs vohi/pt/ueuses domt 
nous cannaissons toute Vamert/wne et tovie la senmalit6 , ces peines raJlrUes 
qui sotU des tristesses de luxe. Vital social dams lequel il vit V oblige d 
Vactiviti la plus constante ; tovt ce qui Ventoure partage cetie actimU / 
les routes se crevsent, les rainures se formeni ; les bois s* abattent, V ea/u, 
gronde dans les canaux : le sol est bouleversi ; Us marmfactnires naissentf 
les machinies sifflent^ murmurent, enfantent Jeur produits / les villes sor-' 
tent de terre comrne le fungus aprds ta pluie ; la va/pewr et Us chemitts de 
fer aniantissent Vespace et muUiplient la terre. Po6siel Poisiel toi oui 
veux U sUenc€f Vomore^ U bonhev/r diu repos ; toi qui n^esficonde que loin 

10 
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This rhapsody savors much of the French criticism of 
German literature, when, not more than fifteen years ago, 
" one of the piembers of the Academy" declared in pleno 
that the Germans could never become an imaginative peo- 
pie, because their sky was never blue. JVIr. Chasle's ob- 
servations are neither founded on philosophical observa- 
tion, nor do they betoken the least knowledge of the hu- 
man heart. All the feelings and passions which ever 
stimulated men to virtue or hurried them into the com- 
mission of crimes ; all the disappointments of life which 
tune the heart to melancholy sadness ; frustrated hopes, 
baffled ambition, " the pangs of despised love," and " the 
spurns that patient merit of the unworthy takes," exist in 
America as in Europe : the nation alpne is as yet exempt- 
ed from the tragedy. In all her combats, in all her strug- 
gles, the republic has been the victor, and the individual 
woe is buried in the general prosperity. There is enough 
of the drama in the lives of Americans, though it may es- 
cape the eye of a French critic. 

de VadiviU moMr telle ^ et dela production bride ^ iu tCos riend. faire en 

un tel pays." 

• » * • • * » 

" Je ne die point que la vertu soU incompatible avec U ginie. Non cer- 
tes; peuples et individits n^ach^teront pas le g6nie en adovtant le vice; 
mais une certaine exactitude de comptoir, une certaine piit6 defonmde, 
une certaine r6gidarit6 micanique^ iteignenl le feu des arts, saTis profit 
pour la veritable vertu." (!) 

Less industry, less honesty, and less regularity in the manners and 
habits of the people, would probably be more congenial to the ginie tP 
artiste, and to what Mr. Chasle calls " une moraliti haute, passion^ie^ 
r6ligieuse, puissante," though it would be difficult for an Englishman 
to understand the precise meaning of a Mgh, passionate, religious, pow- 
erful morality, which, to a logical mind, would convey nothing but a 
coniradictio m adjecto. 

But Mr. Chasle's idea of poetry will be better understood from the 
fpUowing uUra-liheTBl sentiment. 
/' * " jSi vou^ dtez a la France sa sociabilitSficonde en difauts et en iWur 
I sions, sa galanterie enemie des momrs et de Iafid6lit6 conjugate, sorfor- 
I cilit6 dHmpression et d^6motion, d, VEspagne son rrdpris romain pour la 
\ vie des liommes etson or gueiUeuse etiquette, et son catholicisme terrible, et 
\ son point d^hmmev/r firoce, vffws dessicherez laslve vitale du g6niechez 
\ces nations diversement graildes." 

The English were probably i^orant of the fact stated by Mr. Chasle, 
that the want of conjugal fiaehty in the French, and the bigotry and 
besottedness of the Spaniards, form the principal elements of their 
greatness. Many a generation must pass away before the Americans 
will catch the inspiration, and became as "great and poetical a nation " 
$s the French or the Spaniards! 
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But there is something in their activity, in the enthu- 
siastic ardor with which thej penetrate into their hoary 
forests, and subject nature to their will, which is truly in- 
comprehensible to Europeans. Most nations, in the early 
stages of their history, had \o fight for their existence; 
every foot of territory was disputed by their neighbors, 
and it was through combat they became strong and pow- 
erful. The Americans had no such enemy to contend 
with, none to resist their expanding power, or to call 
their martial valor into action. Yet war and strife con- 
stitute the lives of nations as of individuals ; and this war 
the Americans wage against the elements. There is 
something heroic in the voluntary banishment of a New 
Englander to fertilize the wilderness ; there is sublimity in 
the Sufferings and hardships of those exiles from the re- 
finements of civilized Europe. The boldness and darin|^ 
of the Western settler is really chivalrous, and surpasses 
even the achievements of the mariner. This is the Trojan 
war of the Americans, though they have not, as yet, found 
a Homer to immortalize their exploits. No Roman vir- 
tus militaris is nursed by their deeds, no terror and deso- 
lation mark their footsteps ; but a nobler virtue is reared 
in the midst of those forests of a thousand years — a vir- 
tue which will outlast the memory of Greece and Rome 
— the virtus civilis of the Americans. 

In the Western States the foundation is laying for the 
wealthy and power of future empires. But, I repeat it, 
America is not yet settled ; her youthful forces are yet em- 
ployed in subduing nature and establishing governments. 
The first act of the American drama has hardly com- 
menced, and should we already judge of its completion 1 
Who can deny the capacity of Americans for literature, 
when the very first day of their national existence brought 
forth authors who could dispute the palm with the most fer- 
tile poets of Europe ? Where is the French novelist whose 
works, in literary Germany, are read with as much delight 
as those of Cooper and Irving 1 There never was a na- 
tion incapacitated for literature, if once capable of civili- 
zation ; the idea itself is a logical absurdity. Add to this 
that the Americans are already in possession of a clafisiq- 
al language, capable of expressing thoughts with ele- 
gance and precision, and the assertion becomes a bare- 
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faced effrontery. In whatever contemptuous terms Eu- 
ropeans may speak of American literature, it is neverthe- 
less a most powerful propagator of intelligence, and occu- 
pies and expands the mind until scenes of a different na- 
ture shall rouse it to increased poetic action. 

But if the Americans are not all poets, they^at least, 
read poetry with an avidity which borders on gluttony. 
Poetry is produced and consum^ed in America in most 
enormous quantities. Besides the publications in the 
newspapers, of which they form the necessary condiment, 
there hardly passes a day without ushering a new volume 
into existence, which is greedily read, admired, censured 
-^but at any rate^ — sold. There are, certainly, more po- 
ets among the Americans than prose writers, owing to a 
kind of musical impulse, which m.ake& them express them- 
^Ives in rhymes. But, above all, it is the prevailing 
taste of the readers, which calls for this extraordinary ex- 
ertion on the part of the authors, as the manufactQry of 
goods must increase with the consumption* 
t>#^The Americans, as a nation, are the most reading peo- 
ple on the faceiof the earth. I can safely assert that there 
are annually more volumes read in the United States of 
America, than either in England, France, or German ; 
but the favorite works are poetry, and next to them novels. ) 

This tender and delicate taste is owing to the circum- 
stance of the ladies reading more than the gentlemen ; 
the latter being at a very early period of their lives enga- 
ged in business, or in a habit of improving their leisure 
£ours with the more serious works on the sciences. Every 
volume of English poetry, every English novel, is reprint- 
ed in America within sixty days or less of its publication, 
and, in addition to these, five or six hundred native au- 
thors keep the press continually thronged, and contribute 
to the diversion of the public. The Germans publish an- 
nually a great number of books ; but they are, in these 
respects, vastly inferior to the Americans ; and, above 
all, they are not so much read. There exists in Germa- 
ny a '* Republic of Letters," but its fame has hardly reach- 
ed the middle and lower classes. The German literati 
forip a distinct class by themselves, and are supported 
and fed by one another^ which accounts sufficiently for 
their want of corpulency .r In America they prey upon 
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the people at large, and their flushed cheeks and sprightly 
carriage show, at least, that they are not in want of the 
necessary beef and mutton. What consolation, after all, 
is it to an author to be read and admired by a few of his 
peers, while, in the mean time, he is starving in his gar- 
ret ? The Americans, of all people, are the most grate- 
ful to their authors ; and there is many an European 
writer that would give half of his fair reputation for a 
share in the favor of the Trans-atlantic public. 
^c/^ \yOf scientific works, those on mathematics are most 
generally studied ; and next to them the works on natu- 
ral philosophy, chemistry, and mineralogy, with which 
the greater portion of Americans (even of the inferior or- 
ders) are tolerably well acquainted. I have often been 
surprised at the philosophical explanations given by ope- 
rative mechanics of the various processes of their art ; 
^nd I have seldom known one who, in so doing, would not 
iise the most appropriate technical terms. 

Elementary works on the sciences are read by all class- 
es without distinction, and the authors of them have fre- 
quently become rich by the rapid sale of their works. 
Many of them are really possessed of intrinsic merit and 
originality, and have even been reprinted in England. 
Colburn's Algebra and Arithmetic have been published to 
the number of more than one hundred thousand copies; 4 
Comstock's Philosophy has passed through four or five 
large editions, and new works in these branches are con- 
stantly issuing from the press. 

The call for scientific works does not, in many instan- 
ces, extend much beyond the elements ; but this is the 
case in all countries, and must be still more so in the Uni- 
ted States, where a great proportion of the reading and 
studying community is composed of persons, who, in Eu- 
rope, would never take up a book. 

I have known but few American operatives, who, at the 
age of thirty or forty, were not willing to improve their> 
early education by the study of mathematical and other 
works, to which they would apply themselves in the hours 
of rest. An American is never too old 'to go to school, \ 
and this is one of the happiest traits of his character. It is 
a feature which, jas far as I remember, has not been ob- 
served by any English travelled Mr. Hamilton is the oii<« 

10* 
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Ij one, who, in his '^ Men and Manners," observed, that, 
in Boston, he listened to a lecture on the steam-engine, 
which was evidently delivered by an operative mechanic,* 
and was, in his opinion, remarkably clear and instructive. 
He ought to have added that the greater number of his 
hearers were also composed of mechanics, and of men of 
butiness, who employed the hours of relaxation in the im- 
provement of their mental faculties. Had Mr. Hamilton 
taken further information on the subject, he would have 
learned that lectures on every branch of useful knowledge 
are periodically delivered in Boston and Philadelphia, 
and that the most respectable inhabitants of those cities 
are in the habit of frequenting them for their favorite 
recreation. He might have enlarged on the influence 
which such a prevailing taste must necessarily have on 
the morals of the people, and to what improvements it 
must lead in every department of science. He might 
have learned also that in almost every town and village 
throughout the United States there exist associations of 
gentlemen and operative mechanics for the promotion of 
useful knowledge ; t that the most learned and informed 
of these lecture gratuitously to the others ; and that each 
of these societies is provided with the necessary books 
and maps for the study of its junior members. He might 
have seen that same operative of whom he speaks in his 
work, instructing a class of other operative mechanics 
and apprentices, in the elenients of algebra and geometry, 
and would have been satisfied with the proficiency of both 
teacher and pupils. But the learned author deemed it 
sufficient to visit the library of Harvard College, near 
Boston, and judged at once, from its meagerness (it con- 
tains at present little more than 40,000 vols.) that the 
Americans will always remain tyros in the sciences. 

The historical department of American litierature is 
more deficient than any other ; but historical writers sel- 
dom live in the period of a nation's prosperity, and when 
they do, their history is poetry. The Americans, more- 
over, from their great respect for their patriots, seem to be 
more inclined to reading and writing biographies, which 

* It was Mr. Claxton, of Boston, one of the most ingenious philo* 
sophical instrument makers of that city. 
T These have received the name of " Lyceums." 
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furnish at least excellent data for history. Jared Sparks 
and George Bancroft are authors of great eminence, and 
deserve all possible credit for the honesty and scrupulous* 
ness with which they have collected the materials for a 
History of the United States; but the arrangement of their 
works (of George Bancroft's History of the United States, 
I have only seen the first volume) does not appear to be 
throughout suitable to the subject; and above all, there 
seems to be wanting. that indispensable classification of 
greater and minor events, that subordination of inferior 
incidents to the leading facts, that philosophical view and 
calm contemplation of events as connected with the des- 
tinies of mankind, and the development of human char- 
acter in general, which constitute the chief merit of an 
historian. The best history of the United States, publish- 
ed in America, was written by Marshal, in form of a '♦ Bi- 
ography of George Washington ; " and to this moment 
the ablest commentaries on the rise and progress of the 
United States of America are to be found in the lives and 
memoirs of her Statesmen.^ 

But there is one particular branch, as I shall hereafter 
have occasion to remark, in which the Americans excel, 
and for the study of which they have made the most am- 
ple provisions. I would allude to the knowledge of ge- 
ography, which in no country is so generally difibsed as 
in the United States. The cultivation of this branch of 
learning is facilitated by excellent maps, published in all 
the large cities of the union, at prices even lower than 
those of Germany. The art of engraving or lithograph- 
ing maps has been much perfected in Boston and Phila- 
delphia, and from the latter city have issued the best and 
most correct publications of atlases. For charts, hower- 
er, the Americans have generally recourse to the English, 
which, I believe, are preferred by all navigators, on ac- 
count of their great correctness and minuteness of detail. 

The mania for periodicals, which exists in all the large 
towns of Europe, has also spread to America, and ac- 
cordingly the " North American " and "Quarterly" re- 
views, besides a number of " Monthly Magazines," bear- 
ing the names of ** American," " Boston," "New Eng- 
land," &c. have been called into existence, not so much 
to encourage or damn the offsprings of >Americaii genius. 
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as to talk promiscuously about the literature and science 
of Europe, and to afford the critic an opportunity of ex- 
hibiting his own profundity of knowledge. Something 
similar to it exists also in England, and particularly in\ 
Scotland, where the title of the book on which the critic 
expands is frequently the means of introducing his own 
wflections, without the least regard to the work he i» 
about to review. A very inferior writer may thus find an 

. opportunity of acquiring celebrity by coupling his name 
with that of an author of superior reputation, and pass- 
ing sentence on him to whom the public look up with 
reverence. There is a peculiar arrogance in assuming 
the judge's seat without a jury or counsel for.the defend- 
ant ; and the vulgar are but too apt to believe in the 
wisdom of gentlemen in office. Neither is there an ap- 
peal from the judgment of these petty tyrants, except to 
the public at large, whose opinion is generally forestalled 
by the criticism of the reviewer. In Germany there ex* 
ist already several literary journals, admitting of critique 
and contre-critique, and inserting neither one nor the oth- 
er without the name of the author. A man knows in this 
way by whom he is wronged, ^rid is not injured beyond 
the possibility of redress. 

, The American periodicals, like the English, are often 
devoted to politics ; and party feelings and scandal are 
frequently mixed with learned dissertations on the sci- 
ences. The ** Southern Review,*' which was published in 
Charleston, South Carolina, was probably the best peri- 
odical which ever appeared in the United States. Though 
its contributions were anonymous, they were evidently the 
effusions of the most prominent talents of the south ; and 
though its editors were also unknown, IMr.Legari, the late 
American charge d'affaires at the Court of Brussels was 
named as its chief conductor. The principal English pe- 
riodicals are all reprinted in the United States, and a col- 
lection of them appears, in New York, for not quite the 

price of any one of them in England. ^ 

When the bulk of these publications is considered, it 
is'J' really astonishing that the Americans should find 
time to read half of them^ with their own works and 
newspapers,, without neglecting their more serious oc- 
eapations-«-*<cominerce, manufactures and agriculture^ 
A Revue Frangaise is published in New York^ and a 
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French paper, *' Le Courier des Etats Unis '* is also es* 
tablished in that city. But no German literary establish'^i 
ment does, as yet, grace any city of the Union* The 
German daily and weekly papers, which are published in 
Pennsylvania, Ohio, Illinois and Missouri, do not deserye 
that name. Several French classical authors have been 
reprinted in the United States, but, with the exception sf 
prayer-books, no similar honor has as yet heen^ done to a 
German writer of eminence. Is there not one among the 
five hundred periodicals of Germany which deserves be- 
ing republished or read in the United States ? Would 
not a collection from the best of them, published, quarter- 
ly, in form of a translation, be an useful addition to Amer- 
ican reading 1 

Amongst the periodicals dedicated to science, *' Profes-* 
sor Silliman's Journal " occupies the first rank, and is 
well known throughout Europe ; the remainder, however, 
contain chiefly extracts from English publications, with 
very little original matter. **The Mechanic's Magazine," 
of N(BW York, however, is a clever publication ; and " The 
Mathematical Diary," published by Professor Renwick, 
contains nothing but original communications. 

The best medical journals are " The American JournW 
of Medical Sciences," of Philadelphia ; ** The Archive 
of Medicine and Surgery," of Baltimore ; ** The Journal 
of Medicine and Surgery," of Boston, — *' The Medical 
Magazine," published at the same city, and the " Journal 
of Medicine and Surgery in the United States," published 
in New York ; besides a great number of others on dif- 
ferent branches of the science. 

On jurisprudence there are but few periodical publica- 
tions in the shape of journals or magazines ; but on the- 
ology there are several commanding the attention of, the 
public. The ''Christian Examiner," published by the 
Unitarians in Boston, contains essays on ethics and mor- 
als, written in a masterly style, but cannot strictly be call- 
ed a theological publication, in the sense in which the 
term is generally applied in Europe. 

As to the number of newspapers published in the Unit- 
ed States, nothing definite can be said about it, except that 
it baffles all attempts at computation ; there being hardly 
a village or a settlement of a dozen houses in any part of 
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the country, without a printing establishment and a paper. 
The amount of knowledge and useful information circu^ 
lated by these most powerful engines of civilization, is 
really enormous; and, although no greatdepth of reason- 
ing or proficiency of learning particularly distinguishes 
the fraternity of editors, common good sense is nevertbe- 
l#ss the characteristic of an American paper ; as without 
this most necessary commodity it would be difficult for 
them to make the least impression upon the public* The 
amount of circulation is prodigious, and greatly facilitated 
by the reduced postage. 

Each paper, not carried out of the state in which it is 
published, or if carried out of the state not over one hun- 
dred miles beyond U, pays but one cent, and if over one 
hundred miles out of the state, never more than one and 
a half cent postage ; and it is even contemplated to abol- 
ish the postage on newspapers altogether. Printers of 
newspapers may send one paper to each and every other 
printer of newspapers within the United States free of 
postage, under such regulations as the Postmaster Gene- 
ral may provide.t Thus, an inhabitant of Boston or New 

•** The first printing-press was established in Massachusetts, in 1638; 
and the first printing done in 1639. The first American newspaper, 
" The Bostoa News Letter," was published in Boston, in 1704. " The 
Boston Gazette" succeeded in 1719; and at the same time (Dec. 22d. 
of the same year) " The American Weekly Mercury " was published 
at Philadelphia. The first newspaper in New York, " The New York 
Gazette," was printed in 1725; and from that lime newspapers were in- 
troduced into all the other colonies. All these journals, however, were 
subjected to a kind of censorship, which continued till the year 1755. 
It is, fterhaps, not altogether unworthy of notice that the first three 
things printed in America were " the freeman^ s oath" " an almanac cdlr 
cidated for New i^ngland," and " the psalms in Tnetre" — three publica- 
tions singularly expressive of the New England character. 

tThe rate of postage on Magazines and p8unphlets is as follows; — . 

Ditto, distance exceeding 100 miles 2^ ditto. 

If not published periodically, distance ) a , -.. 
not exceeding 130 miles .- - J * <iiuo. 

Ditto, distance over ]00 miles - 6 ditto. 

" Every printed pamphlet and magazine, which contaiijs more than 
twenty-four pages on a royal sheet, or any sheet oiless dimensions, shall 
be charged by the sheet; and small pamphlets, printed on a half or 
quarter sheet of royal or less size, shall be charged with half the «> 
mottnt of postage charged on a full sheet." 
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York is able to read the New Orleans papers with little 
more than an additional expense of four dollars fifty cents^ 
or less than one pound sterling ^tr annum; and the in^ 
habitants of the South are at the same cheap rate furnish- 
ed with information from the North. 

Of all the instruments which have been invented for 
the emancipation of the human mind, the periodical 
press is the most powerful. Its action is unceasing ; its 
force irresistible ; its achievements more lasting than the 
conquests of arms. The pen has disarmed the sword ; 
and the type-metal of the printer speaks louder than the 
despot's cannon. This is as well understood in Europe 
sis in America. While England looks upon the liberty of 
the press as the ** palladium of her civil and religious 
rights," * the French are constantly endeavoring to throw 
off the shackles with which their cunning legislators have 
at all times tied and disarmed it ; and the petty tyrants of 
Germany, while they hardly object to large volumes of 
liberal sentiments, take great pains to enslave the periodi' 
ca/ press by a most odious censorship, lest, little bylittle, 
the minds of their subjects might catch the Prometheai^ 
fire.t 

The most sublime idea expressed or read only oncc^ 
makes but a faint impression when compared to the effects 
of unceasing, daily repeated sentiments, spoken by a thou- 
sand tongues, and repeated and rehearsed by thousands 
of thousands. It is not so much the force of eloquence 
with which these sentiments are uttered ; it is the repeti- 
tion of them which accounts for their power. The same 
idea is expressed in a thousand different manners, ontil 
finally one of them is suited to the capacity of the reader, 
and produces the desired effect. The operations of the 
press are slow, when compared to the effects of oratory ; 
but they are more lasting and universal. Few only can 
be convinced by the power of speech, millions re-echo 
the sentiments of the press. They are brought every day 
to our doors : wherever we move, their action follows us ; 

*Jimius, 

t A work consisting of more than 20 sheets may be published in some 
of the sm^ler states of Grermany, without being previously submitted to 
the censor j but all smaller publications and papers cannot be printed 
without it. 
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in business or amusement, at home or abroad. Not a 
thought is eiLpressed, not an idea is conceived, which ir 
not destined to make the tour of the world ; and what 
was formerly the propertjr of a few, becomes now the 
common wealth of millions. 

The periodical press, and the increased facilities with 
which its publications ai^e distributed, have done more 
towards changing the face of the worJd, than was in the 
power of half a million of philosophers, or the bayonets of 
all the nations of Europe. But their action has only com- 
menced ; the future will show their power and influence 
on the destinies of mankind. 

Nothing is more common in the United States, (and« 
perhaps, also in Europe,) than to hear persons speak dis- 
paragingly of country papers and editors ; as if it wer^ 
absurd for every hamlet to have its own press, and to ^x* 
press its own sentiments. I confess myself no partisan 
to this opinion, and this for reasons which I am about to 
explain. 

Every society of men is capable of a certain intelli- 
gence, proportionate to their consciousness of power, and 
the degree of, their moral and political independence. 
Nothing can promote either so much as the creation of a 
distinct organ for the assertion of both, or a means of 
extending their influence. Such an organ is created by 
the establishment of a newspaper, which, in every country 
where liberty of the press exists, must necessarily repre- 
sent the feelings and sentiments of the majority of' its 
readers. Besides the political and other information 
which a little community derive from it, at a much cheaper 
rate than would be possible, if they were confined to the 
reading of city papers, they have in it also a means of 
communicating their own sentiments to the inhabitants of 
the towns, and thus to establish a kind of reciprocity, 
without which they would be^ reduced to a state of mere 
passiveness. Political life and action is thus created in 
every village, and ja general interest in the public pros- 
perity produced throughout the country. 

There is nothing so dangerous to a republic, or to the 
inttitutions of good government in general, as a morbid 
excitability in one or a few of the large towns, with a 
comparative inaction on the part of the country. France 
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has, at all times, given a mosf melaticholy demonstratioa 
of the correctness of this doctrine ; and her present situa- 
tion is far from proving an exception to the rule. All the 
political life of France^ris concentrated at Paris, while the 
provinces are hardly able 'to re-echo the sentiments of the 
capital. Neither is the consent of the country deemed 
necessary whenever the Parisians think it expedient to 
change the form of their government, or to make conces- 
sions incompatible with the chartered liberties of the na- 
tion. There exists not even a means of ascertaining the 
sentiments of the country; since it possesses no organ of 
public opinion, and is not even conscious of the right of 
being heard, when the national institutions are in danger. 
A licentious mob, of a profligate faction may thus rule 
the destinies of a nation without the least regard to the 
benefits or*tbose for whom government is properly insti- 
tuted. 

The country will forever be the best moderator of the 
cities. The passions of men are sooner excited when 
living in continual contact with one another, where per- 
sonal animosities and family quarrels lend to the fury of 
political parties, than where they are scattered over a 
large surface, mutually independent of one another, and 
therefore less anxious to make proselytes. 

On this account large cities will always be the worst 
repositories of public liberty, while the country will prove 
its best guardian.* If the inhabitants of the cities have 
better means of gathering intelligence, those of the coun- 
try have more leisure to think and reflect, and are less 
subject to the influence of parties. Each class of citizens 
has its peculiar advantages, and is entitled to an expres- 
sion of its opinion : and it is the interest of the politician, 
and the duty of the legislator, to bestow on both an 
adequate share of attention. 

But there is yet another point of view in which country 
papers appear to me particularly useful. Thousands of 
persons are, by their influence, made to read, who would 
hardly think of it, if no other publications than those of 

* This, of course, must be understood of the farmers and planters in 
the United States, who are aU proprietors and independerU of OTie an^ 
other — and not of the dependent farmers in England. 

11 
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the large cities were at their command, whose sentiments 
and opinions correspond but seldom with their owq, and 
from which they are too remote to be directly conc^ned 
in their political proceedings. They prefer to read what 
is dedicated to their immediate interests, and, by so doing, 
obtain a vast deal of political information, which they 
would not have been disposed to draw from any other 
source. 

It cannot be objected that the same, or even a greater 
degree of information would be gathered from the period- 
ical publications of the cities, which would, undoubtedly, 
be read in lieu of those of the country. Independent of 
their style being less acceptable to the taste of those read- 
ers, they would establish a system of tutorship and de- 
pendency, which would preclude the free exercise of their 
judgment. The editor of a daily paper ought to be the 
representative of public opinion, and not a dictator, or a 
political pope, as in France, who preaches his infallible 
doctrine to town and country, without restraint or fear of 
contradiction. The editor of a city paper is always ready 
to pronounce judgment in a cause in which he never 
hears more than one party ; and, depending for subscrib- 
ers principally on the population of the large towns, it is 
not difficult to foresee in whose favor his judgment must 
incline. How easily is not the fountain of such informa- 
tion troubled ! Does not the same sentence convey dif- 
ferent meanings to men living at a distance from, and to 
those who are eye witnesses of^ certain scenes 1 And, sup- 
pose the editor of such a paper to change sides, or to 
abandon a cause which, to him, appears no longer plau- 
sible, (to say nothing of the possibility of his being brib- 
ed,) are not the great majority of his country readers 
misled until they are made acquainted with the circum- 
stances of his conversion ? And may it not in this manner 
happen, that when there are but few organs of public 
opinion, and those misled or won by the leaders of a party, 
the opposition may, for a time, be left without a champi-^ 
qn, or a means of asserting their rights 1 Have we not a 
h^ppy illustration of all this in the history of the period- 
ical press of France ? To how many parties was not the 
Journal des Debata devoted? How many times will it 
yet change sides and opinions ? And yet it was always 
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edited with talent, and ranks now with the best periodical 
publications of France. "Were there more papers pub- 
lished in the French provinces^ their very number would 
be an obstacle to their being bribed; and the govern-' 
ment, by silencing half a dozen editors in Paris, would 
not effectually gag the whole nation. 1 repeat it — ^the in- 
habitants of the country are entitled to, and ought to 
have, their own organs of public opinion, as they enjoy 
the privilege of sending their own representatives to Con- 
gress. In whatever contempt country politicians may 
be held by a certain party, they are, nevertheless, a 
wholesome check upon the leading politicians of the 
cities, and save the country alike from the tyranny of a 
factious mob, and a selfish and narrow-minded aris- 
tocracy. 

Let no one say the people in the country ought to be 
differently employed from speculating upon politics ; or, 
that they ought to attend to their domestics concerns, and 
leave politics to the town. Such a guardianship would 
be fatal to their liberty and independence. The present 
times are neither made for Arcadian shepherds, nor for 
a patriarchal life, whatever poetry may be attached to 
either. Guardianship on the part of the rulers implies 
want of pupillarity in the governed, and contains the 
principles and essence of slavery. On this account I 
congratulate America on the great number of country 
papers, which circulate throughout the Union, whatever 
be the literary deficiencies of some of their editors. Their 
number, and the good sense which pervades them, atone 
practically for the want or elegance of style in any one of 
them ; as their great utility is a sufficient apology for 
their comparatively slender pretensions to refinement and 
taste. 
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With the exception of Protestant Germany, there is 
DO country in which so much has been done for the edu- 
cation of children, as in the United States of America. 
In all the large cities of the Union there are public free 
schools, and there is scarcely a hamlet unprovided with 
the means of elementary instruction. The States of New 
England have, in this respect, taken the lead, and all 
others have since made the amplest provisions for this 
branch of national development. 

In the State of Connecticut there is a school fund, 
from which the following dividends are made to each 
county. 



Counties. 


Children. 


Dividend in Dollars. 


Fairfield 

Hartford 

Litchfield - - - 

Middlesex 

New Haven - - - 

New London - - 

Tolland 

Windham 

Total of Children 

.... 


13,524 

14,261 

12,601 

7,337 

11,789 

12,044 

6,671 

8,057 


Dollars. Cents. 

12,171 60 

12,834 90 

11,340 90 

6,603 30 

10,788 30 

10,339 60 

5,103 30 

7,251 30 


86,284 


76,433 20 
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It appears, from this table, that there exists, in that 
State, a provision by which something more than four 
shillings sterling j)cr annum are allowed to every child 
from four to sixteen years of age, for the purpose of edu- 
cation ; a liberality which, I believe, is unequalled in any 
part of the world. 

Nor is this a solitary instance of American libefrality in 
the department of instruction. The amount of tax raised 
in the State of Massachusetts for the support of common 
schools, averaged 350,000 dollars, or 70,000/. sterling per 
annum. The state of New York has a school fund of 
2416,000 dollars, or 423,200/. sterling, invested in 9580 
school-houses ; and the expenses of common schools in 
that State amounted, in 1833, 16.1,262,670 dollars 97 
cents, or 252,514^. sterling, nearly. 

Ohio, Pennsylvania, and South Carolina have also 
adopted the principle of free schools, and other States 
are gradually following the example. The inhabitants of 
Boston have made the most ample provisions for the edu- 
cation of children ; and the system of free schools, in that 
city, ha^ become a model for imitation throughout the 
United States, where similar institutions are now fast 
rising into existence. ♦ 

The ablest and n^ost skilful instructers in the United 
States are natives from New England, who are generally 
supposed to be better acquainted with school disciplinei 
and better versed in the art of communicating ideas, than 
the rest of their countrymen. Their religious hajbits, 
and the severity of their morals, seem to qualify them par- 
ticularly for the task of " teaching the young idea how to 
shoot." It is computed that not less than sixty thousand 
New Ewglanders are employed annually in the instruc- 
tion of children, in the different States; which single 
fact is more creditable to New England, than all the 
praises which could be bestowed on the industry and in- 
genuity of her inhabitants. 

I am afraid, however, that the pecuniary advantages of 
these gentlemen are not in proportion to their exertion, 
and that the vocation of an instructer is, after all, not the 
most honored in the United States. Much as the Amer- 
icans appreciate^ the services of a teacher, they neither 
reward or esteem him according to his merits^ and are 

11* 
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bardlj ever willing to assoeifl|a with him on terms of fair 
reciprocity and friendship. Tl^ same feeling exists, in 
a Btill higher degree, in many parts of Europe, especially 
in England ; but then there is no reason why it should 
continue in America, in a country in which no disgrace 
ought to attach to any honest pursuit ; but in which, on 
the contrary, men shoqld be tionored, in proportion as 
they contribute to the uioral and intellectual advancement 
of the State. , *- 

The correctness of this doctrine, however, is so well 
understood in the United States, that the people are 
ashamed of their own sentiments, and leave no oppor- 
tunity unimproved to evince that respect for the vocation 
in private, which they.are most deficient of showing on all 
. public occasions. Many a fashionable gentleman of the 
large cities would be glad of the company of the iBtt|:4]ct- 
or of his children to a family dij^jqe'r.^ but would be^^un* 
willing to introduce him to a part^^f .friends, and would 
think himself disgraced, were he torJbe seen with him on 
'Change. 

The Americans have a nice sense of justice, and un- 
derstand their own interest too well, to be entirely neg/- 
leotful of the attention due to instructers of youth ; but 
the more fashionable part of the community are too mod* 
est to exhibit their sentiments in public. Much, however, 
has lately been done for the improvement of the condition 
of teachers ; and it is to be hoped that the newly formed 
^ " American Institute of Instruction,'* which among its 
members numbers already some ^f the most influential 
and wealthy men of the country, will at last succeed in 
raising the character of instructers, and thereby increase 
the sphere of their usefulness. • 

The salaries of teachers in the public schools in most 

4 * of the States are mere pittances, when compared with the 

r#muneration of professional men, or clerks in the count- 

^ ing-rooms of respectable merchants. The compensation 

- ' of private instructers is, in general, higher, but still of 

too sordid a character to enable them to live as gentleme%) 

This inadequate compensation of the most arduous la- 
< .4>or, is not only unjust and ungenerous, but productive of 
^ the most serious consequences to the public. The pro- 
fession of teacher is embraced by a large number of men, 
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¥fho, though qualified for the office^' resort to it only as a 
t|jnporarj means of subsistence, which they quit as soon 
its.^n opportunity of preferment offers itself in some other 
quarter* The immediate consequence is an almost an- 
nual change of instructers, and the succession in office 
of novices unqualified by age or experience* No proper 
system of school-discipline can, in this manner l^ intro- 
duced by the teacher; because in children the habit of 
obedience does more than the law, and it:is the principle 
of authority to grow stronger by usage. The branches of 
education themselves must be taught in a loose and dis* 
connected manner; because every teacher has necessarily 
a method of his own, which can only be improved and 
modified by a more intimate acquaintance with his pupils. 
No great application on the part of the teachers or pupils 
can be expected under such circumstances. Neither can 
there exist between them that mutual relation of friend- 
ship and respect, which is the most powerful stimulus to 
exertion, and inspires a taste for the cnltivation of the 
sciences, on the principle of emulation, more lasting than 
that which results from a momentary enthusiasm in their 
pursfUt.'. 

Bof l^ie greatest evil arising from the too freq#nt 
chan^e^ of instr^etets iir'tb« United States^ is the una- 
voidable couteimjt''to which it exposes the veterans in the 
professioti;'*— iSftriy of the most eminent lawjrers, min- 
isters, and physicians of New England haVe, during a 
certain period of their lives, been obliged to resort to 
teaching, either to finish their collegiate education, or to 
obtain the necessary means for the study of their respec- 
tive professions. They have thus been in a habit of coH'* 
sidering the employment of an instructer as a sort of re- 
lief from the most pressing necessities ; but not as an end 
to be proposed by a man who aspires at honorable dis- 
tinction. This creed, once established in the minds of 
professional men, has communicated itself to all ranks of 
society ; so that, instead of the thanks of his fellow-citi- 
zens, an ancient instructer is only sure of being consid- 
ered as a man of inferior talents; else he would have fol- 
lowed his colleagues in their professional career. As 
long as this opinion of instructers is entertained, in the 
United States, the schoolmaster's task will be degraded.. 
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Those whom necessity shall reduce to it, ii^lll lpc|k7upoii 
it as defaming* their fair reputation, and embrace *tf}^£rst 
opportunity to leave it with disgust and detestation. ' 

But with what zeal can a man devote himself to a pro- 
fession, at once laborious and difficult, in which the great- 
est success is incapable of procuring distinction 7 — 
which exposes him to unmerited contempt and reproach ? 
And why should a pettifogging lawyer or a quack, con- 
sider himself better than an honest and successful in- 

structer ? 

• 

" HcHior and shame from no condition rise ; 
Act well your part — there all the honor lies." 

With regard to the plan of instruction, considerable 
improvements have been made within the last ten years. 
The mechanical Lancastrian system has every where 
been improved or superseded by the inductive method of 
Pestalozzi; which, as it is calculated to. draw out the 
thinking faculties, is naturally better adapted for the in- 
struction of republicans. 

The branches of learning, which are best taught in 
American schools, and in which the pupils seem to be 
better informed than those of any school I have seen in 
Europe, are arithmetic, geography, geometry, grammar, 
and reading: those in which they are most deficient, are 
history and foreign languages. The taste for mathe- 
matics is so prevalent in the United States, that even the 
young misses study geometry and algebra, and this prin- 
cipally on account of their usefulness in strengthening and 
invigorating the intellect. Mechanics and astronomy, 
together with the elements of natural philosophy and 
chemistry, are taught in all female seminaries throughout 
the country ; and there are some in which even plane and 
Spherical trigonometry are introduced as regular branch- 
es of instruction. 

There are many schools for young ladies entirely con- 
ducted by gentlemen ; and the undertaking has proved so 
profitable to the instructers, that many of the most dis- 
tinguished professors of colleges have resigned their chairs, 
to assist in the education of women. By a singular car 
price of the American coteries, the principals of these 
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schools are exempted from the odium which is generally 
attached to the profession : they are the only instructers 
in the United States who enjoy a fair share of the repu- 
tation and esteem, to which they are justly entitled by 
their talents and labors. 

The improvements which have lately been made in the 
system of education in Germany have not passed unno- 
ticed by the vigilance of Americans ; and a society is al- 
ready formed at Albany, in the state of New York, charg 
ing itself with the translation of the Prussian school-books. 
— The object of the society is to improve the system of 
instruction in the state of New York, and to adopt, instead 
of the disconnected treatises now in use in the different 
schools, the uniform system of the Prussian text-books. 
This liberality of the Americans, with regard to the sys- 
tem of education in general, must, ere long, extend itself 
also to the instructers. It will raise the standard of their 
profession, and remunerate their services in a manner 
which shall induce them to follow their task from choice, 
and not from necessity. The high respect which is paid 
to all persons engaged in the business of instruction in 
Germany is, perhaps, the principal reason why it is so 
cheerfully embraced by gentlemen of literature and sci- 
ence, and has done more for the improvement of common 
schools, than all the laws enacted for that purpose. 

To show in what low estimation teachers are held in 
the United States, notwithstanding the general call for 
public instruction, and the importance attached to it by 
private individuals and legislative assemblies, I here insert 
an extract from the " Annual Report of the Superintend-: 
ent of Common Schools of the State of New York," 
made January, 1835. 

" The incompetency of teachers" says the report "is 
the great evil of the common school system of this State, 
and it may, indeed, be said to be the source of the only 
other material defect which pertains to it, — a low stand- 
ard of education in most of the schools. The evil, how- ] 
ever, is by no means universal. There are many teachers :•:. 
of ample qualifications, and many schools of high stand- 
ing, both as regards the nature and extent of their ac- 
quirements. The principal obstacle to improvement is 
the low wages of teachers ; and, as this is left altogether 
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to be regulated by contract, between them and their em- 
ployers, there would seem to be no effectual remedy for 
the evil, but to inspire the latter with more just concep- 
tions of the nature of the vocation, and its high responsi- 
bilities ; and of the necessity of awarding to those who 
pursue it, a compensation in some degree suited to its 
arduous duties and requirements. So long as the com- 
pensation of teachers is on a level with that which is com- 
manded by the most ordinary employments, it is not to be 
expected that men of the necessary talents will prepare 
themselves for the business of teaching ; but it may justly 
be said that there is scarcely any vocation, in which the 
best talents can be employed to greater advantage. The 
practice of paying " low wages " has, as might be ex- 
pected, introduced into the common schools, teachers 
wholly incompetent to execute their trusts, who have 
brought in bad methods of teaching, and kept down the 
standard of requirement for their pupils on a level with 
that by which their employers have measured their quali- 
fications. 

"Although the compensation of teachers is still extreme- 
ly low, it is gratifying to reflect that it is increasing. In 
the districts heard from the number of schools kept during 
the year 1833, an average period of eight months was 
$9,392. The amount annually paid for teachers* wages 
in the same district was about 665,000 dollars. This 
sum, divided by the schools, would give each teacher 8 
dollars 85 cents a month.* But it is supposed that fe- 
male teachers are employed about half the time at a com^ 
pensation of about 5 dollars (a guinea) a month.t In 
this case, the average compensation of male teachers 

* Equal to II. 16s. nearly, or about 95. a week ; in a country, where 
the commonest day-laborer may earn from 50 cents to 1 dollar or 25. 
3d. to 45. Od. each day. The wages in the cities average still more ; 
and there is no servant or housemaid to be obtained at less than from 
lOi to 155. per week, besides board. 

t This is another sordid practice introduced throughout the United 
States. Female teachers are employed for no other apparent end than 
because they are less expensive than regular instructers. Women in 
general (unless mothers) are not the most appropriate teachers of boys, 
even in a nursery ; much less are they capable of superintending tna 
more advanced education of male children. The system of instruction, 
iA every branch of learning requires coftsiderable modification accord'«^ 
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would be 12 dollars and 70 cents (2/. IDs. 5d,) nearly* 
By a similar estimate for the year 1831, contained in the 
report of the superintendent made in 1833, it appears that 
the average rate of wages was but 1 1 dollars 85 cents 
(2/. 85. 5d.) A similar estimate for 1832 would give 12 
dollars 22 cents (2/. 9^. 5d.) Thus it appears that the 
rate of wages is regularly advancing, although still alto- 
gether inade<j[uate to the services rendered." 

This report, which was evidently drawn up by a gen- 
tleman engaged in improving the system of instruction of 
common schools, appears, nevertheless, from the unhappy 
choice of terms, replete if not with contempt, at least with 
little consideration for the vocation of teachers. A regret 
is expressed that instructors are not better paid ; because 
** low wages " are not apt to act as a premium on the skill 
and application of workmen ; but the idea does not seem to 
be for one moment lost sight of, that teachers are hire- 
lings, whose labors are always to be commanded with 
movey, as the services of journeymen mechanics. I am 
not inclined to believe that the character of teachers in the 
State of New York will improve as long as they receive 
** wages ; " and am fully convinced that half the number 
of teachers employed in that State, if they were qualified 
for the business, would be more serviceable to the public 
thaHrtwo or three times their actual number, with their 
present inferior jioi]^ireinents, joined to the disadvantages 
of their position.' 

Owing to the system of education generally introduced 
in the schools of the United States, text-books written in 
the catechising form (with questions and answers) are 
preferred to more compact treatises. In some branches 
of education this method of instruction may be advan- 
tageous ; but in others it must prove a serious evil. Me- 
chanical methods ought to be carefully avoided as beget- 
ting indolence in both teacher and pupil, and taxing the 

ing; as it is to be applied to the pupils of one or the other sex :* and on 
this account I think female instructors as little qualified for the instruc- 
tion of boys, as male teachers to superintend the education of young 
ladies. The teacher ought to represent the parent, which to a boy 
must be the father, and to a girl the mother of the child.! 

*SchwaT%. Erziebunjslebre. Leipwig, 1829. 
fAUfmeyer. Grondsatse d«r JSrziebang. Halle, 18S5. 
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memory without exercising the nobler facultiejs of the 
mind. I do not think, however, that the Americans are^ 
in this respect, more deserving of censure than the gen- 
erality of the English ; and they are certainly superior 
to the lamentable deficiency of French elementary in- 
structers. But their system of instruction could not, ^s 
yet, be compared to that of Germany, either in method 
or discipline ; although a vast number of improvements 
have already been adopted, and legislative asiserablies and 
private individuals are constantly aiding the progress of 
elementary education. 

There are two branches of instruction, however, which 
I consider to be better taught in America than even in 
Germany. I would refer to reading and speaking. The 
Americans, in general, take more care to teach a correct 
pronunciation to their children, than the English ; and 
the Germans are almost wholly unmindful as to the cor- 
rectness of utterance, or elegance of language. They 
are so much attached to the substance of thoughts, that 
they heed little in what form the latter are expressed,* and 
are satisfied with teaching their pupils to understand what 
they are reading, or to comprehend with the eye whikt 
they are unable to express with clearness attd precision. 
A German boy knows often more than he can express in 
his abstract and unmanageable language : an American 
says at least as much as he knows, and is seldom iembar- 
rassed except with the difficulty of the subject. ? ' 

This readiness of the Americans to express with 
promptness and precision what they have once been able 
to understand, is as much owing to their system of edu- 
cation, as to the practical genius of the nation, and of 
immense advantage in the common business of life. An 
American is not as ** manysided" as a German ; but what- 
ever he has learned he has at his fingers' ends, and he 
is always ready to apply it. A little, in this manner, will 
go a great way, and the amount of intellect and applica- 
tion which is thus penetrating every corner of the United 
States is prodigious, when compared to the seemingly 
slender means by which it is produced. Propose a ques- 
tion to a German, and he will ransack heaven and earth 
for an answer. He will descend to the remotest antiquity 
to seek for precedents ; and, after having compared the 



SYSTEM OF INSTRUCTION. ISS 

histories of all nations, and the hest commentaries oil 
them in half a dozen languages, he will be so perplexed 
with the contradictory statements of authors, that his con- 
scientiousness will hardly allow him to venture an opin- 
ion of his own. He will give you a most erudite resumi 
of the subject ; acquaint you with all that has been said 
on it in Sanscrit and Arabic, and, after having made 
some remarks on the respective credibility of these writ- 
ers, leave the conclusion to your own ingenuity. An 
American, with hardly one tenth of the learning, would 
have submitted the subject to common sense, and, teni 
chances to one, would have given you a satisfactory an- 
swer. The Germans are the best people in the world for 
collecting materials, but the Americans understand best 
how to use them. I know no better combination of char- 
acter than that of German and American ; and there is 
probably no better system of instruction than a medium 
between the theoretical rigor of the former, and the prac- 
tical applications of the Americans. 

The German system favors the development of the 
mind to the exclusion of almost all practical purposes ; 
the American aims always at some application, and cre- 
ates dexterity and readiness for action. One is all con- 
templation, the other all activity — the former is adapted 
to the abstract pursuits of philosophy, the latter to the 
practical purposes of life. 

Each of these systems has its own advantages and dis- 
advantages, and corresponds well to the genius of the re- 
spective nations among whom it is established. There is 
probably no better place than a school-room to judge of 
the character of a people, or to find an explanation of 
their national peculiarities. Whatever faults or weak- 
nesses may be entailed upon them, will show themselves 
there without the hypocrisy of advanced age ; and what- 
ever virtue they may possess is reflected without admix- 
ture of vice and corruption. In so humble a place as a 
school-room may be read the commentaries on the past, 
and the history of the future development of a nation. 

Who, upon entering an American school-room, and 
witnessing the continual exercises in reading and speak- 
ing, or listening to the subject of their discourses, and 
watching the behavior of the pupils towards each other 

12 
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and their teacher, could, for a moment, doubt his being 
amongst a congregation of young republicans ? And 
who, on entering a German academy, would not be struck 
with the principle of authority and silence, which reflects 
the history of Germany for the last half dozen centuries? 
What difficulty has not an American teacher to maintain 
order amongst a dozen unruly little urchins; while a 
German rules over two hundred pupils in a class with all 
the ease and tranquillity of an Eastern monarch 1 

In an American school every thing is done from con- 
viction ; in a German, obedience is from habit and prece- 
dent. How active is not the strife for consideration and 
power amongst a class of young Americans ; how per- 
fectly contemplative the same collection of Germans, in- 
tent only upon their studies and the gratification of indi- 
vidual tastes. 

The majority of the pupils of an American school will 
imprint their character on the institution ; the personal 
disposition of the teacher in Germany can always be read 
in the behavior of his pupils. There is as little disposi- 
tion on the part of American children to obey the uncon- 
trolled will of their masters, as on the part of their fa- 
thers to submit to the mandates of kings ; and it would 
only be necessary to conduct some doubting European 
politician to an American school-room, to convince him 
at once that there is no immediate prospect of transfer- 
ring royalty to the shores of the New World. 

It has been observed, that with Americans mathematics 
come by instinct. This is true loith regard to the applicor 
tions of the science, which in America are as well, or bet- 
ter understood, than in any part of Europe ; but there is 
no taste visible for the mere abstract knowledge of it, as 
is the case in France and Germany. 

The Americans are born analyzers, and are better able 
to understand a principle from its application, than to 
seize a truth in the abstract, nor would they think such a 
truth an acquisition, unless they saw its practical bear- 
ings. I have known several excellent mathematicians in 
Boston and Philadelphia, but their talents were all of the 
order I have described ; and I suspect, therefore, that they 
are not very eminent teachers. ' The method of instruc- 
tion must necessarily be synthetic, and implies a process 
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of reasoning, which, as far as my experience goes, is least 
acceptable to American palates. In politics analysis is 
the only means of arriving at fair conclusions ; but in the 
exact sciences it is less direct and secure, although it is 
the method of invention and the most fertile in applica- 
tions. On the whole, I do not think that the Americans 
have a greater share of mathematical talent than Euro- 
peans ; but they certainly apply it to greater advantage, 
and evince an acquaintance with the science in all their 
civil and political transactions. Mathematics with them 
are an active principle ; not an abstract science, as in Eu- 
rope. 

For history, the Americans seem to have the least fond- 
ness ; but they are great admirers of statistics, and have 
an astonishing memory of numbers. An American con- 
siders the history of his country as the beginning of a 
new era ; and cares, therefore, less for the past, than he 
does for the present and the future. Statistics is never- 
theless a still-standing history,* and the key or index to 
the future fate of a nation. This truth is as well under- 
stood in America as in any other country ; and accord- 
ingly, the rage for statistical tables, as a means of obtain- 
ing knowledge in a quick and easy manner, exists in the 
United States to a still greater degree than in England 
or France. I have known few persons in Europe, as 
well acquainted with the imports and exports, revenue 
and expenditure, amount of national debt, standing ar- 
mies and navies, &,c. of their own and foreign countries, 
as the great mass of Americans. 

Geography is well taught from excellent text-books, 
some of which have been translated into several European 
languages. The proficiency of the pupils in this branch 
is highly creditable to the instructors, and surpasses in 
minuteness and correctness that of most scholars of the 
same age in Europe. 

. But the most surprising fact, in the whole course of 
(American education, is the total absence of religious tn- 
^tructioHy in most of the elementary schools. This is 
Entirely left to the care of the parents, and confined, prin- 
cipally, to the reading of the Bible and the hearing of 

* SclUozer. Lehrbuch der Statistik« Gottingem 
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sennons and lectures on the Sabbath. I confess myself 
unable to judge of the expediency of this course, which 
18 perhaps rendered necessary by the great number of re- 
ligious sects who send children to one and the same 
school ; but whatever its disadvantages may be, I am quite 
certain there is as much theoretical and practical religion 
in the United States as in any other country. 

Before I conclude these observations on elementary in- 
struction in America, I would mention a subject, which, 
fLB yet, seems to have escaped the attention of most trav- 
ellers, though it is sufficiently interesting in itself, and ex- 
planatory of a great many peculiarities in the lives of 
Americans. I would allude to the precocity of children, 
which results from the plan of education pursued in 
schools and at home, and perhaps, also, from the peculiar 
climate of the country. 

An American boy of ten or twelve years of age is as 
much of a young man as an European at sixteen ; and 
when arrived at that age, he is as useful in business, and 
as much to be relied upon, as a German at twenty-four^ 
or a Frenchman at fifty. Something similar to it may also 
be found in England ; but neither climate nor education 
promote it to the same extent as in America. From the 
earliest perio'd of his life, a young American is accustom- 
ed to rely upon himself as the principal artificer of his 
fortune. Whatever he learns or studies is with a view to 
future application; and the moment he leaves school he 
immerses into active life. His reputation, from the time 
he is able to think, is the object of his most anxious care ; 
as it must afiect his future standing in society, and in- 
crease the sphere of his usefulness. 

As a school-boy, he has his opinions on politics and re- 
ligion, which he defends with as much ardor as if he 
were a senator of the republic, or a minister of the gos- 
pel. By the time he is able to read and write, he is al- 
ready forming the plan of his future independence ; and 
I have heard boys from ten to twelve years of age enlarge 
on the comforts and advantages of married life, with as 
grave an aspect, as if they had been reciting a mathemat- 
ical lesson, or discussing the merits of an essay on poli- 
tics. They were calculating the prospects of domestic 
happiness, as a merchant would the profits of a mercan- 
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tile speculation, or a banker his commission on a bill of 
exchange; 

American children study the foibles of their parents 
and teachers, which they are sure to turn to their own 
advantage, and at the age of twenty-one are better judges 
of characters, and human nature in general, than many 
an European at the age of fifly. In girls this precocity 
is blended with bashfulness and modesty ; but the most 
characteristic feature of American children, whether male 
or female, is, nevertheless, an early development of the 
understanding, and a certain untimely intelligence seldom 
to be found in Europe. 

The Americans have a much shorter period assigned to 
them, for the completion of their studies than Europeans; 
but the quantity of knowledge acquired in that time is 
really prodigious, and it is a wonder if the memory can 
retain one fourth part of it in after life. A child from 
four to Sive years of age is already obliged to be six hours 
a day at school, and to study perhaps two or three more 
at home ; and as it advances in age, the number and va- 
riety of these studies increase in a duplicate ratio. At 
the age of twelve, a boy will study Latin, Greek, French, 
Italian, Spanish, algebra, geometry, mechanics, moral 
philosophy, mineralogy, natural philosophy, chemistry, 
and Heaven knows what ! and manages at least to recite 
his lessons to the satisfaction of his teachers, I have nev- 
er seen an attempt at any thing similar in Europe, and am 
satisfied of the utter impossibility of its success, were it 
to be hazarded in England or Germany. 

If the time devoted to ah American college-course were 
anyways in proportion to the intensity of application on 
the part of the pupils, the American seminaries would be 
the first in the world, and its professors and students the 
most remarkable for application and learning. But, un- 
fortunately, the period of a collegiate education is limited 
to four years, which is about one half of what ought to 
be allowed for the completion of the course prescribed 
for an American college. Not much more than the rudi^ 
ments of science can be acquired in so short a period ; 
and the American scholar, therefore, must chiefly depend 
on the resources of his own mind, and the assistance of 
libraries, to become eminent in any department of knowl« 

12* 
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ledge, or to compete with men of learning in Europe. A 
number of American students are, for this purpose, an- 
nually visiting the Universities of Europe, especially those 
of Germany, and many distinguished scholars in the 
United States are as intimately acquainted with the liter- 
ature of that country, as with the literary institutions of 
their own. 

But if the Americans do not as yet possess the higher 
institutions of learning, which are the ornament of the 
most civilized states of Europe, the elements of a classical 
and mathematical education are, at least, disseminated 
throughout their whole country, and the means of laying 
the foundation of scholarship in every State of the Union. 
They had, in 1835, not less than seventy-nine colleges, 
thirty-one theological seminaries, twenty-three medical, 
and nine law school s. — 

There were also five Roman Catholic seminaries, viz. 
at Baltimore and near Emmitsburg, in Maryland ; at 
Charleston, South Carolina ; near Boardstown, and in 
Washington county, Kentucky, and in Perry county, 
Missouri. 

In these colleges there were, in 1835, 639 instructers 
employed in teaching Latin, Greek, mathematics, philoso- 
phy, astronomy, and other elementary branches of learn- 
ing to 7810 students ; and besides, 220 professors in the 
higher departments of science for an average number 
of 5000 pupils. The number of alumni and students 
amounted to more than 33,000, and the number of vol- 
umes in the libraries, to 456,420 ; of which 277,770 be- 
longed to the colleges, 113,220 to the students' libraries, 
and 65,430 to the theological seminaries. But since 1835, 
five new colleges have been established, viz., Haddington 
college in Pennsylvania, Shurtlefi* and McKendrean col- 
leges in the state of Illinois, Columbia college in Missouri, 
and Bufialo college, on a munificent scale in the state of 
New York. It is to be observed, moreover, that out of 
the whole number of colleges, more than one half have 
sprung up since 1820, and nearly one third since 1830. 
Most of them were established in the western states, 
where civilization has scarcely penetrated within a dozen 
years ; and the theological seminaries date nearly all 
from the period of 1820. We shall see, hereafter, how 
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the remarks of some English writers agree with these 
facts. 

When we speak of the merits^ of American institutions 
of learning, we ought not to forget that the United States 
are still settling, and not settled; and that, consequently, 
all the Americans- have done thus far, for the promotion 
of learning, is rather to be considered as indicative of 
their taste and the high value they set on intellect, than 
as a fair specimen of what they will be able to accomplish 
in the course of time. 

The attention of the public must be earnestly directed 
towards improvements in education, in order to establish, 
within the space of ten years, eight new colleges in a 
state, which has only been settled within the last forty 
years, as is, for instance, the case with the colleges of 
Oxford, New Athens, Hudson Gambler, Granville, Mari- 
etta, New Elyria, and Chagrin, in the state of Ohio. In 
the state of Kentucky, which, in 1790 contained but 
73,677 inhabitants, of whom about one third were slaves, 
there are now six colleges, with nearly forty instructors. 
The state of Alabama, which in 1810 had but a popula- 
tion of 10,000 people, including slaves, had ten years 
later already a seminary of public instruction with six 
professors in the various departments of science. The 
state of Mississippi did not exist three years (it was only 
admitted into the Union in the year 1817,) without insti- 
tuting a seminary of learning with ten professors ; though 
its whole population, at that time, did not exceed 75,000, 
of whom about 33,000 were slaves. The college of St. 
Louis was incorporated in 1829, nine years after the ter- 
ritory of Missouri had been admitted into the Union as an 
independent state, though it contained at that time little 
more than 100,000 inhabitants, of whom nearly 25,000 
were slaves ; and a new college has been established 
since 1835, in that state. The college of Bloomington, 
Indiana, was established in 1827, though the whole state 
did not yet contain a single large town, (New Albany, the 
largest of them, containing in 1831 but 2500 inhabitants,) 
and the college of Jacksonville, in the state of Illinois, in 
1830 ; the whole county of that name containing then 
little more than 1500 inhabitants. Judge Hall, in his 
oration, delivered at yandalia(!)on the 4th of July, 1830, 
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expressed his sentiments in reference to this college itt 
the following manner : — * 

'^ All who have explored this state, (Illinois,) agree in 
awarding to it the capacity to sustain a larger amount of 
population, than any other equal expanse of territory in 
the United States. But it is the moral fnore than the physic* 
al character, which raises a state to a proud elevation among 
her sister republics. Illinois is destined to have wealth and 
strength ; and it is important that she should also have 
intelligence, virtue, and refinement, to enable her to direct 
her mighty energies to the noblest ends. Indlistry and 
arts will soon make their abodes among us. Millions of 
freemen will draw their subsistence from our prolific soih 
Let us train up our young republicans to virtue. Let us 
educate the children^ who, in a few years, must stand in our 
places. Let us lead back their minds to the example of 
the pilgrims, who forsook their country and their homes, 
rather than violate conscience or offend their God." 

Where such sentiments prevail the best hopes must be 
entertained of the future. The literary institutions of 
America may be as young as the states in which they are 
formed ; but they are, at least in proportion to their pop- 
ulation, more numerous than in any part of Europe, Ger- 
many not excepted, and afford ample means of initiating 
beginners into the elements of science, at an expense of 
little more than one third of what is required, for similar 
purposes in England. 

The academical course, as I remarked before, is com- 
pleted in four years, at the end of which the degree of 
Bachelor of Arts is conferred without any of those rigid 
examinations which are customary in the universities of 
Germany. No dissertation is required, on a particular 
subject, and the candidEites for academical honors are 
not obliged to become authors beforethey are pronounced 
to be scholars.t The merits of the students are comput- 
ed from their daily recitations in the various departments 
of instruction ; and the system is, at least, daily produc- 
tive of application, which, in the more scientific institutions 

* I quote it here, because it is strongly expressive of the feelings of. 
the people in general, 
t This is the practice in Germany. 
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of Crermanj, is constantlj deferred to the end of the 
'* semester." An American student does not learn as 
much, at any one time, as a German, and his knowledge^ 
therefore, is less connected and arranged ; but he ac- 
quires a great deal, little by little, and can, in this way, 
more easily follow his professors. The hardships of an 
American student are certainly less than those of a Ger- 
man ; but then he enters the university at a much earlier 
period, and quits it at a time when Europeans are yet 
at school.* 

The degree of Master of Arts is conferred three years 
after that of Bachelor is obtained ; but is less desired in 
America, and consequently more seldom granted, than in 
England. 

The academic morals I should pronounce to be a shade 
higher than those of English or German students, and the 
practice of duelling is, I believe, entirely unknown. But 
the German universities were at all times considered as 
a national institution ; which can hardly be said of the 
American colleges, established by the munificence of in- 
dividuals, and maintained, frequently, for the promotion 
of the interests of a particular dcDomination of Christians. 

The libraries of the American colleges cannot cer- 
tainly, be compared to those of Oxford, or Gottingen, or 
Munich, and perhaps not even to those of much inferior 
institutions of learning in Europe. But in the natural 
and exact sciences a small number of works, principally 
modern, suffices to acquire proficiency ; and these, as far 
as I am acquainted, are found in all the larger colleges of 
the United States. Nine tenths of all the works to be 
found in European libraries are only referred to, as bear- 
ing on the history and literature of the sciences, and are 
hardly ever read by the younger students, who are too 
busily engaged with the new discoveries to devote any 
considerable portion of their time to the philosophical 
contemplation of their origin and progress. 

For philological studies, the Americans have, until now, 
shown but little fondness, and the libraries of their col- 
leges are, therefore, very deficient in this branch of 
knowledge. But then, where so much is constantly doing 

* Compare the preceding remarks on American precocity. 
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for the edacation of 70uth,in other departments, it would 
be unjust to expend large sums in the purchase of books, 
on a subject which would only gratifj a few individuals ; 
who ought sooner to visit Europe to gratify their thirst 
for a branch of knowledge the least useful in the life of a 
young republic, than tax their fellow-citizens at home 
with expenditure for which they could never make an ad- 
equate return. 

But the greatest deficiency exists in the historical de- 
partment, which scarcely furnishes matter for the history 
of America, and is lamentably defective in that of Europe. 
Of the whole range of studies pursued in American col- 
leges, that of history is most neglected. The taste for it 
remains to be created ; and, as far as I can judge, no 
symptoms of it are, as yet, perceptible in the social insti- 
tutions of the United States. 

The theological libraries have also been complained of 
as being extremely deficient ; but most of the predomi- 
nant religious sects in America draw their arguments di- 
rectly from the Bible, and not from any human authority 
whatever, and have, therefore, less recourse to written 

documentfl. The Americaii» believe — and this not with- 
out their usual good sense — that an acquaintance with 
the temptations and trials of this world, and the motives 
of human actions, is as indispensable a qualification in a 
minister of the gospel, as the most critical knowledge of 
canonical laws, and require their religious instructers to 
be rather practical men, than skilled in the theological 
sciences. 

Mr. Hamilton, in speaking of the education of the 
American clergy, after having made a number of valuable 
remarks on "timber and tobacco growers," concludes 
with the following bitter reflections : — 

*' Even to the present day, the value of education in the 
United States is estimated not by its result on the mind 
of the student, in strengthening his faculties, purifying his 
taste, and enlarging and elevating the sphere of thought 
and consciousness ; but by the amount of available knowT' 
edge which it enables him to bring to the common business 
of life. 

" The consequences of this error, when participated in 
by a whole nation, have been most pernicious. It ha& 
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unquestionably contributed to perpetuate the yerj igno* 
ranee in which it originated. It has done its part, in con- 
nection with other causes, in depriving the United States 
of the most enduring source of national greatness. Nor 
can we hope that the evil will be. removed * until the vul- 
gar and unworthj sophistry which has imposed on the 
judgment, even of the most intelligent Americans,t shall 
cease to influence some wiser and unborn generation. 

** The education of the clergy differed in little from that 
of laymen. Of theological learning there was none, nor 
did there exist the means of acquiring it. It is probable 
that within the limits of the United States, there was not 
to be found a single copy of the works of the Fathers. 
But this mattered not. Protestantism is never very 
amenable to authority, and least of all when combined toith 
democracy. Neither the pastors nor their flocks were 
inclined to attach much value to primitive authority, (?) 
and from the solid rock of the Scriptures, each man was 
pleased to hew out his own religion, in such form and 
proportions as were suited to the measure of his taste and 
knowledge. It was considered enough that the clergy 
could read the Bible in their vernacular tongue, and ex- 
pound its doctrines to the satisfaction of a congregation 
not more learned than themselves. 

*' To the present day, in one only of the colleges has 
any provision been made for clerical education.^ Many 
of the religious sects, however, have established theologic- 
al academies, in which candidates for the ministry may, 
doubtless, acquire such accomplishment as is deemed 
necessary for the satisfactory discharge of their high 
functions." 

Now, in the first place, the habit of studying a profes- 
sion, principally on account of its practical applications, 
exist in all countries ; though there are gentlemen in the 

* I leave to the reader to contrast this declamation with the facts I 
have hitherto stated; 

t Compare Jud^e Hall's Speech, alluded to, page 140. 

t This remark is quite incorrect. Theological schools are attached 
to the universities of Yale and Harvard; as, also, to- Princetown, New 
Brunswick, Kenyon, Western Reserve, Granville, and Lexington col- 
leges. But the learned author seems to have been too much iculuenced 
by his holy zeal for religion, to inquire fully into the state of religious 
instruction in America. 
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United Stales, as well as in England, cultivating science 
con amore^ such as the learned author of " Men and Man- 
ners," without ever thinking of applying their wisdom in 
practice. Necessity, however, has always been '* the best 
teacher, as well as the mother of invention." I believe 
the instances are rare, in which persons are willing to 
devote themselves to the study of theology, without the 
hope of future promotion ; and the eagerness with which 
church livings are coveted in England, shows, at least, 
the unwillingness of the clergy to embrace the profession 
merely for ihe sake of " enlarging and elevating their 
sphere of thought and consciousness." Theology, juris- 
prudence and medicine are, in Germany, known by the 
name of *' bread-studies " (Brot-studien,) because they 
are principally pursued for a temporal establishment ; and 
the lAimber of those who apply themselves to them to be- 
come practical lawyers, physicians, or ministers, is, for 
the benefit of mankind, in all parts of the world, greater 
than that of those priests of knowledge whose sole object 
it is " to purify their taste,'* and to "enlarge and elevate 
the sphere of thought and consciousness/' 
I f^ The Americans consider their ministers as public ser- 
v) rants, paid by their respective congregations in propor- 
tion to the degree of their usefulness. It is a principle 
with them to establish no sinecures, either in religion or 
politics; and their clergy, therefore, have less fortune 
and leisure to employ in their personal improvement as 
gentlemen, though they have ample time for the cultivation 
of that more substantial knowledge in a minister, which 
teaches him to imitate the example of his great Master ; 
and, by winning the hearts of his congregation, and in- 
fluencing their morals by his own irreproachable life, to 
become truly the pastor of his flock, and the friend and 
counsellor of every family in his parishw^ Such were the 
ministers of the pilgrims, and such, it is to be hoped, will 
be the ministers of the gospel in the United States yet for 
many a generation. And the people, with a simplicity 
which does credit to both their hearts and their under- 
standings, value these qualifications in their clergymen 
higher than the strongest claims of the latter to the refined 
tastes of gentlemen. 
The standard works on British Law have always been 
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republished in America, (mostlj in Boston and Philadeln 
phia,) and make part of every lawyer'« library. To theae 
must be added the numerous digests of American law8|. 
the statutes of the different states, and the larger works 
of American jurisprudence. Several of these, among 
which are the works of Kent and Story, are sufficiently 
known to the profession in England to need no further 
notice in a work of this nature. CAn American lawyer^ — 
has certainly greater difficulties to overcome to attain to 
eminence in his profession, than any other barrister ia 
the world. Not only is he to be learned in the EngUslt 
law, which forms the basis of American jurisprudence, 
but he must also be familiar with the different statutes of 
each state in the Union, together with those of the United 
States themselves, i The prerogatives of the generali:,gov- 
ernment, and thoS^of the governor and legislature of each 
independent state, present oflen the nicest points of dis- 
tinction, and afford ample scope for* the, ingenuity and 
discrimination of American lawyers. The most fertile in 
argument and scientific distinction&.Hre, I suppose, those 
of Philadelphia, their fame being established by the adage, 
"This will puzzle a Philadelphia lawyer;" which is ex- 
pressive of the same difficulty as the &v<iuajing of the circle 
in mathematics. ' * 41 

r^he reason why law-schools are not i^p numerous iuU^ 
the United States as other institutions of« Ijigrning', is, be- 
cause young men are in a habit o^ studying with some 
professional gentlemen of acknowledged talents and repu- 
tation — a custom which exists equally in England, and 
extends also to medical students in lieu of a clinicum for \ 
young practitioners. ^ ' ^ 

The first anatomical operation, in the United States 
consisted in the dissection of the body of a felon, who was 
executed in 1750. Six years later Dr. Hunter, of New 
York, a graduate of the university^of Edinburgh, com- 
menced a course cff lectures on anatomy and surgery ; and 
in 1765 the first medical school was established under the 
superintendence of Doctors Shippen and Morgan, of 
Philadelphia. In 1767 another medical school was founds 
ed in New York ; but from that period till 1792 the pn>- 
gress of medicine was interrupted by the war of tlje Ameri- 
can independence. A second medical inst^lfitioii was 
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esliiblisbed m N«w York in 179% which was afterwards 
«9iked with the first, under the jksme of ^'College of 
Medicitie aud Surgery.*' 

The medical school of Massachusetts was established 
(kB e^rlj as 1783 ; but its celebrity -commenced only with 
the year 1810, when it was transferred to Boston, and 
beeame one of the most floiirishing institutions in the 
Union. 

The fourth medical school in America is the work of 
Dr. Smith, of Dartmouth College, New Hampshire. It 
was founded in Hanover in 1797 ; and, since that time, 
siimlar institutions were established all over the United 
States. * . ' 

Schools of pharmacy exist in New York and Philadel- 
phia, and have, together with the "-Journal of Phar- 
macy/' much contributed to the improvement of this most . 
useful science. 

* It Utay yet. be rei^arked, that the Americans have made 
proper provisions for anatomy ; the bodies of felons and 
other persons buried at the States' expense, being, by law, 
djue to the students of anatomy. The sl^e of Massa- 
chusetts set the example, and many of the other states 
were prompt mjts imitation. I mention this particularly, 
because no simTar provision,. I believe, promotes as yet 
the stijdy ot aryactbmy.in EngUrnd. 

^ If, then, 4!||taad o^^crutinizing particular institutions 
of learning, we consider the general |>|rogress of education 
and science in the United States,' and by' what means that 
progress has been insuK«4ft we shaU not.iiccuse the Ameri- 
cans of indifference with^i^gard to tins higher attainments 
of the mind. The majority of theij; colleges and univer- 
sities, and especially their public libraries, when com- 
pared to those of Europe, are, pefhups; yet in a state of 
kifancy ; but they are daily enlargiio^g, and their number 
increases even faster fn proportion than the population of 
the Western States. * 

The Am^icans are fully aware of what they have yet 
to accomplish before they can rival Europe in the arts 
«nd sciences ; but they have certainly made a noble be- 
ginning, .and ar^ constantly improving in every depart- 
ment of knowledge. If they do not import a great num- 
ber of sci^tific works from Europe, — a fault with which 
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Mr. Hamilton severely reproaches them — they reprint 
the more, and have also published many excellent trans^ 
lations from the French and German, among which it 
will be sufficient to allude to the works] of La Place, Cou- 
sin, Heeren, and the Grerman Conversation Lexicon. 
This, in a country like America, in which more thlin one 
half of the entire population have not as yet any fixed 
habitations, affords assuredly a strong proof of the high 
value its inhabitants set upon literary and scientific ac- 
quirements ; while at the same time it is the best refiita-^ 
tion of the gratuitous charge, that the Americans are 
strangers to the pleasure arising from intellectual, pur- 
suits ; or too much absorbed by trade and traffic, to be- 
stow any considerable portion of their time on the cul- 
tivation of their mental faculties. , • 
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CHAPTER VII. 



GENERAL OBSERVATIONS ON AMERICANS. DEFINITION OF 

' AMERICAN PATRIOftlSM. THE AMERICANS AS A MORAL 

AND RELIGIOUS PEOPLE. DIFFERENT RELIGIOUS DE- 
NOMINATIONS* IN AMERICA. — UNITARIANISM. THE RE^ 

SPECT OP the' AMERICANS FOR THE LAW. OBSERVA- 
TIONS ON THE LYNCH-LAW. ITS ORIGIN. TEMPER- 

AN(^ AND OTHER BENEVOLENT SOCIETIES. NATIONAL 

CHARITY. 



Though the Americans, in general, have fewer preju- 
dices than any nation in Europe, and possess, therefore, 
less of a national character ; though they have no com- 
munitj of religious feeling ; jet there exists amongst them 
an uniformity of thought and sentiment, which is sufficient 
to itfark them as a distinct people. These sentiments are 
principally political, or have reference to their habits of 
industry. 

The Americans present the singular spectacle of a 
people united together by no other ties than those of ex- 
cellent laws and equal justice, for the maintenance of 
which '^ their lives, their fortunes, and their sacred hon- 
ors " stand mutually pledged. The American common- 
wealth consists of a community of reason and good sense ; 
its empire, therefore, is the largest, and its basis the most 
unalterable on which the prosperity of a people was ever 
established. They revere the theory and foundation of 
4Aeir government, to which they transfer most of their' 
local attachments, their love of country, and those gen- 
erous sentiments, which the contemplation of the gigantic 
scenery wliich surrounds them is calculated to inspire. 
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There is, at present, no room for idylic poesy and ro^ 
mance ; but the energetic deYelop.m«iIt of the nation may 
soon furnish matter for an epopee 

An American does not love his country as a French- 
man loves France, or an Englishman England : America 
is to him but the physical means of establishing* a moral ' 
power — the medium through which his naihdoperates— ^ 
^* the local habitation " of his fpolitieal doctrines. His 
country is in his understanding ; he caivies it with him 
wherever he goes, whether he emigrates to the shores •£ 
the Pacific or the Gulf of Mexico ; his home is wherever 
he finds minds congenial with his own. ' "^ 

Americans have been reproached vfitb want of love for 
their native country ; but, with sii<^ -i^tit enlightened at-, 
tachment to their mora] and political wkj^titutions, jt. is 
difficult to fix upon the limits of the • epi^ir^ which must 
eventually be theirs, or upon the boundary line\Aiich they 
shall not overleap in their progress. The pJfriotisgi of 
the Americans is not confined eithex/to a love oniieir 
country, or to those who &rb of the sqin^ origin with li^m : 
it relates to the mind, and to the/hdjiits' df thinking aqd 
reasoning. Whoever thinks as they^o, it, morally spell- 
ing, a citizen of their community ; tiQd'whoever entertains 
opinions in opposition to th^ estabUsJfed theory of got- 
ernment, must be considered a natural enemy to their 
country. . * ' 

The moral influence of this process of reasoning onithe. 
prospects and future power of the United States is incal- 
culable. It has made America • the representative of a 
doctrine which is fast gaining ground throughout the 
civilized world ; it has extended her physical and moral * 
dominion, and created for her friends and allies in every 
nation and in every clime. It has made her cause the 
cause of humanity, and her success the triumph of reason 
over ignorance and prejudice. What people could now 
make war on America, without retarding the progress of 
their own freedom 1 What arm would not drop palsied 
in aiming a blow at American liberty '1 What mariner 
would wish to extinguish the beacon-light which directflp 
the course of his navigation ? — • It has made the Amerp 
cans strong within themselves, and invulnerable from with-^ 
out. Their political doctrines have become the religioq 

13» 
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adto confession, of the people of all countries: like the 
truths of Christianity, they have had their apostles and 
their martyiifi, and like those truths they are destined to 
become the universal faith of mankind. 

Neifher can the patriotism of the Americans be called 
'Hk a vague *and indistinct feeling; on the contrary, it is clear 
aqd defined,- *^nd has 3 definite aim. It is not an in- 
stinctive attachment to scenes with which they are ac- 
quainted, from lrifiil(lhpod, or to men to whose familiar 
converse they are - accustomed ; it consists in the love of 
principles, fqr which they are ready io make every sac- 
rifice, and which ip. the outset they preferred to their 

homes. .-jr. 

The Atnei^ican pilgrims <;arried their country in their 
^h^arts, ancf theif government in their minds. Their char- 
acter was fopn^niieforije they touched the soil which was 
Snourisd' th^i, and has ever since remained superior to 
cal x^ir^ilsistances. The Americans entered the wil- 
dprnpBs.as masters, v^etermined to subdue it; and not as 
chi^en of nttturt,,4iur»ed and. brought up in its bosom, 
^hey could not. at first love what was not their own ; and 
wlien it became^heirs, they had already changed its face. 

The succession of changes was so rapid, that scarcely 
one could leave aj^ermanenf impression on their minds. 
.They treated. nature as a conquered subject; not as a 
mother who gave them birth. They were the children of 
another world, who came thither to burn, ransack and 
destroy, and not to preserve what [they had found. They 
burned the forests, dug up the bowels of the earth, di- 
verted rivers from their course, or united them at their 
* pleasure ; and annihilated the distances which separated 
the North from the South, and the East from the West. 

All other nations have gradually merged from barba- 
rism to civilization, and, in the successive stages of their 
development, been strongly influenced by the soil and the 
climate. But it is in proportion to the length of time na- 
ture retains her dominion over man, that he will cHng to 
her as a child to its mother, or that local attachments to 
the soil and the country are formed. At the very settle- 
znent of America, (as I remarked in the last chapter,) the 
highest degree of civihzation, the product of another clime, 
was j^ war with a pristine world ; and to this moment no 
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permanent truce is established. Let the conflict oe 
brought to an end, let man make his.peace with native — 
and she will once more become his companion, and make 
him love his native land. 

I have said that the patriotism of Americans is pot a^ 
vague and indefinite feeling, but that it consisted in a'lt 
strong attachment to principles. I say so still. The 
principles which they cherish are those of liberty, and 
they are sufficient to raise them to a^^roud eminence 
amongst the nations of the earth. They establislr% 
moral empire more durable than huoian feelings, anc} [ess 
susceptible of changes. I will now add that the Ameri- 
cans love their country, not, indeed, as it is., but as it tnU 
be. They do not love the land of their fathers ; but they^ 
are sincerely attached to that which their children a^e 
destined to inherit. They live in the 'futai;^, and make 
their country as they go on. • ' L 

It oflen appeared to me as if the whole profMrty of tire 
United States was only held by the Americans iiArust 
for their children,, and that they were prepared to j*«|^der 
a religious account of their stewardship! ' See with wl\at 
willingness they labor to secure an inde^ndence to their 
children ! — with what readiness they take a part in the 
national improvements of their countr/! — with what cheer- •. 
fulness they quit an already fertilized soil, and emigrate 
to the " far west," to make more room for their offspripg ! 
— how ready they are to invest their fortunes in undertak- 
ings which can only benefit their progeny ! Are these 
no proofs of a genuine patriotism 7 Is this not the most 
exalted love of country of which history furnishes us with 
a record 1 

A mere local attachment to the soil, however it may 
influence the domestic happiness of a people, is, of itself, 
hardly capable of imparting that national impulse which 
directs the feelings and actions of individuals to a com- 
mon centre, and makes them sacrifice their own private 
interests to the general good of the whole. It ramt be a 
spiritual essence, a community of the highest faculties of 
the mind, which shall make men look on one another as 
brethren, and unite them as members of one and the same 
ffimily. It was the spirit of the Romans which created 
and preserved Rome ; as it was the highest princifiles of . 



f; 



152 LOVE or LIBERTY OF THS :AAXERtCANS. 

^ ■.."■■'■•■ 

religion which ohiied the Israelites in^ a nation, and led" 
iheqi out or the lan4 of bondage. It wa§ the love of po^ 
liticai and rdligious liberty which led to the settlement of 
the British American colonies ;.-and the 9^pa.e feeling is 

ret sending thousands to the chores of. ihe'^New World. 

ft is the cetnent of the American confederajsy, and the 
rery essence of their confmonwealth* 

'- 1 am aware it will be urged that it is not so much the 
liberal institutions of Arnerica as the immense resources 
of the country, the fertility of the soil,and the vast extent 
of commerce, wRich are the causes of the constant emi- 
^rations to the United States^ .This, however, is but 
begging the question ; for, without those institutions, the 
, resources of the. country would not yet be developed, the^ 
sail would not yield its produce, and the commerce of the 
country would still linger under onerous laws. 

^ It is the lowB of freedom, the hope of being exempted 
^om burffiensome taxes, and the expectation of being 
abl&,:to call their own what they shall earn by their hon-^ 
est toils, which causes most Europeans, and especially 
the Germans, to emigrate to the United States, in prefer- 
eiree to the equally fertile but ill-governed states of South 
America.* The security and good faith of the American 
government act at feast as much as an enticing cause as 
the hope of realizing a competence. 

The early settlements of the British North American 
colonies, their political progress, and the present pros- 
perous conditicy of the United States, may be alike traced 
to the love of liberty, which, from the commencement, 
distinguished the Americans ; and the history of the indi- 
vidual states sufficiently proves that their inhabitants set 
a higher value on political and religious freedom than on 
the physical advantages of the soil, and the means of ac- 
quiring riches. ** For what is good land without good 
laws?" — said the early colonists of West Jersey, in their 
remonstrance against the usurpations of the Duke of 
Yofk-i" the better the worse. And if we could not as- 
sure people of an easy, and free, and safe government, 
both with respect to their spiritual and worldly property, 
•—that is, an uninterrupted liberty of conscience, and an 
inviolable possession of their civil rights and freedoms, 
by a j^st and wise government, — a mere wilderness would. 
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be no encouragement ; for it were madness .to leave a 
free, a good, and improved country, to plant in a wi^er- 
ness, and there adventure many thousands of pounds to 
give an absolute title to afi other person to tax us at will 
and pleasure ?" 

** We have not lost any part of our liberty," continued 
they, »*by leaving our country'; for we leave not our 
king, nor our government, by quitting our soil ; but we 
transplant to a place given by the same king, with express 
limitation to erect no polity contrary to the same estab- 
lished government, but as near as may be to it ; and this* 
variation is allowed but for the sake of emergencies ; and 
that latitude bounded by these words, ^for the good of the 
adventurer and planter,' " * 

Property, in some of the South American republics^ is 
acquired with as much, or even greater facility, than in 
the United States ; but there is no security for its preser** 
vation, while the latter offer, in this respect, greater 
guarantees than any other country, England and 'France 
not excepted. There are no conflicting elements which 
threaten an immediate change or overthrow of her estab- 
lished institutions. The opposition in America is power- 
less, and never refers to the principles of government; 
but only to particular measures. No class of society in 
the United States is*opposed to republican institutions, as 
there is no political party whose permanent interests are 
opposed to the majority of the people. Neither is the 
policy of the United States likely to invofc^e the couqtry 
in a foreign war ; and if in a national broil the republic 
should become a belligerent party, her political 9nd geo<* 
graphical position is such, that she has little to fear froib 
an enemy. 

The Americans have kept good faith with all nations ; 
and, by the most unexampled economy, discharged their 
national debt. Their credit is unrivalled, their honor 
unquestioned, and the most implicit confidence placed 
in their ability to fulfil their engagements. They have, 
thus far, received strangers with hospitality,, and put no 
obstacles in the way of their progress. They have not 
monopolized a single branch of industry ; but ^t foreigiH 

* Samud Smith's History of New Jersey,. 



154 ADVANTAGES OF AMERICA 

ers and native citizens compete fairly for an equal chanco 
of ipccess. They have established liberty of conscienee> 
and compelled no person to pay taxes for the support of 
ministers of a different persuasion from bis own. They 
have abolished all hereditary privileges ; but let all men 
start free and equal, with no other claims to preferment 
than that which is founded on superiority of intellect. In 
short, they have made their country the market for talent, 
ingenuity, industry, and every honest kind of exertion. 
It has become the home of all who are willing to rise by 
their own efforts, and contains within itself nearly half the 
enterprise of the«world. 

These are the true causes of the rapid growth of Amer- 
ica, which, joined to her immense natural resources, 
mu8^ make her eventually the most powerful country on 
the globe. It is the principle of liberty, carried out in all 
its ramifications and details, which has produced these 
mighty results. The states of Buenos Ay res and Brazil 
contain immense fertile plains, blessed with a climate 
vastly superior to that of the United States, and watered 
by streams which may vie with the Mississippi ; but no 
earnest attempt seems, as yet, to have been made to set- 
tle them } and of the thousands of emigrants from Europe, 
scarcely a handful have seen the La Plata, or ventured 
themselves on the Amazon. The physical advantages 
are on the side of South America ; but every moral and 
political superiority is permanently established in the 
United States.* 

One of the greatest advantages enjoyed by the Ameri- 
cans, ai^ which can never be sufficiently taken into con-> 
sideratiohj consists in their being descended from the 
greatest and most enterprising nation in Europe. Amer- 
ica, in her very cradle, was the child of freedom — wrapt 
in chartered rights and immunities. She was the offspring 
of a strong, healthy, well-conditioned mother, who was 
determined no^ to spoil her by foolish caresses, but 
rather hardened her constitution by premature exposure* 
To the noble bk)od of her mother, she joined the superi- 
ority of education obtained in the school of adversity ; 
and to the attachment of her parent to liberty, the sturdy 
love of independence. 

The English have beslpwed more blessings on humani- 
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tj, by the establishment of their colonies, than any other 
nation in the world. To whatever quarter they have 
transferred their laws and institutions, they have con- 
tributed to improve the condition of the human race. The 
French, the Dutch, the Spaniards, and the Portuguese 
have also established colonies ; but these have never risen 
to political importance^ l^hey were no nurseries of free* 
dom, but administered only to the sordid, cupidity of 
their parents. Even in achieving their* independence 
they fall into wreck aiid ruin ; and the sickly progeny of 
diseased parents can. hardly survive their sires. Compare 
to this the active.'vigor of the British Colonies ; their legis- 
lative assemblies ; their administration of justice, and the 
liberty of the press established in most of them ! 

The Americans, after the war of independence, pos- 
sessed the advantage of British laws and institutions ; 
from which they selected and retained all they deemed 
good, and rejected all that was obnoxious or inapplicable. 
It was a particularly fortunate circumstance that they 
could retain so much ; and thus the citizens of the young 
republic were already accustomed to conform to the major- 
ity of their new laws. Had the change in the legislation 
been sudden and radical, it would, perhaps, haye been 
difficult, in the outset, to enforce that unlimited respect 
for the law, without which no liberal government can sub- 
sist, or must soon degenerate into anarchy. 

But it was not so in Ainerica. Most of the statute laws 
of the States were of old standing, and the people willing 
to bow to them as the result of the wisdom of ages. This 
was a great step: towards the consolidation and^p'erma- 
nency of their government. They had, in most cases, 
only to transfer power instead of creating it anew ; and 
the people who were used to its existence were ready to 
lend it obedience. 

The same principle is yet operating in the new settle- 
ments. Without any legislative assembly, or a special 
agreement for that purpose, every n^pw colony in the 
Western States elects its magistrates, em'pannels its juries, 
and establishes its cour^ts of justices as if the settlers 
were the inhabitants of a county in Great Britain ; and 
without a positive code of their own, the English law Is 
in force tiU abrogated by statutes. This establishes or^er 
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and harmony in the beginning, and is the means of great 
safings of time and money. Instead of turning their 
early attention to the establishment of governments, and 
the enacting of suitable laws, the whole energy of the set- 
tlers is employed in improving the country, under the 
highest moral and political standard of legislation, adopt- 
ed by the common consent of all parties. The Ameri- 
cans, by a singular dispensation of Providence, are ena- 
bled to profit hy experience which they themselves have 
not made ; and are enlightened by the wisdom of old 
age, in the vigor and buoyancy of adolescence. 
* But if the Americans have inherited advantages from 
England, they have not been the less anxious to improve 
them. They have not buried their talent, but put it out 
at interest. To the eminent qualities they possessed by 
virtue of their descent, they have added copious new ones ; 
and have been studiously anxious to avoid the errors of 
their ancestors. Their laws and institutions furnish 
ample proofs of this assertion. They have promoted mo- 
rality by the simple force of example ; they have advanc- 
ed the cause of rehgion without making appropriation for 
th^ clergy ; 4hey have facilitated the means of education, 
by estabjishing free schools throughout the country, and 
are entitled to the universal gratitude of mankind, by 
their philanthropic improvements in the discipline of 
prisons. They have gone farther ; they have aided the 
progress of education in foreign countries, by establishing 
seminaries of learning in Greece, and sending missiona- 
ries and instructers to the islands of the Pacific, to spread 
the doctrines of Christianity among the Indians ; and 
have set an example to their own progenitors in their ef- 
forts for the suppression of intemperance. They have 
joined their efforts to those of the most prominent philan- 
thropical societies of Europe, and have softened the lot 
of fugitives from tyranny by the most liberal provisions of 
Congress. The absolute powers of Europe have desig- 
nated America as an etile for political offenders — a con- 
ception which does credit to their ingenuity ; but they 
ought to take heed, lest the banishment should become 
too attractive, and hasten the commission of crimes, for 
the sake of incurring its penalty. 

But the strongest tie, which uiiites the Americans into 
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a powerful nation, is, nevertlielesff, the hope of acquiring 
property and consideration, whioh their institutions hold 
out to all persons, without distinction of birth or parentage. 
The idea maj be prosaic ; but it is, nevertheless, a cor- 
rect one. What unites the citizens of a country more ef* 
fectually than their common stakes of rights and proper* 
ty 1 The more they have to defend, the better will they 
defend it. Must not the stoutest patriotism relax ia^ a 
country, in which a man is born only to be the footstool 
of those above him ; in which the most persevering exer- 
tion can hardly protect him against want, and in which 
he must leave his children without inheritance, to lead 
the same weary life as their father. How must it affect 
his pride and honest ambition, to be marked from his 
birth as an inferior being ; though the faculties of his 
mind ought to make him the peer of the favored ! What 
stimulus to industry is there in the thought that labor is 
incompatible with respectability,, and that the highest 
title to respect is the having inherited a fortune ? 

The Americans alone, of all nations, have completely 
overcome these prejudices. In their country the same 
rights, the same privileges are offered to all ; industry is 
an honor, and idleness a disgrace ; all a man earns is his 
own, or goes unimpaired to his children ; no beginning is 
so humble but what it may lead to honor ; and every 
honest exertion is sure of its adequate reward. As long 
as the institutions of America are productive of such hap- 
py results, it is but natural that the people should cling 
to them as the principal cause of their boundless national 
prosperity. 

Of all the writers on the United States, I remember 
but one,* who has enlarged on the general morality of 
the country, to show the intimate connection which exists 
between it and the stability of republican governments. 
This is a subject of much importance, and admits of a 
variety of detail. 

Morality, I am aware, is philosophically separable from ^ 
religion ; but I am fully convinced, that in practice, es- 
pecially as regards the whole people, the separation is 
absolutely impossible. Neither the mere abstract love of 

* Alexis de Tocqaeville "Dela iMnuHiraUe en Am6rigueJ* 
14 
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Tirtae, nor its perfect harmonj with all other laws of na- 
tore, nor even the happiness which it is calculated event- 
ludlj to produce, have ever been sufficient to restrain 
either the lower or higher classes from the commission of 
crimes against individuals or society in general. Religion, 
in all countries, has been the broadest basis of national 
virtue ; and the same holds of the United States of Amer- 
ica. Although the most perfect tolerance exists with re- 
gard to particular creeds, yet it is absolutely necessary 
that a man should belong to some persuasion or other, lest 
his fellow-citizens should consider him an outcast from 
society. The Jews are tolerated in America with the 
same liberality as any denomination of Christians ; but 
if a person were to call himself a Deist or an Atheist, it 
would excite universal execration. Yet there are reli- 
gious denominations, in the United States, whose creeds 
are very nearly verging on Deism ; but, taking their arr 
guments from the Bible, and calling themselves followers 
of Christ, they and their doctrines are tolerated, together 
with their form of worship. 

The Unitarians, who are forming large congregations 
in the Northern and Eastern States, taking for their mot- 
to the words of St. Paul, '* Prove all things ; hold fast 
that which is good,'^ are, perhaps without knowing it, as 
nearly as possible, on the verge of pure Deism ; but as 
long as they conform to the usual form of prayers, to the 
regular sabbath service and evening lectures, and partake 
of the sacrament, they will be considered as good Christ- 
ians, and enjoy the same consideration as any other sect 
in existence.. But their creed is far from being univer- 
sally popular, especially in the Southern States, where it 
is almost wholly confined to the trading classes, composed 
of emigrants from New England. 

The inhabitants of the South are principally Episco- 
palians, and as much attached to authority in religion as 
they dislike it in politics. They consider fjnitarianism as 
a religious democracy ; because it relies less on the au- 
thority of the Scriptures, than on the manner in which 
the understanding of the clergy expounds thera, and re- 
tains too little mysticism in its form of worship, to strike 
the multitude with awe. I have listened to many excel- 
lent sermons preached by Unitarian clergymen, contain^ 
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ing the most sublime morals which I ever knew to flow 
from the pulpit ; but I hardly ever perceived « close con- 
nection between the text and the sermon ; and whenever 
they entered upon theological doctrines, I have always 
found them at variance with themselves and each other. 
I write this with the fullest conviction that I do not, my- 
self, belong to any orthodox {kf^asion ; but, as far as log- 
ical reasoning and consequence of argument go, I think 
the Unitarians more deficient than any other denomina- 
tion of Christians. I do not see how they can hold the 
ground which they have assumed : thejrmust, in my opin- 
ion, go either further on the road to Deism, or retrace 
their steps, and become once more dogmatical Christians. 
The greatest objection I would make to TJnitarianism is 
the absence of lovt in many of its doctrines ; and the sub-^ 
stitution of ratiocination in most cases, where the heart 
alone would speak louder than all the demands of a se- 
date, reasonable, modest morality. When I hear an ar- 
gumentative sermon, I always remember the words of our 
Savior : 

'* Happy are the poor in spirit ; for theirs is the king- 
dom of heaven." 

And when I hear stoic virtues preached, I remember* 
poor Magdalen, 

^'To whom much was forgiven^; becavse she loved 
much." 

Two reasons there are for the spreading of Unitarian 
doctrines in the United States. First, because its minis- 
ters are amongst the most highly gifted, and the more el- 
oquent as they belong to a sect whieh is yet in the minor- 
ity; and, secondly, because there is a class of people in 
America, who, aware of the nekwal and political necessity 
of religion, in order to restrain the vices of human nature, 
would do all in their power to preserve the text and prac- 
tical applications of Christianity ; while, at the same 
time, they would willingly dispense with certain ceremo- 
nies and popular beliefs, which, in their opinion, are not 
essential to religious wori^ip. They call themselves 
'' Unitarians ; " because they dare not call themselves 
more, or rather less ; and are better known by their op- 
position to orthodoxy, or what they think the extrava- 
gances of the Christian faith, than by iMiy positive tenets 
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of their oyn. Ti^ey agi^ee, as far as I am acquainted^ on 
bat one point, which i« the denial of the Trinity, hy deny- 
ing the divinity of Cl|a;ist ; hat as to the authority for their 
belief, iti^ too nearly related to a certain branch of the 
applied mathematics, to require a particular comment."* 
. Many Unitarian preachers have published excellent 
sermons, which have become popular, even in England ; 
and as long a^ they refrajin from attacking other sects, 
and retain their purity of style, I oan see no reason why 
they should not be re^d by all denominations of Christ- 
ians, as containing a concise, intelligible, and even elo- 
queiHtrxode of nlOrals. 

I ought to observe, moreover, that the Unitarians in 
New England form a highly respectable and intellectual 
class of society, whose private lives and virtues offer but 
little room either for moral or religious criticism. This 
18 probably the reason why Unitariajpism is supposed to 
become popular in the UnJited States ; though it is, by the 
great majority of the people, still looked upon as a doc- 
trine incompatible with pure Christianity. But then we 
ought to distinguish between cause and effect, and not as- 
cribe exclusively to the doctrine, what may perhaps be 
more easily explained by the peculiar position of its fol- 
lowers. 

The U^iitarians in <|he United States are not numerous : 
they are, for the most part, in tolerable circumstances ; 
and at the head of their persuasipn.is the oldest and best 
university of the cpuntry.t No other religious denomi- 
nation in America enjoys the same advantages; and we 
might, therefore, naturally expect some moral distinction 
in favor of its adherents. But if Unitarianism should 
ever become the creed of ;tlie great mass of the people, 
it is more than probable those advantages would cease, 
or, at least, be confined to a small number. 

Religion gains i^oore from the heart than from the jab- 
stract understanding ; and is more jaccessible through the 

* I have heard the doctrine of the Trinity diluted on the groiind 
that three diXQ not one; bs if any denomination of Christians considered 
the trinity of God as more or less than three different vumifestations of 
thA iojtM 'principle. I thought these objections sufficiently combated in 
Swift's sermon " On the Trinity." 

' t Harvard College— the mqi^teiaxy institution in the United States, 
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medium of the feelings, than through the most logical 
course of demonstrative reasoning. Man is naturally a 
sophist, and ever ready to adapt his creed to his actions, 
or at least to allow his conscience a certain latitude, in- 
compatible with moral and religious justice. 

The Christian religion addresses itself particularly to 
the hearty and is, on that account, accessible to all capaci- 
ties, and adapted to every condition of life. Love and 
charity are its basis ; and Christ himself has set the di- 
vine example in dying for the sins of this world. To strip 
religion of its awful mysteries, to explain the creation 
and redemption of man like a phenomenon in natural 
philosophy, and to make human intellect the ultimate 
judge of its truth and applications, — is to deprive it of its 
sanctity, and thereby of its influence on th^ majoritjf of 
mankind. 

I do not believe that th« spreading of Unitarianism will 
serve to increase the respect for the Christian religion, 
or that its moral consequences will benefit society in gen- 
eral. Neither do I think it capable of becoming the uni- 
versal religion of the people, whose affections and hopes 
require a stronger prop than the cold dictates of human 
morality. 

Venture then to hope ; and fondly dream: 
Yonder world shall ev'ry pledge redeem, 
Of your true and faithful sentiment* 

Thus far, it does not appear that Unitarianism has 
made very rapid progress in the United States. The num- 
ber of its congregations is still small when compared to 
those of other denominations of Christians, and,. as far as 
t am acquainted, is not on the increase. This, howeveri 
is not owing to the want of zeal in their clergymen, bat 
principally to the doctrine itself; which does not seem to 
captivate the feelings and sympathies of the great mass 
of ^Americans, however it majr please and accord with 
the argumentative disposition of its followers. 

* Wage du zu hoffen und zu traumeh ; 
Wort gehalten. wird in jenen Raumen, 
Jedem schonen glaubigen Geftihl. 

ScHmLER's J^kla eine GeiskrsHmme, 

14* 
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The most numerous religious sects in %tie United States 
^xe the Methodists, the Presbjteriansy and (the Baptists^ 

The following table will exhibit a general summary of 
the different religious denominations ia the U. States : — 



DenominatioMk 


MiDwten. 


CfaurdNpOT 
GoDgregatioDB 


Communfcajits. 


ConffregatJionalistB * - - 
Presbyterians {Geo.. Assembly) 


975 


1,071 


129,756 


1,914 


2,648 


247,964 


Reformed Dutch Church - 


167 


197 


22,515 


Associate Presbyterian Church - 


70 


169 


12,886 


Associate Reformed Church - 


43 


100 


10,000 


Cumberland Presbyterian* 
German Reformied Church 


400 


• • • 


60,000 


186 


600 


30,000 


Baptists Calvinistic - - - 


3,110 


5,888 


384,859 


Free-will Baptists - - 


342 


546 


25,276 


Seventh day Baptists 


32 


32 


4,358 


Sue principle Baptists 
Chnstian Baptists - - - 


12 
300 


23 
1,000 


2,137 
30/)00 


Mennonite Baptists - - - 


200 


• « • 


30,000 


Tun ker Baptists - - - 
Methodist h^iscopal Church - 


40 


40 


3,000 


2,458 


• • « 


638,784 


Methodist Protestants 


70 


• • • 


30,000 


Protestant Episcopal Church - 
Roman Catholic Church - 


701 


800 


• 
• •• 


340 


383 


• • • 


Evangelical Lutheran Church 


191 


627 


59,787 


United Brethren or Moravians 


33 


24 


2,000 


Unitarians (Congregationalists) 


165 


187 


1 

• • • 


New Jerusalem Church - 


33 


27 


» • • 


Universalists - - - - 


300 


600 


• • • 


Friends or Gtuakers . . 




500 


• ■ • 


Shakers or Millennial Church - 


45 


15 


... 



This table, which, it will be perceived, is incomplete, 
furnishes, nevertheless, twelve thousand one hundred and 
twenty-seven ministers, fifteen thousand four hundred and 
seventy-seven churches, and one million seven hundred 
and twenty-three thousand two hundred and twenty-two 
communicants. The Presbyterians enumerated in the 
above table belong, moreover, all to New England ; and 
there are yet a considerable number in the other states. 
The number of Jews is computed at about fifteen thou- 
sand. It appears, then^ that out of the whole population, 
including slaves and children, there are five communicants 
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to every thirty-nioe persons, one minister to every eleven 
huAdred, and a church to every, eight hundred and forty, 
nearly. 

When we reflect that no tax is imposed for the support 
of ministers, or the building of churches^ and that, con- 
sequently, all those establishments are the result of volun- 
tary contributions of the people, the conviction will cer- 
tainly be forced on our minds that the Americans are 
deeply impressed with the importance of religious instruc- 
tion, and that, together with their freedom, they prize noth- 
ing so high as the sacred truths of Christianity. No 
more satisfactory evidence is required on this subject, 
than the fact that they are willing to pay for it ; which is 
certainly a singular coincidence when contrasted with the 
political position of other countries. If there were an 
established religion of state, I doubt whether half the 
money could be raised for its support which is now cheer- 
fully expended for the maintenance of twenty-five differ- 
ent doctrines. 

The American ministers are continually striving to 
make proselytes, and, being usually paid in proportion to 
the number of communicants, anxious to increase the 
number of their respective congregations. I do not mean 
to say that this is the only motive of their religious ardor; 
but merely speak of the advantages of the system over all 
others, independent of the intrinsic merits of the minis- 
ters. The principle of paying most <' where most work 
is done," or where it is done best, which is daily produc- 
ing miracles in the United States, is even applicable to 
the clergy, and is productive of more good to mankind 
than could be produced with twice the funds in any coun- 
try in Europe. Not only have the Americans a greater 
number of clergymen than, in proportion to the popula- 
tion, can be found either on the Continent or in England ; 
but they have not one idler amongst them, all x>f them be- 
ing obliged to exert themselves for the spiritual welfare of 
their respective congregations. The Americans, there- 
fore, enjoy a threefold advantage : they have more preaph- 
ers ; they have more active preachers, and they have 
cheaper preachers than can be found in any part of Eit- 
rope. 

The religious habits of the Americans form not only 
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the basis of their private and public morals, but have be- 
come so thoroughly interwoven with their whole course 
of legislation, that it would be impossible to change them, 
without affecting the very essence of their government. 
Not only are the manners and habits of a people, at all 
times, stronger than the positive law, but the latter itself 
a never readily obeyed without becoming reduced to a 
custom. It is to the manners and habits of a nation We 
must look for the continuance of their government. In 
France, where the people have for ages been accustomed 
to an absolute and despotic government, where every his- 
torical monument, every palace, every work of art, nay, 
the very furniture of their rooms, speak monarchy, we 
perceive constant anomalies in society, from the legisla- 
tive halls down to the meanest public resort ; simply be- 
cause the people are accustomed to feel one way, and 
constrained to reason and act in another. They possess 
yet the forms of religion, which have ceased to convey to 
them a meaning ; they have yet the splendor of a throne, 
without any of the feelings of loyalty ; they have all the 
titles and pretensions of their ancient nobles, with the 
most unbounded love of equality. Yet, with all their po- 
litical excitability, and their theoretical attachment to re- 
publicanism, they are constantly lulled asleep by monar- 
chical principles, without offering any other resistance 
than ihe sensation which the fact itself produces, when 
set off by the pen of an editor. An Englishman or an 
American would feel the encroachment on his liberty ; 
because it would oblige him to change his habits, which 
he. is less prepared to do, than to surrender a positive 
right. American liberty is further advanced in the minds 
of the people than even in the laws themselves. It has 
become an active principle which lives with, and animates 
the nation, and of which their political constitution is but 
a fac'simile. 

Whatever contributes to confirm a people fn the habit- 
ual exercise of freedom, is an additional guarantee of its 
continuance ; and whatever has been instrumental in pro- 
caring that freedom, or is associated with it in their minds, 
inust be preserved with religious care, lest liberty itself 
should suffer in their estimation. This is the case with 
the doctrines of Christianity in the United States. Reli- 
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gion has been the basis of the most important American 
settlements ; religion kept their little community togeth- 
er — religion assisted them in their revolutionary struggle ; 
it was religion to which they appealed in defending their 
rights, and it was religion, in fine, which taught them to 
prize their liberties. It is with the solemnities of religion 
that the declaration of independence is yet annually read 
to the people from the pulpit, or that Americans celebrate 
the anniversaries of the most important events in their 
history. It is to religion they have recourse whenever 
they wish to impress the popular feeling with anything 
relative to their country ; and it is religion which assists 
them in all their national undertakings. The Americans 
look upon religion as a promoter of civil and political 
liberty ; and have, therefore, transferred to it a large por- 
tion of the affection which they cherish for the institu- 
tions of their country. In other countries, where religion 
has become the instrument of oppression, it has been the 
policy of the liberal party to diminish its influence ; but 
in America its promotion is essential to the constitution. 

Religion presides over their councils, aids in the exe- 
cution of the laws, and adds to the dignity of the judges* 
Whatever is calculated to diminish its influence and prac- 
tice, has a tendency to weaken the government, and is, 
consequently, opposed to the peace and welfare of the 
United Spates. It would have a direct tendency to lessen 
the r espect forthelyn^ , to bring disorder into their public 
deliberations, and to retard the administration of justice. 

The deference whi ch the Americans pay to morality is 
scarcely Inferior to "tSeir regard for ^elTgion,'^ and is, in 
part, based upon the latter. The least solecism in the 
moral conduct of a man is attributed to his want of relig- 
ion, and is visited upon him as such. It is not the offence 
itself, but the outrage on society, which is punished. They 
see in a breach of morals a direct violation of religion ; 
and in this, an attempt to subvert the political institutions 
of the country. These sentiments are all-powerful in 
checking the appearance of vice, even if they are not al- 
ways sufficient to preclude its existence. 

With Argus-eyes does public opinion watch over the 
words and actions of individuals, and, whatever may be 
their private sins, enforces at least a tribute to morality in. 
public. 
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- Mj meaning cannot be misunderstood. — It is but the 
open violation of the law, which comes before the forum 

MSJI^»»^^aM»_j«-«»»^'"' ■ ii«-»»-.« Jin i< III, Ilia, # ^ 

of the judge ; for our secret transgressions ,we shall have 
to account with our Grod. Public virtue must be guarded 
against the pernicious influence of example ; vice must 
be obliged to conceal itself, in order not to tincture soci- 
ety in general. In this consists the true force and whole- 
some influence of publip opi nioji. It becomes a mighty 
police-agent of morality and religion, which not only dis- 
covers crimes, but partly prevents their commission. The 
whole people of the United States are empannelled as a 
permanent jury to pronounce their verdict of " guilty " 
or " not guilty " on the conduct and actions of men, from 
the President down to the laborer ; and there is no ap- 
peal from their decision. Public opinion may sometimes 
be unjust for a long time, especially in reference to poli- 
ticians ; but it hardly ever remains so, and there is no in- 
jury which it inflicts, which it is not in its power to rem- 
edy. 

Another proof of the high premium at which morality 
is held in the United States, consists in its influence on 
the elections of officers. In Europe, a man of genius is 
almost privileged. If he be a poet or an artist, allowanc- 
es are made for the extravagance of his fancy, or the pe-' 
culiarity of his appetites. If he be a statesman, his in- 
dividual wanderings are forgotten about the general good 
he bestows on the nation ; if he be a soldier, the wounds 
he may inflict upon virtue and unguarded innocence, are 
pardoned for the sake of those he may have received in 
defending his country ; and even the clergy have their 
offences excused, in consideration of the morals which 
they promote by their spiritual functions. No such com- 
pensation takes place in the United States. Private virtue 
overtops the highest qualifications of the mind, and is in- 
dispensable to the progress even of the most acknowl- 
edged talents. This, in many instances, clips the wings 
of genius, by substituting a decent mediocrity in the place 
of brilliant but vicious talents ; but the nation at large is 
nevertheless a gainer in the practice. 

It must be remembered that the Americans are already 
in possession of most political advantages other nations 
are striving to obtain ; and that their principal care, there* 
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fore, is rather to preserve what they have acquired, than 
to enlarge their possessions ; and for this purpose virtue 
and honest simplicity are infinitely preferable to the am- 
l)itious designs of towering talents. If morality, which 
C is now the common law of the country, were once to be 
dispensed with in favor of certain individuals — if the ex- 
actions which are now made of every member of the com- 
munity were to relax with regard to the peculiarly gifted, 
then the worst and most dangerous aristocracy would be 
introduced, which would not only shake the foundation 
of society, but eventually subvert the government. Tal- 
ent, in a republic, must be valued principally in propor- 
tion as it is calculated to promote public good : every ad- 
ditional regard for it enriches only the possessor ; and 
the Americans are too prudent a people, to enrich and 
elevate individual, with the property and wealth of the 
nation. 

The moment a candidate is presented for office, not 
only his mental qualifications for the functions he is about 
to assume, but also his private character are made the 
subject of criticism. Whatever he may have done, said, 
or listened to, from the time he led school to the present 
moment, is sure to be brought before the public. The 
most trifling incidents which are calculated to shed a light 
on his motives or habits of thinking, are made the subr 
ject of the most uncompromising scrutiny; and facts and 
circumstances, already buried in oblivion, are once more 
brought before the judging eye of the people. This, un- 
doubtedly, gives rise to a vast deal of personal abuse and 
scurrility, and may even disturb the domestic peace of 
families; but then the candidates for office are compara- 
tively few, while the people, who are to be benefited of 
injured by their election, are many ; they are all presenting 
themselves of their own accord, and the people compel- 
led to be their judges ; they have friends to defend and 
extol their virtues, and they must therefore expect to have 
enemies, who will endeavor to tarnish their fair reputa- 
tion. We may have pity on a repentant culprit — we may 
be roused to indignation by the condemnation of an in- 
nocent person ; but we would not, on that account, abol* 
ish the trial by jury, or shut our courts of justice, which 
are instituted not only for the punishment but also for the 
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prevention of crime. The process of an American elec- 
tion resembles that of a Roman canonization : the candi- 
date must be fairlj snatched from the clutches of the 
devil's advocate, before he can be admitted to the unre- 
strained enjoyment of paradise. If, in this manner, some 
are prevented from becoming saints, who have a just title 
to that dignity, — it may also serve to prevent a heathen 
worship of idols, which would divert the people from the 
true faith. 

It is an erroneous maxim, to consider American insti- 
tutions as they are calculated to affect individuals : they 
are made for the people, and intended to benefit the 
majority. The consideration of quality must necessarily, 
in many instances, yield to the reflection on quantity ; 
and a small benefit extended to large numbers, be pre- 
ferred to a signal advantage conferred on a favored few. 
The American government possessing little cpercive 
power, cannot introduce sudden changes either for the 
better or worse, and is, therefore, less able to correct an 
abuse if it is once introduced and sanctioned by the 
majority, than any other government in the world.* It is 
consequently of the greatest importance that public mo- 
fality should be preserved at any price, and that the 
people themselves should compose the tribunal before 
which the offenders are to be tried. It is their noblest 
JpiTilege to be themselves the guardians of their moral 
ijBd religious rights, without which their political immu- 
nities would soon become crippled and destroyed. In 
this manner they will not always secure the greatest 
talents, but generally the moral integrity of their leaders ; 
they will not easily sacrifice peace to national glory, but 
promote the tranquil happiness of millions ; their career 
will not be one of brilliant triumph, but it will be less 
sullied with political crimes ; they will not give birth to a 
CsBsar or an Augustus, but be spared the mourning for 
Brutus. 

Morality, in America, is not only required of a states- 

* De Tocqueville entertains directly the opposite opinionr— but seems 
to have considered this matter rather in a legal than an historical point 
of view. The laws may easily change— but not the habits of the people^ 
alter they have cmce been generally adopted. 
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man, but is equally necessary in every occupation of life. 
The merchant who employs a clerk, the master-workman 
who employs a journeyman, the gentleman who hires a 
servant, will all make morality an indispensable condition ^ 
of contract. In this they are as much guided by their 
own choice, as by the opinions of their neighbors and the 
community in general. An inferior workman of <' steady 
habits " is almost always preferred to one possessed of 
the highest business qualifications, but with a doubtful 
moral character. Thus, a married man will be sooner 
trusted than one who is single ; because '* he has given 
hostage to fortune," and possesses what Bacon calls '* an 
impediment to mischief." A man of sober habits will be 
sooner employed than one addicted to intemperance ; and 
a clumsy, but moral, servant will more readily obtain a 
situation, than one who is expert and Vicious. Religion •> 
will, in all, be considered as a pledge of morality ; and a 
lax observance of religious duties, as a bad index to their 
private virtues. In short, morality and religion are as 
indispensable to the laboring classes in the United States, 
as powerful and well-formed limbs, and a correct use of 
the understanding. They will often atone for a variety 
of other imperfections ; but without them every other 
qualification becomes useless, and only serves to aggra- 
vate the despair of success. 

There is one particular sentiment pervading all claMi 
of Americans, which, though something similar existdB 
England, is in no other country carried to the same^l- 
tent, or productive of the same consequences. I mean 
the universal respect for women, and the protection 
offered them, tow'?!a!6ver "orSer^f society they may be- 
long. Ladies are respected, or rather command respect, 
every where, especially in England ; but in no country 
are the penalties fixed by the law, or the received custems 
of society, on a. breach of decorum, so severe as in the 
United States. The commission of such an offence not 
only excludes a man from society, but influences bis 
business, his character, his reputation, his prospects in 
life, and every reasonable chance of success. No rank 
or standing proves sufficient to protect him against the 
denunciations of the public; i^|||pentance can atone for 
an offence once known to th^^Id. Of all the-crimes 
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agaipst society^ the Americans seem to be bent upoa 
Tasking this with the most unrelenting severitj ; of all that 
(4>taLn forgiveness, this alone seems to form an exception. 
"Neither is this protection, as I have said before, only 
o$9red to ladies, or to those whose education and family 
entitle them to particular consideration » as is the case in 
Europe ; it extends to all classes without distinction, and 
ifl even more favorable to the lower orders, than to those 
lyho are supposed to be above ihem. 

If a man of fortune and reputation were to ruin an 
innocent girl, or be guilty of a breach of promise, were it 
but to a waiting-woman, it would no less affect his stand- 
ioig in society, and expose him to the revenge of the 
public^ Neither ladies nor gentlemen would plead his 
cause ; and his only chance of escape from punishment, 
, would be to satisf/ the injured party. 

Where a feeling of this kind is so general, and acts 
alike on every member of society, it cannot be the result 
of a mere polite etiquette, but must be based on aprinci' 
pfe which is deeply rooted in the mind, and forms part of 
the national code of morals. Its advantages in promoting 
early marriages, and -preserving the sanctity of the mar- 
riage row, are incalculable, and are the best comment on 
the rapid increase of population and the domestic happi- 
ness, which is enjoyed throughout the United States. 

us compare this to the state of public morals in 
A gentleman being guilty of a breach of promise, 
.trffence still more heinous, with regard to a ladt/, 
hq called to an account by her relations or friends ; 
he will have to settle the matter **a8 a man of honor;" 
and if he be so lucky as to escape uninjured, the affair is 
brought to an end. At the next drawing-room he will 
appear with additional eclat; there will be something 
distijigue in his whole carriage and manners ; while the 
most kind-hearted of the ladies will consider him a gen- 
tleman of** high spirit," and rather the more interesting, 
''as he has got himself into difficulty." He will, for a 
tim^t become the hero of society ; where his first success 
will only facilitate the road to his next conquest. 

Jf a young man of rank and expectations should hap* 
pen to injure a woman in an inferior rank of life, the 
matter .will be only considered as something a young 
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gentleman is hardly able to aTbid; or he will be pitied 
for his want of refinement in not tnbking a better selei6- 
tion. And the woman t *'Why! she^ must have been, a 
fool to believe him. Why did she raise her expectationg 
so high ? She could not, in her senses, believe he woaM 
marry her." In short, the case is dismissed, as being too 
uninteresting to deserve a moment's attention. 

An injured gentleman fares hardly better. He becomctt 
the object of ridicule — while his rival moves on in Ihs 
career, and has scarcely another consolation left, than 
that which belongs to dli misery-— of suffering in common 
with others. The Code Napoleon^ and subsequently the 
Code Frangaisy have very wisely abandoned this matter 
^'to the censure of public opinion." There is a ease in 
which the best law becomes useless ; and this is when it 
is impossible to obtain justice yrom want of an impartial 
jury. 

I consider the domestic virtue of the Americans as the 
principal source of all their other qualities. It acts as a 
promoter of industry, as a stimulus to enterprise, and as 
the most powerful restrainer of public vice. It reduces 
life to its simplest elements, and makes happiness less 
dependent on precarious circumstances; it ensues th^ 
proper education of children, and acts, by the force of 
example, on the morals of the rising generation : in 
short, it does more for the preservation of peace 
good order, than all the laws enacted for that 
and is a better guarantee for the permanency '< 
American government, than any written instrument, the 
constitution itself not excepted. 

No government could be established on the same prin- 
ciple as that of the United States, with a different code 
of morals. The American Constitution is remariiaMe 
for its simplicity; but it can only suffice ^people tebit- 
ually correct in their actions, and would Tfe~uuerfMB- 
audllfiatg To the wants of a different nation. .Change tlie 
domestic habits of the Americans, their religious devo- 
tion, and their high respect for morality ^ and it wifl.Mt 
be necessary to change a single letter of the OonetitntiM 
in order to vary the whole form of their govceitimdiit* 
The circumstances being altered, the same caiisea would 
no loDfer produce the «aiiie effeets ; and it is more than 
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INBoiMible, that the dispisiritj which would then exist be- 
;tlQ&en the laws and th«. habits of those whom they are 
4p6tined to govern, would not oulj make a different 
f OFemment desirable, but absolutely necessary, to pre- 
gerve the nation from ruin. 

The moral and domestic habits of the Americans must 
niBcessarily exercise an important influence on the acqui- 
sition and accumulation of property. A single man 
encounters often more difficxilties in making his way 
through the world, than one whose early marriage has 
increased his stimulus to exertion. The man who has a 
family is doubly pledged to virtue, and has, in every 
additional member, a monitor to industry and frugality. 
In a country like America, where so much depends on 
individual enterprise, the effect of it, when anyways ably 
directed, can never long remain doubtful ; especially when 
it is seconded and approved of by the community in 
general. Accordingly, there are but few single men 
largely engaged in commerce, or any other kind of enter- 
prise, and less who, in that state, are capable of accumu- 
lating fortunes. The most enterprising merchants and 
ship-owners, the first manufacturers, and the proprietors 
. of the largest estates in the country, are married men ; 
and what is still more remarkable, have acquired their 
property, not before, but after, their marriage. 

This example of prosperity in the marriage-state, and 

*onsequently greater facilities of credit of married 
^act as a premium on matrimony ; and enable men 
to provide for their wives and children, who, without 
them, might have been unable to provide for themselves. 
But when the foundation of a fortune is once laid, its 
increase and accumulation follow as a matter of course, 
unless some unexpected calamity should blast the hope 
of success. The moment a man is known to have ac- 
quired a little property by his own industry, he receives 
credit for ingenuity and perseverance, and is trusted on 
account of these virtues. His means becomci in this 
manner, much more enlarged than his estate ; and it 
depends chiefly on the resources of his own mind, what 
advantages he will draw from his position. 

But if the acquisition and accumulation of prepertj in 
the Unitsd States is made comparatively easy, and onidit 
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giYen to those who succeed in it, a proportionally larger 
discredit must attach itself to those who are unfortuirate 
and poor; and this is really carried to a melancholy ex- 
tent, although, from the unexampled prosperity of the 
country, there are few to whom it will apply. A man, ih 
America, is not despised for hein^ poor in the outset — - 
three-fourths of sdl that are rich havQ hegun in the same 
way ; — but every year which passes, without adding to 
his prosperity, is a reproach to his understanding or 
industry ; and if he should become old without having 
acquired some property, or showing reasons which pre- 
vented his success, — if he should not enjoy a reputation 
as a scholar or a professional man, — then I am afraid he 
will be doubly punished ; — by his own helpless situation, 
and the want of sympathy in others. But in this case, it 
is not the want of property, which deprives him of the 
consideration of his fellow-beings: it is the want of talent, 
ingenuity, perseverance, or enterprise, which might have 
insured his success. Hence an American will seldom 
complain of losses, want of business, or prosperity in 
general. The sympathy, he might create in his friends 
would rather injure than benefit him ; and would, at 
best, but destroy his credit with the rest. In the United 
States, if a man has made a bad bargain, he is sure tO 
keep the secret to himself, lest his business talent should 
be doubted; if he has been unfortunate in a specula, 
he will find a remedy in another, without lamentiiijj| % 
loss; and should he even be ruined, he will put on a gW 
face, arrange himself with his creditors, and start anew, 
cautioned by his former experience. 

This habit, of depending chiefly on themselves, pro- 
duces in the Americans a spirit of independence, scarce-' 
ly to be found in any other nation. It stifles complaints 
of all sorts ; makes them support heavy times and calami- 
ties with patience ; and inspires them with hope and 
energy when oppressed with loss and misfortunes. Dur- 
ing a residence of many years in the United States, I 
have had frequent intercourse with all classes of society, 
but do not remember having heard a single individual 
complain of misfortunes; and I have never known a\ 
native American to ask for charity. No country in the J 
world has such a small number of persons supported at 

16* 



ir 



174 RBSPSCT FOR THE LAW. 

/ the public expense ; and of that small number one half 

( UM foreign paupers. An American, embarrassed in his 
ptcuniary circumstances, can hardly be prevailed upon to 
aflk or accept the assistance of his own relations ; and 
will, in many instances, scorn to have recourse to his 
own parents. Even an^ ihiSuccessful politician will leave 
tiftfi field without a groAh, not to appear overcome by his 
antagonist ; and, whatever be his secret anguish, show a 
bright countenance ; to the public. Happiness and pros- 
perity are so popuUtt in the United States, that no one 
^aces to show himself an exception to the rule ; and 
avoiding carefully the; semblance of misfortune, they 
generally succeed in reality, and become that which they 
hjBLve always been striving to appear. 

Another feature of the American character, which is 
evidently entailed upon them from the English, is their 
unfunded respect for the Jaw. Notwithstanding the 

> |?8^juent' accou nts of 3isfurbances, (which for the most 
part are so exaggerated as scarcely to bear a semblance 
to truth,) there exists in the United States an univers al 
nibmission to the law, and a prompt obedi ence to th e 
jpj ffyfajEjja, wliich, with the exception of Great Britain, 
( 18 not to be found in any other country. If there be but 
« small force required in England to put down the popu- 
lar fury, nothing of the kind exists at all in America ; 
and we ought, therefore, not to wonder if, with the more 
frequent causes of popular excitement, and the total 
absence of any armed power to restrain it, there some- 

1^ times occur excesses, which disturb the public peace. 

The lower classes in England are never called upon 
for an expression of their political sentiments, while in 
most of the states of the American Union, every man is 
entitled to vote, and becomes, by the constitution of his 
country, a judge of the actions of his rulers. His feel- 
ings, and his worst passions are constantly appealed to 
by political leaders and the press, and it requires a for- 
bearance, which the operative classes in Europe can 
Hardly be supposed to possess, in order, on trying occa^ 
sions, to abstain from abusing these privileges. The 
American riots, moreover, which are so much the subject 
of conversation in England, hardly ever originate with the 
lower classes themselves ,* but are instigated by political 
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partisans to forward their individual designs. Thej 
operate for this purpose on foreignerfl^ who are too shbrt 
a time in the United States to have made themselves 
acquainted with the law, and whose strange credulitj is 
easily excited into abusive conduct. 

But what are these riots, after all, but infringements on 
the police regulations of the oittes=— an improper expres- 
sion of popular feelings on some vexatious occasion, lot^ 
out the least attempt to effect a change in the law. Com- 
pare to this the horrible scenes of the Manchester and 
Bristol riots in England ! When has it been known that 
the lower classes in America disturbed the legislative 
assemblies, encroached on the dignity of the judges, re- 
fused to pay the taxes assessed by their representatives, J 
or offered a permanent resistance to the law ? The dis- 
orderly conduct above alluded to, is produced without 
premeditation, on the spur of the moment, and passes, 
like an April shower, without leaving a vestige of its 
occurrence. The damages, on such occasions, consist 
in one or two broken heads, and some black eyes, for 
which a proper fine is exacted ; and the matter is dis- 
missed from the court, as it is from the mind of the pub- 
lic, to engross the speculations of Europeans, who may 
feel concerned for the safety of America. 

If instead of reading the exaggerated accounts of these 
riots in the American papers, (which are generally colored 
for a party purpose,) one will only pay attention' to fuels, 
and consider the small number of persons which, on sach 
occasions, are arraigned and fpuiid guilty of wilfully 
disturbing the peace, he will soonle convinced that *'the 
awfiil outrage on public decency " was committed by half 
a dozen intoxicated laborers, such as are nightly taken 
up in the streets of London, and dismissed, the next day, 
on paying the drunkard's penalty of " five shillings to the 
King.*' I have no hesitation to advance the opinion that 
all the magistrates of the city of New York are not, in 
this respect, as much occupied in a year, as some of the 
London magistrates in six months ; and yet I would con- 
sider my person and property as much protected in Loh- 
don, as in any other city on the globe. 

Another argument in favor of the peace-loving spirit 
of the Americans, consists in the fact of their preserving 
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r"| )nbUc order , notwitb«taDding the attempts to infringe 

I upbn itijby a few unrulj persons, with no other means at 

i their command, than their own good intentions, and the 

Vjrftlingness of all classes, to assist the officers of justice. 

No military force is employed for this purpose. The 

riots are quelled by the civil magistrates, assisted by thd 

people, without the aid of an armed ^police. It is always 

Cthe people the rfiselv'isi^, tvho prolect'^fhe peace and watch 
over the execution of the law ; and as long as the public 
mind remains uncontaminated with the spirit of disorder, 
Qo fears need be entertained of any serious disturbances. 
To one rioter there are a thousand admirers of order, 
anHli thousand more ready to preserve it with all the 
power in their hands. It remains yet to be observed, 
that in none of the riots which have, taken place in the 
United States, the people manifested the least disposition 
ft)r plunder. They have sometimes destroyed the private 
property of individuals, but in no instance shown the 
XT- least design to enrich themselves by it ; and there is, 
consequently, not a shadow of truth in the assertion, that 
there is " a war between the poor and the rich," origi- 
nating in the hatred and envy of the former, of the 
superior advantages of the latter. 

A favorite habit of many American editors is to charge 
/ all manner of riots to the turbulent spirit of the Irish. 
This is at once getting rid of the question, by transferring 
the guilt to the "foreign paupers;" and is at least, 
proving the fact, that if the poor are not always guilty of 
crimes, they may at least with impunity be suspected. 
If it be true that public peace is disturbed only by persons 
of the lowest occupation in life, and that the Irish, from 
their poverty, are often obliged to resort to the most 
menial labor in order to procure a living, it will readily 
be conceived that, on all such occasions, they are likely 
to be amongst the number of the guilty, without being them- 
selves either the instigators or the principal actors in the 
riot. But it is also a well-known fact, that many of the 
constables, in all the large cities, on the Atlantic, are 
Irish, or of Irish extraction ; and it is equally true, that 
whenever the peace of those cities is disturbed, these 
Irish officers are amongst the most active in endeavoring 
to re-establish it. If the Irish are charged with the com- 
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fore, is rather to preserve what they have acquired, than 
to enlarge their possessions ; and for this purpose virtue 
and honest simplicity are infinitely preferable to the am- 
Kitious designs of towering talents. If morality, which 
C is now the common law of the country, were once to be 
dispensed with in favor of certain individuals — ^if the ex- 
actions which are now made of every member of the com- 
mqnity were to relax with regard to the peculiarly gifted, 
then the worst and most dangerous aristocracy would be 
introduced, which would not only shake the foundation 
of society, but eventually subvert the government. Tal-* 
ent, in a republic, must be valued principally in propor- 
tion as it is calculated to promote public good : every ad- 
ditional regard for it enriches only the possessor ; and 
the Americans are too prudent a people, to enrich and 
elevate individual, with the property and wealth of the 
nation. 

The moment a candidate is presented for office, not 
only his mental qualifications for the functions he is about 
to assume, but also his private character are made the 
subject of criticism. Whatever he may have done, said^ 
or listened to, from the time he left school to the present 
moment, is sure to be brought before the public. The 
most trifling incidents which are calculated to shed a light 
on his motives or habits of thinking, are made the sub- 
ject of the most uncompromising scrutiny; and facts and 
circumstances, already buried in oblivion, are once more 
brought before the judging eye of the people. This, un- 
doubtedly, gives rise to a vast deal of personal abuse and 
scurrility, and may even disturb the domestic peace of 
families ; but then the candidates for office are compara- 
tively few, while the people, who are to be benefited of 
injured by their election, are many ; they are all presenting 
themselves of their own accord, and the people compel- 
led to be their judges ; they have friends to defend and 
extol their virtues, and they must therefore expect to have 
enemies, who will endeavor to tarnish their fair reputa- 
tion. We may have pity on a repentant culprit — we may 
be roused to indignation by the condemnation of an in- 
nocent person ; but we would not, on that account, abol- 
ish the trial by jury, or shut our courts of justice, which 
are instituted not only for the punishment but also for the 
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prevention of crime. The process of an American elec- 
tion resembles that of a Roman canonization : the candi- 
date must be fairly snatched from the clutches of the 
devil^s advocate, before he can be admitted to the unre- 
strained enjoyment of paradise. If, in this manner, some 
are prevented from becoming saints, who have a just title 
to that dignity, — it may also serve to prevent a heathen 
worship of idols, which would divert the people from the 
true faith. 

It is an erroneous maxim, to consider American insti- 
tutions as they are calculated to affect individuals : they 
are made for the people, and intended to benefit the 
majority. The consideration of quality must necessarily, 
in many instances, yield to the reflection on quantity ; 
and a small benefit extended to large numbers, be pre- 
ferred to a signal advantage conferred on a favored few. 
The American government possessing little coercive 
power, cannot introduce sudden changes either for the 
better or worse, and is, therefore, less able to correct an 
abuse if it is once introduced and sanctioned by the 
majority, than any other government in the world.* It is 
consequently of the greatest importance that public mo- 
rality should be preserved at any price, and that the 
people themselves should compose the tribunal before 
which the offenders are to be tried. It is their noblest 
Iprivilege to be themselves the guardians of their moral 
lUid religious rights, without which their political immu- 
nities would soon become crippled and destroyed. In 
this manner they will not always secure the greatest 
talents, but generally the moral integrity of their leaders ; 
they will not easily sacrifice peace to national glory, but 
promote :the tranquil happiness of millions ; their career 
will not be one of brilliant triumph, but it will be less 
sullied with political crimes ; they will not give birth to a 
CflBsar or an Augustus, but be spared the mourning for 
Brutus. 

Morality, in America, is not only required of a states- 

* De Tocqueville entertains directly the opposite opinionr— but seems 
to have considered this matter rather in a legal than an historical point 
of view. The laws may easily change— but not the habits of the people^ 
after they have once been generally adopted. 
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man, but is equally necessary in every occupation of liftu 
The merchant who employs a clerk, the master-workman 
who employs a journeyman, the gentleman who hires a 
servant, will all make morality an indispensable conditioii^ 
of contract. In this they are as much guided by their 
own choice, as by the opinions of their neighbors and the 
community in general. An inferior workman of *' steady 
habits " is almost always preferred to one possessed of 
the highest business qualifications, but with a doubtful 
moral character. Thus, a married man will be sooner 
trusted than one who is single ; because *' he has given 
hostage to fortune," and possesses what Bacon calls '* an 
impediment to mischief." A man of sober habits will be 
sooner employed than one addicted to intemperance ; and 
a clumsy, but moral, servant will more readily obtain a 
situation, than one who is expert and Vicious. Religion » 
will, in all, be considered as a pledge of morality ; and a 
lax observance of religious duties, as a bad index to their 
private virtues. In short, morality and religion are af 
indispensable to the laboring classes in the United States, 
as powerful and well-formed limbs, and a correct use of 
the understanding. They will often atone for a variety 
of other imperfections; but without them every other 
qualification becomes useless, and only serves to aggra- 
vate the despair of success. 

There is one particular sentiment pervading all claMi 
of Americans, which, though something similar cxis^flp 
England, is in no other country carried to the same eS* 
tent, or productive of the same consequences. I rafean 
the universal r espe ct fo r wom en, and the protection 
offered them, tow fnSTft ve r^or3eF*of society they may be- 
long. Ladies are respected, or rather command respect, 
every where, especially in England ; but in no country 
are the penalties fixed by the law, or the received custimif 
of society, on a. breach of decorum, so severe as in the 
United States. The commission of such an offence not 
only excludes a man from society, but influences his 
business, his character, his reputation, his prospects in 
life, and every reasonable chance of success. No rank 
or standing proves sufficient to protect him against the 
denunciations of the public; no repentance can atone fbr 
an offence once known to the world. Of all thecrimes 
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agaipst society^ the Americans seem to be bent upoa 
yisking this with the most unrelenting severitj ; of all that 
obtain forgiveness, this alone seems to form an exception. 

^Neither is this protection, as I have said before, only 
o&red to ladies, or to those whose education and family 
entitle them to particular consideration » as is the case in 
Europe ; it extends to all classes without distinction, and 
ia even more favorable to the lower orders, than to those 
who are supposed to be above ihem. 

If a man of fortune and reputation were to ruin an 
innocent girl, or be guilty of a breach of promise, were it 
but to a waiting-woman, it would no less affect his stand- 
ioig in society, and expose him to the revenge of the 
public. Neither ladies nor gentlemen would plead his 
cau^e ; and his only chance of escape from punishment, 
would be to satisf/ the injured party. 

Where a feeling of this kind is so general, and acts 
alike on every member of society, it cannot be the result 
of a mere polite etiquette, but must be based on a princi- 
ple which is deeply rooted in the mind, and forms part of 
the national code of noiorals. Its advantages in promoting 
early marriages, and -preserving the sanctity of the mar- 
riage row, are incalculable, and are the best comment on 
the rapid increase of population and the domestic happi- 
ness, which is enjoyed throughout the United States. 

Jh ^t us compare this to the state of public morals in 
tt|JMu A gentleman being guilty of a breach of promise, 
oMB^ftffence still more heinous, with regard to a ladt/, 
will b^ called to an account by her relations or friends ; 
he will have to settle the matter *^as a man of honor;" 
and if he be so lucky as to escape uninjured, the affair is 
brought to an end. At the next drawing-room he will 
appear with additional eclat; there will be something 
distijigue in his whole carriage and manners ; while the 
most kind-hearted of the ladies will consider him a gen- 
tleman of '* high spirit," and rather the more interesting, 
''as he has got himself into difficulty." He will, for a 
tim^t become the hero of society ; where his first success 
will only facilitate the road to his next conquest. 

If a young man of rank and expectations should hap- 
pen to injure a woman in an inferior rank of life, the 
matter .will be only jconsidered as something a young 



DOMESTIC TISTOB OF THE AMBRICAKl. 171 

gentleman is hardly able to avdid; or he will be pitiid 
for his want of refinement in not tntiking a better selec- 
tion. And the woman 1 *' Why ! she^must have beeiua 
fool to believe him. Why did she raise her ezpectatiooB 
so high ? She could not, in her senses, believe he would 
marry her." In short, the case is dismissed, as being too 
uninteresting to deserve a moment's attention. 

An injured gentleman fares hardly better. He becomM 
the object of ridicule — while his rival moves on In 1m8 
career, and has scarcely another consolation left, than 
that which belongs to All misery— of suffering in common 
with others. The Code NdpoUon^ and subsequently the 
Code JFVanpais, have very wisely abandoned this matter 
^*to the censure of public opinion." There is a case in 
which the best law becomes useless ; and this is when It 
is impossible to obtain justice yront wdnt of an imptniial 
jury. 

I consider the domestic virtue of the Americans as the 
principal source of all their other qualities. It acts as a 
promoter of industry, as a stimulus to enterprise, and as 
the most powerful restrainer of public vice. It reduces 
life to its simplest elements, and makes happiness less 
dependent on precarious circumstances; it ensues tli» 
proper education of children, and acts, hy the force of 
example, on the morals of the rising generation : in 
short, it does more for the preservation of peaco 
good order, than all the laws enacted for that 
and is a better guarantee for the permanency 
American government, than any written instrument, the 
constitution itself not excepted. 

No government could be established on the same ppia- 
ciple as that of the United States, with a different code 
of morals. The American Constitution is remariuMe 
for its simplicity; but it can only suffice a people JBibit- 
ually correct in their actions, and would be uuerfMft- 
d^dqnaift To the wants of a different nation. .Change Ae 
domestic habits of the Americans, their religious devo- 
tion, and their high respect for morality ., and it wilLiK^t 
be necessary to change a single letter of the Oonstituti^ 
in order to vary the whole form of their govceriimeiit* 
The circumstances being altered, the same caiisea would 
no loofpnr produce the <«aiite efiects ; wbA it isiBore tfaaii 
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pKobable, that the dispiaritj which would then exist be- 
tivjeen the laws and the habits of those whom they are 
d^ined to govern, would not only make a different 
gOFemment desirable, but absolutely necessary, to pre- 
wene the nation from ruin. 

The moral and domestic habits of the Americans must 
necessarily exercise an important influence on the acqui- 
sition and accumulation of property. A single man 
encounters often more difficulties in making his way 
through the world, than one whose early marriage has 
increased his stimulus to exertion. The man who has a 
family is doubly pledged to virtue, and has, in every 
additional member, a monitor to industry and frugality. 
In a country like America, where so much depends on 
individual enterprise, the effect of it, when anyways ably 
directed, can never long remain doubtful ; especially when 
it is seconded and approved of by the community in 
general. Accordingly, there are but few single men 
largely engaged in commerce, or any other kind of enter- 
prise, and less who, in that state, are capable of accumu- 
lating fortunes. The most enterprising merchants and 
ship-owners, the first manufacturers, and the proprietors 
. of the largest estates in the country, are married men ; 
and what is still more remarkable, have acquired their 
property, not before, but after, their marriage. 

♦T his example of prosperity in the marriage-state, and 
^||^|onsequently greater facilities of credit of married 
jdH^-act as a premium on matrimony ; and enable men 
to provide for their wives and children, who, without 
them, might have been unable to provide for themselves. 
But when the foundation of a fortune is once laid, its 
iqcrease and accumulation follow as a matter of course, 
unless some unexpected calamity should blast the hope 
of success. The moment a man is known to have ac- 
quired a little property by his own industry, he receives 
credit for ingenuity and perseverance, and is trusted on 
account of these virtues. His means become, in this 
moaner, much more enlarged than his estate ; and it 
depends chiefly on the resources of his own mind, what 
advantages he will draw from his position. 

But if the acquisition and accumulation of property in 
the United States is made comparatively easy, and credit 
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given to those who succeed in it, a proportionally larger 
discredit must attach itself to those who are unfortunlte 
and poor ; and this is really carried to a melancholy ex^ 
tent, although, from the unexampled prosperity of the 
country, there are few to whom it will apply. A man, ift 
America, is not despised for being poor in the outset — - 
three-fourths of €dl that are rich havQ^ begun in the same 
way; — but every year which passes, without adding to 
his prosperity, is a reproach to his understanding or 
industry ; and if he should become old without having 
acquired some property, or showing reasons which pre- 
vented his success, — if he should not enjoy a reputation 
as a scholar or a professional man, — then I am afraid he 
will be doubly punished ; — by his own helpless situation, 
and the want of sympathy in others. But in this case, it 
is not the want of property, which deprives him of the 
consideration of his fellow-beings: it is the want of talent, 
ingenuity, perseverance, or enterprise, which might have 
insured his success. Hence an American will seldom 
complain of losses, want of business, or prosperity in 
general. The sympathy, he might create in his friends 
would rather injure than benefit him ; and would*, at 
best, but destroy his credit with the rest. In the United 
States, if a man has made a bad bargain, he is sure tO 
keep the secret to himself, lest his business talent should 
be doubted; if he has been unfortunate in a specul 
he will find a remedy in another, without lamenti 
loss ; and should he even be ruined, he will put on a' 
face, arrange himself with his creditors, and start anew, 
cautioned by his former experience. 

This habit, of depending chiefly on themselves, pro- 
duces in the Americans a spirit of independence, scarce-' 
ly to be found in any other nation. It stifles complaints 
of all sorts; makes them support heavy times and calami- 
ties with patience; and inspires them with hope and 
energy when oppressed with loss and misfortunes. Dur- 
ing a residence of many years in the United States, I 
have had frequent intercourse with all classes of society, 
but do not remember having heard a single individual 
complain of misfortunes; and I have never known a\ 
native American to ask for charity. No country in the J 
world has such a small number of persons supported at 
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the imblic expense ; and of that small number one half 
aA foreign paupers. An American, embarrassed in his 
pecuniary circumstances, can hardly be prevailed upon to 
adk or accept the assistance of his own relations ; and 
will, in many instances, scorn to have recourse to his 
own parents. Even an^ unsuccessful politician will leave 
the field without a groan, not to appear overcome by bis 
antagonist ; and, whatever be his secret anguish, show a 
bright countenance to the public. Happiness and pros- 
perity are so popular in the United States, that no one 
lUres to show himself an exception to the rule ; and 
avoiding carefully the semblance of misfortune, they 
generally succeed in reality, and become that which they 
have always been striving to appear. 

Another feature of the American character, which is 
evidently entailed upon them from the English, is their 
unbounded resjject for the lawj Notwithstanding the 

^ iTS^uen't' accounts of disturbances, (which for the most 
part are so exaggerated as scarcely to bear a semblance 
to truth,) there exists in the United States an univers al 
wbmission to the law, and a prornpt pbediencejo^tjie 
mg gTgjCr ateaf which, with the exception of Great Britain, 

( is not to be found in any other country. If there be but 
« small force required in England to put down the popu- 
lar fury, nothing of the kind exists at all in America ; 
and we ought, therefore, not to wonder if, with the more 
frequent causes of popular excitement, and the total 
absence of any armed power to restrain it, there some- 

^ times occur excesses, which disturb the public peace. 

The lower classes in England are never called upon 
for an expression of their political sentiments, while in 
most of the states of the American Union, every man is 
entitled to vote, and becomes, by the constitution of his 
country, a judge of the actions of his rulers. His feel- 
ings, and his worst passions are constantly appealed to 
by political leaders and the press, and it requires a for- 
bearance, which the operative classes in Europe can 
Hardly be supposed to possess, in order, on trying occa- 
sions, to abstain from abusing these privileges. The 
American riots, moreover, which are so much the subject 
of conversation in England, hardly ever originate with the 
lower classes themselves \ but are instigated by political 
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partisans to forward their individual designs. Thej 
operate for this purpose on foreigners, who are too sHbrt 
a time in the tlnited States to have made themselves 
acquainted with the law, and whose strange credulity is 
easily excited into abusive conduct. 

But what are these riots, after all, but infringements on 
the poHce regulations of the cities' — an improper expres- 
sion of popular feelings on some vexatious occasion, ti^t^ 
out the least attempt to effect a change in the laio. Com- 
pare to this the horrible scenes of the Manchester and 
Bristol riots in England ! When has it been known tha| 1 
the lower classes in America disturbed the legislative V 
assemblies, encroached on the dignity of the judges, re^ 
fused to pay the taxes assessed by their representatives, J 
or offered a permanent resistance to the law ? The dis- 
orderly conduct above alluded to, is produced without 
premeditation, on the spur of the moment, and passes, 
like an April shower, without leaving a vestige of its 
occurrence. The damages, on such occasions, consist 
in one or two broken heads, and some black eyes, for 
which a proper fine is exacted ; and the matter is dis- 
missed from the court, as it is from the mind of the pub- 
lic, to engross the speculations of Europeans, who may 
feel concerned for the safety of America. 

If instead of reading the exaggerated accounts of these 
riots in the American papers, (which are generally colored 
for a party purpose,) one will only pay attention to ijMltB, 
and consider the small number of persons which, on iMeh 
occasions, are arraigned and fouiid guilty of wilfully 
disturbing the peace, he will soon be convinced that '*the 
awful outrage on public decency " was committed by half 
a dozen intoxicated laborers, such as are nightly taken 
up in the streets of London, and dismissed, the next day, 
on paying the drunkard's penalty of " five shillings to the 
King." I have no hesitation to advance the opinion that 
all the magistrates of the city of New York are not, in 
this respect, as much occupied in a year, as some of the 
London magistrates in six months ; and yet I would con- 
sider my person and property as much protected in Lon- 
don, as in any other city on the globe. 

Another argument in favor of the peace-loving spirit 
of the Americans, consists in the fact of their preserving 
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O nblic order , notwith«taDding the attempts to infringe 
ffbn it}J)7 a few unruly persons, with no other means at 
leir command, than their own good intentions, and the 
Sliogness of all classes, to assist the officers of justice. 
No military force is employed for this purpose. The 
riots are quelled by the civil magistrates, assisted by tha 
people, without the aid of an armed "police. It is always 

Cthe people themselves, who protecf fne peace and watch 
over the execution of the law ; and as long as the public 
mind remains uncontaminated with the spirit of disorder, 
90 fears need be entertained of any serious disturbances. 
To one rioter there are a thousand adKairers of order, 
anSTa thousand more ready to preserve it with all "the 
power in their hands. It remains yet to be observed, 
that in none of the riots which have, taken place in the 
United States, the people manifested the least disposition 
^r plunder. They have sometimes destroyed the private 
property of individuals, but in no instance shown the 
least design to enrich themselves by it ; and there is, 
consequently, not a shadow of truth in the assertion, that 
there is '* a war between the poor and the rich," origi- 
nating in the hatred and envy of the former, of the 
superior advantages of the latter. 

A favorite habit of many American editors is to charge 
all manner of riots to the turbulent spirit of the Irish. 
This is at once getting rid of the question, by transferring 
the guilt to the << foreign paupers;'' and is at least, 
proving the fact, that if the poor are not always guilty of 
crimes, they may at least with impunity be suspected. 
If it be true that public peace is disturbed only by persons 
of the lowest occupation in life, and that the Irish, from 
their poverty, are often obliged to resort to the most 
menial labor in order to procure a living, it will readily 
be conceived that, on all such occasions, they are likely 
to he amongst the number of the guilty, without being them- 
selves either the instigators or the principal actors in the 
riot. But it it also a well-known fact, that many of the 
constables, in all the large cities, on the Atlantic, are 
Irish, or of Irish extraction ; and it is equally true, that 
whenever the peace of those cities is disturbed, these 
Irish officers are amongst the most active in endeavoring 
to re-dstablish it. If the Irish are charged with the com- 
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mission of pppular crime, because they are sometimes 
among the number of offenders, it is but just to take 
public notice of their virtue, when it is employed in 
checking its progress. « 

To one more fact I must refer before I dismiss this 
subject: — the burning of the Ursuline Convent at 
Charlestown, near Boston. I shall not enlarge on the 
fact itself, as it is already sufficiently known to my 
readers ; but 1 would remark, that this was certainly not 
done by the Irish, and was in itself sufficient to provoke 
their utmost temper and worst passions. Yet, how huve 
they borne it ? — The city of Boston is supposed to con- 
tain upwards of ten thousand Irish, principally servants 
and day-laborers ; and there were besides a large number 
of them employed on the rail-roads adjacent to that 
city. No _armed,Jacjce was stationed about the city, 
although watch was kept by private citizens, in order to 
give the alarm, in case of a popular movement. The 
tranquillity, however, was not disturbed for one moment, 
nor the least demonstration made of an attempt to rise 
in a body. Was this proving the turbulent spirit of the 
Irish 1 or the impossibility of governing them by laws 1 
All that was done to calm their excitement, consisted in 
a meeting of some of the most respectable citizens, to 
express their indignation at the outrage which had been 
done to society, and more particularly to the feelings of 
the Catholics ; — and this honest declaration was sufficient 
to soothe the minds of the ** unruly, the turbulent Irish." 
The conduct of the citizens of Boston was undoubtedly 
praiseworthy, and well calculated to reconcile the feelings 
of the injured : they gave on that occasion a new proof 
of their wisdom and experience in all matters relative to 
the administration of justice ; but this cannot diminish 
the credit due to the moderation of the Irish, and the 
forbearance which they manifested on an appeal to their 
better feelings. I happened to be in Boston at that time, 
and was more than ever struck with the truth that justice 
is the best peace-maker among nations, 

I have said before, that, notwithstanding the occurrence 
of popular disturbances, the Americans, as a nation, 
bave a great respect for the law ; they are indeed too 
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enlightened not to set, tbemsQlves, an example of obeldi- 
ence to the legal authorities of their country. They 
know fHl well, that the minor laws being oqce infringed 
imon, the general government is in danger. They un- 
derstand admirably the connection which esists between 
the most subordinate authority of the country, and the 
highest administrative functions. In America it is the 
common interest of all, which requires submission to the 
law ; for it is the majority who are offended, when an 
insult is offered to the government. 

The people must naturally be a more jealous sovereign 
than a king protected by his crown : they have no power 
to pardon offences against their majesty, and if they had, 
they could not exercise it without danger of destroying 
themselves. Clemency is more frequently a virtue of 
^^> kings, than a characteristic distinction of a nation. It is 
r^. the majority which governs and makes the law in a demo- 
cratic republic, and opposition to it must therefore neces- 
sarily offend the people. No such opposition can, by 
any chance, become popular ; because the state of public 
opinion is too well known to leave the majority doubtful. 
If, in America, there were a strong aristocracy, who 
should have the power of making the law for the people, 
'. — then resistance to it might have a majority in its favor, 
and disobedience be protected by the influence of the 
largest number. No immediate prospeet, however, of 
such a state of things exists in the United States ; and 
as long as the majority govern, the majority must be in 
favor of the law, and the minority deprived of the power 
of resisting it. 

There exists but one practice in the United States, 
which seems to be at variance with what I have thus far 
advanced ; and yet, upon further consideration, I am al- 
most inclined to consider it as a part of the common law 
of the country. I would refer to the «* Lynch law," of 
which the most brilliant accounts are furnished in the 
British papers. The Lynch law of America, it must be 
remembered, is not a child of democracy ; it is of a much 
more ancient and illustrious origin, and occurs already in 
the early history of the colonies. It was begot in those 
happy times, in which religious customs took the plaee 
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of the law; and in which the ingenuity of the settlers re- 
curred to the simplest means of obtaining the most sum- 
mary justice. It is, in fact, of a patriarchal nature, 
having for its motto the wisdom of Solomon, — "Do not 
spare the rod." The pilgrim fathers, who settled the 
New England States, were a highly religious people— 
with whom the authority of the elders of the Church was 
of more avail, than any positive law of Great Britain, 
which, from its distance, and the manner in which it had 
been abused into an instrument of oppression, had con- 
siderably lost of its force. Their little community w&s 
more governed by mutual agreement and consent^ than 
by any written code, except that to which their ministers 
pointed, as leading the way to salvation. The Bible 
furnished them with precedents of the cheap, easy, and ^ 
salutary correction of jflogging ; and there was no reason 
why their legislators should have attempted to improve 
upon the wisdom of Moses. 

The custom being once introduced and found expedient, 
was gradually increased in severity as the rigid morals of 
the puritans began to relax ; until, towards the American 
Revolution, when abuses had reached their climax, the 
original method of " tarring and feathering " was substi- 
tuted for the more lenient punishment of the rod. The 
commencement being made with the excisemen in Boston, 
was soon imitated in the other provinces ; and being at 
first employed in a patriotic cause, created an universal 
prejudice in its favor. It became a national custom which, 
as far as I remember, was only used in cases more or 
less directly affecting the people. Thus, whenever an 
individual gave a national insult, or did or practised any 
thing which threatened the peace and happiness of the 
people, they recurred to it as a domestic remedy ; but t 
am quite certain not with the intention of opposing the 
regular law. They only resorted to it €id interim, till the 
regular physician could be called in ; and in most cases 
effected a radical cure, without paying for the attendance 
of the doctor. In this manner the Lynch law was exe- 
cuted on gamblers, disorderly persons, and latterly also 
on a certain species of itinerant ministers, who, a little 
too anxious for the emancipation of the Negroes in the 
Southern States, had betaken thecn8el^&\o^t^^0cL\\i%^^^ 
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doctrine- of rweage^ instead of that of the atonemeant^ and 
thereby forced the good people, to applj the doctrine to 
those, who evinced the most zeal for its propagation. But 
as I have said before, the Lynch law is not, properly 
speaking, an opposition to the established laws of the coun- 
try, or is, at least, not contemplated as such by its adher- 
ants ; but rather as a supplement to them, — a species of 
common law, which is as old as the country, and which, 
whatever may be the notion of " the learned in the law," 
has nevertheless been productive of some of the happiest 
results. I am aware there are different versions of the 
origin of ** Lynch ; " but the above will be found to con- 
tain the essence and philosophy of all. 

It remains for me yet to say something of the benevolent 
feelings of Americans, and of the national efforts which 
have been made in the United States for the suppression 
of vice, and the progress of virtue, not only in their own 
country, but in every quarter of the world. One of the 
most prominent of these, consists in the ardor with which 
they have labored for the suppression of intemperance, 
and the astonishing results which they have produced, 
since the commencement of this noble enterprise. The 
origin and progress of their proceedings are too illustrative 
of the American character, and have had too important 
an influence on the efforts of philanthropical societies in 
Europe, not to interest an English reader; and I will 
therefore venture to give A short account of them, taken 
principally from tbe ** Permanent Temperance Docu- 
ments of the American Temperance Society," published 
at Boston, in the year 1835. It will strongly corroborate 
my assertion of the necessity of combining morality with 
religion, or making the latter the practical foundation of 
the former, and the political proceedings of the country 
the regular sequel to both; 

The first public meeting for the suppression of intevi- 
perance was called at Boston only as late as the month 
oF February, 1824, when the question was proposed,— 

What shcal be done to banish intemperance from the Uni' 

ted States? 
t 

^ Some of these itinerant preachers absolutely called on the negroes 
to disobey the commands of tneir masters, and to rise in open rebemon, 
to achieve their political freedom. 
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After prayer " for Divine guidance," and consultation 
on the subject, the result was a determination to form an 
*^ American Temperance Society," whose grand principle 
should be abstinence from strong drink ; and its object« 
'* by light and love," to change the habits of the nation 
with regard to the use of intoxicating liquors. After sta- 
ting the reasons for their determination, among which 
there was this, that without trying to remove the evil^ they 
couid not free themselves from the guilt of its effects^ they 
resolved unanimously, — 

1st. *' That it is expedient that more systematic and 
vigorous efforts be made, by the Christian public, to re- 
strain and prevent the intemperate use of intoxicating 
liquors. 

2d. ** That an individual of acknowledged talents, piety, 
industry, and sound judgment should be selected and em- 
ployed as a permanent agent, to spend his time, and use 
his best exertions, for the suppression and prevention of 
the intemperate use of intoxicating liquors." 

A committee was then appointed to prepare a consti- 
tution, and the meeting was adjourned to February 13, 
1826. At that meeting a constitution was presented and 
adopted, the officers chosen, and the resolution agreed to, — 

^' That the gentlemen composing this meeting pledge 
themselves to the ' American Society for the Promotion 
of Temperance,' that they will use all their exertions in 
carrying into effect the benevolent plan of the society." 

On the 12th of March following they met, and, after 
choosing eighty-four additional members from the North- 
ern and Middle States, presented an address to the peo- 
ple, in which they stated that, after deliberate and devout 
attention to the subject, they had resolved, " in the strength 
of the Lord, and with a view to the account which they nnui 
render to Him for the influence they exert in this world^^^ to 
make a vigorous, united and persevering effort to produce 
a change of public sentiment and practice with regard to 
the use of intoxicating liquors ; and, at the same tim9^ 
called upon the wealthy and influential men in the coa«- 
try, to assist them in procuring funds for this purpoffu 
This call was heartily responded to, at first, by the peo|it 
of New England, and onbseqiieutly by CTery other 

of the Union. 
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-In Janaary, 1827, the correspondiDg secretary of the 
society visited Boston, to obtain means for the support of 
a permanent agent. At the first meeting for that purpose^ 
though the weather was exceedingly stormy, the amount 
subscribed was 3,500 dollars (7002. sterling;) at the second, 
1200 (240/. sterling) more ; and at the third, 700 (1401.) 
la the adjacent villages 7000 dollars were additionally 
subscribed. 

At the cloi^e of the year 1829, there had already been 
formed and reported more than 1,000 societies, embrac- 
ing more than 100,000 members: mere than 50 distil- 
leries had been stopped, more than -400 merchants had 
renounced the traffic, and more than 1,200 drunkards had 
been reformed. So great became the influence of public 
opinion, even oa the minds of common sailors, that on 
-board the United States sloop of war <^ Falmouth," scf- 
-enty of the men abstained from ardent spirits ; and bev 
tween forty and fif^y on board the *^ Brandywine " frigate. 
A later report shows that, out of the whole ship's coda- 
pany of that frigate, only 160 men drew their grog, and 
.from January 1, ISisO, till January I, 1831, 150 vessels 
»faad left the port of Boston without carrying ardent spirits, 
r On the first of May, 1831, the number of temperance 
-societies had already increased to 2,200, and that of the 
>members to 170,000 ; which gives an addition of 1,200 
-societies with .70,000 members in the space of less than 
two years ! From their influence, and the state of public 
'opinion, it was computed that 300,000 more had adopted 
the plan of not using strong drinks, or furnishing them 
for the use of others; 1,000 distilleries had been stopped, 
and the use of brandy or whiskey excluded from more 
than 100 public houses. 

The next year's report, containing the history of the 
■Society, and its operations from the commencement, as 
also the reason *^ why its principles should be extended 
through the world," was stereotyped and distributed 
.through all parts of the United States, Canada, New 
Brunswick, and Nova Scotia. It was also sent to Mex- 
ico and South America; to England, Ireland, Scotland, 
r-Denmark, Sweden, Russia, Germany, Malta, Palestine,, 
'-and the Sandwich Islands ; imitating, in this respect, the 
benevolent efforts of the British Bible Society, fcr the 
Promotion of the Christian faith. 
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In 1832 a successful effort was made by the clergj^to 
exclude drunkards from the communion table, and to ioer 
troduce the subject of temperance into the sermons to bq 
preached on the Sabbath. The appeal of the society- ill 
favor of these measures, contained in their ** Annual R^ 
port," is a singular specimen of American eloquenee ; 
from which I cannot refrain to give some valucDble ejfr 
tracts: — 

<< Never was an idea further from the truth, than that 
which represents the Temperance Reformation as. only a 
secular concern, affecting principally the body— or co»» 
fined in its influence to this world, or to time — to be dio^ 
cussed only on the week day, and that as a matter of 
convenience, expediency, or domestic comfort, pecuniary 
profit, or reputation, or respectability. Its principal in* 
fluence, and that which in importance eclipses and swal« 
lows up every other, is upon the soul and- for eternity* 
As much as the soul is worth more than the body, m 
much as eternity is longer than time, so much more im- 
portant is its influence on the soul than on the body, and 
with regard to eternity than with regard to time. And 
till its influence on the character, prospects, and destiaj 
of the soul for eternity shall be exhilnted on the sabbath* 
from the pulpit, by the ministers of Christ, to every di«» 
ttUer and trafficer, and user of the drunkard's poison in 
the land, who does not, on account of doing evil, so hate 
the light, as to refuse to come to it, this engine of death 
eternal will not cease to operate, nor this citadel of Satan 
be demolished. Ministers may think that they could not 
be supported without the avails of the distillery, and the 
dram-shop, or the countenance of those who furnish . or 
support them; and churches may think that it is not 
ecclesiastical for them to move, or for their members to 
act on the subject ; and both may hope that other tem- 
perance agents, or societies will do the work, and aocom* 
plish the object without their assistance, and that thej 
had better say nothings and do nothing, but mourn in 
secret, and pray-though church members continue to 
carry on the trafiic, and cause thousands eternally to £es 
yet it is not so." '' No minister of Christ," says tko 
ftutfaorf '<in doing the work of Christ, needs the gainaaf 
SDfOjdliness; and no church of Christ is strengthenod or 
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sttictified bj having rum-makers, and rumHBeliem, and 
hKBHdrinkers for members. None such formed the 
flttiiilyof the Savior, the company of his apostles, or any* 
of ^at bright constellation, who, in their day, through 
fahh and patience, entered in, and took possession of the 
lAroanses. Thej were men of another sort. They could 
not look up to God and pray, * Lead us not into tempta- 
tion,* and then go away and tempt their fellow-men to 
T^n, and yet hope for his favor. They felt bound to do 
to others as they would that God should do to them. 
And if they did not strive to use their influence, not to 
corrupt and destroy, but to save others, they knew that 
God would not save them. Nor will he save any, who 
tfre not in this respect like them. In vain will they plead 
their connection with the Church, in arrest of condemna- 
tion for destroying their fellow-men. And if they con- 
tinue that work of death, and the Church continues to 
hold them within its sacred enclosure, and spread over 
them the protecting banner of the cross, she will be 
judged as accessory, and held responsible for the mighty 
min. And when the overflowing scourge shall pass 
trough, judgment will begin where, had reformation 
began and continued, it had brought out salvation, at the 
house of God. 

<* And whether the rainbow of mercy which has begun 
to appear, shall extend and encircle the world, or earth 
be enveloped in blackness and darkness, now,^ under 
Christ, hangs on the decision of the Church which he has 
purchased with his own precious blood. Let her mem- 
bers extract from the bounties of his kindness, the mate-^ 
rial for burning out the consciences of their fellow-men, 
-— let them set it on fire, apply it, and make it a business 
to spread it through the community, and the smoke of 
their torment will cover the whole earth, and spread 
through all its dwellings, darkness, lamentation, and 
mourning, and woe. A fire in God's anger will bum 
perpetrators of such wickedness, even to the lowest hell. 
They would keep the jewels from the crown of his Son, 
and ruin the souls for whom he died. 

*< And when Ethiopia is rising and stretching out her 
bands, and the isles of the sea are receiving and obeying 
Go4's laws — when China is struggling to' keep ofl" death 
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from her people — Iceland in supplication for deliveranM 
is meltings and the whole creation groaneth and travaile^b 
in pain — when the Savior, with a voice which pqrvt^dec 
creation, is proclaiming, Who i» on the Lord's side f — r 
Who? — and the universe looks with intense gaze, to 
witness the result; — and when a single individual^.bji 
coming out openly and decidedly on the Lord's side, and 
sacrificing, in a single instance, money to duty, may roll 
a wave of salvation on the other side of the globe ; — - 
shall professed members of that church which Christ bap 
bought with his blood, take part with the enemy of all 
good, and assist in perpetuating his dark and dismal 
reign oyer souls, to endless ages ? — If they do, God will 
write, for the universe to look at, To whom they yields 
themselves servants to obeyj his servants they are. And the 
Register, in blazing capitals, will be eternal. And though, 
men who continue knowingly and habitually to do eyil, 
and to hate the light, may, in this world, refuse to come to 
it, and when it approaches them may attempt to flee aways 
— ^in the future world it will blaze upon th^m, in one uur 
clouded vision of infinite brightness, and show the hearts 
of aU who persevere in wickedness to be more black than, 
darkness itself forever." 

In another place the author is still more figurative and 
impressive. Alluding to the sermons to be preached on 
the Sabbath against intemperance, he says, — 

'^ There is reason to believe that thousands and ten9 
of thousands are now impenitent, unbelieving, and oja 
their way to second death, who, had it not been for the 
sale of ardent spirits, had been ripening for glory, and. 
honor, and immortality, and eternal life ; and that tens 
of thousands more have passed the boundary of hope,, 
and are weeping and wailing, who, had it not been for 
this, might have been in heaven. And, in view of such, 
things, shall we be told that temperance is only a secular 
concern 1 that it afiects only the bodies of men, not their 
souls ; and is a concern which relates to time only, not, . 
to eternity ? that it ought not to be discussed from the 
pulpit on the Sabbath 1 Should Satan cause this to bjfl 
believed, he would perpetuate intemperance to the end 
of the world. Shall the fires which make these poi9on|i^ 
burn on the Sabbath, and the use of it tend to counteract 
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ill the merciful designs of Jehoyah, in eslabUshing that 
ii^ day? Shall: Jehovah foe iBSiilted(!) hj the appear- 
usee in the sanctuary of men, who use it on the Sabhath, 
nd jet the Sabbath not be occupied by light and love tb 
abolish the use of it 1 Shall it cause the word of the 
Lord, even from the pulpit, to fall as upon a roekj intstead 
ef being as the rain and the snow, that come down ^om 
iMttven aikl water the earth, and thousands who might be 
trees of righteousness in the garden of the Lord, to stand 
Mke the heath in the desert, not seeing good when good 
eomes, and yet the pulpit be dumb t or speak only on 
week days, when those who traffic in it have so much to 
do in furnishing the poison, that they have no time, and 
less inclination to hear. 

- ** If we may not, in this warfare, figlit, on the Lord's 
day, when he himself goes forth to the battle, and com- 
mands on the field — if we may not use his weapons* 
liM*ged in heaven, arid from the high place of erection 
pour them down thick, heavy ^ and Aof upon the enemy ,-^ 
we may fight till we die, and he will esteem our iron -as 
Straw, and our brass as rotten wood ; our darts he will 
oount as stubble, and laugh at the glittering of our spear. 
Leviathan is not so tamed. There is no coping with him ; 
but with weapons of heavenly temper from the armory 
of Jehovah, on the day when he goes forth, and creation, 
at hia command, stands still to witness the conflict. Then 
it is as conscience kindled from above, blazes, and thun- 
ders in the heart of the enemy, that he is consumed by 
tibe breath of the Almighty, and destroyed by the bright-* 
ness of his coming." 

This specimen of eloquence, which for its strength and 
quaint pathos might rival the Capuchin's sermon in Schil- 
ler's *' Wallenstein," or be ascribed to the immortal ge-r 
fiius of Abraham' a Sancta Clara, exhibits, in the most 
Striking manner, the influence of religion on public mor- 
als, and the fact that the Americans, far from having 
•abandoned their puritanical notions of decency and pro- 
priety, are yet able, on important occasions, to bring the 
whole force of religions argument to bear on them ; a 
^rcumstance which not only insures the continuance of 
Ifheir present customs and manners, but, by virtqc'of 
thes^, also of their political institutions. . * ^ 



Iir AMEftlCA. 



i«v 



During the }Fear 1831 there had been added 50,0W 
members to the Temperance Society of the State of Ne# 
York alone. In seyeral coonties the increase had beett 
SOO per cent. These societies printed 350^000 eircolarii 
and sent them to erery family in the state, inviting each 
member, who had come to years of understanding, to alifr 
stain from the use of ardent spirits, and to unite with^'ft 
temperance society. They also printed and sent round 
100,000 '* Constitutions for Family Temperance Socie<- 
ties,'* in which the members were to pledge themselves 
not only not to use ardent spirits themselves, but not to 
aoffer them to be used in their families, or presented to 
their friends, or to those in their employment, except for 
medical purposes. Those who were, or afterwards were 
to become, heads of families, were to pledge themselves 
to teach their household the principle of entire abstinence^ 
and to use their best endeavors to obtain jheir signatnras 
to the Constitution. They were also to agree to place ft 
copy of ^hat Constitution in their family Bible, to which 
their children should be often pointed, as containing the 
will of their parents and they were to^engage them ; tm 
they revered the memory of their parents, sacredly to re- 
gard those sentiments. 

In that year it was computed that 1,500,000 people in 
the United States abstained from the use of ardent SpiritB^ 
and from the furnishing of it for the use of others : there 
were 4,000 temperance societies, embracing 500,000 
members; 1,500 distilleries had been stopped; 4,000 
merchants had ceased to traffic in spirits, and 4,M0 
drunkards had been reformed. 

Nor were the efforts confined to individuals alone. On 
the 5th of November, 1832, the Adjutant-General issued 
-an order prohibiting the further issue of ardent spirits to 
the troops of the United States, as a component part^of 
their rations, and substituted Slbs, of dugar and 4/6sr. of 
coffee for every one hundred rations, as an equivalent 'for 
the ardent spirit formerly in use ; or, at those poefs 
where the troops might prefer it, 10/6s. of rice to evefy 
one hundred rations, in lieu of eight quarters of beaiks 
allowed by the then existing regulations. The same *f^ 
der prohibited also the introduction of ardent spirits into 
any fort, camp, or garrison of the United Statesvaisd'^Vi^ 
selling of them by any sutlers to iVie tcooi^« 
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- In the month of December following, the committe^isr, 
sued circulars inviting the people. of all states to antUiotir^. 
al convention^ to be held in Philadelphia on the. ^th daj 
of May, 1833. 

In February, 1833, a *' Congressional Temperance. 
Bteeting " was held at the Capitol of Washington, i^t 
which Mr. Lewis Cass, then secretary of war, presided,, 
aiid where the following remarkable resolution- was adopt-, 
ed :— 

*' Resolved, as the sense of this meeting, that the liber" 
ty and welfare of the nation are intimately and indissokibly. 
connected with the morals and virtues of the people ; and; 
that, in the enactment of laws for the common benefit, it 
is equally the duty of the legislative body to guard and 
preserve the public morals from corruption^ as to advance 
the pecuniary interest, or to maintain the civil rights and, 
freedom of the community." 

Mr. Felix Grundy, senator from Tennessee, invited 
them not to stop there ; he requested them to have their, 
facts and arguments printed and circulated all over the 
country. " Let it be seen," continued he, ** by the whole. 
American people, that men in high places, men whom, 
the people have elevated to represent them in the Con- 
gress of the United States, are the friends, the patrons, 
the active, zealous, and persevering promoters of the 
cause of temperance. Let them see that this blessed 
cause has taken possession of the capitol, and that it will 
hold possession, and, from this elevated spot, this strong- 
hold of liberty, will extend itself over the whole country." 

The American Temperance Society contained in that 
year 2,000,000 of members, out of an aggregate popular 
tion of about 15,000,000, of which 2,000,000 are slaves ; 
consequently, every third man in the country was engaged 
in, suppressing intemperance. 

On the last Tuesday, 1834, the " American Congress* 
ional Temperance Society " held its anniversary at the 
Capitol, and in that same year the number of societies 
had increased to 7000 ; the same number of merchants 
had ceased to sell ardent spirits ; more than 1000 vessels 
belonging to the United States had sailed without them ; 
and an insurance company in Boston agreed to return fiye 
per cent, on the premium of every vessel which had been 



RELIGIOUS BVBCkPTIBILITT OF AMERICANS. 1§^ 

navigated #itiiout grog : 4,500,000 temperance tracts had 
been printed by the *'New York State Temperance So^ 
cietj " alone ; and addresses were published, in that same 
year, "to moderate drinkers, and those who furnish spir- 
its to moderate drinkers," to *' ministers of the Gospel of 
erery name and in every country," and "to the members 
of the churches of Christ of every denomination through 
out the world," to invite them to abstain from the use of 
ardent spirits, and to prevent the traffic in them ; and the 
society could finally close its Eighth Annual Report with 
the joyful hope of seeing their labors rewarded, expressed 
in these terms : — 

" Great voices shall be heard in heaven, saying Allelu- 
ia; for the Lord God omnipotent reigneth. Peace shall* 
flow as a river, and righteousness as the waves of the sea. 
Joy and gladness shall swell every heart, and to the Au* 
thor and Finisher of all good shall arise, as a cloiid of in- 
cense from the whole earth, thanksgiving and the voice of 
melody.*' 

From an attentive perusal of this short sketch of the 
history of the American Temperance Society, three im- 
portant convictions will be forced * on the mind of the' 
reader, viz. that the Americans are yet capable of a. 
strong religious excitement ; that morality is, by thein»' 
considered a national cause ; and that their political lead- 
ers, convinced of the importance of moral and religimis 
institutions, are willing to aid in securing and promoting 
their influence. Nor have they been less successful in 
making a political argument of it, to prove that the laws 
authorising men to traffic in ardent spirits, violate the first 
principle of political econcmiy. Their reasoning on the 
subject is plain and impressive, and supported by faet« 
well calculated to illustrate the proposition. 

"The wealth of a nation," they argue, "consists ofth« 
wealth of all the individuals that compose it. The sources 
of wealth are labor, land, and capita]. The land is, 
indeed, the product of the two former; but as it may be 
used to increase their value, it is considered, by writer^ 
on political economy, as one of the original sources of 
national trealth. Whatever lessens either of thede^'or 
their productiveness when employed upon each other, leiP 
sens the wisalth of the country." 
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■ •«• Capital may be employed in two ways — either to pro- 
duce new capital, or merely lo afford gratification, and 
in the production of gratification be consumed without 
replacing its value.- The first may be called capital, and 
the last expenditure. These will, of course, bear inverse 
proportions to each other. If the first be large, the sec-* 
ond must be small — and vice versa. Without any charige 
of the amount of wealth, capital will be increased by the 
lessening of expenditure, and lessened by the increase of 
expenditure. Although the manner of dividing makes no 
difference with the present amount of national wealth, it 
makes a great difference with the future amount, as it 
alters materially the sources which produce it, and th6 
means of an equal or increased reproduction. 

*'For instance, a man fond of noise, and excited agree- 
ably by the hearing of it, pays a dollar for gunpowder, 
and touches fire to it. He occasions an entire loss of that 
amount of property. Although the powder-maker and 
the merchant may both have received their pay, if it has 
not benefited the man, to him it has been a total loss— 4ind 
if the sale of it was no more profitable than would have 
been the sale of some useful article, it has been an entire 
loss to the community. And if, by the explosion, the man 
is burnt, partially loses his reason, is taken off*, for a time, 
from business, and confined by sickness to his bed, must 
have nurses, physicians, &c., the loss is still increased. 
And if he never recovers fully his health or reason, suf- 
fers in his social affections and moral sensibility, becomes 
less faithful in the education of his children, and ibey are 
more exposed to temptation and ruin, and he is never 
again as able or willing to be habitually employed in pro- 
dactive labor, — the nation loses a sum equal to the amount 
of all these put together. And if his example leads oth- 
er men to spend, and to suffer in the same way, the loss 
is still further increased ; and so on, through all its ef- 
fects. 

^And even though the powder-maker and the merchant 
have made enormous profits, this does not prevent the 
loss to the community, any more than the enormous 
profits of lottery-gamblers, or counterfeiters of th&publio 
coin prevents loss to the community. Nor does it meet 
the case, to say that the property only changes bands. 
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This is not true. The man who sold the powder made a 
profit of only a part of the money which the other man 
paid for it ; while the latter lost not only the whole, but 
vastly more. The whole of the original cost was only a 
small part of the loss tp the original buyer, and to the 
nation. The merchant gained nothing of the time, and 
other numerous expenses, which the buyer lost ; nor does 
he in any way remunerate the community for that loss. 

'* Suppose that man, instead of buying the powder, 
had bought a pair of shoes ; and that the tanner and 
shoe-maker had gained in this case, what the powder- 
maker and the merchant gained in the other ; and that, 
by the use 6f the shoes, though they were finally worn 
out, the man gained twice as much as he gave for them, 
without any loss of health, or reason, or social affection, 
or moral susceptibility, and without any of the consequent 
evils; — who cannot see that it would have increased his 
wealth, and that of the nation, without injury to any, and 
have promoted the benefit of all ? 

''This illustrates the principle with regard to ardent 
spirits. A man buys a quantity of it, and drinks it; 
when he would be, as is the case with every man, in all 
respects better without it. It is to him an entire loss. 
The merchant may have made a profit of one quarter of 
the cost, but the buyer loses the whole; and he loses the 
time employed in obtaining and drinking it. He loses 
also, and the community loses, equal to all its deteriorat- 
ing effects upon his body and mind, his children and all 
who come under his influence. His land becomes less 
productive ; his capital, produced by his land and labor, 
is diminished; and thus the means are diminished of 
future reproduction. . And by the increase of expendi- 
ture in proportion to the capital, it is still further dimin- 
ished, till to meet the increasingly disproportionate ex- 
penses, the whole is often taken, and the means of future 
reproduction are entirely exhausted. And, as there is no 
seed to sow, there is, of course, no future harvest. 

'' This is but a simple history of what is taking plac« 
in thousands of cases continually ; and of what is the 
tendency of the traffic in ardent spirit, from beginning to 
end. It lessens the productiveness of land and labor, and 
consequently diminishes the amount of capital ; while^ vx 
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proportion, it increases the eyponditure, and thus in both 
ways is constantly exhausting the means of future repro- 
duction. And this is its tendency, in all its bearings, in 
proportion to the quantity used, from the man who takes 
only his glass, to the man who takes his quart a day. It 
is a palpable and gross Violation of all correct principles 
of political economy ; and, from beginning to end, tends 
to diminish all the sources of national wealth. 

*'And are not the laws," continue they — alluding to 
the licensing of dram-shops, — ** which sanction the sale 
of ardent spirits, horrible laws ? Do they not tend* by 
their whole influence, to render the business respectable, 
to perpetuate it, and permanently to produce such results? 
Results none the less horrible because produced accord- 
ing to law ; and which stamp the law that sanctions the 
business which produces them, with the dark, deep, and 
indelible impress of vice 1 *' * * What moral right 
have legislators to pass laws which enable men legally to 
injure their fellow-men, to increase their taxes, and ex- 
pose their children to drunkenness and ruin 1 * - * * 

" But it is said, the licensing of the traffic is a source 
of revenue to the state, and therefore the public good 
requires it. This revenue is much like the woman who 
sold her grain and her rags to purchase whiskey for her 
children. She said it was cheaper to keep them on 
whiskey than on bread ; and as it made a market for her 
rags, it was a source of profit — in government language, 
of revenue. Her garments and those of her children 
were soon nearly ail rags, and all sold ; when her revenue 
had become such, that she and her children, as a public 
burden, were obliged, by a public tax, to be supported at 
the alms-house." 

They then proceed to prove that in nearly every state 
of the Union, the support of paupers occasioned by the 
traffic in ardent spirits, draws annually sums from the 
public treasury equal to twice and three times the reve- 
nue* raised by licensing dram-shops, and conclude their 
argument with reproaching the legislators — ^* Who build 
prisons, and license men to carry on the trade that fills 
them ; erect lunatic asylums, and furnish their tenants ; 
build alms-houses, and license pauper-making manafacto- 
ries to fill them; augment four-fold the puhlic burden. 
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and teii-fbld the personal and domestic wretchedness 6f 
the country. ♦ • * And as to those who say. "The 
object of licensing is not to encourage the sale and use 
of spirits, but to restrain and prevent it," there are; two 
answers for them. The first is, it does not restrain and 
prevent it. It has been tried effectually for more than 
half a century ; and its fruits have been manifested in the 
hving wretchedness, and in the dying agonies of more 
than a million of men. — Notwithstanding all such re- 
straints and preventions, the evil constantly increased, 
till it had well nigh proved our ruin.— The other answer 
is, the licensing of sin is not the way to prevent or restrain 
t/, but it is the way to sanction and perpetuate it; by declare 
ing to the community that if practised legally , it is right; 
and thus preventing the efficacy of truths and facts in pro^ 
ducing the conviction that it is wrong. Let legislators, 
chosen by the people, and respectable in society, license 
any sin, and it tends to shield that sin from public 
odium, and to perpetuate it, by presenting for it a legal 
justification.'* 

" He that justifieth the wicked, and he that condemn- 
eth the just; even they both are an abomination to the 
Lord.'' 

The Americans have taken up the cause of temperance 
with an enthusiastic ardor, which entitles them justly to 
the gratitude of mankind. They have, in this single in- 
stance, done more for the suppression of vice throughout 
the world, than the united efforts of a host of princes 
could have accomplished. They have set to the world a 
national example of voluntary submission to the laws of 
morality and of God; and of the blessings which result 
from it to every condition of society. Their example has 
been imitated in every quarter of the globe, and is every 
where productive of the same happy results. From the 
islands of the South Sea to the centre of civilization in 
Great Britain, their efforts are hailed with cordial appro- 
bation, and promote the cause of humanity. If the 
Americans have borrowed their civilization from Europe, 
they have discharged a part of their debt by teaching htr 
the virtMC of temperance. , , . 

Nor is this the only instance in which Uie efibrts of 
Americans have promoted the welfare of mwiVvcv^* ^'\?<afc 
example set them by the " Briti&h aiii Uot^v^xv "^^^^^^ 
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Society *' has been nobly imitated in the United States ; 
and the American Bible Society possesses now, next to 
the English, the largest funds, and is most instrumental 
in promoting the interests of Christianity. Its affairs are 
conducted by a president, twenty^one vice-presidents, one 
treasurer, four corresponding secretaries, and thirty-six 
managers. 

The receipts of the society, since its origin in 1816, 
were as follows : — 



1817 

1818 

1819 

1820 

1821 

1822 

1823 

1824 

1825 

1826 

1827 

1828 

1829 

1830 

1831 

1832 

1833 

1834 

1835 



Total in 19 years, 
or about 300,000/. sterling. 

The number of Bibles and Testaments, issued from 
the depository of the Society, till 1835, was 1,767,936; 
and that of the year 1835 alone, 123,236. Besides the 
issues from the depository, large sums of money have 
been granted to missionary establishments at Constanti- 
nople, Bombay, Ceylon, Burmah, China, and the Sand- 
^wich Islands, to aid the printing and circulating of the 
Scriptures in various pagan tongues into which they have 
been translated. 

«* The American Board of Commissioners " is another 
o c/etjr for the promotion of ChmXiawVx^, TVvq deei^os 
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of this societj are stated to be " By disseminating prima- 
rily the Christian religion, abd subordinately all kinds of 
useful knowledge ; to improve the social, intellectual, and 
religious condition of heathen and other anti-christian na- 
tions ; and for thi9 purpose to send abroad preachers, phy- 
sicians, male and female school-teachers, mechanics, ag^ 
riculturalists, &c. ; who are employed in preaching the 
Gospel, translating, printing, and putting into the hands 
of the people the Holy Scriptures, religious tracts, school- 
books, &c. ; in teaching and superintending schools, 
training native preachers and schoolmasters, and admin- 
istering medicine to the diseased ; and in teaching the 
mechanic arts and husbandry." A more extensive plan 
of charity was certainly never conceived by human'be- 
ings, nor executed with more cheerfuliiess and persever- 
ance. By this Society the New Testament has been 
translated and printed in the Mahratta, the Armeno-Turk- 
ish and the Hawaiian languages ; and one or more of the 
Gospels in the Cherokee, Choctaw and Seneca. Books, 
portions of the Scriptures, and religious tracts, have been 
printed in seventeen different languages, exclusive of the 
English, viz. Italian, Greek, Armeno-Turkish, Ancient 
Armenian, Arabic, Mahratta, Tamul, Chinese, HawaiiiELDi 
Cherokee, Choctaw, Creek, Osage, Seneca, Ojibwa, Ot- 
tawa, and Abernaquois. The Board possesses nine print- 
ing establishments, two type and stereotype foundries, 
and several bookbinders' establishments. The Society 
employs 102 preachers, (7 of whom are physicians,) 9 
physicians, 9 printers, 30 teachers, and 161 married and 
unmarried females. The number of schools is 474 ; that 
of the pupils, 37,311 ; and the whole number of those who 
have been educated, not less than 80,000! There, are al- 
so connected with the Society two seminaries for the ed- 
ucation of native preachers and teachers, with about 350 
students. 

The funds of the Society, which consist entirely of vol- 
untary contributions, and the income from the "Mis- 
sionary Herald," a periodical published by the Society, 
amounted, in 24 years, to about 288,000Z. sterling. 

The following table, taken from the '* American Alma-« 
nac and Repository of Useful Knowledge" of 1836 will show 
Che missions, the time when each was commenced^ ^TA^!l^^ 
number ofstationSf preachers, &g., coi\iifccX^dL^\)cw «w2a» 
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HOME MISSIONARY SOOIETT. IQC* 

It will also be perceived that the funds and usefulness 
of the Society are on the increase ; 14 new stations hav- 
ing been created since 1830. 

The " American Home Missionary Society " was insti- 
tuted in the city of New York on the 6th jof May, 1836. 
The number of its missionaries and agents consisted, in 
1835, of 719 ; and the number of congregations and mis- 
sionary districts, aided by the Society, was 1050. Under 
their mii^istry about 35,000 individuals had been added to 
the churches of Christ ; from 10,000 to 40,000 children 
were annually instructed in Sabbath Schools ; and in Bi- 
ble Classes, from 2,000 to 12,000 of all ages. 

"The American Board of Commissioners for Foreign 
Missions " being under the patronage of the Congression- 
al Church of New England, and the Presbyterian and the 
Reformed Dutch Churches of the Middle, Western, and 
Southern States, the Baptists formed another mission- 
ary society, under the name of "The Baptist Gener- 
al Convention of the United States for Foreign Missions.* ■ 
The object of the Society is "the propagation of the Gos- 
pel among the heathens, and the promotion of pure Chris- 
tianity in Christendom." The funds received during the 
last year (1835) were 58,520 dollars, 28 cents, or about 
11,704^ sterhng. 
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The Minionary Station! are 



1 



MkHton- 
aries. 



Valley Towns, Cherokees, North Carolina - 
Thomas, on Grand River, Michigan - 
Sault de Ste. Marie, near Lake Superior - 
Tonawanda; near Niagara, New York - - - 
ghawanoe, Kansas River, near Missouri 
t>elawares, near the junction of the Kansas and Missouri 
Otoes and Omahas, Bellevue, near Great Plate River 
PritawatamieSjNorth of the Missouri - - - 
Ottawas, South of Shawanoe - - - - 
Creeks near the junction of the Arkansas and Verdigris 
Cherokees, in Flint district, Cherokee county 
Choctaws, Choctaw agency, (m the Arkansas 

Port ail Prince, Hayti 

Paris, France - - - - - 
Hamburg. Germany - - - , - - - 

Liberia, Africa 

Maulmein, Burmah 

Rangoon, ditto 

Ava, ditto 

Chummerah, ditto - 

Newville, ditto - - - - - - 

, Tavoy, ditto - - - - - - 

Mergui, ditto - . 

N. Arracan, ditto 

S. Arracan, ditto 

Bankok, Siam 



4 
2 
4 
3 
4 

3 
2 
2 
4 
1 

e « 

1 
3 
1 
5 
10 
4 
2 
2 



lift.) 



Awift- 
ants. 



2 
1 



Total 



2 
2 
4 



72 



8 
7 
2 



3 
2 



1 



31 



Eighteen churches are connected with these stations, 
embracing 1400 members; and about 600 scholars are 
taught in the schools. One printing-press is employ- 
ed in the Indian territory, and four in Burmah, from 
which publications are issued in seven different lan- 
guages. 

«' The Baptist Home Missionary Society'^ has for its ob- 
ject to preach the Gospel in North America, (comprising 
Upper and Lower Canada.) The receipts of this Society 
during the last year, (1835) were 9000 dollars, or 1800/. 
sterling. 

The Methodist Episcopal Church have also formed a 
missionary society. Its receipts, ending 1835, amounted 
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to 30,500 dollars, or about 6,100/. sterling. It employed 
14 preachers at Liberia (all colored men), and six school- 
teachers. The number of church members was 204, and 
about 200 children were taught at schools. Including 
other missions, the society had 144 missionaries, 16,490 
members, and 32 teachers, and instructed 940 pupils. 

The Protestiant Episcopal Church have also formed a 
'* Domestic and Foreign Missionary Society." Its receipts 
in 1834 amounted to 24,007 dollars 97 cents, or about 
5,200/. sterling ; it employed 20 Missionaries in the South- 
ern and Western States, two in Greece, and two in China. 

For the education of young men for the ministry the 
*' Ameriican Education Society " was established, unddr 
the superintendence of a president, one vice-president and^ 
twelve directors. This society offered, first, gratuitous 
assistance to young men ; Jmt finding that this encouraged 
idleness, they fixed upon a definite sum to be granted to 
beneficiaries, throwing them for support, in some measure^ 
on their own resources. In 1820, another nfethod of as- 
sisting them by loans was adopted; and an obligatioii 
required of them, to refund one half the amount received. 
This was found to operate so favorably, that since 1826 
an obligation has been required io refund the whole with 
interest, after a reasonable time subsequent to the bene^ 
ficiary's education, and his entrance upon the active du- 
ties of his profession. The notes, however, of foreign 
and domestic missionaries, and of ministers settled over 
feeble churches, may be cancelled at the discretion of the 
Board of Directors. The sum annually furnished is 48 
dollars or 9/. 125. sterling, to academical students, and 75 
dollars or 15/. sterling, to collegiate and theological stii-' 
dents. Since its foundation, the society have assisted 
2,1258 young men ; of those who received aid from the 
funds of the society, during the year 1835, 200 were con- 
nected with 17 theological seminaries, 533 with 37 col- 
leges, and 302 with academical and public schools ; — mak- 
ing in all 1,040 young men connected with 152 institutions 
of learning. The whole amount refunded, by beneficiaries, 
since they have entered on the ministry, is 14,111 dollari 
16 cents, and their earnings, by preaching and school- 
keeping, 132,623 dollars, or 26,524/. sterling. The so- 
ei^ty publishes a journal, entitled the '* AmerieaD< Quar- 
terly Register." 
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The American Sunday School Union, after the plan of 
that established in Great Britian by Robert Raikes, is 
entirely under the direction of laymen. No clergyman 
can ever be an officer or. manager of the society ; and to 
secure a more perfect concurrence .of Christians, the 
agents, missionaries, and other persons employed by the 
society, are selected indiscriminately from different denom- 
inations. Its object is " the establishment and support of 
Sunday schools, and the distribution of the society's pub- 
lications at the lowest prices, or gratuitously, not only in 
America, hut at the various Protestant missionary stations 
on the earth, where they are wante^dfor English readers, as 
well as for the aid of compilers and translators in native 
languages." The reports of this society, up to May, 1835, 
show that there are, or have been connected with it, 
16,000 schools 115,000 teachers, and 799,000 pupils. The 
publications cost 1 mill per page, (equal to about one-third 
of a farthing.) 

" The American Tract Society " whose object it is to 
distribute tracts *' for the promotion of morality, and re- 
Jigion," has received during the ten year^ of its existence 
the sum of 225,304 dollars 25 cents, 6t above 45,000/. 
sterling, with which they have published 754 new pub- 
lications, and distributed altogether 481,990,418 pages. 

The most important feature of *' the American Unitarian 
Association" is the establishment, in Boston, of a ministry 
for the moral and spiritual benefit of such of the poor as 
have no place of worship, and no religious instruction. 
The benefits which this ministry confers on the poor, in 
the person of the benevolent and eloquent Rev. Joseph 
Tuckerman, are incalculable ; and it is perhaps the most 
charitable institution in that philanthropic city. 

On the whole, it appears that the receipts of the prin- 
cipal benevolent institutions in the United States during 
the year 1835 amounted to 815,302 dollars 23 cents, or 
163,000/. sterling. 

All these societies are formed for the promotion of 
morality, religion, and education ; and impose a tax of 
Bs, sterling per annum on every white inhabitant of the 
United States. When to this are added the ordinary 
taxes for the support of common schools, it will be found 
that the Americans pay more for the moral and religious 
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improveniient of society, than any other nation, England 
herself, in proportion to her population, not excepted. 
And yet they have been reproached with selfishness ; with 
a sordid attachment to pecuniary gain and profit, and a 
total neglect of the nobler qualities of the mind ! *' Moii- 
ey," it has been added, *'is the sole talisman of the Amer- 
icans ; " but not a word has been said of the manner in 
which they disburse it. Europeans could see no other 
causes of prosperity in the United States, than the mtr' 
cantile habits of their inhabitants, and the immense nat* 
ural resources of the country. But the time will come 
when they will be convinced of their error — when the 
moral progress of America will keep pace with her phy- 
sical development, and her influence on mankind, in gen- 
eral, be hailed with joyful gratitude. ^ 



CHAPTEK VIII. 



AMERlCfAN INDUSTRY. QUICKNESS OF MOTION. AGRI- 
CULTURE. THE WEST. CHARACTER OF WESTERN SET- 
TLERS. INFLUENCE OF THE WESTERN SETTLEMENTS 

ON THE POLITICAL PROSPECTS OP AMERICA. FOREfON 

SETTLERS. GERMANS. IRISH. REMOVAL OP THE 

INDIANS. AMERICAN SERVANTS. RELATION OF THE 

RICH TO THE POOR. 



There is, probably, no people on earth with whom busi- 
ness constitutes pleasure, and industry amusement, in an 
equal degree with the inhabitants of the United States of 
America. Active occupation is not only the principal 
source of their happiness, and the foundation of their 
national greatness, but they are absolutely wretched with- 
out it, and instead of the " dolce far niente" know but 
the horrors of idleness. Business is the very soul of an 
American : he pursues it, not as a means of procuring for 
himself and his family the necessary comforts of life, but 
as the fountain of all human felicity ; and shows as much 
enthusiastic ardor in his application to it as any crusader 
ever evinced for the conquest of the Holy Land, or the 
followers of Mohammed for the spreading of the Koran.^^ 

From the earliest hour in the morning till late at night, 
the streets, offices, and warehouses of the large cities are 
thronged by men of all trades and professions, each fol- 
lowing his vocation like a per petuum mobile, as if he never 
dreamed of cessation from labor, or the possibility of be- 
coming fatigued. If a lounger should happen to be pa- 
rading the street, he would be sure to be justled off the 
ifiide-wa)k, or to be pushed in every direction, until he keeps 
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time with the rest. Should he meet a friend, he will only 
talk to him on business : on 'change they will only htar 
him on business ; and if he retire to some house of enter- 
tainment, he will again be entertained with business.. 
Wherever he goes, the hum and bustle oibusiness will fol- 
low him ; and whe;i he finally sits down to his dinner, 
hoping there, at least, to find an hour of rest, he will dis- 
cover, to his sorrow, that the Americans treat that as a 
business too, and despatch it in less time than he is able 
to stretch his limbs under the mahogany. In a very few 
minutes, the clang of steel and silver will cease, and he 
will again be lefl to his solitary reflections, while the rest 
are about their business. In the evenings, if he have tto 
friends or aqquaintances, none will intrude on his retire- 
ment ; fpr the people are either at home with their fami- 
lies, or preparing for the business of the next day* 

Whoever goes to the United States, for the, .purpose of 
settling there, must resolve, iii his mind, to find pleasure 
in business, and business in pleasure, or he .will be dis- 
appointed, and wish himself back to the sociable idleness 
of Europe. Nor can any one travel in th^ United States 
without making a business of it. In vain would he hope 
to proceed fit his ease : he must prepare to go at the rate 
of fifteen or twenty miles an hour, or conclude to stay 
quietly at home. He must not expect to stop, except at 
the places fixed upon by the proprietors of the road or 
the steamboat ; and if he happen to take a friend by the 
hand an instant after the sign of departure is given, he is 
either left behind, or carried on against his intention, and 
has to inquire after his luggage in another state or terri- 
tory. The habit of posting being unknown, he is obliged 
to travel tn company wi^h the large caravans which are 
daily starting from, and arriving at, all the large cities, 
under convoy of a thousand puffing and clanking engines, 
where all thoughts of pleasure are speedily converted into 
sober reflections on the safety of property and persons. 
He must resign the gratification of his own individual 
tastes to the wishes of the majority who are travelling on 
businessi and with whom speed is infinitely more impor- 
tant than all that contributes to pleasure; he must eat, 
drink, sleep, and wake, when they do, and has no other 
remedy for the catalogue of his distresses but the hoj^e of 
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their speedy terminatioD. Arrived at the period of bis 
suflferings he must be cautious how he gives vent to his 
j5y, for he must stop quickly if his l^usy conductor shall 
not hurl him on again on a new journey. 

Neither is this hurry of business confined to the large 
cities, or the method of travelling ; it comnranicates it- 
self to every village and hamlet, and extends to, and 
pebetrates, the western forests. Town and country rival 
with each other in the eagerness of industrious pursuits. 
Machines are invented, new lines of communication 
established, and the depths of the sea explored to afford 
scope for the spirit of enterprise; and it is as if all 
'America were but one gigantic workshop, over the en- 
trance of which there is the blazing inscription " No adr 
mission here, except on businessJ** 

The position of a man of leisure in the United States is 
far from being enviable ; for unless he take delight in 
literary and scientific pursuits, he is not only left with- 
out companions to enjoy his luxuriant ease, but, what is 
worse, he forfeits the respect of his fellow -citizens, who, 
by precept Bnd example, are determined to discounte- 
nance idleness. That the influence of such a system 
must be highly beneficial to the national standard of 
morality, is, of itself, sufficiently evident, and another 
cause for the comparatively small number of crimes coin- 
mitted in the United States, and the general correctness 
of principle which pervades all clssses of society. There 
is more philosophy and morality contained in the admoni- 
tion of Dr. Panglos, *' Travaillons notre jardin,^* than 
Voltaire intended to put in his mouth ; and this philoso- 
phy the Americans possess by instinct* 

Labor is as essential to their well-being a^ food and 
raiment to an European. This national characteristic 
of Americans, together with their love of independence, 
i$ a complete commentary on the history of all their 
settlements, and the progress of manufactures and com- 
merce. Thousands of persons who, as servants, or in 
other inferior walks of life, might be able to provide for 
themselves in the large cities, emigrate to the western 
woods, to procure for themselves a larger field of enter- 
prise and useful occupation. There is no hardship or 
privation incident to the lives of new settlers, which their 
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robust and athletic coastitutions would not wiUinglj 
suffer, to gratify their insatiable desire after active and 
independent labor : there is no pleasure within the range 
of all a city can afford equal to the proud satisfaction of 
beholding the daily results of their indefatigable exer- 
tions. These phenomena it would be in vain to explain 
by the mere spirit of adventure. There are no gold 
mines in the western states ; no active commerce equal 
to that from which they emigrate ; no accumulated wealth 
to allure their covetousness. The riches of the soil can 
only be explored by active labor and a series of harassing 
details, connected with the sacrifice of every convenience 
of life : the commerce of the explored region is to be 
created by new roads and lines of communication, which 
call for new and increased exertion on the part of the 
settlers ; and it is only after a period of many years their 
sturdy industry can hope for an adequate reward of ease 
and prosperity. Such prospects are not apt to allure the 
weak, either in body or mind, and require a determine^ 
tion and steadiness of purpose totally incompatible with 
the vague and loose spirit of adventure. 

Neither is there any thing in the character of the 
western people which could give the least foundation to 
such a suspicion. They are a hardy persevering racOf 
inured to every toil to which human nature can be sub- 
jected, and always ready to encounter danger and hard' 
ships with a degree of cheerfulness which it is easily 
perceived is the effect of moral courage and conscious- 
ness of power. They are distinguished from the rest of 
the Americans, and, perhaps, the rest of mankind, by^ 
huge athletic frames of body, a peculiar naivete in their 
manners, and a certain grotesqueness of humor, which, 
as far as I am acquainted, is not to be found in any 
other part of the United States. There amphibious na- 
ture — ^being obliged to make themselves, at an early 
period of their lives, familiar with the navigation of the 
western rivers — ^together with the boldness of their dis- 
position, has won for them the characteristic appellation 
of '* half horsCf and half alligator ; " which, in the lan- 
guage of the western Americans, is full as honorable a 
term as the "jprctia; chevaliers,^* applied to the chivalry of 
the middle ages ; though they prefer the rifle «li^4 ^3DR^ 
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somewhat barbarous amusement of ** gouging " to the 
more knightly combat with spears and lances. 

It appears, then, that the universal disposition of 
Americans to emigrate to the western wilderness, in 
order to enlarge their d<>minion over inanimate nature, is 
the actual result of an expansive power, which is ipherent 
in them, and which, bj continually agitating all classes 
of society, is constantly throwing a large portion of the 
whole population on the extreme confines of the state, in 
order to gain space for its development. Hardly is a 
new slate or ^territory formed, before the same principle 
manifests itself again, and gives rise to a further emigra- 
tion ; and so is it destined to go on until a physical 
barrier must finally obstruct its progress. 

The Americans, who do not pretend to account for this 
principle at all,* are nevertheless aware of its existence, 
and act and legislate on all occasions as if they were to 
enjoy the benefits of the next century. Money and 
property is accumulated for no other visible purpose than 
being left t6 the next generation, which is brought up in 
the same industrious habits, in order to leave their 
children a still greater inheritance. The laboring classes 
of Europe, the merchants, and even professional men, are 
striving to obtain a certain competency, with which they 
are always willing to retire : the Americans pursue 
business with unabated vigor till the very hour of death, 
with no other benefits for themselves than the satisfaction 
of having enriched their country and their children. 
Fortunes, which, on the continent of Europe, and even in 
England, would be amply sufiicient for an independent 
existence, are in America increased with an assiduity 
which is hardly equalled by the industrious zeal of a poor 
beginner, and the term of *'rcw/ier" is entirely unknown. 
The luxurious enjoyments which riches alone can pro- 
cure are neither known nor coveted in the United States; 
and the possession of property, far from rendering them 
indolent, seems to be only an additional stimulus to un- 
remitting exertion. 

In this disposition of Americans the attentive peruser 
of history must evidently behold a wise dispensation of 

* Compare the Remarks on American Literature, Chapter IV. - 
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Providence, though it raaj, for a time, impede the proi- 
gress of refinement and the arts. Without the spirit. of 
enterprise and the taste for active labor, the immense 
resources of the country, and the facility with which 
riches are acquired, would become the means of indi- 
vidual and national corruption and the introduction of 
expensive habits, which would not only underntinie the 
private morals of the people, but eventually subvert their 
republican government. 

The sudden introduction of European refinements, if 
it were possible to make them universal, would, at this 
period, be the ruin of the American constitution. The 
framers of that noble work, perhaps the proudest achieve- 
ment of the human mind, did not contemplate a state of 
society as it exists in Europe, and could, therefore, with 
safety repose the highest power and trust in the virtue 
and integrity of the people. America was then but thinlj 
settled, and her population spread over a wide surface ; 
her inhabitants were distinguished for the simplicity of 
their manners and the high moral rectitude of their 
character; they were a highly civilized people, though 
they could not have been called refined in the sense in 
which the term is applied in the fashionable circles of 
London, and Paris. It was of the utmost importance for 
the safety of the government, which» at that time, wa9 
only an experiment^ that the people should retain their 
simple habits^ until age should give strength to the con- 
stitution, and accustomed the people readily to submit to 
the newly-instituted authorities. It was necessary for the 
rulers, as well as the governed, to acquire a routine of 
business, ^nd to eistablish' that mutual confidence in one 
another, without which every free government must jsoon 
be converted into despotism. 

An habitual obedience to the law was to be created 
without the intercession of force, which, at the beginning 
of a republic, where the rulers- and the governed are yet 
too nearly on a level with one another, partakes always 
more or less of the character of usurpation, and threat^nf 
the dissolution of government. This was the case with 
ithe republic of France, and hence its speedy overthrow. 
The habits and morals of a people are the surest guaran- 
tee of ^be isontifluaoi^e of any government ; they are the 
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life and essence of its existence, without which the con- 
stitution is but a dead letter. The charter must live in 
the minds of the governed, or it will soon be carried to 
flie grave. 

The thinly-scattered population assisted the government 
prodigiously in cooling the passions of the discontented, 
or in rendering them harmless. Evien the multiplicity of 
interests and parties proved an additional security, as it 
weakened the power of the opposition, and prevented 
them from uniting under any one principle, the carrying 
of which might have endangered the safety of the consti- 
tution. Every liberal government must, in the' outset, 
depend more on the weakness of the apposition than on its 
own strength, which it is dangerous to increase before 
tbe rights of the governed have become the common law 
of the country. The history of France furnishes a com- 
plete index to this truth, while a special providence 
seems to have presided over the destinies of America. 
It is with regard to this principle that the western settlers 
^ are of incalculable advantage to the government; for not 
only is by their means the population of the Atlantic 
states relieved of its annual inci^ease, but new sources of 
wealth opened to the nation at large, which increase the 
occupation and prosperity of those who remain. Every 
new settlement requires laborers for the construction of 
roads, canals, &c., to facilitate its communication with 
the Atlantic states, and every new road and canal in- 
creases the commerce of the seaports. 

But it is not the general prosperity of the people — 
though of course this must be counted aniong its happi- 
est results, — it is their useful occupation, and the creation 
of new and powerful interests, which are of the greatest 
advantage to the government. Every new colony of set- 
tlers contains within itself a nucleus of republican insti- 
tutions, and revives, in a measure, the history of the first 
settlers. Its relation to the Atlantic states is similar to 
ttie situation of the early colonies with regard to the 
mdther country, and contains the elements of freedom. 
Every society which is thus formed must weaken the fury 
•f parties by diminishing the points of contact— ^while the 
growing power of the western states becomes a salatary 
phec^ on tl|Q 8preQdin|^ of pertain doctrines, which ^r^ 
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continually importing from Europe, and to the evil influ- 
ence of which the Atlantic states are more particularly 
exposed. 

The western states, from their peculiar position, are 
supposed to develope all the resources and peculiarities 
of democratic governments, without being driven to ex* 
cesses by the opposition of contrary principles. Their 
number too augments the intensity of republican life by 
increasing the number of rallying points, without which 
the principle of liberty would be too much weakened by 
expansion. It is a peculiarly happy feature of the con- 
stitution of the United States, that every state has itself 
an independent government, and becomes thus the repos- 
itory of its own liberties. 

The inhabitant of Arkansas, Illinois^ or Indiana, living 
on the confines of the state, and the very skirts of civili- 
zation, would, in all probability, be less tif a patriot if his 
attachment to the country were only to be measured by 
his adherence to the general government. He would be 
too remote from the centre of action to feel its immedi- 
ate influence, and not sufficiently affected by the political 
proceedings of the state to consider them paramount to 
the local interests of his neighborhood. Political life 
would grow fainter in proportion to its remoteness from 
the seat of legislation, and the energies of the people, in- 
stead of being roused by the necessity of action^ would 
degenerate into a passive acknowledgment of the protect 
tion offered by the government. This is more or less the 
case in every country, except England and America, and 
perhaps the principal reason of their little progress«in 
freedom. Hence the feverish excitement in their capi- 
tals and large towns, and the comparative inertness and 
palsy of the country. 

Every town and village in America has its peculiar re- 
publican government, based on the principle of election, 
and is, within its own sphere, as free and independent as 
a sovereign state. On this broad basis rests the whole 
edi£ce of American liberty. Freedonti takes its root at 
home, in the native village or town of an American. The 
county, representing the aggregate of the towns and vil- 
lages, is but an enlargement of the same principle : the 
state itself represents the different counties $ and the con- 

18» 
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fress of the United States represents the different states, 
n every place, in every walk of life, an American finds 
some rallying point or centre of political attachment. 
His sympathies are first enlisted by the government of his 
ndtive village ; then, by that of the county ; then, by the 
state itself; and finally, by that of the Union. If he is 
ambitious, he is obliged to make an humble beginning at 
home, and figure in his native town or county ; thence he 
is promoted to the dignity of representative or senator of 
his state; and it is only after he has held these prepara- 
tory stations that he can hope to enjoy the honor of rep- 
resentative or senator in the congress of the nation.- Thus 
the county is the preparatory school for the politician of 
the state, and the state furnishes him with a proper intro- 
duction to national politics. 

The advantages of this system are manifold. It creates 
political action where otherwise all would be passiveness 
and stupor; it begets attachment to the institutions of the 
country by multiplying the objects of their political affec- 
tion,* and bringing them within the sphere of every indi- 
vidual ; it cools the. passions of political pairties, by offer- 
ing them frequent opportunities of spending themselves 
on various subjects, and in various directions; it estab- 
Hshes a strong-hold of liberty in every village and town, 
and accustoms all classes of society to a republican gov- 
ernment ; it enforces submission to laws and institutions 
which are the type of those of the nation ; and it furnish- 
es numerous schools for young politicians, obliging them 
to remain sufficiently long in each not to enter the univer- 
sity of congress without age and proper experience. This 
system, while it lasts — and there are no symptoms of its 
being speedily abolished — will prevent novices in politics 
from entering the senate or house of representatives of 
the United States, and reserve the dignity of president 
for the wisdom of sexagenarians. In France, where no 
similar freedom and independence exist in the provinces, 
where the system of centralization is constantly forcing 
the whole political power into the capital and a few of the 
large towns, leaving the country without life, motion, or 
means of defence, all attempts to establish a rational sys- 
tem of liberty were confined to its superstructure, with- 
out enlarging its foundation. The most awful lessons of 
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history have been taught to her people ini vain ; and it 
seems as if they were the only nation who never profit 
by experience. 

The western states of America are each a nursery of 
freedom : every new settlement is already a republic in 
embryo. They extend political life in every direction, and 
establish so many new fortified points, that the principle 
of liberty has nothing to dread from a partial invasion of 
its territory. 

Every new state, 'therefore, is a fresh guarantee for the 
Continuance of the American constitution, and directs 
the attention of the people to new sources of happiness 
and wealth. It increases the interest of ail in upholding 
the general government, and makes individual success 
dependent on national prosperity. But every year which 
is added to its existence increases its strength and cohe- 
sion, by reducing obedience to a habit, and adding to the 
respect which is due to age. If it be true that the life of 
nations and political institutions resembles that of individ- 
uals, it is equally true, that the different periods of their 
development are exposed to the same dangers. One third 
of all that are born die in childhood ; the greater number 
of them are healthy during the period of their manhood, 
and all must eventually die of old age. Climate and sbil 
breed particular diseases, which must be cured according 
to their peculiar constitutions; but of these, fevers and 
consumptions are the most dreaded. Violent cures are 
apt to weaken the system, but are often rendered unavoid- 
able by a criminal delay of the proper remedies; and a 
total neglect of them is sure to produce an incurable dis- 
temper. A child is exposed to more diseases than a'man ; 
and so is it with a young country. America is fast ap- 
proaching her period of pupillarity, and the constitution 
of a century will be established on a firmer basis than 
that of a dozen years. The people will have experienced 
its blessings, and cherish it as the venerable inheritance 
of their fathers. Each succeeding generation will be 
born with an increased respect for itj and will be taught, 
at school, to consider it as the basis of their happineiis. 
Age always commands reverence ; and the people are not 
so easily persuaded to lend their aid in the destruction 
of a government under which tbej hare prospered ibr 
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centuries, than of one within their own recollection and 
of their own making) which they may hope to rebuild on 
a new plan. We quit reluctantly an old mansion; though 
a new and better one should be offered to our habitation ; 
and the force of habit and the endearment of time are 
atronger than the force of principles or the power 6f ar- 
gument. I think that the Americans have, spontaneous- 
ly, found the right track; and that no better admonition 
can be ^iven to the young republic than the wise saying 
of Dr. Panglos, which can never be too often repeated, 
*' Que chacun travaille son jar din J ^ 

But the western territory of America is not wholly 
peopled by emigrants from the Atlantic states ; a large 
number of the inhabitants being settlers from Switzerland 
* and Germany. The Irish, though emigrating to the 
United States in large numbers, prefer, generally, a- resi- 
dence in a city, with such transient occupation as- they 
may find, to the quiet industry of the Germans, who are 
more particularly attached to the cultivation of the soil. 
The advantages of the German cultivators in the United 
States over all other competitors are, indeed, numerous ; 
but most of them arise from the manner in which they 
emigrate, and settle in the varipus districts. 

Whoever has witnessed, the parting of a caravan of 
Germans from their friends and relations, or their pro- 
ceeding on the way until they re^ch the seaport of their 
destination, will be convinced of their resolute determi- 
nation to make America their home, and to assist each 
other in their new vocation of settlers. This^I consider 
the principal reason of their success. Having no longer 
an alternative before them, they apply themselves to the 
cultivation of the soil, not as adventurers for the sake of 
experiment, but as farmers, who mean to keep possession 
of it. They prefer the western states for their settlements, 
and, being in this manner at once cut off from an uninter- 
rupted correspondence with the country which gave them 
birth, soon learn to make themselves a home in America. 
They direct their undivided energies towards improving 
their estates, instead of lingering in a state of indecision 
with their eyes half turned towards their native land. 
The habit of remaining together, and settling whole town- 
jhips or villages, serves to render their exile less painful. 
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and enables them, if the phrase be permitted, to transfer 
a part of their own country to the vast solitudes of the 
new world. They hardly feel that they are strangers in 
the land of their adoption, as long as each of them sees 
in his neighbor the friend of his youth, or the companion 
of his childhood. A man cannot be said to have left his 
home if he be not separated from his nearest relations^ 
or from those who are most dear to his heart. In this 
manner the German emigrants in the United States pre* 
serve, to a great degree, their original simplicity of man- 
ners ; and, being frugal by habit, and sociable by nature, 
are soon able to rear their little hamlets by mutual ^assist- 
ance, and 4o give stability and permanency to their set- 
tlements. Being not much given to money speculations, 
their care is less to hoard riches than to improve and in- 
crease their estates, and, by that means, they hardly ever 
fail to become independent and opulent. They are less 
enterprising than the native Americans, especially the 
New Englanders, on ^hich account they are often con- 
sidered dull and inactive ; but they yield to no part of the 
population of the United States in unremitting labor and 
persevering industry. There are few of them grow rich 
by sudden turns of good luck ; but it is a comparatively 
rare case to see any of them behindhand in the manage- 
ment of their household; and, preferring, from inclinar 
tion, agriculture to commerce, they are less exposed to 
the caprices of fortune, and more certain of ultimate suc- 
cess. They are universally allowed to possess the finest 
farms in the United States, because it is their settled 
maxim not to hold more land than they are able to culti- 
vate, and to keep it for their own use, and not for the pur- 
pose of speculation. The dwelling of a German farmer 
is generally humble ; but his granary and stables are of 
huge dimensions, and exhibit the provident husbandman. 
The improvement of his farm is with him a more urgent 
consideration than his own individual comfort His cat?- 
tle are the object of much solicitude, and his labor is the 
more productive as it is seconded by every member of hk 
family. 

It is a fact no less curious than remarkable, that tbes^ 
characteristics of German farmers apply to all of thei^, 
in whatever part of the counti^ they may' h^ure {ottMi 
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their settlements ; and that there is, in this respect, no 
difference between a settler in Pennsylvania, Ohio, Illi- 
nois, or the valley of the Mississippi. Neither the soil 
nor the climate seems to change their daanners and cus- 
toms. I have seen German settlers in Hungary and 
Transylvania resembling those of Pennsylvania, as much 
as one New Englander resembles another ; but wherever 
they dwell, and to whatever country they may emigrate, 
I have always known them to be sober, industrious, and 
living on good terms with each other and their neighbors. 
Nor does time change their habits materially. The 
Moravian settlers of Georgia, who went to America 
under the kind auspices of General Oglethorpe, were in 
this respect substantially the same a^ those who emigrat- 
ed p/eviously to Carolina and, Pennsylvania ; and the 
description of the latter, given by William Penn, corres- 
'jjtL^ ponds yet with those of the present inhabitants of that 
state. ^ 

Until recently, the emigrants from Grermany were 
chiefly composed of agriculturists, with an occasional 
admixture of operatives ; but the late unfortunate struggle 
for liberty in Germany has, within the last five or six 
years, caused the expatriation of a- more intellectual class; 
and, accordingly, settlements have been made in the val- 
ley of the Mississippi and in the state of Illinois, by a 
body of Germans whose education fitted them rather for 
the drawing-room and the closet, than for the hardships 
x>f cultivating the soil. Yet they, have cheerfully embrac- 
ed their new vocation ; and of physicians, lawyers, theo- 
logical and other students, who arrived about three years 
ago in the United States, have become active husbandmen, 
though they were obliged to resign the romantic idea of 
founding a ^^ New Germany ^^ in the western territory of 
the United States. Infimediately after their arrival they 
established a^ji'ess and a paper, in which they published 
the history of their little settlement. Extracts from it, 
speaking in highly favorable terms of the climate and 
soil, appeared in nearly all the public prints of Germany ; 
and large numbers of their countrymen are preparing for 
' the same destination* ' ■ ■ 

I ought yet to observe, in this place, that it is absurd to 
V MffiUlB ia America with the intention of hiring the labor 
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of the poor. The price of it is high, and cannot always 
be commanded with money. The Germans especially 
prefer working on a farm, in which they have an interest, 
ortheTiope of ultimately possessing a part of it — which is 
the surest means of making them eventually independent. 
Proud, in his "History of Pennsylvania," observed 
already the singular circumstance of most of the poor 
laboring classes becoming rich, while men of property^ 
commencing with large fortunes and estates, were gradu- 
ally becoming poor; and alluded to the singular habit of 
some Germans of property, to hire themselves out as 
servants, until they obtain a sufficient knowledge of the 
climate and soil to commence business on their own 
account. 

The quiet temper of the Germans does not allow them 
to take a very active part in politics, though their number 
would be sufficient to form a most powerful party. In 
Penusylvania they have, nevertheless, acquired great in- 
fluence, and 4he governors of that State have, for many 
years past, been selected from amongst their countrymen. 
This is a matter so much settled by mutual consent, that, 
even at the last election, when there were two democratic 
and one whig candidate for office, all three were taken 
from the ranks of the Germans, and none other would 
have had the least chance of success. In the state of 
Ohio, though it was originally settled by emigrants from 
New England, there are, at present, not less than from 
thirty-five to forty thousand German voters. The state 
of New York, though originally settled by the Dutch, 
contains, r^evertheless, a large German population in 
several counties, especially in that of Columbia, which 
gave birth to Mr. Van Buren, the present vice-president, 
and, in all probability, the next president of the United 
States. The state of Maryland contains a large propor- 
tion of German voters; the population of Illinois is 
nearly one third German ; and the valley of the Missis- 
sippi is being settled by thousands of new emigrants from 
Europe. I do not think it an exaggeration to state, that 
not less than one hundred thousand votes are annually 
cast by Germans, and that, in less than twenty years^ 
their number will have increased to half a million. In 
the city of ISew York the Germans have already ^ ^^«x 
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influence on the election of mayor and the other city 
officers; the number of those who tire entitled to vote 
amounting now to three thousand five hundred* 

Under these circumstances, ^^ihe German vote^^^ as it is 
termed, becomes a matter of great solicitude with politi- 
cians of all ranks and persuasions; and, accordingly, 
newspapers in their own language are established in all 
parts of the United States where they bave settled. ' In 
Pennsylvania alone there are now more than thirty Ger- 
man (mostly weekly) papers ; and in Ohio and Illinois, as 
many more are publisbed and circulated. A considerable 
number of them is also published in Maryland ; and the 
*^New York Staatszeitung" was entirely established by 
the democratic Germans of that city. If these papers 
were ably directed by a standard publication in^ any of 
the large cities, whose editor should understand the pecu- 
liarities of the Germdn mind, the local circumstances of 
their settlements, and their relation to the general gov- 
ernment, they could be made a most powerful political 
engine, which would give strength and perpetuity to any 
party in whose favor it should once declare itself. 

But the Germans in the United States haye, to this 
day, no powerful political organ to express their opinions 
and sentiments ; and their policy, therefore, is but a reflec- 
tion .from the ruling doctrines of the other states : they 
are unconscious of their power, and more bent on in- 
creasing their numbers, than on concentrating their 
efforts, and directing them to a certain point. The Ger- 
mans in America are not so easily excited as their brethren 
to the south or north, and are consequently often indif- 
ferent on a variety of minor questions, the connection of 
which with the more important principles of goyernment, 
seems to escape their immediate notice. In this man- 
ner they are often defeated in their own ranks, and, 
contrary to their intentions and purposes, made the tool 
of insidious politicians. 3ut no sooner is an important 
question of state agitated, than they unite again; and, 
despite of all efforts to disseminate discord by appealing 
to their prejudices and local interests, — an appeal which 
is hardly ever made in vain to the inhabitants of any 
other section of the country,— --persevere in supporting the 
iDen and principles of their adoption. 
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They are not apt to speculate on politics, but rather 
act in accordance with general maxims, which are as 
liberal as possible, and of which thej lysver question the 
utility, provided they agree with their ideas of moral and 
political justice. They seldom enter on details, J21K 
never desert a principle ; and are, therefore, le^^t actuat- 
ed by motives of interest and selfishness. Their practical 
sense is republican ; and, as I have previously observed, 
they are democratic almost by instinct.* But the time 
may come when they will be conscious of their power; 
and they will then form a party, the strength and impor- 
tance of which will, in all probability, be beyond the 
computation of mere abstract politicians. 

For the education of youth, the Germans in Pennsyl- 
vania and Ohio have as yet done little, when compared 
with the efforts of the New England states for the gene- 
ral diffusion of learning. In 1833 there were yet a large ^^ 
number of children in both states who could neither read 
nor write, and, although improvenients are gradually 
making in the system of instruction, it is not to be ex- 
pected, that, in this respect, an equality will soon be 
effected with the other states.t The reminiscences of the 
Germans in the United States of their former situation in 
Europe are not calculated to inspire the humbler classes 
with a particular regard for the sciences. They were 
oppressed by men of literary pretensions at home ; and 
the unusual number of feed clerks with whoni the king- 
dom of Wurtemberg (which furnishes the greatest num- 
ber of emigrants) was yet, a few years ago, infested as 
with a plague, struck the peasantry of that country with 
horror for every thing which, in their provincial dialect, 
they called a ** schreiberle *' (little scribbler.) I remember 
some years ago, when travelling in Pennsylvania, to have 
asked a German at Easton, (a town situated about sixty 
miles from Philadelphia,) whether he would not bo glad 
to see a college established in his place,| which would 

* I have given the reason of this in chapter III. 

f What I have here said of the state of education in Ohio, applies 
merely to its German population. The New England settlers have 
excellent schools and semmaries of learning. 

t I^fayette College' h»$ since been est^li^ed in Easton, even by 
the co-operations of some well-infoimed Qehnans of that ^l^^o^ 

19 



nfford hiih children ati opportanitj of saperior institietibn ? 
fie merely shrugged his sboulders, and obseryed) that his 
Bens should not g<hto it, as he intended them for actitefArmh 
ers, and not for lazy thieves, to live on other people* s induS" 
Iry. Not even the prospect of realizing a larger income 
froin his estate by the influ^t of students from Fhihidel- 
phia and New York cotild quiet his apprehensions of t-he 
abuse of learning ; and the idea that any of his childrea 
should quit the paternal estate in order to study a profes- 
sion, which would change their simple manners into the 
more fashionable carriage of gentlemen, proved a perfect 
torture to his mind. There is so much philosophy aqd good 
sense in this species of ignorance that one might almost 
call it ingenious, though it contrasts sadly with the habits 
of the more aspiring population of the eastern statcfs, 
who are never satisfied unless their sons are called doc- 
. tors or lawyers. 

The profession of the law is rarely embraced by Ger- 
mans; and, accordingly, most of the gentlemen of the 
bar, in the German settlements of the United States, are 
either from New England or Ireland. The idea of going 
to law strikes a German as something wrong and debas- 
ing, and in case he is obliged to have recourse to it, he 
prefers to hire some one to do it for him. This is a sen- 
timent which pervades, not only the German population 
of America, but also a considerable portion of the people 
of Germany itself The profession of the law, to which 
that of politics is so closely allied, is, by German writers 
of eminence, in the most uncharitable manner, called a 
prostitute amongst the sciences ; because it is the only one 
which, instead of proposing the investigation of absolute 
truth, renders the noblest powers of the mind subservient 
to mere temporal benefits, which are often incompatible 
with honor or justice. The theologian, the mathemati- 
cian, the physician, &,c., are all paid for the investigation 
afid assertion of positive truth, or, at least, of what they 
consider as such. The lawyer alone is knowingly feed 
for its perversion. So privileged is he in his calling, that 
we can hear him plead the cause of a notorious culprit, 
or see him employ the best faculties of his understanding 
to prove the correctness of that which he hardly credits 
himself^ without being prejudiced against his character. 



But the prostitution of the mind is more abject than that 
of the body, and just in th^t ratio more humiliating and 
degrading as mind is superior to matter. 

Reason becomes madness ; benefit a curse ; . ♦ 

Alas ! that thou should'st be an heir ! 
That right which has been bom with thee, 
Thai right alone they know not* 

Nothing can be further from me than the belief that 
the practice of the law must necessarily be attended by 
such moral disadvantages ; but it is certainly liable to very 
great abuses. How often is not lawful right opposed to 
moral justice, and the advocate, through whose instru- 
mentality the former is asserted, compelled to offend 
against the latter ? In how many cases does not the issue 
of a litigation depend on mere forms ? — on the omission 
of a word, or the want of precision of language, in a le- 
gal instrument ? And is not the advocate obliged to take 
advantage of all such circumstances ? It is true he does 
not appear in his own cause, but merely represents bis 
client. He only says that for his client which the latter 
himself would say if he were endowed with legal knowl- 
edge. But this dpes not rid the profession of the re- 
proach to which it is. unfortunately exposed ; because^ 
when the client is a knave, the superior skill of the ad- 
vocate is employed in perfecting his craft, and in injur- 
ing his honest adversary. 

Neither can the advocate previously examine the cause 
of bis client, to satisfy himself of the truth or justice of 
the cause : he has not even a right to do so ; for this 
would be constituting himself jud^e of the case, and give 
rise to the still greater abuse of turning away clients 
vrhieh are poor, or whose adversaries are rich aiid powesv 
ful. He is, in fact, obliged to take up the case at U it 
stated to Mm^ or as it appears on trial; and it is but the 
verdict of the jury which informs him of its legal justice* 
He is compelled to start from premises, the eorrectoeas 
of which it is neither in his power or his duty to aseer*' 



* " Verowfl vird Unsinn, Woklthat, Plage ; 
Weh dir, dass du ein Enkel bist ! 
yom^chte^ dass mil dirseboren isL 

Von dem ist leider, nie oie Fisifp^ --Oi&!TB^i^ 
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tain or examine, and is, therefore, in the exercise of his 
jprofession, less concerned in the investigation of absolute 
truth than men of science in every other department. 

The imperfection, however, does not properly exist in 
the advocates, but in the law itself The laws of nature 
and of God are immutable, and in perfect harmony with 
each other in their most remote consequences. Those of 
men are the product of a finite intelligence, and are,- 
therefore, subject to frequent changes, and liable to disa- 
gree with each other. They are enacted for specific pur- 
poses, not always corresponding with the universal laws 
of the world, but protecting the peculiar interests of hu- 
man institution : they are adapted to circumstances, and 
to the state of society in each country ; not to the abstract 
properties of humanity, and are, therefore, often favor- 
ing peculiar trades and professions, at the expense of phi- 
losophical justice. Thus, the laws against forgeries, and 
other crimes against property, are established for the pro- 
tection of credit; military and naval laws for the main- 
tenance of discipline, &c. In all these cases the legis- 
lators consider, principally, the immediate advantages, 
and not the moral consequences of the law ; their object 
is to secure a direct and positive benefit, though in so do- 
ing they may infringe on the natural rights of individuals. 
One principle is often sacrificed to another — as the minor 
interests must yield to the community at large, and the 
prosperity and happiness of individuals to the national 
progress of the commonwealth. 

It is this peculiar property of jurisprudence which dis- 
tinguishes it from every other science; and tinges, in the 
opinion of many, even the moral and intellectual charac- 
ter of advocates. Besides, the profession of the law is, 
more frequently tha0 any other, embraced for its worldly- 
advantages ; and Archimedes' reply to the scholar who 
wished to study mathematics because their application 
had rendered the country some service, applies a fortiori 
to t^le lawyer : *' He who worships the goddess must not 
woo the tooman,^^ 

The Irish are almost diametrically opposite to the iQer- 
maps, in disposition and enterprise. The industry of the 
lower classes consists more in bodily exertion than in its 
direction to any definite purpose. Possessing, naturally. 
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great generosity of character, they are satisfied with ae* 
quiring what is necessary for the present, and share even 
this with each other, without prudently heeding the future. 
While they are thus content to be hired in large bodies 
to dig canals or construct railroads, they neglect the more 
useful cultivation of the soil, which would, at once, make 
them independent and respectable. The second genera- 
tion, however, fare much better. Being for the most part 
brought up in the large cities, they have an opportunity 
of benefiting by the superior means of instruction held 
out so liberally in all parts of the United States, and to 
raise themselves, by their talents and acquirenientSt to an 
equality with the most informed and wealthy. Some of 
the most eminent lawyers and statesmen of America are 
of Irish extraction, and General Jackson himself is de- 
scended from an Irish family. They are a warm-heartedf 
patriotiq race, who require nothing but the cooling influ- 
ence of a certainnumber of years' residence in the United 
States, in order to become most useful and peaceable cit- 
izens.* 

Individually, an Irish gentleman is more esteemed than 
a German, and, perhaps, on account of the greater con- 
geniality of thought and learning, a more useful member 
of the American community. But, as a mass, the Ger- 
mans are greatly preferred. They have done more, or at 
least as much, as any class of Americans for the improve- 
ment of the country, and contributed largely, and in the 
most systematic manner, to the development of its inter- 
nal resources. The first American manufactures which 
excited the jealousy of Great Britain were the German 
paper, woollen and linen cloth manufactures of Pennsyl- 
vania ; and to this moment Pennsylvania and Massachu- 
setts are rivalling each other in this species of industry.f 
The mechanic arts are allowed to have made greater pro- 
gress in Philadelphia than in any other city of the United 
States ; but the principal workmen are Germans,^ and 

* Compare the Irish character described la the chapter on American 
prejudices. 

t Proud's " HivStory of Pennsylvania " and Graham's " History of 
the United States." 

t Of late, a number of English mechanics have emigrated tp the 
United States, and depressed the labor of the Qermans^ 

19* 
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many of the first merchants of that city are also descend^- 
ed from Germany. Such occupations are not apt to shed 
a particular lustre on the names of individuals 3 but they 
characterise the whole body as a highly industrious and 
useful class of society, which, by its smaller excitability- 
and great steadiness of mind, may, at some future time, 
prove a salutary check on the inordinate ambition of a 
faction. 

The political influence of the Irish, which is the sub- 
ject of so much discussion in the United States, as well 
as in England, and to which one of the political parties 
has ascribed all its recent defeats, is, in itself, exceeding- 
ly small, and only felt in some of the large towns on the 
sea-coast. It is a well ascertained fact that a large ma- 
jority of the country, and not of the cities, has voted in 
favor of the present administration and the measures of 
General Jackson ; and that almost all cities, with' the ex- 
ception of New York, have declared themselves against 
them. Even the majority in the city of New York did 
not materially influence that of the state, which was suf- 
ficiently great to compensate for a failure in any of the 
large towns. The Irish are not nearly as unanimous in 
their votes as the Germans, and do not hold sufficient 
property in any one state to have an immediate influence 
on the elections. The Germans, on the contrary, consti- 
tute, by themselves, a majority in Pennsylvania, and a 
very respectable and wealthy party in many other . states. 
Being for the most part proprietors of the soil, their vote 
is independent, which can hardly be said of the lower 
classes of tl.;^ Irish, who are mostly employed by the rich 
capitalist**, tf the Irish, then, haVe voted for the admin- 
istration, 1 take it for granted that they have done it from 
principle ; because a view to their immediate interest 
might, perhftps, have dictated an opposite course. Com- 
merce and iijimifacture, from which the greater number 
of Irish, at loast indirectly, draw their subsistence, might 
have invit. • iiem to vote differently; whilst the farmer 
in the interior is, by his very position more independent 
of the mon! \ i- niitution of the large cities. The Irish, 
were they in.i'i «• to a man, could not have the influence 
and power ol the Germans, with whom disposition, habit, 
occupation, and property unite to make them what they 
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are, the stoutest democrats of the country. I am -far 
from being instigated by any partisan spirit, either in favor 
of or against the Irish or Germans ; neither do I speak 
of the correctness or injustice of their vote ; but merely 
of the credit which is to be attached to it as a moral and 
independent action. 

In the settlements of new districts it is seldom that 
Europeans are found to be actively engaged. This honor 
belongs almost exclusively to emigrants from New Eng- 
land, who may most emphatically be called the pioneiers 
of the United States, and to whose enterprising spirit and 
recklessness of danger may be ascribed most of the valu- 
able improvements of the country. They ^re, however, 
satisfied with tracing the road which the others are to 
follow, and occupying the most important stations :. the 
intervals are afterwards filled up with settlers from other 
states and from Europe. The character of the New 
England emigrants has been too well described by Wash- 
ington Irviqg for meto attempt to add to it more than is 
necessary to understand a certain political type, which 
may be observed in alls,tates to which they have emigra- 
ted in large numbers. VThe talent of a New Englander 
is universal. He is a good farmer, an excellent school- 
master, a very respectable preacher, a capital lawyer, a 
sagacious physician, an able editor, a thriving mer- 
chant, a shrewd pedlar, and a most industrious trades- 
man. Being thus able to fill all the important posts of 
society, only a few emigrants from New England are 
required to imprint a lasting characfer on anew state, 
even if their number should be much inferior to that of 
the other settler^ The states of Ohio and Michigan, and 
even a large part of the state of New York, offer striking 
instances of this moral superiority acquired by the people 
of New England ; but it would be wrong thence to con- 
clude that their own habits do not undergo at) important 
metamorphosis, or that, in their new relations in the 
western states, they merely act as reformers, without 
being, in turn, influenced by the character of their fellow 
settlers. The change, however, is altogether for the bet- 
ter. Their patriotism, instead of being confined to the 
narrow limits of New England, — a fault with which they 
have been reproached as early as the commencemewl 5^^ 
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the revolutionary war,* — partakes there more of a no- 
tional character. The continued intercourse with stran- 
gers from all parts of the world, but niore particularly 
firom the different states of the Union, serve in no small 
degree to eradicate from their minds certain prejudices 
and illiberalities with which they have but too commonly 
been reproached by their brethren of the south. Toler- 
ance, the last and most humane offspring of civilization, 
is, perhaps, the only virtue of which the New Englander 
is usually parsimonious; but even this seems to improve 
and to thrive in the western states ; and 1 have no hesi- 
. tation to say, that, in this respect, the inhabitants of those 

* ^ districts are by far more emancipated than those of the 
- Atlantic states, whatever advantages the latter may pos- 
ses^ with regard to refinement of manners. I know of 

xy no better specimen of human character than a New Eng- 
lander transferred to the western states. 

To form a correct idea of the rapid increase of culti- 
vated territory in the western states, it is only necessary 
to cast a glance at the unparalleled increase of popula- 
tion. The state of Pennsylvania, which in 1810 contained 
but 810,091t inhabitants, had in 1830, 1,347,672; in- 
crease, 537,581 : the population of the state of New 
York, which in 1810 was but 413,763, had in 1830 al- 
ready increased to 1,913,508 ; increase, 1,499,745: the 
population of Alabama was less than 10,000, but in 1830 
already ^08,997 ; increase 298,997, or nearly 2,990 per 
cent, in twenty years : that of Mississippi, which in 1810 
amounted to 40,352, was in 1830, 136,800; increase in 
twenty years 96,448, equivalent to 239 per cent. : Ten- 
nessee contained in 1810 but 261,727 inhabitants, but in 
1830, 684,822; increase 162 per cent, nearly: jn Ken- 
tucky the population increased, in the sanie time, from 
406,511 to 688,844, or by about 70 per cent.: that of 
Ohio advanced, in the space of time, from 230,760 to 
937,637 ; increase more than 300 per cent. : the popula- 
tion of the same state was, in 1790, but 3,000 ; increas'jein 
40 years, 31,154 ^^ per cent. : Indiana contained in 
1610 but 24,520 inhabitants; but in 1830 already 341,- 

* Botta, " Storia deUa guerra delV independenza degli Stati VmtV^ 
t These numbers are taken from the census of 1810, 1820, and 1^. 
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582; increase more than 1,293 per cent. : but the popa- 
lation of Indiana consisted in 1800 only of 5,641 ; conse- 
quently the total increase in 30 years, or less than a whole 
generation, is more than 5,955 per cent. Illinois con- 
tained in 1810 only 12,282 inhabitants, which number 
was in 1830 increased to 157,575 ; equal to about vl»183« 
per cent. : Missouri had in the same space increased to 
seven times her original population; that of 1810 heidig ■ 
19,833, and that of 1830, 140,074. The population of.- 
the eastern and southern states I have here omitted, be- 
cause, though on the increase, they present nothing so 
striking as the rapid growth of the west. The states of" ^- 
Pennsylvania and New York, however, extend far to the\ 
westward, and thence arises their incredible augmentation 
of population. 

More than nine tenths of all the people who emigrate j^- 
to the west are farmers or planters ; and it is consequently 
chiefly the agricultural interest which causes the settling 
of the immense territory of the United States yet open to 
the spirit of enterprise. Commerce and manufacture, it is 
true, folloio the path of the new settlers ; but they never 
lead the way to those regions, and are rather accessaries 
than originators of civilization. The continent of Ameri- 
ca might have been visited, like the islands of the South 
Sea, by a thousand enterprising merchants and naviga- 
tors, without being for one moment redeemed from its 
savage state. It is but the actual cultivation of the soil, 
and the indisputable right to property arising from actual 
labor, which lays the foundation of states an3 empires, as 
it furnishes, perhaps, the only legitimate title to the pos- 
session of a country. 

Lei no sensitive European, therefore, complain of the 
barbarous cruelty of the Americans in chasing the Indians 
from the soil of their fathers, or in forcing them to flee 
from the approach of civilization to the unhospitable 
woods of the western territory. The American aborig- 
ine, with but very few exceptions, never possessed the soil 
on which they trod any more than the air which they 
breathed. They never cultivated it to any extent, nor 
iiad they, individually, any distinct title to it arising from 
actual labor. They held it in common with the beasts of 
the forest, and it was useful to them only aa \\. ^%^\\^\ 



^26 AME&IC^N INDIANS^ 

t* tbem the means of prey. The English had as good a 
right to call the ocean 4heir own, because they moved on 
it, as the American Indians to claim possession of their 
i^ontinent because they roamed in its woods. There was 
barbarity in the conquest of Lima and Mexico, th€ inhabit- 
ants of which were already in possession of many of tbe 
arts of peace ; but there can be qone in the quiet progress 
of civilization in the United States, except what is pro- 
voked by the Indians themselves, and for which they^ 
alone must remain accountable. The Americein settler 
tak^s possession of a soil which has never been cultivated, 
and which, therefore, has had no owner. He builds his 
log^heuse in a country in which there is room enough for 
the support of millions, and in which there are hardly a 
few hundred straoforlers to follow the track of the deer. 
Is this robbery ? Is it cruel to civilize and improve a 
country, and to open a new road to wealth and coniifort 
to thousands of intelligent beings from all parts of the 
world, who would otherwise starve or be reduced to pov- 
erty, because in so doing they cannot avoid intruding on 
the favorite hunting-grounds of some wandering tribes, 
and disturb their game? This, however, they do; and, 
with the deer, the American aborigines disappear from 
the soil. 

It is in vain to talk of civilizing them. If it could be 
done which is more thap doubtful, (considering the many 
unsuccessful attempts which haye already been made^) 
hey would hardly be able to compete with theirteachers 
in any one human occupation calculated to secure a live- 
lihood in a civilized country, and would, therefore, from 
necessity, become outlaws to society, and incur the pun- 
ishment of the law.* We cannot but regret the fate of 
that doomed people ; but we caq hardly think of rescuing 
them from it, without being guilty of tbe ipoist flagrant 
iojusiice to the rest of mankind, 

* The state of the Creek and Cherokee Indiaiis furnishes a new 
proof of this assertion. Red Jacket^ kn Indian chief of great eloquence, 
in his answer to the missionaries, observed that it was very probable 
Gkxl had intended the white and the. red races for different purposes. 
" To you," he said, " He has given the arts; to these He has Ibrever 
closed our eyes. Why should He not have eiven you another religiqi^ 
' also 1 — Be4''Jackei*s re^ tQ the missiona^ries, by ThifM^ Jeferstt^^ 



■m 

AMERICfAN INDIANS. 22t 

The power arisifig from the actu^ cultivation of the 
doil and the edtablisbment of fixed habitations in a coun- 
try is so irresistible and unsparing, that it must eventu^ 
ally triumph over all obstacles, and resist even the de- 
structive consequences of wars. This is the reason why 
the British colonies in America prospered so rapidly, and 
finally finished by swallowing up Canada. The military 
force of the French settlements was vastly superior to 
that of the English ; their lines of fortification extended 
from the mouth, of the Mississippi to the river St. Law- 
rence ; but they had no possession of the intervening 
territory by virtue of actual settlements, and the result 
soon convinced them that where the most property is ac- 
cumulated, there also will be the stronger means of de- 
fence ; on that side, consequently, must eventually incline 
the victory. But if the policy of the Anglo-Americans 
was sufficient to destroy so powerful a rival as the French, 
what can be expected from the unconcerted ill-advised 
resistance or attack of the aborigines, unskilled in milita- 
ry tactics, and not sufficiently strong, on any oqe point, 
to offer a serious impediment to the grasping power of 
the settlers ? 

Neither is it reasonable to suppose that the quitting 
of their favorite hunting-grounds can give the American 
Indians the same pangs which an everlasting farewell to 
the paternal soil, the scene of all early attachments, and 
the habitation of all that we love, fraught with the memo- 
ry and tradition of centuries, can cause to a civilised 
nation. The Indians quit what never was precisely their 
own; they leave no object of memory or tradition be- 
hind ; and, although the loss may be felt by the irxbe^ no 
individual is actually despoiled of his own. But it is the 
feelings of individuals which we must here consider ; not 
that of the tribe or nation. A people cannot be said (o 
feel the wrongs and pains inflicted upon it by another, 
except in proportion as the sufferings of the whole are 
felt and responded to by individuals. This, however, - 
presupposes a degree of moral development, and a pitch 
of national enthusiasm, of which even history is sparing 
in furnishing us with examples, and of which certainly 
but few traces are to be found in the Indian character. 
Let no one mistake the hatred which xVie coXot^^ \^^^^ 
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bear to the whites, and to each other, for a strong love 
of country and an attachment to their native woods. 
JLIatred of others is but a negative and barbarous qualifi- 
cation of nationality, and is by no means a necesfeary 
concomitant of its positive virtues. The hatred between 
the different races is something animal and instinctive, 
and is far removed from the noble disinterestedness of 
genuine pafriotism. Whatever color poetry may lend to 
the removal of the Indians, it is, nevertheless, but the re- 
moval of a sick bed from a place where death is certain, 
to one from which it is more remote. Neither is it the 
death of youth or of manhood, but that of old age and 
decrepitude, which the Indian is doomed to die; and in 
his mouldering ashes germinates the seed of empires, 
destined to change the face of the world. This is but ap- 
. plying the universal law of nature to man : there is no 
life without death to precede it ; no seed without destroy- 
ing the blossom ; no offspring without destruction to its 
genitors. One nation must perish to make room for 
another; and it is the peculiar good fortune of America 
that she can suffer the^e revolutions to go on without a 
feverish excitement of her vitals, or hurrying the succes- 
sion of events by the horror and bloodshed of war.* 

But the west would not be so rapidly settled if the cul- 
tivation of the soil did not promise a task rewarded with 
comfort and independence. There can hardly be a doubt 
of the fact, that the soil of the valley of the Mississippi is 
the richest and most fertile on earth ; and that, producing 
every thing which is necessary to the existence and com- 
fort of man, it is intended to becom)3 the habitation of 
hundreds of millions.! Alexander von Humboldt gave 
it as his opinion^ that America is the most fertile quarter 
of the world ; and it has since been computed that the 
whole population of Europe could find ample room and 
subsistence ^on the borders of the Mississippi alone. 
The whole population of the five great continents has 

* What is termed " the Indian war," is nothing but a succession of 
skirmishes with a few of the neighboring tribes; and is only protracted 
because it is deemed too insignMcant to warrant a general armament 
on the part of the United States. The case is very different with the 
Prench colony of Algiers. 

/ Compare De TocqueviUe " De la Democratic en Am^rique." 
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been estimated at about one thousand milltons ; but what 
important change may we not expect in the condition of 
the human race, when we know that there exists a con- 
federacy of repubhcs capable of sustaining, with a greater 
degree of ease than was ever before shared by any por- 
tion of the human family, a population surpassing that of 
the entire globe ? There is no country or tract of land ^ 
on earth whose physical and geographical position are so 
well adapted to agriculture and commerce as that part of 
the American continent which composes the territory of 
the United States. Like China, America may be said to 
be independent of the rest of the world; inasmuch as 
she is capable of producing, not only what is essential to 
human existence, but also the luxuries inseparable from 
a certain degree of refinement. Her territory embraceg 
every climate, from the extreme north to the further- 
most south, and ewQvy species of vegetation intended for 
manufacture and commerce. But the facility of river 
communication, and the internal navigation of the United 
States, have no equal on earth, and may be considered 
the most durable cement by which the various states are 
united. There is hardly a settlement in the Union which 
has not more or less the means of communicating with 
some market town or city, and, therefore, not only the 
elements of prosperity in its domestic arrangements, but 
also the hope of obtaining the value of its produce, and 
thereby to become rich and independent. What is even 
the situation of China with regard to the commerce of the 
world, compared to that of the United States, when they 
will once be settled and extend from one ocean to the 
other? The largest empire, Russia, would require the 
Swedish peninsula, in order to hold a position at all to be 
compared to it ; and even then, the extent of intervening 
country, the difficulty of communication, and the extreme 
northern latitude of her possessions, would deprive her of 
its principal advantages. A single glance at the map of 
the United States, and a slight acquaintance with the 
people who inhabit them, are sufficient to convince even 
the stoutest unbeliever that America is destined to become / 
the first in agriculture, the first in commerce, and the 
first in manufacture of all countries in the world.. It 
will touch the extreme east and west of the remaiii.ui% 
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continents, and possefs equaV^ facilities of trad^-with the 
Bast- and West Indies. It miist become the centre of 
civti ization ^ and, from its equal proximitj to both Asia 
and Europe, exercise a most powerful political influence 
on- all nations of the globe. Europeans learn with aston<- 
isbment the rapid progress of civilization and power in 
Jkmerica: but all she has done to this moment i& but a 
ieeble prelude to the gigantic part which she is destined 
to perform in the universal draiha of the world. 

Already a most oncommon spectacle presents itseif. 
Enttgration to America is no longer confined to those 
parts of £urope which are over-peopled, (Wurteaoberg 
and Ireland,) but communicates itself also to the- lesa 
populated parts of Germany and France. Large nnn>- 
jiers of the inhabitants of Old Bavaria and of the French 
province of A-lsace are annually wandering to the United 
States ; and so inviting are the letters of those who are 
already settled^ to their friends and relations in Europe, 
that some of the Grerman governments have already been 
obliged to make provisions to arrest the depopulation of 
their country by law, ,and to enjoin the civil and military 
aBthorities to use their utmost influence to prevent emi- 
gration in the future. Neither is it only the lower and 
destitute classes who are daily embarking for the United 
States. On the contrary, the obstacles thrown in their 
w^y are such that only those who have property arc able 
to receive their passports. There is now a law in Wur- 
temberg which obliges every subject, desirous of emigrat- 
ing to America, to de{)osite the sum of ^0 florins (040 
francs) with the civil authorities of Stutgard, which sum 
is only remitted to him at the seaport of his embarkation. 
Thus every German emigrant, from that part of the 
country, must not only be able to provide for his journey 
to the seaport, but must also have a sum of 640 francs to 
spare, which is sufficient to pay his passage, and leaves 
him, on his arrival in America, with sufficient funds to 
proceed to the west. Much, indeed, has been said in 
America on the subject of foreign paupers; though it 
would be easy to prove, by the registers of emigration in 
Germany, that the emigrants from that country pay an- 
lK^ll]y more than two hundred thousand dollars for their 
passage, independent of the money and goods which they 
carrj^ to the United States. 
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And now, be the merits of this work what tbej may^ I 
still flatter loyself with the hope of seeing it translated 
into German ; and as it will probably be read by many 
who will feel disposed to change the old for the newworldi 
I will say a few words to these emigrants, equally c^ipUoa- 
ble to those from other countries. 

. Let no one go to America merely on speculation ; <\mt 
at once with the resolute determination of naaking it his 
home. Let him not expect to lead a life of compar atWe 
idleness; but, on the contrary, one of hard work and 
persevering industry, if he wishes to realise the fruita of 
his labor, a»d to become independent of the assistance 
of others. Let him remember that he is going to settle 
amongst the most industrious people on earth, whose eon- 
stitution'and government protect him, it is true, in ibfk 
unmolested posession of property ; but that he himseff' 
must be the principal artificer of his fortune; and that 
nothing but personal exertion will ensure his ultimate suc- 
cess. Let him come unencumbered with farming utensils, 
machines, &c., which will only increase the expenses of 
his journey, without being of any real use in practiee.' 
Most of them he will be able to buy, in the United Ststtes, 
not only cheaper and of better quality, but also bett^ 
adapted to the general use in the country. Many emir 
grants are in a habit of bringing ploughs, waggons, 4{?e* 
to America, without reflecting, for one moment, that the 
expJenses of transportation amount to more than their 
actual value ; and that it is more than probable that these 
implements may prove entirely useless or unmanageable 
in a different soil or on a diflorent road.* Again, let 
them abstain from all mercantile speculations, of wbi<^ 
they often know little or nothing, and which can never 
Succeed, unless they are thoroughly acquainted with .the 
fftate of the market. Let them remember, that, once oat 
of money, they must sell their merchandise for what th^ 
will bring, not for what they are worth; that commerce 
requires capital and credit, and that without them they 
must necessarily- become the tool of every trader and 
pedlar whom they may meet on their way. 

* This is, to my knowledge, the case witk several European 
utensils. 
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ADVICE TO EMIGRANTS. 

On their arrival in the UDited States let them not Ye-» 
main too long in the Atlantic cities. Every day they 
Btay there without occupation, is lost to their enterprise; 
and diminishes their funds. Let them rather begin hiimhly 
in the country, by working on farms, than become servants 
in the towns, or commence business immediately on their 
Own account. If there are several members of a family, 
let only those remain in the cities who have learned a 
particular trade, or who may expect immediate employ- 
ment: but it is far better for a whole family to move at 
once to the west, where they may find occupation much 
fiiore suitable to their habits than they can hope to find 
On the sea-coast, where a too sudden transition from rural 
Hfe to the refinement of the towns may prove destructive 
to their morals. Let them bear in mind, that in the 
cities, though individuals may prosper, they will hardly 
be able to raise themselves to an equality with the native 
inhalntants ; whereas in the country, and especially on 
new land, they must, by persevering industry, become as 
f^spectable and powerful as the rest of their fellow-citi- 
2ens. In the country they will enjoy an hundred indul- 
giences of which they must necessarily be deprived in the 
cities. They will there be allowed to follow their own 
inclinations and habits, which they must never expect in 
a large city, in which they must necessarily conform to 
the manners and customs of the majority. 

Let them, above all things, abstain from politics, before 
they have had time to study the institutions of the coun- 
try, and to know the government under which they are 
going to live. A too hasty adoption of principles, before 
they have thoroughly weighed them, may be fatal to their 
own influence, and interfere with their prospects in life. 
It is the duty of every European settler to make himself 
acquainted with American laws and manners, in order 
to judge for himself to what party he is to lend his sup- 
port. The Germans especially ought to show more zeal 
in acquiring the English language, without which it is 
impossible to understand the true meaning of a thousand 
things with which it is important they should be rendered 
familiar. The American papers contain infinitely morie 
illllimation than any of the German ones I have seen ; 
jrBicb, with but few exceptions, contain nothing but 
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tnutilated extracts from the dailj American press, in a 
language of which it is difficult to say whether it is less 
German or English. 

I have said before, that in order to succeed in any one 
undertaking, but especially in farming, it is necessary 
that the proprietor should work himself, and not merely 
be an idle spectator or employer of the labor of others. 
I will now aM, that without personal exertion on his pUrt^ 
he will not only be unable to advance, but absolutely foil 
and be ruined. America, (thanks to her institutions and 
the infinite resources of the soil,) is not yet a country for 
a gentleman farmer; a circumstance which has been 
much regretted by Mr. Hamilton, but which is the cause 
of much rejoicing to every unbiassed and ifitelligent in-* 
habitant of the United States. An American prefers col* 
tivating the smallest patch of his own, to working on the 
largest farm of his neighbor, and rather emigrates further 
to the west, than consent to become, in any manner or 
degree, dependent on his fellow-beings. The Germans 
who are found willing to hire themselves out on an estate 
are seldom content to serve for wages, but wish to be paid 
in land or produce, and become thus psirtners^ instead of 
servants to their employers. 

"But America," says Mr. Hamilton, **is not the place 
for a gentleman farmer. The price of labor is high, and) 
besides, it cannot always be commanded at any price. 
The condition of society is not yet ripe for farming on a 
great scale. (!) There will probably be no American 
Mr. Coke for some centuries to come. The Transatlan- 
tic Sir JTohn Sinclairs are yet in ovo, and a long period 
of incubation must intervene before we can expect them 
to crack the shell." What a beautiful metaphor ! It is to 
be hoped they will never be hatched. "As things at 
present stand," continues he, " small farmers could beat 
the great ones out of the field. What a man produces 
by his ow nlabor and that of his family, he produces 
cheaply ; what he is compelled to hire others to perform) 
is done expensively. It is always the interest of the lat- 
ter to get as much as he can, and give as little labor in 
exchange for it." Why does he not say, in few words, « 
man works harder for himself than for others ? " T^^^tj/fk 
arises the necessity of bailiffs and overseers ; fresh mo i fc 
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to 'feed and pockets to be filled; and the owner may con- 
sider himself fortunate, if these are content with devour- 
ing the profits, without swallowing the estate into the 
bargain.'' 

When the condition of society in America will "be 
ripe" for the English system of farming, then the pro- 
gress and prosperity of the United States will be on the 
decline. What is the farming system in England but a 
sort of tail to the feudal system, which, though it may 
have its advantages to the proprietors where it is once 
established, cannot benefit a country where it is to be 
newly introduced. And what is the Irish system of 
"tenants at will" but one of the many melancholy forms 
uqder which the-misery of her people is entailed from one 
generation on another 1 It is not the unfortunate state 
of society which, in America, diminishes the number of 
gentleman farmers; it is the unexampled prospen^^ of the 
country, and the distribution of wealth throughout the 
whole population, which raises them at once above the 
condition of servitude. Whoever emigrates westward, 
goes thither on his own account ; for, if he be an honest 
man, he can buy land on credit, or for a trifling amount 
of cash; and under such circumstances^ it is not to be 
supposed he will hire himself out to others. The present 
condition of the United States is such that but few are 
exempted from labor, and even these are not proud of 
their distinction. No disgrace attaches to industry, nor 
does the term "gentleman" necessarily imply a man 
who has nothing to do. 

Large real estates neither contribute to the general 
prosperity of a country, nor are they very congenial with 
liberal institutions. The present prosperity of France 
and of some of the minor states of Germany is universally 
allowed to be produced by the division of property ; and 
where such a division can be efiected in the outset^ with- 
out injustice to any one class of society, it would be ab- 
surd and criminal not to promote it. No hired laborer 
can be, expected to do as well as he who works for him- 
self; and it is therefore the interest of the country at 
large to have as many proprietors as possible. The 
Mtetest quantity of labor will be produced by the greatest 
IHpiber of persons interested in it; and the grisatest 
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profits realised where thej are obtained with little assist- 
ance froni others. These truths are so* generally under* 
stood, that even at the late diets of Hungary and Transyl- 
vania, the lower nobility* wished to change the law of 
expropriation of the peasantry, by allowing them to 
possess freehold estates by the same tenure as them" 
selves; "because," they observed, "our property when 
divided will be worth more than it is entire, and we shall 
sell the fragments for more than the whole." Now, 
while the policy of such an arrangement is acknowledged 
in all civilised parts of the world, while even the nobility 
of Hungary and Transylvania are willing to try so wise 
and salutary a measure, is it not strange that So enlight- 
ened an author as Mr. Hamilton, in so enlightened an 
age as ours, should publish, in "the most enlightened 
country of the world," a work in which he derides the 
American system of independent farming? Of what 
immense advantage is not the division of property in a 
country like the United States ? Is it not, in a degree, 
necessary to the continuance of its republican institu- 
tions? Does the greater number of proprietors not in- 
crease the number of those who have a direct stake in 
the government ? Is not independence of .suffrage best 
secured by independence of property? There are, as- 
suredly, proprietors of large tracts of uncultivated land ; 
but no sooner are settlements made upon them, than they 
are portioned out in little lots, and cultivated by men 
of- small fortunes. This is, indeed, one of the means of 
realising fortunes out of real estates. Land, in America, 
is treated like any other kind of merchandise ; it is 
bought in large quantities, and retailed in small lots. 
Without this policy the population would not have in- 
creased so rapidly during the last twenty or thirty years, 
and many of the western farms, which are now in a 
thriving condition, would yet be as uncultivated as the 
borders of the Pacific. Nothing but the love of inde- 
pendence could induce those sturdy settlers to make the 
wilderness their home. If they wished to consult their 

* The Hungarian diet is composed of two chambers, the magnates 
and the nobles, or the lower and higher nobillnr. Each fre^^Min 
counts as one nobleman in the lower chamber. No person pan pHfc 
real estate, except a nobleman or a citizen of a tiee Vowel, ^'^^ 
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•aae, thej might become servants in the cities or cultirat* 
ed districts; for they have no 'chance of finding it in the 
western woods. The willingness of the rich to work, and 
the disposition of the poor to prefer hard independent 
labor to easj, well-paid servitude, are the principal 
causes of the increasing prosperity of the United States. 

The unwillingness of the poorer classes of Americans 
to hire themselves out as servants, and the little satisfac- 
tion with their lot when circumstances compel them to 
do it, furnish a subject of incessant complaint with the 
wealthier, and more aristocratic families. The theme is 
too fertile for European tourists not to profit by it, and, 
accordingly, their works are adorned with copious de- 
scriptions of the ludicrous pretensions of American ser- 
vants. I admit at once that there are but few native 
Americans who would submit tothe degradation of wear- 
ing a livery, or any other badge of servitude. This they 
would call becoming a man's man. But/ on the other 
hand, there are also but few American gentlemen who 
Would feel any happier for their servants wearing coats 
of more than one color. The inhabitants of New Eng- 
land are quite as willing to call their servants '* helps," 
or *' domestics," as the latter repudiate the title of 
"master "in their employers; and as it is a matter of 
agreement between them, I do not see that either party 
is actually injured. 

It is true, an American servant will notsufier the treat- 
ment of a liveried vagabond ; but then it is the meanest 
gratification to be permitted to treat a fellow-being with 
contempt. Neither is an American servant that same 
indolent, careless, besotted being as an European. He 
knows how to read and write, and is sure to understand 
arithmetic ; he takes an interest in politics, reads the pa- 
pers, and attends public meetings and lectures. He is a 
member of the militia, pays poll-tax, and is entitled to 
vote.* His mind is constantly engaged in making plans 
for the future ; and, far from being content to remain all 
his life a servant, he is earnestly contemplating his chance 

^ * I heard, myself, an American servant tell, of the gentlemann "he 
liv04 with," that he liked kirn very well ; but idvjanfs crossed him in polir 
<iofc* His master knew this ; but kept him in his employ, because he 
was, in every other respect, a trustworthy servant. 
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of success in some trade. No sooner has he earned a- 
few dollars than he sets up a shop; and there are many- 
of them who finish by becoming respectable merchants. 
With these hopes before him, it could tiot be expected that 
he would always be a ready, cringing sycophant ; but it 
does not follow that he must necessarily be unwilling to 
do his duty, or to accomplish that which he has agreed to 
do with promptitude and cheerfulness. I am quite con- 
vinced that American servants work harder, and quicker 
than even the English ; and that, from their greater intel- 
ligence, they are, on the whole, the most useful. 

An American gentleman hais seldom more than one 
man-servant, who is at once porter, footman, bottler, and, 
if necessary, coachman to the family. He cleans the 
boots, brushes the clothes, washes the windows, cleans 
the house, waits at table, goes to market, keeps the reck- 
oning, and is, in one word, the factotum of the household. 
He does that which it would at least take six others to ac- 
complish, and, notwithstanding his high wages, proves a 
cheaper servant than could be obtained in Europe. He 
is always at home, always busy, and hardly ever spending 
his leisure hours at a public-house. So far from being 
unable to procure good servants in America, the only dif- 
ficulty consists in keeping them ; there being but few 
amongst them whose capacity for trade will sufier them 
to remain satisfied with what they think an inferior con- 
dition. 

As to female servants, few complaints, I believe, are 
made of their want of fidelity or submission, though they 
require a treatment very different from that to which the- 
same class are accustomed in Europe. Despite of Mri^ 
Trollope's masterly sketches of American domestics, she- 
could find nothing to impeach either their honesty or mo- 
rality ; (whichi no doubt, the /air author would have been 
glad t6 do if it had been in her power ; ) and one instance, 
in particular, which she gives of the pride of a young 
girl, in her own service, who would rather starve than eat 
in the kitchen, and whom she always found obedient yet- 
bathed in tears, exhibits a nobility of sentiment, of which 
certainly not a trace ist to be found in her lady'§ writinj^ps^ 

The waiting-women at the inns and taverns are poBw^ffih. 
ed of a peculiar dignity of dem^nor) vrlik\i ^^'^^V^sS^P) 
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prevents every improper approach, on the part of the vis- 
iters, and, heing generally tolerably well educated, it is 
easy to perceive at once, that Xhej are in many respects 
vastly superior to some of the sots whom they are obliged 
"to help." The. superiority of the women over the men, 
which is everywhere perceptible in the United States, ex- 
tends equally to the servants ; and it is, consequently, a 
rare case for one of these fair " helps " to marry a feHow- 
domestic. They are generally joined in wedlock to some 
respectable kneohanic ; and, acquiring property by frugal- 
ity and industry, finish by taking the stations of their for- 
mer employers. 

Much has been said on the relative position of the rich 
and poor, by men who enjoy great reputation as scholars 
ai^ statesmen. Yet I believe their arguments are more 
founded on theories and analogies, than on actual obser- 
vation of the different classes of society in the United 
States. There is no distinct line of demarcation between 
the rich and the poor, as in £urope ; the deserters from 
both ranks, but especially from the latter, being more nu- 
merous than those who remain ; and the numbei: of new 
bomers putting computation altogether out of the ques- 
tion. Neither is there that envj^ amongst the laboring 
classes which characterizes the ** canaille " of £urope, 
and manifests itself by an indiscriminate hatred of all 
whose fortunes are superior to their own. Exemption from 
labor, the beau ideal of the French and Italians, is not 
even desired by the industrious population of America ; 
and the poor, are willing to protect the possessions of the 
rich, because they expect themselves to need that protec- 
tion at some futi|re period. In all the hues and cries 
against the bank, there was not the least manifestation of 
a desire to despoil the rich of their property : all that the 
people contended for was, in their opinion, an equal 
chance for acquiring it. They wished to put down that 
which they deemed a monopoly and an impediment to 
the progress of the small merchant ; but never dreamed 
of plunder. This question has been sadly misrepresented 
in .Europe, and accompanied by pictures of the cupidity of 
t]be lower classes, to which it would be difficult to find the 
originals in the United States of America, 
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Descended from the first maritime nation, and invited 
by a sea-coast of more than sixteen hundred miles, pos- 
sessed of the most excellent harbors, the Americans need 
but follow their natural impulse, and improve the advan- 
tages of their geo/raphical position, in order to become 
the most powerful commercial nation on the globe. The 
water is the native element of the Transatlantic republi- 
can ; and it is upon the ocean he appears truly great and 
heroic. Even the navigation of the American lakes and 
the great western rivers presents a spectacle unequalled 
in any other part of the world. In no other country 19 
so large a portion of the whole population engaged in 
navigation — in none other is the water treated with the 
same familiarity as the land. The Americans are the 
most amphibious bipeds on the face of the earth ; and 
such is the abundance of water communication in the in- 
terior, that a man will hardly call on his next neighbor 
without embarking on board of some steam-boat. 

With the unparalleled spirit of enterprise, and the mer- 
cantile genius of her inhabitants, it is impossible that Amer- 
ica should not develope ail the mighty resources which a 
country, whose shores are bathed by two oceans, al^d 
whose interior is intersected by a thousand mighty streaaoLft^ 
must naturally offer to its merchauta aud ae^m^xv* M.^^ 
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present time, at which probably not<^ more than the one- 
hundredth part of the facilities of navigation are improv- 
ed, the mercantile navy of America is but second to that 
of England ; but in skill, energy, and boldness inferior 
to none in the world. Compared to the entire population, 
the number of her ships and mariners is greater than 
that of any existing nation, and forms a broad and noble 
basis for her future maritime power. It is the merchant's 
service from which the navy is recruited, and without 
which it is impossible to educate sailors for the use of 
men-of-war. The naval power of every people has in- 
creased with its commerce, and, in the event of a war, the 
que^ion is not so much how many ships she could muster 
in her docks, but rather how many she could man and 
navigate. The American navy is perhaps the smallest 
which ever protected so extensive a conimepce ; but, in 
case of need, the United States could, in one year, build as 
many vessels, and man them, as any other nation, save 
England, could get ready for sea. The materials for 
ship-building are cheap, the skilful workmen numerous, 
and experienced sailors to be found in every harbo r^ The 
history of the American flotillas on the lakes, and the 
achievements of their frigates on the ocean, prove suffi- 
ciently the celerity and energy which they are capable of 
developing on important occasions, and that, notwith- 
standing the small number of government ships, America 
must be ranked amongst the first maritime powers. 

It is the commerce of the United States which not only 
furnishes a market for the increasing manufactures and 
the immense natural productions of the soil, but consti- 
tutes also the right arm and strength of the national de- 
fence of the country. It is not merely an accessory to 
the arts of civilization ; it is not resorted to merely as a 
means of obtaining riches ; it is a national occupation, im- 
bued with all the spirit and energy of character which dis- 
tinguish the American community. 

An American merchant is an enthusiast who seems to 
delight in enterprise in proportion as it is connected with 
danger. He ventures his fortune with the same heroism 
with which the sailor risks his life ; and is as ready to 
embark on a new speculation after the failure of a favor- 
ite project, as the mariner is to navigate a new ship, afler 
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his own has become a wreck. An American carries the 
spirit of invention even to the counting-room. He is con- 
stantly discovering some new sources of trade, ancT is 
always willing to risk his capital and credit on some terra 
incognita, rather than follow the beaten track of others, 
and content himself with such profits as are realised by 
his competitors. This is undoubtedly the cause of a great 
number of unfortunate speculations and subsequent fail- 
ures ; but it constitutes also the technical superiority of 
the American merchant over the European. He is an 
inveutor, not an imitator ; he creates new sources of wealth 
instead of merely exhausting the old ones. Hence his 
vigilance and application. The ordinary routine ofbusi- 
ness is not sufficient to ensure his success; he must think, 
invent, speculate ; for it is more by ingenuity and fore- 
sight, than by the regular pursuit of trade, that he can 
hope to realise a fortune. None of the present French 
or Dutch fashions of trade, would now prosper in the 
United States. Fortunes there are not made by small 
savings, but by large and successful operations. It is not 
by small savings, but by large and successful operations. 
It is not by hoarding money, but by employing and in- 
vesting it, that property accumulates in America ; and 
the inexhaustible riches of the country open- daily a thou- 
sand new roads to industry and commerce. 

The majority of- Americans are, perhaps, not as good 
financiers as the Dutch, but they are more enterprising 
and successful merchants ; they are willing to run greater 
risks, in order to secure larger profits ; and it may be said 
of them that their minds expand in proportion to their 
stakes in trade. 

What, afler all, can be more despicable than the charac- 
ter of a miser such as Holland teemed with since the de- 
cline of her active commerce, when, with the largest cap- 
ital in the world, her merchants became money-lenders, 
and the creditors of all £urope ? What difference is there 
not between some of those hairgard-looking, dirty, usu- 
rious financiers, and an active, liberal-minded, enter- 
prising merchant, the support of an hundred small traders 
and mechanics, whom he trusts or employs in the varkMis 
ramifications of business. Let anyone compare the pros- 
ent population of Amsterdam to that of New Yoxk* ^^^da 

21 



MO MERCANTILE NAVY. 

present time, at which probably not^ more than the one- 
hundredth part of the facilities of navigation areimproY- 
edi the mercantile navy of America is but second to that 
of England ; but in skill, energy, and boldness inferior 
to none in the world. Compared to the entire population, 
the number of her ships and mariners is greater than 
that of any existing nation, and forms a broad and noble 
basis for her future maritime power. It is the merchant's 
service from which the navy is recruited, and without 
which it is impossible to educate sailors for the use of 
men-of-war. The naval power of every people has in- 
creased with its commerce, and, in the event of a war, the 
que^ion is not so much how many ships she could muster 
in her docks, but rather how many she could man and 
navigate. The American navy is perhaps the smallest 
which ever protected so extensive a conimerce ; but, in 
case of need, the United States could, in one year, build as 
many vessels, and man them, as any other nation, save 
England, could get ready for sea. The materials for 
ship-building are cheap, the skilful workmen numerous, 
and experienced sailors to be found in every bar boj;^ The 
history of the American flotillas on the lakes, and the 
achievements of their frigates on the ocean, prove suffi- 
ciently the celerity and energy which they are capable of 
developing on important occasions, and that, notwith- 
standing the small number of government ships, America 
must be ranked amongst the first maritime powers. 

It is the commerce of the United States which not only 
furnishes a market for the increasing manufactures and 
the immense natural productions of the soil, but consti- 
tutes also the right arm and strength of the national de- 
fence of the country. It is not merely an accessory to 
the arts of civilization ; it is not resorted to merely as a 
means of obtaining riches ; it is a national occupation, im- 
bued with all the spirit and energy of character which dis- 
tinguish the American community. 

An American merchant is an enthusiast who seems to 
delight in enterprise in proportion as it is connected with 
danger. He ventures his fortune with the same heroism 
with which the sailor risks his life ; and is as ready to 
embark on a new speculation after the failure of a favor- 
ite project, as the mariner is to navigate a new-ship^ afler 



ENTERPRISE OF THE MERCHANTS. 241 

his own has become a wreck. An American carries the 
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stantly discovering some new sources of trade, ancT is 
always willing to risk his capital and credit on some terra 
incognita^ rather than follow the beaten track of others, 
and content himself with such profits as are realised by 
his competitors. This is undoubtedly the cause of a great 
number of unfortunate speculations and subsequent fail- 
ures ; but it constitutes also the technical superiority of 
the American merchant over the European. He is an 
inveutor, not an imitator ; he creates new sources of wealth 
instead of merely exhausting the old ones. Hence his 
vigilance and application. The ordinary routine ofbusi- 
ness is not suficieni to ensure his success; he must think, 
invent, speculate ; for it is more by ingenuity and fore- 
sight, than by the regular pursuit of trade, that he can 
hope to realise a fortune. None of the present French 
or Dutch fashions of trade, would now prosper in the 
United States. Fortunes there are not made by small 
savings, but by large and successful operations. It is not 
by small savings, but by large and successful operations. 
It is not by hoarding money, but by employing and in- 
vesting it, that property accumulates in America ; and 
the inexhaustible riches of the country open- daily a thou- 
sand new roads to industry and commerce. 

The majority of' Americans are, perhaps, not as good 
financiers as the Dutch, but they are more enterprising 
and successful merchants ; they are willing to run greater 
risks, in order to secure larger profits ; and it may be said 
of them that their minds expand in proportion to their 
stakes in trade. 

What, afler all, can be more despicable than the charac«- 
ter of a miser such as Holland teemed with since the de- 
cline of her active commerce, when, with the largest cap- 
ital in the world, her merchants became money-lenders, 
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not between some of those hairgard-looking, dirty, usu- 
rious financiers, and an active, liberal-minded, enter- 
prising merchant, the support of an hundred small traders 
and mechanics, whom he trusts or employs in the various 
ramifications of business. Let any one compare the pres- 
ent population of Amsterdam to that of New Yq\%^« ^>ii^ 
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mitffectof the one is gloomy, contracted, sordid -^tha^ of 
file otlwr all gaiety, ^nkness, and liberality. Except to 
It man of business, a residence at Amsterdam is Wholly 
devoid of interest. Everywhere be meets the same greedy 
fiQfsuit of money ; the same avuricimts abstinence from 
mil which contributes to pleasure. Eyen the ordinary 
4Mni?enience8 and comforts of life are enjoy ^ only by a 
4km of the oldest and richest families; the rest lead a life 
of privation. How very unlike this is the picture of New 
York ! Every thing there bears the aspect of ease and 
cheerfulness. The streets are wide and airy, the houses 
of the wealthier classes are decorated with taste, and the 
vhoft population bears the impress of opulence and pros- 
« perity» In spite of the hurry and iHistle of )>u»iness during 
the day, the evenings of many of the wealthy families are 
^devoted to social intercourse, and their doors are open to 
the reception of friends. No one can accuse the Ameri- 
«pb merchant with want of hospitality. He is liberal and 
generous in his dealings, affable and obliging in his inter- 
:course with strangers, a sincere friend, and a calm re- 
flecting politician. The extent of .his speculations pre- 
pares his mind for sudden success or ill fortune, and he is 
.abie.ta sustain losses with a degree of fortitude and equan- 
imity which is utt:erly beyond the comprehension of ordi- 
nary men of business in other countries. His mind be- 
comes enlarged by the extent of his enterprise, and be- 
comes naturally superior to the niggard calculator of 
-gfoats. ■■ 

There seems to be something ungenerous in the mere 
business of a money-broker, charging his one quarter or 
one half per cent, commission, and hoarding a fortune by 
4he small droppings from the estates of those who are ac- 
-tively engaged in commerce. One of the meanest occu- 
pations of men is the mere computation of numbers; but 
^t.may become destructive to the noblest faculties of the 
mind, when these numbers represent nothing but money. 
.The first of all the sciences, mathematics, when uncon- 
nected with philosophy, may serve to enslave the mind 
tand deprive it of imagination and fancy. Even the as- 
tPMiomer, who is solely confined to his ciphers, without 
seeing in them the laws and type of his God, degenerates 
into a. mechanical. book<-keeLper of the universe, vv^ithout 
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having an interest in its noblest transactions. The bifsi* 
ness of trading and jobbing in stocks is not only mean in 
itself, but may in many instances prore a serious injury 
to commerce. It may absorb a large portion of the capi^ 
ta] which would otherwise be invested in merchandtsey 
and give a wrong direction to the national industry of a 
country. The merbhant must needs be influenced by the 
fluctuations of exchange, and must provide against them; 
but it is the gambler alone makes a living by them* 

It has been observed, in all countries, that in propor- 
tion as active commerce declines, in that same proportion 
opens the game for the agiateura on 'change ; and thel« 
is no more certain mark of spreading demoralization thsa 
to see the people at large take an active part in it. It .is* 
then sure to dry up the fountains of wealth and virtue, 
and to convert thousands of industrious men into so many 
vagabonds and beggars. 

Very remarkable, and not devoid of historical interoatf 
is the comparison between the rise and progress of cdfcii^ 
merce in Holland* and the equally rapid success of trade 
in the United States of America. There are so many 
points of resemblance in the histories of botk countries, 
so many similar causes which stimulated their inhabitants 
to exertion and prompted their ingenuity, that I cdnaot 
refrain from directing the attention of my readers to some 
of the principal facts which became the elements of their 
respective greatness. In speaking of the commeroe of 
the United States, it must be remembered, however, that 
during the war of independence, Itnd immediately after 
it, trade and traffic were principally confined to the New 
England states — neither the south, nor Pennsylvania, nor 
even New York, being, at that time, possessed of -a eea- 
siderable mercantile navy, or participating largely in 
commercial enterprise. What« therefore, I have to say 
of the origin of American commerce, will apply, princi- 
pally, to the New England States, though its progress, of 
course, refers equally, and even more, to New York than 
to any other state in the Union. 

Three principal causes there were to rouse the aeCiiit^ 
of the Dutch, and develope those mighty energies for wUfh 
they have long been distinguished ; the ntter insnffiaieiiay 
of the soil to minister to their physical wanUv ^S^ 
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sky of protecting themselves against the fury of the ele- 
ment which continually threatened to ingulf them, and 
tbeir long-protracted struggle for political and religious 
freedom against the then greatest power of Europe. The 
physical obstacles which they had to overcome whetted 
their ingenuity and directed their enterprise to commerce 
and the fisheries ; while the war with Spain, and their 
being excluded from the Portuguese ports, obliged them 
tor seek the trade in Indian commodities nt its source in 
the East and West Indies. The New England states 
were similarly circumstanced. Their soil, especially that 
of the province of Massachusetts Bay, was generally bar- 
ren and rocky, and obliged the settlers, at an early period 
of their history, to resort to other means of subsistence 
than mere agriculture. The sea they had less to dread ; 
bat the severity of the climate, the merciless hatchet of 
the Indian, and their remoteness from the centre of civil- 
ization and from succor, taught them to rely principally 
on their own strength and industry. The continued wars 
with the aborigines, their defence against the incessant 
encroachments of (the French, and, finally, their struggle 
for independence with England, were well calculated to 
develope all the energies of which they were possessed, 
and to direct their early attention to the establishment of 
a powerful navy. 

The fisheries had become not only a means of sup- 
plying their wants, but a source of national wealth ; as 
the herring-fisheries had at one time been the source of 
prosperity to Holland. During the war with Spain, the 
Dutch made immense prizes by the capture of Spanish 
vessels on the coast of America and in the West Indies, 
which enabled them, in part, to defray the expenses of 
the war. The Americans had to proceed to the coast of 
Africa for the very powder which they required to carry 
on the revolutionary war, while their privateers were 
scouring even the coasts of Europe, to annoy British trade 
at its strong hold, at home. ^ 

All nations seem to grow powerful in proportion as their 
eariy existence is threatened by some mighty foe. Rome 
grew strong in its wars with Carthage ; Holland became 
the first maritime republic by its struggle against the 
^eatest monarchy ; America accomplished her indepeiH 
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dence by challenging into the field the most enterprising 
nation on the globe*^ The first war with England laid the 
foundation to the American navy ^ and as it was the most 
powerfiil nation they had to contend with^ they had no 
other alternative than either, to become great themselves, 
by surpassing every moral and physical obstacle to their 
progress, or be conquered and swallowed up by their 8«»- 
perior antagonist. A series of circumstances combined 
to make them accomplish the former ; and they have 
since kept possession of the ground they have assumed^ 
and even succeeded in enlarging it. 

Tha Americans must either have become equal to the 
English] in navigation, or forever resign the thought of 
becoming a commercial nation ; and confine themselves 
chiefly to agriculture. England possessed immense ad- 
vantages over America by her possessions in the East 
and West Indies, and the geographical position of her 
North American ^colonies, from which she might have 
checked the growing trade of the United States. ^ 

The Dutch conquered a portion of tbe Spanish colonies, 
and established themselves in the East Indies on the ruin 
of the Spanish influence. The Americans couljl not hope 
to reap any such signal advantages over any Europeaa 
colony established in the East ; and had, therefore, no 
other means of competing with their European rivals 
than those which were furnished by the skill of their 
navigators, and the enterprise and ingenuity of their mer- 
chants. The Americans had to purchase commodities 
from the European settlements in the East and West 
Indies in order to seU them again to European nations at 
a less price than they were sold by , the merchants of 
those countries. They had, therefore, to employ all their 
sagacity in trade to compete with them. They had te 
make shorter passages, navigate their ships at a less ratei 
and content themselves with smaller profits. But it was 
even the disadvantages under which they labored wluch 
developed their commercial energies; and without a 
single possession in the East and West Indies, they have 
now more private ships engaged in the India trade than 
any European nation, save England. The number --of 
American ships trading to the Dutch settlements in the 
East Indies was, more than ten years ago, alteoA^ v^^* 

21» 
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rior to that of all the ships employed by the Dutch E!ast 
India Company, and they have since wrested from Hol- 
land a large portion of her trade to Russia and all the 
.ports of the Baltic. 

But if the commercial importance of the United States 
was ,in the outset, favored by circumstances similar to 
those which promoted the trade and navigation of the 
Dutch; if, in the course of their progress, the Americans 
were powerfully assisted by the long wars between 
France and England, acting on their commerce, ais the 
eivil wars of France and Germany acted on. the prosperity 
of Holland, they were equally fortunate in afoiding 
most of the evils with which the commerce of Holland 
was incumbered even during its most flourishing period, 
and which, ultimately brought on its rapid decline. Some 
of these, were inseparable from the political and geo- 
graphical position of Holland ; the rest were owing to 
misgDvernment. To the former we must reckon the op- 
pressive taxation, which was rendered unavoidable by 
the long war with Spain, and subsequently with France, 
and the struggle of the republic for supremacy with the 
growing power of England ; to the latter belong the in- 
troduction of monopolies, the excessive accumulation of 
capital, and the consequently reduced profits in trade, 
and the introduction of the financiering system by which 
the Dutch became the money-lenders of Europe. 

But to understand this subject properly, and, at the 
same time, to be enabled to draw a correct inference 
from it with regard to the future prospects of America, I 
must be pardoned for alluding to a work with which the 
English are already familiar through the pages of the 
Edinburgh Review ; * but which sheds too great a light 
on the history of commerce of all nntions^ and especially 
on that of the United States, not to be once more intro- 
duced to the attention of British readers. I would refer 
to^e *' Recherches sur le Commerce de lafffUande,^^ pub- 
lismed at Amsterdam in 1828. From an attentive perusal 
of the work, and a proper comparison of the history of 
Hutch commerce with that of the United States, the con- 
Tiction will be irresistible that political and religious free* 

•July, 1830, 
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tiom were the two most prominent mora] causes which 
promotied the trade of both nations, and that every* at- 
tempt to circumscribe that freedom either by the estab- 
lishment of monopolies or any other prohibitive system, 
must arrest the. progress of commerce, and become an 
impediment to industry. There can be no stronger ar- 
gument in lavor of this proposition than the answer of 
the Dutch merchants themselves to the queries addressed 
to them by the Stadtholder William IV.,— Why the trade 
of Holland had been rapidly declining, and by what means 
it was to be re-established and placed on its ancient footing ? 
In replying to these questions the merchants were obliged 
to enter fully on the moral and physical causes which co- 
operated to raise Holland to her former proud eminence, 
as also on the reasons which led to her gradual decline. 
Their arguments were all based upon facts, and are the 
more entitled to credit as they proceeded from practi- 
cal men, who had themselves experienced either the 
benefits or the disadvantages of the various systen^ of 
Dutch policy^ They may therefore be supposed to con- 
tain a valuable lesson for all trading communities, and 
particularly for the prosperous Americans. I shall here 
repeat their statements, in order to apply them to the 
history of commerce in the United States. 

The causes which favored the trade of Holland ' are 
divided into three classes, viz. the natural anil physical, 
the moral and political, and the adventitious and ex- 
ternal. 

„I. The natural and physical causes are the ad- 
vantages of the situation of the country, on the sea and 
at the mouth of considerable rivers; its situation between 
the northern and southern parts, which, by being in a 
manner the centre of all Europe, made the republic be- 
come the general market, where the merchants on both 
sides used to bring their superfluous commodities, in order 
to barter and exchange the same for other good8<i||)iey 
wanted. ' 

„ Nor have the barrenness of the country, and the 
necessities of the natives arising from that cause, K|u 
contributed to set them upon exerting all their applieli- 
tion, industry, and utmost stretch of genius, to fetch from 
foreign countries what they stand in need of iii \.Wv\ ^^xs^^ - 
and support themselves by trade. 
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*«The abundance of fisfa in tbe neighboring seas pnt 
theln in a condition not only to supply their own occa- 
sions, but, with the overplus, to carry on a trade with 
foreigners, and out of the produce of the fishery to find 
an equivalent for what they wanted, through the sterility 
and narrow boundaries and extent of their own country. 

** II. Among tbe moral and political causes are to be 
placed the unalterable maxim and fundamental law rela- 
ting to the free exercise of diffierent religions ; and al- 
ways to consider this toleration and connivance as the 
most effectual means to draw foreigners from adjacent 
countries to settle and reside here, and so become instru- 
mental to the peopling of these provinces. 

** The constant policy of the republic to make this 
country a perpetual, safe and secure asylum for all per- 
secuted and oppressed strangers,— -no alliance, no treaty, 
no regard for, or solicitation of any potentate whatever, 
has, at any time, been able to weaken or destroy this law, 
or make the state recede from protecting those who fied 
to it for their own security and. self-preservation. 

*' Throughout the whole course of all the persecutions 
and oppressions that have occurred in other countries, 
the steady adherence of tlie republic to this fundamental 
law, has been the cause that many people have not only 
fled hither for refuge with their whole stock in ready 
cash, and their most valuable eflects, but have also set- 
tled and established many trades, fabrics, manufactories, 
arts, and sciences, in this country, notwithstanding the 
first materials for the said fabrics and manufactories were 
almost wholly wanting in it, and not to be procured but 
at a great expense from foreign parts. 

" The constitution of our form of government, and the 
liberty thus accruing to the citizen, are further reasons to 
which the growth of trade, and its establishment in the 
republic may fairly be ascribed ; and all her policy and 
IsLvm are put upon such an equitable footing, that neither 
life, estates, or dignities depend upon the caprice or ar- 
bitrary power of any single individual ; nor is there any 
room for any person, who, by care, frugality^ and dili- 
gence, has once acquired ah afQuent fortune or estate, to 
fear a deprivation of them by any act of violence, oppres- 
sion or injustice. 
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" The administration of justice in the country has, in 
like manner, always been clear and impartial, and with- 
out distinction of superior and inferior rank — whether 
the parties have been Tich or poor, or were this a foreigner 
and that a native ; and it were greatly to be wished we 
could at this day boast of such impartial quickness and 
despatch in all our legal processes, considering how 
great an influence jt has on trade. 

** To sum up all — amongst the moral and political causes 
of the former flourishing state of trade, may be, likewise, 
placed the wisdom and prudence of the administration; 
the intrepid firmness of the councils; the faithfulness with 
which treaties and engagements were wont to be fulfilled 
and ratified; and particularly the care and caution prac- 
tised to preserve tranquillity and peace, and to decline, in- 
stead of entering on a scene of war, merely to gratify 
the ambitious views of gaining fruitless or imaginary con- 
quests. 

** By these moral and political maxims were the glory 
and reputation of the republic so far spread, and foreign- 
ers animated to place so great a confidence in the steady 
determination of a state so wisely and prudently conduct- 
ed, that a concourse of them stocked this country with an 
augmentation of inhabitants and useful hands, whereby 
its trade and opulence were from time to time increased. 

*' III. Amongst the adventitious and external causes of 
the rise and flourishing state of our trade may be reck- 
oned, — 

<' That at the time when the best and wisest maxims 
were adopted in the republic as the means of making 
trade flourish, they were negfected in almost all other 
countries ; and any one reading the history of those 
times, may easily discover that the persecution, on ac- 
count of religion throughout Spain, Brnbant, Flandei^ff, 
and many other states and kingdoms, have powerfully 
promoted the establishinent of commerce in the republic. 

'*To this happy result, and the settling ofmanfacturers 
in our country, the long continuance of the civil wars in 
France, which were afterwards carried on in Germany J^^ 
England, and divers other parts, have also Very much 
contributed. 

<'It must be added, in the last place!, that during our 
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most Imrdqnsome and heavy wars with Spain and Portu- 
gal, (however ruinous thatperiod was for commerce, other- 
wise) these powers had both neglected their navy ; whilst 
the navy of the republic^ by a conduct directly the reverse, 
was at the same time formidable, and in a capacity not 
only to protect the trade of its own subjects, but to an- 
Opy and crush that of their enemies in alt quarters*^' 

Every word of section 1st and 2d is directly applica- 
ble to the history of the United States; and a large por- 
tion of the adventitious causes which protected and fa- 
vored the commerce of Holland have equally found a 
parallel in the progress of trade in America: The , cen- 
tral position of Holland with regard to Europe, i» but the 
counterpart to the superior situation of the United States 
with regard to the rest of the American continent and the 
West Indies. The United States have become the mart 
of the whole South American and Mexican produce, 
while the city of New York has become the centre of 
the . bullion trade in the world. They are, besides, the 
principal market for European manufactures, and export 
them again, or their own, to all other parts of the globe. 

The barrenness of the soil, which is stated as one of 
the causes which prompted the Dutch to industry and ap- 
plication, applies, it is true, but to a small portion of the 
United States, comprising a part of New England; but 
then the New Englanders, as I have said before were the 
first merchants of America, and the rest of the inhabit- 
tants were, from the- newness of their settlements, iaca- 
pable of availing themselves of the advantages of the 
soil, and, with regard to manufactures, entirely depend- 
ent on Europe. The fisheries, therefore, were early re- 
sorted to as a means of support, and are yet a rich source 
of national wealth to the Americans. They have carried 
this branch of industry further than any other nation, and 
there are whole towns and districts in the United States 
employed by the whale fisheries alofie. 

The moral and political causes which favored the 
growth of Dutch commerce are still more coinciding with 
those which operated in favor of the United States, The 
religious freedom and tolerance of America have been 
the cause of the settlement of whole states, as wfui, for 
iuttaoce, the case with the quakera fa PeQQs^lTftoif^i itnd 
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the establtshnieBts of the puritans in New England. They 
were the immediate. motive of emigration to America of 
thousands of Europeans from England, as well as the 
continent, and, more than any other, instrumental in 
peopling the country. In like manner have the United 
States offered *' a safe, secure, and perpetual asjlum " for 
all persecuted and oppressed strangers, and have, in this 
manner, added to their population, capital, manufactures, 
commerce, and arts and sciences. Nor has the constitu* 
tion of the United States been surpassed by any political 
instrument, in the degree of liberty and protection which 
it affords to the lives and properties of citizens. It gives 
eqtml rights to the rich and the poor, and administers 
justice independent of rank, titles pr hereditary distinc- 
tions. The good faith which the Americans have kept 
with all nations, their keeping kloof from European 
politics, and the care and caution with which they have 
always endeavored to preserve peace, whenever it could 
be done without injury to their national honor, have made 
European capitalists willing to entrust money and proper- 
ty to the rectitude and enterprise of Americans; and at 
this moment an investment of capitalin the United States 
is considered as safe, or safer, than any European invest- 
ment which can be made. 

With rejtard to the adventitious causes which have in- 
creased the commercial prosperity of the United States, 
it may equally be asserted that the erroneous course of 
legislation in other .countries has acted as a premium on 
the ingenuity of the American merchants.' The monopo- 
lies of the English and Dutch East India companies cre- 
ated the India and China trade of the United States; and 
though the late system of free bottomry must necessarily 
interfere with its further progress, it js no longer able to 
crush it. The Americans have become experienced and 
skilful in the trade; they have enriched themselves by its 
profits, and have created the capital by which to carry it 
on. They have procured theniselves customers in every 
part of the world ; and it will require a long and tedious 
opposition to drive them from the vantage-ground th^y 
have assumed. 

If the civil wars in France, Grermany and England 
contributed largely to the mercantile ^reat.ti^^% foJi lAs^-* 
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land, those of the French revolution gave the Americana 
almost a monopoly, and made them the carriers of all 
Europe. But if this was a fortunate circumstance, which 
gave them an opportunity of becoming skilled in naviga- 
tion and commerce, they have improved it to the utmost 
extent of their power ; and, by a system of unremitting 
industry and perseverance, have, since the establishment 
of peace, retained most of the advantages for wliich they 
are indebted to the war. This is the point of culmination 
of the whole history of American commerce, and here 
the history of Holland and the United States are at issue. 

Afler the universal peace of 1815 all nations were at 
liberty to pursue trade, and increase their mercantile na- 
vies as it suited their genius and circumstances. The com- 
petition of England and France, which proved so injuri- 
ous to Dutch commerce, after the peace of Aix la Cha- 
pelle, now threatened to annihilate the American. The 
United States possessed no colonies either in the East or 
West Indies; they had less capital than any. of the princi- 
pal mercantile nations ; they were at a greater distance 
from the principal European marts, and they had to pay 
higher wages to their seamen. But, notwithstanding all 
these difficulties, the American shipping has since that 
period increased even more rapidly than before, and 
their ships are now generally preferred to those of all 
other nations. 

Two principal causes were assigned by the Dutch mer- 
chants for the serious decline of their trade : enormous 
taxation, and the competition of France and England. 
The former induced the merchants of other countries to 
export their superfluities in therr own ships, to the coun- 
tries where they were needed, and to barter them for oth- 
er commodities, which they equally brought home in their 
own bottoms. By this means they avoided being taxed 
by the republic ; and the latter lost its carrying trade, and 
ceased to be the mark of Europe. 

The immense internal resources of the United States, 
and the principle of rigid economy introduced into every 
branch of their government enable them to avoid a simi- 
lar calamity. The American commerce is as free from 
direct taxation as it is from monopolies ; and these are, 
probably,, the principal reasons of its uninterrupted pro- 
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gress, notwithstanding the increased competition of all 
Europe. The extortions and barbarities of the Dutch 
East India Company, its small capital, which did not ex- 
ceed 6,500,000 florins, or about 541,7002. sterling, and 
with which they monopolized a trade which might have 
employed millions of the sums the Dutch were then obliged 
to lend to other countries for want of some better invest- 
ment, and the infamous means by which they absorbed 
and diminished the spice-trade in the East Indies, wei^ 
all instrumental in checking the progress of their trade* 
and were, in effect, a premium on the industry of other 
nations. 

The United States, on the contrary, laid it down as a 
maxim that trade, in order to prosper, must be free, and, 
therefore, granted the same privileges not only to all na^ 
tive <;itizens, without distinction, but also to all foreigners 
who chose to settle, reside or trade, in any American city. 
By this means no particular kind of trade is made to ab- 
sorb an undue portion of the capital of the nation, or is 
embraced and cultivated to the detriment and neglect of 
other branches ; and foreigners, from all parts of the 
world, establishing themselves permanently in the United 
States, make them, in a measure, the central station of 
their commerce. 

But the progress of commerce in the United States 
gived rise to yet another consideration, which, at this mo- 
ment, is of universal interest. The question may arise 
whether the trade of America is increased or diminished 
by thewant of colonies in the East and West Indies; 
and whether such colonies, independent of the political 
advantages which they afford to the different nations of 
Europe, actually increase the profits of their merchants. 
Under the former system of trade, colonies unquestionably 
augmented the commercial prosperity of a nation. They 
were, in fact, considered as an investment of property in 
order to realise a greater per-cent-age on capital. Each 
nation guarding jealously the* produce of its own colonies, 
with a view to establish a monopo]y,'Successin trade, was, 
of course, in a great measure dependent on the possession 
of the most important maritime and commercial stations ; 
-and, accordingly, we have seen the nations of Europe at 
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war with each other for the possession of colonies in the 
S^t and West Indies. 

But the commerce of the world has since undergone 
an important change. The principle of free trade suc- 
ceeds rapidly to that of monopoly. The colonies them- 
selves have risen into importance ; and their trade, in- 
stead of being confined to the mother country, is open 
to the competition of foreigners. They have attained a 
political consequence, and their interests and commerce 
require a different policy from that which led to their es- 
tablishment. Europe is no longer the only consumer of 
Indian commodities ; a large portion of them being used 
in the United States and other parts of America, and 
much also being bartered for the produce of other colo- 
nies, or consumed at home. In proportion as the colonies 
become settled, a portion of the national wealth becomes 
permanently transferred to them, and is employed in eiv- 
riching them instead of the mother country. The money 
invested in plantations proves a drain on the capital of 
Europe ; and the interest of that money is again chiefly 
invested in the colonies.* Neither does the traffic in their 
produce benefit exclusively, the merchants df the mother 
country; because other nations being at liberty to trade 
with the colonies on nearly the same terms, the planters 
•naturally give the preference to those customers from 
whom they may, in return, receive those commodities at 
the cheapest rate, which they themselves stand most in 
need of. By this means they have, to a certain extent, be- 
come commercially independent, and pursue now them- 
selves the trade, and realise the profits on it, for the ex- 
clusive advantage of which the nations of Europe were 
induced to establish them. Their interests are no longer 
identified with those of the mother country, and their 
riches are no longer a- part of the national wealth. Mean- 
while the expenses of their governments increase with 
the extent of cultivated territory and the political con- 
sideration to which they become entitled by the number 
.aud possessions of their inhabitants. The mother country, 

. ■■/ It must be observed, that these remarks apply principally to those 
colonies where the English have formed permanent settlements, and 
which have attained a powerful political consequence by the establish- 
' menl of provincial assemblies. 
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which hears a great part of these expenses, is obliged U^ 
concede to them every year new rights and privileges 
which render them still more independent, and give 
greater liberty to their commerce. Thus it may be said 
that in proportion as the colonies increase, the profits of 
the mother country diminish; they become every year 
more expensive to the government^ and a direct tax on 
the country which gave them birth ; making but inade« 
quate and indirect returns by the facilities which they 
afford to its commerce, and imposing a heavy duty on 
many articles of European commerce, which must act as 
a premium on the trade of America. 

The Americans have no drawbacks, whether originat- 
ing in colonies or otherwise, on their commerce. They 
have not to expend large sums to favot a particular 
branch of trade, and thereby tax all the rest ; they have 
not to create al-tificial interests which force a portion of 
the national wealth into an unnatural channel, or alienate 
it from home; and they never have any considerable 
portion of their capital invested, without bearing them 
interest. The profits realised in trade return directly 
home to their country, and there beget new wealth. 
America has no fixed possessions out of the United States, 
and has no other interests to protect than her own. Her 
merchants need not pursue any particular branch of 
trade longer than it is profitable, or yields greater returns 
than they .can hope to realise from any other kind of 
industry. The American trade, therefore, is more free 
than that of any other nation: for it leaves the articles of 
commerce, the place of purchase, and the best mart of 
their sale entirely at the option of the dealers. It gives 
them the greatest latitude of speculation, and the largest 
field for enterprise. It is connected with the smallest 
taxation to the merchants and the community at large* 
and enables them to become general dealers, without 
being obliged to become store-keepers^ in any^ particular 
part of the world. The expenses of trade are thus re- 
duced, and American merchants successfully compete 
with those of Europe, notwithstanding their apparent^ 
small profits, and the seeming disadvantage of theur 
position. ' 

That the internal resources of America lia.v« x&sMifi^ 
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wdwerfiiflj contributed to extend the commerce of tbe 
^ited Staitest no one can reasonably deny ; but the 
poitcy of the country^ its laws and political institutions, 
tad the peculiar mercantile genius of the inhabitants* 
TfOLwe done the rest. I do not believe that any other na- 
tion, placed wnder similar circumstances, would have 
devdoped the same commercial talent, and none could 
have succeeded without the political freedom of America. 

For sbopkeeping, the Americans seem to have less 
talent than any people in Europe. They lack the patience 
which is necessary for retail trade, and exhibit evidently 
less taste in the display of their goods, than either the 
French or. the English. The shops in New York and 
other large cities are well stored with every description 
of merchandise from India and Europe ; but the econom- 
ical habits of the people do not allow them to expend any 
donsiderable sums in. decora ting their premises. In this 
they follow the inclination of their customers, who do not 
Kke to pay for the outfit, but value merchandise only 
according to its intrinsic worth and usefulness. 

Good articles, at -a cheap rate, command the greatest 
patronage ;. and no fashionable preference being generally 
estabiisbed in favor of one or the other shop or its locali- 
ty,' the retailers follow the example of the merchants, and 
avoid «very unnecessary expense which would tax their 
trade and redace their profits. Neither do they seem to 
have any particular regard for the qualify of their cus- 
tomers;, but endea?or to inerease their number, which 
Can only be done by reasonable prices adapted to the 
means of the multitude. 

- The American shopkeeper depends on the public at 
large, and has, therefore, no inducement to gratify the 
fancy of particular classes by an attempt at expensive 
refinements. He prefers a trade in the commonest arti- 
cles, to the dealing in costly fashions; and, by a peculiar 
mercantile instinct, is better satisfied with small profits 
em large sales, than with large profits on small ones. 
The Americans, of all nations in the world, understand 
klUst how to buy and sell things on a small scale, and are 
teadt in the habit of increasing their estates by the pro- 
portional smallness of their expenditure. I do not mean 
fo ra^ that they^are an extrava^iit people, or fond of the 
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higher elegancies and luxuries of life ; but a certain de>- 
gree,of comfort, and even affluence, is shared by all 
classes of society, and is alike indispensable to all. 

Of all nations in Europe, the French seem to be bett 
adapted to the business of retail trade. They understand 
the whole art of buying things at five ^ous, and selling 
them again at six, without, growing weary and impatient. 
They are a people who can enjoy life in every form and 
variety; and are generally more remarkable for excelling 
in the minutiae of a particular department, than for thi 
readiness with which they endeavor to enlarge it. Thej 
are frugal and industrious by nature, and, perhaps, as 
happy in .their limited sphere, as the most enterprising 
nation in the world, and more certain of moderate sUc- 
cesjs. They know best how to proportion their expenses 
to their income. They always manage to save somethtng» 
be it ever so little ; but they are less active and enterpris- 
ing than either the English or Americans. Most of the 
small shopkeepers in Paris have their principal stock in 
trade at the window; but then there is taste in its ar- 
rangement, and ingenuity in its display. If they are 
asked for an article, they will enter upon an exposition of 
its qualities with a minuteness of detail, and a prodigality 
of reasoning, which will satisfy the inquirer at once that 
they are at home in their department, and not anxious 
to quit the premises. 

To a French shopkeeper, his botUique is the universe. 
He there commences and finishes his observations; and^ 
though sometimes subject to political aberrations, returns 
to it willingly, as the principal scene of his usefulness. 
An American, and especially a New Englander, has in 
his very constitution more or less of the spirit of a mer^ 
chant. He cannot with good grace stoop to the retailing 
of ribbons and pins ; and if, from a want of funds or 
credit, he is obliged to resort to so humble a beginning, 
he is eagerly panting for an extension of business, and 
will seize upon the first opportunity to disengage himself 
from so disagreeable a task. 

In the large Atlantic cities of the United States, tha 
retailers /of goods follow the same routine as the m0^ 
chants. They receive and give extensive credit, employ 
a book-keeper and a number of clerks, and, thou^k <b«i% 

32» 
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are generally more than one partner in a firm, manage 
to liye and-maintain their families in a stjle to which the 
same classes in Europe are almost entire strangers. 
Many of them are themselres importers, or supply the 
retailers in the country ; and there is, perhaps, not one 
who would not willingly risk half his fortune to increase 
his facilities of trade. They. are seldom content with 
.their present situation, which they are alwaye ready to 
improve by circumstances, and are only by great misfor- 
tttties and losses debarred from becoming respectable 
merchants. 

, Rousseau, with more irony than flattery tx) either sex, 
eommended the business of shopkeeping to women ; and 
it must be allowed that the women of France, at least, 
are most remarkably fit for that purpose. Whether .he 
Intended to increase the profits in trade by the petty 
nanoeuvres of which he judged females alone capable, or 
whether he wished to preserve the minds of men from a 
task which he thought humiliating and destructive to. the 
higher powers, I know not ; but certainly his 'advice has 
been followed in France, and the general morality of the 
people is far from being improved by it. The American 
shopkeeper's wife and daughters are never seen at the 
scene of business, for which they are neithei: intended 
aor qualified ; and, being unable to assist him in trade, 
are more happily employed in preserving the purity and 
sanctity of his fire-side. They give him that which he 
would otherwise be obliged to resign — a home in the 
bosom of his family. 

. Trade, in America, does not consist in the mechanical 
purchase and sale of goods. The prices of articles are 
not so stable as in Europe, and depend in a far higher 
degree on the state of the money-market at home and 
abroad, and on the political prospects of the country. 
These it is not in the power of ordinary minds at all 
times justly to estimate; and it is therefore only the well- 
informed and the shre\yd, who can reasonably hope to 
succeed. Fortunes are sometimes made by unexpected 
lurns of good luck; but in the far greater number of 
instances, they are the result of well-planned and execut- 
ed speculations ; and none of them are preserved without 
prudence and good sense. In every other coaotry the 
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number of inherited fortunes is greater than that of the 
acquired ones ; in America the case is entirely the re-r 
verse, most of them being the result of severe application 
to business, accompanied by sobriety and frugality of 
habits. 

It is a circumstance worthy of observation that almost 
all the enterprising merchants of New York, Boston, 
and the other seaports, sprung from nothing, and that in 
nearly all instances, good sense and industry have gone 
further than mere capital, with inferior qualifications 
for business. It would be difficult to explain so general 
a phenomenon merely by the general prosperity of the 
country, the fertility of its soil, and the millions of acres 
of land yet left to be explored by the people. The 
fortunes of farmers and mechanics might be accounted 
for in this manner; because in these occupations it is 
personal labor chiefly which insures ultimate success. 
But in the case of the merchants, I would more willingly 
ascribe the source of prosperity, first, to the increased 
facilities of credit, and secondly, to the willingness of the 
ri<^h capitalists to invest their money in trade. A young 
beginner with talents finds always a partner with money, 
— in many instances a silent oae, — while the son of a 
rich man either studies a profession, or receives less, of 
that practical education which alone can fit him Hm* 
business. 

There is, probably, no other country in which credit is 
so purely personal as in the United States.- In England 
it is already more so than^in France ; btit in the rest of 
Europe it is chiefiy based on property, and consequently 
with few individual exceptions^ beyond the grasp of mere 
intelligence, honesty, and industry. In this manner, the 
investments of money are, assuredly, more secure ; but 
the floating capital always less than the real amount of 
property, and active commerce, whose soul is credit, al- 
most entirely out of the question. The money lent on 
real estate or any other security is no bonus paid to the 
personal qualifications and probity of the borrower, and 
cannot, properly, be said to constitue a trust. It do€B 
not actually increase his means ; for he obtains it only ^M- 
an advance on something of still greater value. It .minr 
be of great advantage to him at the moment, becvA&HA ^ 
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enables him to dispose of, and employ, a certain part of 
the value of his estate without being compelled to re- 
nounce its possession ; but the transaction is as far re- 
moved ffQm the operation of credit, as the accommodation 
of a pawn-broker ivho lends on pledges. 

It is with the utmost difficulty that a poor German or a 
Frenchman succeeds in the acquisition of property : his 
progress is slow and tedious, and his facilities of credit 
Qever much in advance of his actual stock in trade. In 
America the case is different^ Men there are trusted in 
proportion to their reputation for honesty and adaptation 
to business. Industry, perseverance, acquaintance with 
the market, enterprise — in short, every moral qualification 
of a merchant increases his credit as much as the actual 
amount of his property. The facilities of a beginner are 
even greater than those of a person established for Some 
time, unless the latter have given evidence of his superior 
fitness for business. An American is more willing to 
trust a young man who has to establish a. reputation by 
faithfully, discharging his' engagements, than one whose 
fortune is made, and who, on that account, is less depend- 
ent* on the opinion of others. ** A young man," he says, 
**is naturally more enterprising; be has a much longer 
career to run, and willj therefore, do niiore to win golden 
opinions from his friends, than one who has advanced to 
old age, and can neither atone for or correct the follies 
of his youth." 

Neither are American capitalists, as I have said before, 
contented with so small a per-centage on their money as 
Europeans ; but rather venture a certain portion of their 
fortunes, in order to realise a greater income ; and are, 
consequently, always ready to trust and employ those who 
possess more mind than capital, or to go into partnership 
with them. Thus the amount of floating tsapital in the 
United States is not merely based on the gross value of 
real and personal estate, but also on the moral qualifi« 
cations of the merchants, and the resources of the country 
which it is the genius of the people to develope. The fig- 
ures on 'change denote not merely money and merchan- 
dise ; but represent also the intelligence, enterprise, econ- 
omy and probity of the people : they are the index to the 
mind as well as to the property of the merchants. 
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The influence which this method of transacting busi- 
ness must exercise on the extension of commerce cannot^ 
for one moment, be doubtful. The advantages arising 
from it, to the country at large, are incalculable. It ena- 
bles merchants to extend their transactions to sums vastly 
superior to their positive means; holds out facilities of 
trade to persons who would otherwise be entirely dis- 
possessed of them, and has a decided tendency to bring 
foreign capital into the market. Where the greatest 
profits are realised, and the greatest amount of business 
transacted, to that place will capital emigrate — be it 
India or China, England or the United States. Millions 
are thus circulating in many an American town, which 
would otherwise be confined to a small and limited trade> 
and thousands of people, who are now engaged in com- 
merce, and employed in enriching themselves and the 
country, would be obliged to resort to manual labor, to ob- 
tain for themselves a bare subsistence. But it is not the 
country where the greatest capital is pwned, but, on the 
contrary, that in which the greatest amount of it circu- 
lates, which must eventually become rich and powerfiil ; 
ahdy with the present prospects of America, no/* limit can 
be assigned to her future prosperity. 

The advantages of the American system of credit are 
not only felt in the operation of commerce ; they have 
also a strong moral influence on the people, and it is prin- 
cipally this which commands our serious attention. 

Where credit is solely based on property, there it must 
naturally stifle the spirit of enterprise, or confine it to a 
small class. A large number of those who possess for- 
tunes will only be intent on the most sordid means of in- 
creasing it, and every additional pound which they amass 
is a fresh obstacle to the progress of a poor beginner* 
Meanness and avarice must take the place of a well-di- 
rected extensive commerce, and petty savings and usury 
be substituted for activity and liberal industry. That such 
a process is humiliating to the mind, and entirely incom- 
patible with that generosity of feeling which we associate 
with the character of a gentleman, will hardly be dispute 
ed; and it is therefore not surprising that in those coun* 
tries the position and employment of a merchant should 
be looked upon as debasinj^ the nobler facultm* 
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• In Germany, with the exception of three or four com- 
mercial cities, which 4)y the Confederation areallowed to 
have their own government, the merchants hold a very 
inferior rank in society ; and there is no officer, civil or 
lYiilitary, or no man of liberal education, in genera}, who 
would not be considered to confer a favor by his inter- 
course with any one connected with trade. Not so in 
America. The business of a merchant, in the United 
Statesyis rather calculated to expand and liberalise his 
mind than to contract and destroy it. His firm represents 
not only his property, but also the intelligence, industry, 
and enterprise of which he is possessed. His credit in- 
creases not only with his capital ; but is founded also on 
his personal qualifications, and the innate or acquired 
superiority of his intellect. He can supply the deficiency 
of capital by a more enlarged sphere of knowledge and 
experience, and is thus, by his moral advantages, raised 
to an equality with the more wealthy and prospe|*ous. 
The rich are obliged to employ the talents of the poor in 
order to increase their wealth ; and the latter may, in 
turn, hope to become opulent and independent. Com- 
merce, in this manner, is not monopolized by a' few. weal- 
thy families,^ but beconoes the national occupation of the 
whole people, in which all, who have talent and industry, 
have an equal chance of success. 

An American merchant obtains and gives more credit 
than an European, and has, therefore, a wider range of 
speculation and action before him, than one possessed of 
the same capital in any other country. His mind becomes 
enlarged with the development of the immense national 
resources which form the basis and element of his enter- 
prise. One half of the internal improvements of the 
country would y«t be in embryo, or not even thought 
of, were it not for the liberality of the merchants and 
capitalists who have furnished the money, or the talents 
and industry of beginners who were willing to take charge 
of the enterprise. Without the system of personal credit, 
neither coinmerce, nor manufactures, nor even agricul- 
ture would have advanced with the same rapidity of pro- 
gress ; and fertile districts, animated by the arts of civil« 
ization, and provided with schools and seminaries of 
Je^mio^, would yet be ' the abode of the deer, and tho 
haunt of the Americati Indian. 
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Th<e. extensive and diversified commerce of the United 
States, the peculiar manner of transacting business, and 
the great number of persons who participate in it, cause 
an incessant contact of all classes of society, which can- 
not but be beneficial to all, but particularly advantageous 
to the merchant. ]ie is made more intimately acquainted 
with the wants, means, and feelings of the mechanic, the 
manufacturer, the agriculturist, the politician, and the 
professional man— all of whom have a more direct influ- 
ence on his prosperity, and are directiy or indirectly in- 
terested in his success. His information extends with 
his business, and he becomes, from necessity, ^ shrewd 
observer and judge of human actions and motives. He is 
continually watching the current of events, the changes 
of public opinion, and the drfferent directions of industry; 
for if he fail to profit by them before they are generally 
known, he is sure to be distanced by his numerous and 
more vigilant competitors. 

Again, credit being personal, and business done to a 
much larger amount than is covered by property, it is not 
sufficient for him to know the fortunes and present means 
of those whom in the course of his ordinary transactions 
he is obliged to trust : he must be able to judge of their 
honesty, their talent for business, and the motives which 
they may have for fulfilling their engagements. He is 
thus compelled to study characters, while his own h made 
the Subject of the severest scrutiny ; and becomes as skil- 
ful in discoveri^ig the personal qualifications of others, as 
he is solicitous to bluish from his own conduct all that 
can give rise to premature judgments or suspicions. This 
is the reason why the American merchants enjoy suchtft 
high reputation for shrewdness and sagacity ; and why 
they are universally allowed to be excellent judges of 
men and their actions. Mr. Hamilton observed a simlj^f 
feature, but did not trace it to its right source.* 

« 

* " Of whatever soleci<!m of deportment they are themselves guilty,'/ 
says Mr. Hamilton, " The Americans are admirable, and perhaps not 
very lenient judges of manners in others. * * * With them vulgar 
audacity will not pass for polished ease, nor will fashionable exterior 
be received for more than it is worth. I know of no country where an 
impostor would have a more difficult game to play in the prosecution 
of his craft, and should consider him < an accomplished deceiver were 
he able to escape detection amid observation so vi^^slX ^sl^^c^s^.^^'" 
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V To the advantages of their position in society ». the 

■ American merchants join, for the most part, those of a 
superior education « and there are many of them, especial- 
ly in the city of Boston, who have completed a college- 
coarse. To this we must add the information acquired 
by travelling at home and abroad, and their consequent 
freedom from a variety of prejudices inseparable from 
men who have not had an opportunity- of observing. and 
judging for themselves. Many of them have taken, an 
active part in politics ; and, although they were not al- 
ways so successful as in trade, have at least exhibited a 
penetration and comprehensiveness of mind which are 
seldom surpassed by professional legislators. There are 
merchants in the Senate and in the House of Representa- 
tires of the United States, and the same may be observed 
in the Senate and House of Representatives in each in- 
dividual state. To sum up the whole, the American 
merchants, as a body, are a well-bred, intelligent and 
liberal-minded set of men, and in point of sagacity, judg- 
ment, and general information, inferior to no class of 
society either in America or Europe. . 

One serious objection which has been made against 
the American system ^ of credit, is the great number of 
failures which are its necessary consequence. Now, 
granted that there occur more failures in the United 
States than in any country of the same population in 
£urope, it does not follow that, considering the amount 
of busin<ess, and the number -of those who engage in it, 
there is more injury sustained from bankruptcies than 
either in France or England ; on the contrary, it is more 
liian probable that the profits, realised in any kind of 
trade, bear a better proportion to the losses sustained, by 
i nsol vent debtors than in anj other country. 
^f£o judge correctly of the frequency of failures in 
America, we must not only consider the vastness of specu- 
lation based on a comjparatively small capital, but also 
the fact that in the United States there exists as yet no 
bankrupt law to exclude persons of whatever employment 

This panegyric of American sagacity the learned author intended 
only for their jud^ent of maDners;. but a little further investigation 
would have convinced him that it has a more solid foundation, and 
Mpplies eqnahy to the moral and intellectual qualifications of men* * 
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or trade of the advantages enjoyed by merchants. Mer- 
cantile speculations are not confined to any one class ; 
the tradesman, the mechanic, the agriculturist, the lawyer, 
the physician, and eren the schoolmaster have their 
share in them ; and, considering the liabilities of all these 
persons, we shall find the number of those who actually 
avail themselves of the benefit of the '< act for insolvent 
debtors,'* not only small, but incapable of affecting the 
community. If the facilities of credit were less, the 
number of failures would, undoubtedly, be less also ; bat 
in the same ratio would also diminish the facilities of 
trade, and the profits arising from an active and liberal 
commerce. The nation^ would be deprived of one of its 
principal sources of prosperity, and thousands of enter* 
prising individuals prevented from participating in an ex* 
tensive business. Those who are against the credit sys- 
tem of the United States, ought for the same reason to 
oppose navigation, on account of the frequency of ship- 
wrecks. 

The American banks are all banks of issue, discount 
and deposite, and, in the large Atlantic cities, extremely 
well managed. I believe there are but very few instances 
known in which any of them have failed in Boston, and 
those of New York and Philadelphia enjoy equally the 
highest credit. Their number, however, is prodigious^ 
which is, perhaps, one of the principal reasons why they 
are less secure than those of Europe. The system of 
credit in the United States renders them, of course, 
liable to frequent losses ; but they are, nevertheless, one 
of the principal engines in the rapid improvements of the 
country, and increase the facilities of intercourse apjil 
business. ^ 

All that can be said in their favor or against them, t^ ' 
fers to the American credit system, of which the ba^P 
are but^the auxiliaries, and is, consequently, already im- 
plied in what I have said on that subject. To .avoid re- 
petition, therefore, I shall content myself with stating, ia 
the following table, the amount of banking capital and 
bills in circulation, in each state ; from which the reader 
Qiay form an estimate as to the extent to which this 
principle is applied in practice. The table refers to the 
commencement of the year 1834^ and does not v(nk\»Al% 
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lii« United States Bank with a capital of 35,900,000 of 
dollars, and its numerous branches. Nor is it necessary 
to add that since that period numerous other banking 
institutions have sprung up, and are daily rising into ex* 
istenbe, which, of course, must render all such state- 
meats incomplete. A table of this kind can only serve to 
exhibit-the ratio which exists between capital and credit^ 
and perhaps not even that with mathematical precision. 



State. 



.*M 



Maine - - 
N. Hampsiiire 
Vermont 
Massachus'tts 
Rhode Island 
Connecticut 
New York - 
New Jersey 
Pennsylvania 
Delaware 
Maryland - 
Virginia 
N. Carolina 
S. Carolina 
Georgia 
Alabama 
Mississippi 
Louisiana 
Tennessee 
Kentucky 
#hio - - 
Indiana 
UUnois - - 
Missouri* - 
District of 

Columbia 
Florida - 
Michigan 
Arkansas f 



} 



No. of Banks. 



14 

24 

17 

102 

51 

21 

79 

22 

41 

4 

22 

4 

3 

7 

13 

5 

2 

12 

2 

3 

20 

1 

1 

8 

6 
3 



Sum total j 487 



Capital. 



Dollars. 

2,727,000 

2,454,308 

911,080 

28,236,250 
7,438,848 
5,708,015 

27,846,460 
6,375,000 

17,084,444 
2,000,000 
9,270,091 
5,694,500 
1,824,725 
3,156,318 
6,534,691 
4,308,207 
3,666,805 

23,664,755 

2,242,827 

1,875,418 

5,986,625 

150,000 

200,000 

3,355,305 

1,000,000 
2,250,000 



Bills circulated. 



175,962,572 



Dollars. 

1, 303^671 
1,063,145 
1,234,178 
7,889,110 
1,264,394 
2,557,227 
15,471,328 
5,840,000 
10,366,232 

504,000 
2,441 ,698 
5,598,392 

981,114 
3,724,442 
3,055,003 
2,054,471 
2,100,426 
4,793,730 
2,110,880 

838,091 

1,945,917 

75,000 

100,000 

1,109,389 

600,000 
428,000 



79,449,838 



•There was no bank in that state, except a branch of the United 
States Bank. 

t There was no bank in that territory, except a branch of the bank 



of Maryland, which failed in March, 1834. 
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Most of the southern banks have a number of branches ^ 
which are included in the amount of capital given abovjSi 
The bills of the United States Bank circulating in 1835 
amounted to twenty-two millions of dollars, and the 
specie in its vaults to 13,912,577 dollars 47 cents. There 
were twenty-nine banks selected for the deposits of the 
government with a capital of 34,847,203 dollars, which 
issued bills to the amount of 15,521,997 dollars. 

The bank capitals in the different states, for the year 
1834-5, compiled from official returns ^ as stated in Bick* * 
nell's *Thtladelphia Counterfeit Detector,"were as follows. 
Maine . . - . Dols. 2,724,000 

New Hampshire - - - 2,454,308 

Vermont - - - - - 911,900 

Massachusetts - - - - 29,409,450 
Rhode Island - - - - 7,438,848 
Connecticut - - - - 5^^08,015 

New York - - - - 31,781,460 

New Jersey - - - - 6,375,500 

Pennsylvania - - - - 17,084,444 
Delaware .... - - 2,000,000 

Maryland 9,270,091 

Virginia 5,694,500 

North Carolina - - . . 3,324,725 
South Carolina - - - - 7,331,318 
Gecd-gia . - - - - 8,034,691 
Alabhma - ... . 4,308,207 
Mississippi - - . - 11,000,000 

Louisiana - - . . . 33,664,755 
Tennessee - - - - - 5,242,827 
Kentucky - - - . . 10,000,000 ^ 

Ohio 5,086,125 

Indiana - - . - - - 1,500,000 

Illinois 1,700,000 . 

District of Columbia - - - 3^355,305 
Florida Territory - - - 1,000,000 .. 

Michigan Territory - - - 2,250,000 

Total - 219,250,549 dols. 



From 1811 till 1830^ 165 banks are known to have 
failed, with ah aggregate capital of 24»212,339 dollars. 
The number ef failures, therefore, averaged between 
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eight and nine per annum, which is not yet one for emery 
tm states of the Union, and consequently but a small 
drawback on the extensive benefits of the system. 

After what I have said of American commerce and 
merchants, it will perhaps be not unwelcome to some of 
mj readers, to have some numerical details about the 
imports and exports of the United States. The following 
are taken from official reports ; and.it will be perceived 
from them that the exports in 1834 surpassed those of 1830 
by 7,174,654 dollars ; and that in the year following (1835) 
tney increased by further 23,312,811 dollars, making in all 
a total augmentation of 30,487,465 dollars in five years. 

The exports of 1830 (the year ending Dollars. 

September 30th) amounted to 73,849,508 



Of which there were — 
Domestic produce 
Foreign ditto 

Toul 

Those of 1834 were 
Of which — 
The sea yielded 
The forest, - - - 
Vegetable food, 
Tobacco, - - - 
Cotton, - - - 

Other agricultural products, 
Manufactures, 
And other articles not ) 
enumerated, ) 

Total 

Finally, the exports of 1835 to - 

Of which there were — 
Domestic produce 
Foreign ditto 

Total 



Dollars. 

- 59,462,029 
. 14,387,479 

- 78,849,508 



* 81,024,162 

2,071,493 

4,457,997 
10,884,052 

6,595,305 

49,448,402 

453,028 

5,998,012 

1,115,873 



81,024,162 
Dollars. 
104,336,973 



Dollars. 

- 81,024,162 

- 23,312,811 

- 104,336,973 



^•^ 
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The imports in 1835 were - - 126,521,332 

Those of 1830 - - - - 70,876,920 



Increase in five years - 55,644,412 

The amount of imports and exports in American vessels 
is to that in foreign vessels as six to one nearly. (In 
the year 1830 it was 51 : 8, or 6^ : 1. ; and in 1834 as 
175: 32, or 5^1 : 1.) 

It will also be perceived from those statements that 
while in 1830 the exports surpassed the imports by 
2,972,588 dollars, the balance of trade has, in 1835, been 
turned against America. This, however, was owing to 
particular circumstances connected with the history of 
the United States Bank, and the great depression of 
foreign exchange, which must always act as a premium 
on the importation of foreign goods. 

To form an idea of the increasing navigation o( the 
United States, we need only reflect on the amount of 
tonnage which at the beginning of the year 1833 was 
registered in the principal seaports and districts as fol- 

lOWJB * • 

. New York, (State of New York) - 298,832 

Boston, (Massachusetts) - - 171,045 

Philadelphia, (Pennsylvania) - - 77,103 

New Bedford, (Massachusetts) - 70,550 

New Orleans, (Louisana) - - 61,171 

Portland, (Maine) - - - 47,942 

Baltimore, (Maryland) - - 47,129 

Bath, (Maine) - - -^ - 33,480 

Salem, (Massachusetts) - - . 30,293 

Nantucket, (Massachusetts) - - 28,580 

Barnstable, (Massachusetts) - - 28,153 

Waldoborough, (Maine]) - - 24,948 

. New London^ (Connecticut) - - 24,224 

Penobscot, (Maine) - - - 22,115 

Newbury port, (Massachusetts) - 20,131 

Providence, (Rhode Island) - 19,136 

Belfast, (Maine) - - - - 18,576 

Plymouth, (Massachusetts) - - 17,669 

Portspiouth, (New Hampshire) '- 17,126 

Norfolk, (Virginia) - - • - 15,79Q 

23* 
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Passamaquoddj, (Maine) - - 13,370 

Gloucester, (Massachusetts) - - 13,266 

Wilmington, (North Carolina) - 13,265 

Charlestown, (South Carolina) - 13,244 

Vienna, (Maryland) - - - 13,129 

Bristol, (Rhode Island) - - 12^879 

Bridgetown, (New Jersey) - - 12,690 

Fairfield, (Connecticut) - - 10,892 

Alexandria, (District of Colun^bia) - 10,599 

Pittsburgh, (Pennsylvania) - - 10,091 

Total, - - 1,197,419 Tons. 

exclusive of the tonnage of ^steaml[>oats. If we allow 
since 1833 but an increase of ten per cent., (which I think 
is small, considering the rapid progress of commerce and 
manufactures,) we shall have the actual amount of ton- 
nage in the thirty principal districts 1,317,160 tons; and, 
considering the low rate at which ships are generally 
registered in the United States, and the districts not enu- 
fl^erated in the above statements, I do not think that two 
millions of tons would exceed the actual amount of Ameri- 
can tonnage. This, for a country whose independence 
has been acknowledged little more than half a century, is 
certainly enormous, and a gigantic index to her future 
mercantile importance. 

The following Table will exhibit the Number of 
American and Foreign Vessels, with their Tonnage, 
which entered into each of the Districts of the United 
States during the» Xear ending on the 30th of Septem- 
ber, 1835 ; also the Tonnage of each District on 31st 
December, 1834.* 

* We must, here, again remember, that the mercantile transactions 
of that year offer no fair average of the active commerce of the United 
States. Compare the remarks, page 269 on the Imports of 183&.) 
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AMKBICAN HANUFACTUItES. 



The Foreign Tonniob, Vessels and Crews were dis- 
tributed as follows. 
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The maDufactures of the United States have kept eqtial 

Sace witli the extension of commerce. The states of 
lassachuaetta, Pennsyhania, New York, and New Jersey 
have taken the lead ; but the same spirit of enterprise is 
manifesting itself in every quarter of the Union. Amer- 
ica possesaes all the requisites of a manufacturing coun- 
try — water, coni, and a highly ingenious inventive popu* 
lation. Wages are higher, ami coal and iron dearer than 
in Engfand ; hut the taxes are lower, living cheaper, and 
raw material, especially cotton, hemp, flax, alkalies for 
glass, hides and lanning matter, obtained at a less rate in 
the country. The wnter.power of the United States, 
moreover, exceeds that of all other countries in ihc world, 
and is a cheap substitute tor steam ; and the increasing 
coal-pita in Pennsylvania and Virginia will soon yield fu- 
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el for warming buildings at nearly as cheap a rate as in 
Englaad. Besides, the mineral resource h of the country 
are scarcely known ; and from the number of iron mines, 
and coal-pits, which are already in successful operation, 
the conclusion is but natural that many more will be die- 
covered, as the increasing scarcity of wood will direct the 
attention of the people to this source of national wealth.* 
Large coal mines have recently beeu discovered in Ohio 
and Kentucky ; and the attempt to use anthracite coal on 
board of steamboats has already been made, and succeed- 
ed : but in proportion as American coal is capable of tak- 
ing the place of the English, the Americans will become 
independent also in this respect of the mother country. 

The progress of manufacture is most powerfully sec- 
onded by the inventive genius of the people. The daily 
improvements in machinery and the mechaoic arts are 

* " Copper is found from Ouisconsin to the falls of St. Anlbony's, on 
the shares of Lake Superior, in such abandiuice sjid purity, that the 
Indiaas make hatchets and omaments fitnn it. The whole region ot 
the upper Mississippi is mineral, abounding in lead and copper ore."— 
S^siotai Adwicaie. 

The American gold region was not known till 1834 ; hut the sab- 
joined table, from the " Atneriean Almanac and Repositol? of Useftll 
Kuowledfe," which vas compiled from ofGeial documents, will show 
■'--- ■ dfroE ■ —-."».■- .--■-- 
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equalled in no other country, and show the natural adap- 
tation of the Americans to every thing based on the com- 
putation of numbers. In this consists the practical mathr 
em atical talent which every American possesses ^^ by intui- 
tipn/'^and which renders him, instinctively, a calculating 
merchant, an ingenious mechanic, an able navigator, add 
an inventive manufacturer. His mind is constantly occu-f 
pied with some plan or enterprise; and, being naturally 
inclined to investigation, he discovers daily new meajisof 
creating and increasing capital, improving trade, and con- 
structing machines to diminish the amount of manual la- 
bor. The high price of labor is an additional jpremium on 
successful inventions^ and the facilities of navigation and 
water-power indicate to him sufficiently the proper direc- 
tion of his efforts. 

The opinion of those who maintain that the high wages 
in the United States must, for a long time yet, retard the 
progress of manufactures, is practically refuted by the 
number of flourishing establishments, which are constant- 
ly springing up in every part of the country ; and, more 
especially, by the profits realised by their projectors, the 
number of hands which they furnish with employment, 
and the general prosperity of all who are directly or in- 
directly interested in their success. 

That there was a time when the manufactures of Amer- 
ica were in a critical state, is as well known in Cngland 
as in America; but then they were in their infancy, with- 
out experience or knowledge of the business in which 
they had engaged, and from the large profits realised at 
the commencement of their operations, tempted to in- 
crease their activity to a degree which was disproportion- 
ate with the consumption. They consequently glutted the 
market, and having, at the same time, to compete with 
largft importations from Europe, saw their. profits at once 
diminished beyond the possibility of continuing the busi- 
ness. Many of them failed, and others were nearly re- 
duced to the same situation. But there were, neverthe- 
less, a considerable number of those who possessed suf- 
ficient capital to escape from the period of trial; and 
there are few who have not profited by the experience of 
former years, and become more prudent and cautious in 
their operations. 
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Another objection made to the progress of American 
manufactures, was the necessity of their being protected 
by a high and oppressive tariff, which was thought to op- 
erate so unequally and unjustly in the different states 
that, at one time, it threatened to sever the union. This 
tariff has since been modified ; the protection offered by it 
to many articles of manufacture, has been diminished by 
more than one half; and what is the consequence? — an 
increase of production, and a general prosperity amongst 
manufacturers, at a period which proved the severest trial 
to every species of trade and commerce. American man- 
ufactures are no longer confined to the domestic market ; 
they have found the way to South America, the East and 
West Indies, and even to China. Their progress is as- 
sisted by the increasing navigation of the United States, 
and by the liberal and enterprising spirit of the merchants. 
But there is a set of sceptics who will listen to nothing 
that is not proved mathematically ; and to those no ap- 
peal can avail unless it be made in numbers. Numbers 
are universally allowed to contain the raost positive argu- 
ment; and I cannot hesitate, therefore, to submit to the 
unbelievers of whatever country, the subjoined statements 
taken from official documents placed before the Congress 
of the United States at the first session of the twenty- 
fourth Congress, March 4th, 1836, by Levi Woodbury, 
Esq., Secretary of the Treasury. 

Table, showing the Exports of Cotton Manufactures of the 
United States to different parts of the world. 



Years. 



/ 



1826 
1827 
1828 
1829 
1830 
1831 
1832 
1833 
J834 



To 
S. America 
and Mexico. 



value in dols. 
900,000 
900,000 
800,000 

1,800,000 

1,000,000 
900,000 
900,000 

1,900,000 
1,500,000 



To India 

and 
Africa. 



value in dols. 
10,000 
13,000 
22,000 
37,000 
75,000 
66,000 
83,000 
120,000 
186,000 



To. 

China. 



value in dols, 
14,000 
9,000 
14,900 
26,000 
56,000 
49,000 
88,000 



To the 
West Indies. 



vaZue in dols. 
99,000 
66,000 
46,000 
49,000 
47,000 
41,000 
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The yearly value df cotton manufactures in the United 
States was, in 1815, twenty-four millions of dollars, but, 
in 1832, it had increased to thirty millions, and during 
the following five years it has further increased by $17,- 
500,000, the aggregate amount being $47,500,000, or 
9,500.000 pounds sterling. The capital employed; in 
manufactures in 1815, was forty millions ; but in 1835, 
eighty millions of dollars ; increase in twenty years 100 
per cent.* The augmentation in the growth of cotton, 
and its exportation to Europe and other parts of the 
world is still more remarkable, as will be seen from the 
following table, also taken from the official documents 
of the Secretary of the Treasury. 

* It must not be forgotten that the most unfortunate period of Amer- 
ican manufactures followed immediately the conclusion of the late war 
with England ; and that in the years 1817, 1818, and 1819 fewer hands 
were employed in manufactures than during the previous years. 
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The whole cotton crop of 1835 was estimated at four 
hundred and eighty millions of pounds, growing on up- 
wards of two millions of acres. The capital invested in 
the growing of cotton was estimated at eight hundred 
millions of dollars, or one hundred and sixty millions 
pounds sterling. The whole amount of capital, therefore, 
invested in the growth and manufacture of cotton, amount- 
ed, in that year, to eight hundred and eighty millions of 
dollars.* 

In 1816 an official report made to Congress showed 
that forty millions of dollars capital were invested in cot- 
ton manufactures, aiid twelve millions in woollen. It was 
stated also that the whole amount of cotton consumed in 
the United States did not exceed 90,000 bales, and the 
value of the goods manufactured did not amount to more 
than sixty millions of dollars. At present the manufac- 
tures of all kinds amount annually to two hundred and fif- 
ty millions of dollars, of which more than twenty-five 
milllions are exported, and the rest consumed in the 
country.t 

I will now subjoin some tables from " Pitkins's Statis- 
tics," showing the progress of cotton manufactures in 
twelve states ; but especially in that of New York, and 
the town of Lowell, in the state of Massachusetts. This 
town, it must be remembered, has only become the seat of 
manufacturing establishments within the last fourteen 
years; but is now connected by a railroad with the city 

* To this the official document remarks: — "One of the beneficial ef- 
fects of our present active cultivation of cotton is, that while it yields 
the greatest agricultural profits in proportion to the capital in land and 
stock, it has a sure tendency to diminish the quantities of rice, tobacco, 
indigo, grain, and cattle raised in the cotton districts in America, and 
keeps up the price of those articles in a manner highly, favorable ta 
those who raise them. The moderate quantity of rice produced in 1801 
and 1802 is a positive - evidence of this profitable truth. The North 
American rice is of the best class. The body of our rice planters raise 
but three quarter crops from their attention to cotton. Having so much 
less to sell, the market is not glutted. The price is consequently not low. 
It is favorable. The growers of Indian corn in the southern stales 
have also turned to raising cotton. Hence ^dian com and pork are ev- 
ery where better supported in price to the general benefit oiovn farm- 
ers. Much corn will go from counties out of the cotton district to coun- 
ties in the cotton district, for sale and consumption. So will fish, and 
all eatables and drinkables." 

t History of the Rise and Progress of Manufactures, by George S. 
White. 



STATISTICS OF HANUFACTURBa. S79 

of Boston, and employs a capital of five millions four 
hundred and fifly thousand dollars in the manufacture of 
cotton goods. 

Tabular View of the Cotton Manufactures in 12 of the 
Aniericau States in 1831. 
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N- B. The slate or Penn^lvania includes five hundred thousand 
dollars, and Delaware one hundred and siily-two thousand dollars for 
the capital employed in hand-looms. The cotton consumed amotinied 
to77,'fe7,3161bs.,314,8!Sbales of the average 361.^ 
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Th« Cotton Manufactures ip tbe State of New York, 
as stated in Wiliiams's New York Annual RegUter for 
1835, were ss foUowB : 
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It will be perceived from this table that the number of 
persons supported by manufactures in the state of New 
York, the most commercial state in the Union, and com- 
prising immense agricultural districts, amounted, serer- 
tbeless, in 1833 to more than three fifibs per cent, of the 
whole population, which at that period was estimated 
at two millions nearly. 

The valuation of property in that state, from tbe 
comptroller's report of Januarji 1835, was as follows; 
Real estate - - 350,346,043 dollars. 
Personal estate - - 106,331,941 



Total 



458,677,984 



The capital invested in manufactures amounted there- 
^f^ *** iSh ^ sowly «Be per cent., and vith the increase 
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since 1831, amounts now, probably, to more than two per 
cent, of the whole assessed property of the state. 
The whole bank stock of that state was as follows : 

State banks - - 31,481,460 dollars. 

Savings-bank - - 3,855,517 

Total - 35,336,977 



But the amount of capital invested in manufactures, 
allowing but ten per cent, increase since 1831, (which I 
think rather small, considering the vastness of manufac- 
turing enterprise throughout the Union,) was probably 
more than 4,000,000 of dollars, and consequently nearly 
one eighth of all the capital invested in banking. 

But what is the estimate of the state of New York 
compared to that of Massachusetts ! The whole popula- 
tion of this state is not much more than 600,000, and the 
number of males and females employed in manufactures 
may now be estimated at 15,000, making 2^ per cent, of 
the whole population, or one person out of forty engaged 
in manufactures. The valuation of property in that state 
was, in 1831, 208,236,250 dollars, (of which the city of 
Boston furnished more than 80,000,000;) but the capital 
invested, at that time, in manufactures, was 12,891,000 
or 13,000,000 dollars nearly. The ratio, therefore, was 
more than six per cent, of the whole assessed property of 
the state ; and it has increased since that period. The 
bank capital of the state was reported (in 1834) to be 
29,409,450 dollars. Allowing the capital invested in 
manufacturer to have increased since 1831 only by ten 
per cent., we may estimate it as something more than 
14,000,000 of dollars ; which would make the property 
invested in manufactures equal to nearly one half of the 
banking capital in the state. The statistics of a single 
town, — that of Lowell, — will show the unprecedented 
increase of manufactures in that state. 
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Lowell Cotton Mandpactobibs. 
(From Pilkins's Statistica, 1831.) 
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Thus, one small town emplojed, in 1831, Dearly 6000 
persons in cotton manufactures alone, and prodnced more 
than two-thirds of a million of jards per week, or abont 
thirty-six millions of yards per annum. Uf these, eight 
millions were printed ; and including these (which sold 
at from 10 to 28 cents — 5^d. to 15d. — pec yard,) the 
whole maybe estimated at 10 cents per yard; making 
3,600,000 dollara, or ^720,000 sterling per annum. 

The different periods at which these companies were 
incorporated show sufficiently the rapid increase of 
manufacture in that town. 



The Merrimack Company J \qm 

was incorporated in ) ^'^**' 

" Hamilton - - 1825 

" Appleton - - 1838 

" Lowell ... 1828 



:ed 1523. 



1832. 



" Tremont ... 1830 

" Lawrence • - 1830 1833. 

But in 1S85(m appears from a letter dated Lb wsU, 
April 20ili, 1835, inserted in White's " History of Manu- 
foctures") tlie Merrimack company had increased the 
number of its spindles to 34,432, and that of its looms to 
1253; they employed 1321 females, 437 males, and 
manufactured 172,000 yards per week. The Hamilton 
company bad increased their spindles to 19,000, and the 
number of looms to 600; they employed 800 females and 
200 males, and manufactured 78,000 yards of prints and 
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drillings per week. The Appleton company had increas- 
ed the number of spindles by 1500 ; the Lowell company 
by more than 500; and the Suffolk company by 250, in 
the space of three years. 

There were, besides, incorporated a "Locks and 
Canals company," with a capital of 600,000 dollars, for 
supplying water-power to the various manufacturiug es- 
tablishments ; (this company had an extensive machine 
«hop, for the manufactory of cotton and woollen machine- 
ry, railroad cars, engines, &c., and employed 200 menj 
and the Middlesex company with 500,000 dollars for the 
manufacture of broadcloths and cassimeres. The latter 
consumed annually 470,000 lbs. of wool, and 1,500,000 
teasels. They. ran two mills, 3120 spindles, 98 looms, 
and gave employment to 240 females and 145 males; 
making 6000 yards of cloth per week.* The same com- 
pany have since enlarged their business so as to manufac- 
ture, additionalli/ , 5Q0 yards of satinet per day; using 
upwards of 2000 lbs. of wool per day. 

The above establishments consumed annually 11,239 
tons of anthracite coal, 4750 cords of wood, and 50,549 
gallons of oil. The total amount of cloth made was be- 
tween thirty-nine and forty millions, of yards, and the 
amount of cotton used, between twelve and thirteen roilr 
lions of pounds. The bleacheries used 310,000 lbs. of 
starch, 380 barrels of flour, and 500,000 bushels of coal 
per annum. The wages amounted to 22,500 dollars, or 
^4,500 sterling per week. 

This is the progress of manufactures in a single town 
of 15,000 inhabitants; and similar improvements have 
taken place in the establishments at Smithfield, Paw- 
tucket, Fall River, Slaterville, Greenville, Cabotsville, 
Paterson,t Newark, Cincinnati, Pittsburg, Lancaster, 
Philadelphia, &c. 

* In 1805 all the woollen manoiactares in the United States could 
not famish 6,000 blankets for the use of the army ! — White's History of 
Mmiifac^res, 

t " This tovn contained (1837) aJKeady fifteen cotton manufactories, 
with 24,000 spindles; two factories of canvass with 1,644 spindles, em- 
ploying 1450 persons, whose annual wages amounted to 224,123 dollars. 
The town contained also extensive machine-shops and iron works. Jx 
consumed annually 620,000 lbs. of flax, and 6000 bales of cottcm; span 
1^^000 lbs. of cotton yam, 490,000 lbs. of linen yam-^pioesvsL^^VfiH^ 
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The water-power of these places is, as yet, far from 
being employed to one half, or even one fourth of the 
extent to which it is capable of being used in manufac- 
tures ; and there is, besides, a vast amount of power in 
other places which is entirely disused. The water-power 
of the town of Lowell (the manufacturing establishments 
of which I have just described) is capable of propelling 
more than one hundred times the present machinery ; 
that of Lancaster, Pennsylvania, is almost inexhaustible, 
(the town being built on the river Susquehanna;) and 
the same may be said of the water-power of all the 
manufacturing establishments in the neighborhood of the 
large rivers. Whatever advantages Great Britain may, 
at this moment, enjoy over the United States with regard 
to the cheapness of coal, America possesses in the.multi- 
tude of her streams, rivulets, and waterfalls, th6 most 
efficient means of propelling machinery at a cheaper rate 
than can be procured in any other country. 

As an appendix to the foregoing, I shall here subjoin a 
table which was attached to a report made by Mr. Parker, 
to the senate of the state of Pennsylvania, on the 4th of 
March » 1835, showing the amount of anthracite coal, 
mined and brought to the market, in each year from the 
year 1820 to the year 1834, inclusive. 



Year. 


Lehigh. 


1820 


365 


1821 


1,073 


1822 


2,240 


1823 


5,823 


1824 


9,541 


1825 


28,393 


1826 


31,280 


1827 


32,074 


1828 


30,232 


1829 


25,110 


1830 


41,750 


1831 


40,965 


1832 


75,000 


1833 


124,000 


1834 


106,244 



Schuylkill. 



5,306 


- - .- 


16,835 


- - - 


29,492 


- - - 


47,181 


- - - 


78,293 


70,000 


89,984 


42,000 


81,854 


54,000 


209,271 


84,500 


250,588 


111,777 


226,692 


43,700 



Lackawana 



Total No. 
of Tons. 



365 

1,073 

2,240 

5,823 

9,541 

33,699 

48,115 

61,$67 

77,413 

173,403 

173,734 

176,819 

368,771 

486,365 

376,636 



y V^ of cotton and linen duck, 3,354,000 3rards of cotton cloth, and ex- 
ported 796,000 yards of^am; and new mann&ctories were then build- 
ing."— >i2e^or^ of the Society far esUMishing usefidnunmfactori^s f» New 
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This table evidently exhibits the increasing facilities 
e?en as regards coal, and these added to the water-power, 
must render America one of the first manufacturing na- 
tions of the world. The only difficulty, then, consists in 
the comparatively high wages now given in the United 
States ; but this is an objection which the increased com- 
petition of every succeeding year has a natural tendency 
to remove, and is therefore, of itself, incapable of pre- 
venting America from becoming, in this respect also, the 
successful rival of Europe. 

But it is not only the large manufacturing establish- 
ment, but also the grand manufacturing scale on which 
most of the mechanic arts are elxercised in the United 
States which merits particular attention. It is the pecu- 
liar genius of the American people to excel in all kind of 
trade ; and there is scarcely an article which does not 
furnish them with new means of exercising their inge- 
nuity. Thus a liarge trade is carried on, by the people 
of New England, in painted chairs, which are sent by 
thousands all over the United States, and exported also 
to South America and to the West Indies. The shoe 
trade of soine of the towns in the neighborhood of Boston 
is hardly less remarkable, the value of nearly two millions 
of dollars having been manufactured last year, and sent 
to the west alone. The state of Connecticut possesses 
the most extensive wooden clock manufactories in the 
world— affording them at about half the price of those 
made in the Black Forest. The glass manufactories of 
New England, Pennsylvania and Maryland, produce not 
only some of the finest specimens of pressed and cut 
glass, but carry on an extensive trade with South Ameri- 
ca and the West India islands. The gun manufactories 
of Lancaster, and the steel manufactories of Paterson, are 
established on a large scale ; the manufactories of paper 
and iron ware have long since competed with the impor- 
tations from England ; and the bronze manufactories of 
Philadelphia bid fair to rival thotse of Birmingham. 
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The following Table, taken from Williams's "New- 
York State Register," will exhibit a Summary of Man- 
ufactures in that State, according to the Census 
of 1835 : 



• 




Value of raw 


Value 




NuTn- 


materials used 


of 




ber. 


and 


manufactured 




w^\^A • 


manufactured. 


Articles. 




• 


Dollars, 


Dollars. 


Grist mills ■? 


2,051 


17,687,009 


20,140,435 


Saw mills 


6,948 


3,651,153 


6,881,055 


Oil mills 


71 


214,813 


275,574 


Fulling mills 


965 


1,994,491 


2,894,096 


Carding machines 


1,061 


2,179,414 


2,651,638 


Cotton manufactories - 


Ul 


1,630,352 


3,030,709 


Woollen manufactories 


234 


1,450,825 


2,433,192 


Iron works 


293 


2,366,065 


4,349,949 


Trip hammers 


141 


168,896 


363,581 


Distilleries 


337 


2,278,420 


3,098,042 


Asheries 


693 


434,394 


726,418 


Glass manufactories - 


13 


163,312 


448,559 


Rope do.- 


63 


664,394 


980,083 


Chain cable do. 


2 


20,871 


28,625 


Oil cloth do. 


24 


63,119 


95,646 


Dyeing and printing do. 


15 


1,999,000 


2,465,600 


Clover mills 


69 


95,693 


110,025 


Paper mills - 


70 


358,857 


685,784 


Tanneries 


412 


3,563,592 


5,598,626 


Breweries 


94 


916,252 


1,381,446 



This is but the statistics of manufactories in one state ; 
but New England and Pennsylvania are in this respect 
powerful rivals of New York, and, of late, large manu- 
factories have also been established in the western states, 
and in the northern districts of Virginia. 

The book trade, and especially that of school-books, is 
almost wholly monopolized by the eastern states; the 
hundreds of thousands of ** arithmetics," ** geographies," 
" grammars," and "spelling-books," which are annually 
printed and consumedf surpassing, by far the number of 
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similar publications in Europe.* Large fortunes have 
been realised by the authors and publishers of these 
books, and their success has invited others to follow their 
example. 

I believe I am correct in introducing this subject under 
the head '< manufactures and commerce;" because the 
making of school-books in the United States partakes 
more of the enterprising spirit of trade, than of the timid 
scrupulousness of literature ; and the sale of them is only 
inferior to that of "bread-stuffs, and beef" Nothing is 
left undone, by the authors and venders of these books, to 
procure an extensive sale of a commodity so usefnl to the 
minds of the young; teachers and school committees are 
furnished gratis with every new work which issues from 
the press ; and whole editions are given away to schools, 
to procure the introduction of a book. In order that both 
author and vender may be as much as possible interested 
in the sale, the copyright, instead of being bought by the 
bookseller, (as is done in most parts of Europe,) is dis- 
posed of for a per-centage on the profits, which on school- 
books averages from five to ten per cent, on the nominal 
retail price of the work. The author or compiler is thus 
paid according to the success of his book, and the pub- 
lisher risks only the expenses of printing and publishing 
the first edition. Hence an American author, the moment 
he has written a school-book which promises to be largely 
introduced, commences his peregrinations to the western 
andsouthern states, in order, by bis personal influence and 
reputation, to support the i;uerits of his work ; and per- 
haps, also, to earn a commission pn the sale of it. The 
whole is considered as a commercial transaction ; and the 
immensa competition of authors and publishers has had a 
decidedly happy influence on the merits and low prices 
of American school-books. There are several book-selling 
establishments in Boston and Philadelphia, trading al- 
together in school-books ; and I am quite certain, that 
their joint sales of elementary works alone, amount to 
more than a million of dollars per annum. I have seen 

* These books being generally printed on bad cotton paper wear ouj 
so rapidly, that it is by no means unl'requent for children to chaage 
them several times in the course of a year. 
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the sixtieth edition of an arithmetic ; the fiftieth t>f -a 
geography, the seventieth or eightieth of a spe]ling-bo,oki 
and Heaven knows how many editions of *' Peter Parley .?*• 
In the mechanic arts the Americans are the successful 
imitators of the English ; which accounts for their being 
already superior, in most of them* to the French and Gr^r- 
mans. Furniture is made in Philadelphia, Boston, and 
New Y6rk, much better than in any part of the continent 
of Europe, Paris itself not excepted; and the New Eng-< 
land '' rocking-chairs," the ne plus ultra of all comforts in 
the shape of furniture, have acquired an European reput- 
tation. It is not so much the elegance as the excellent 
adaptation to the purpose for which they are intended, 
which distinguishes every article manufactured in the 
United States. One sees at once that the maker must have 
been a thinking creature, who understood all the time 
what he was about, and left nothing undone which could 
materially improve the usefulness of his handicraft. An 
American mechanic does not exercise his trade as he has 
learned it : he is constantly making improvements, study- 
ing out new and ingenious processes, either to perfect his 
work or to reduce Hts price, and is, in most cases, able to 
aeeount for the various processes of his art in a manner 
which would do credit to a philosopher. 

A certain »tecAamca/ perfection, arising from a greater 
division of labor and long-followed practice in a narrow, 
circumscribed trade, is, assuredly, less to be found in 
America than in England, and has frequently given rise 
to the unjust complaint, that American mechanics can 
make nothing equal to the English. This, however, is an 
idle assertion, contradicted by reason and experience. A 
number of articles are made as well in the Uni(«^ States, 
and cheaper, than in England, and if, in other instances, 
their productions are not so good, the reduced prices are 
more than in proportion to their inferiority ; and rather 

• This is a work, consisting of about one (iimdred Yolumes, con- 
taining a Liliputian encyclopedia of all sciences, tradesjjsnd professions 
for cliSdren. Most of l^em are written iajhe form of dialogues or nar- 
ratives, and contain nothing less than the^iStories of Rome, Greece and 
America, together with essa3rs on mythology, natural philosophy, geoe- 
raphyj mathematics, ethics, and moral philosophy. They were puS- 
Jisuiea in the form of pocket editions, the best adapted to their species. 
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show the unwillio^^ness of the consumers to pay a proper, 
price for them, than the incapacity of the workmen to 
produce a superior quality. Besides, there is nothing 
which could prevent experienced English workmen from 
settling in the United States, if they were sure of earning 
there more than at home. In several cases, they have 
attempted to do so, and experienced the quickness with 
which Jonathan learns and improves. 
' There is no branch of industry, in which the Americans 
do not participate, the moment any profits are to be 
realised from it ; and it is, in\iearly all cases, the state of 
the market, or some more lucrative and attractive em- 
ployment, which prevents them from manufacturing arti- 
cles in the same style as in other countries. If they are 
not in a habit of subdividing labor as in England, in order 
to reduce handiwork as much as possible to an equality 
with machinery, they may, perhaps, in a few cases, be 
unabje to work so cheap and with so little loss of time ; 
but individually they must become superior to mere me- 
chanical workmen. The man who knows the different 
parts of a watch, and their mutual adaptation to the me* 
chanism of its regular movement, is evidently superior to 
hii^ who^ all his life manufactures only the wheels, with- 
out troubling himself about the machine in which they are 
to operate, — as a man who understands a principle is si^ 
perior to the empiric who is only acquainted with the 
routine of particular eases. In China, where the division 
of labor is carried to its greatest extent, the laboring class- 
es are reduced to mere inachines. Their skill is, as- 
suredly, astonishing ; but they acquire it with the extinc- 
tion of every mental faculty : the whole nation partakes 
more or less of this mechanical stupefaction, and is 
''great in every thing that is small, and 'small in every 
thing that is great." 

In the United States it is of the greatest importance 
that nb part of the whole population should remain en- 
tirely ignorant; but that, on the contrary, all should be- 
come accustomed to thought and refiection. The various 
processes of the mechanic arts offer a thousand oppor- 
tunities for the exercise of the reasoning faculties ; and I 
deem it a particular advantage of the American operativeif j 
that they are placed in a situation to improve them. Tlie 
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high prioe of labor, and the peeuliar habits of the people, 
eontribnte much to facilitate the means of instruction ; 
and the natural disposition of Americans prompts them 
to arail themselves of the advantages of their position. 

Where a man has to labor all day in order to obtain 
for himself and family a bare subsistence, there it is 'im- 
possible for his mind to act with a, proper degree of 
freedom. The physical wants are |oo urgent to allow 
him sufficient respite for thought and reflection^ and the 
only thing coveted, after t^e cravings of his stomach are 
appeased, is the necessary rest to restore his physical 
abilities. In America, not only the master mechanic, but 
also his journeymen, have the means of earning more than 
is. required for a mere living; they are able to procure for 
themselves comforts which would hardly enter the imagi- 
nation of similar orders in Europe^ They are enabled 
to command a portion of their time ; and their minds 
being free from the anxieties of a precarious life, and less 
vitiated by a desire of frivolous, pleasures, are better 
qualifled for study or improvement, — ^the only sure means 
by which they can hope to better their conditions. Their 
domestic habits, and the custom of spen()ing the Sabbath 
at home, are highly favorable to the development of their 
mental faculties, and in this respect, of immense advan- 
tage to the genera] morals of the people. The majority 
of the lower order of European workmen hardly think of 
becoming independent, or doing business on their own 
account ; and, being less sustained by hope, in the ezer- 
cise of their physical powers, need more relaxation and 
amusement than the Americans, who consider the hardest 
of labor but an introduction to something better which is 
to follow. The American operatives are sustained by 
the very efforts they make, and need not have recourse 
to the sordid pleasures of debauchery, or the bottle, in 
order to plunge themselves into a niomeiitary and brutal 
oblivion of their present necessities. 

I wonder the superior condition of the laboring classes 
in America has not been taken notice of hj any English 
tourist, (if we except Mr. Hamilton's philosophical dia- 
bgue with the Scotch baker,) while they were so tedious- 
ly minute in describing the fashionable coteries ! No 
drawing-room, in any part of the world, is without its 
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second and third-rate performers, and their number in 
America maj e?en be greater than in Europe. Nor will 
I deny that an American exquisite is, per se, an inferior 
being. A man, in Europe, may be a coxcomb, or a 
buffoon, in a manner peculiar to his own country, in 
which case he is still a national character ; but to be a 
slavish imitator of the follies of others, in a country where 
they are only known to be despised, presupposes a degree 
of presumptuous imbecility, for which no excuse can be 
found in the customs and manners of the people. If 
Englishmen censure Americans for imitating the fashioni 
of Europe, they ridicule them justly for not being wiser 
than themselves, or for succeeding less in an unprofitable 
enterprise. But, let them turn their attention to the 
thousands with whom they hardly come in contact on 
their tours ^ let them observe and watch the elevated 
character of the merchants^ the skilful industry of the 
mechanic, the sober regularity of the workmen, and they 
will find ample room for a more charitable exercise of 
their judgment ; they will then find the true strength and 
superiority of the Adnerican people over all other nationi 
on the globe. They will find no humiliating imitation in 
the trade and commerce of the United States. They 
will see the arts exercised on a most liberal and extensive 
scale ; the character of workmen raised by emulation te 
that of respectable citizens ; and, instead of machines or 
mechani6al operatives, they will discover everywhere 
intelligent beings,' capable of accounting for every pro- 
cess, and improving it constantly by their 6wn ingenuity. 
In no other country could they behold a similar spectacle; 
in none other witness - the same emancipation of the 
mind. In England and Scotland a most generous begin- 
ning has been made to arrive at similar results ; but the 
improvements have not yet penetrated to all classes, and 
for many a generation, America yet will be unrivalled in 
the moral elevation of her citizens. 

A great deal has been said, by American and foreign 
vf^riters, on the subject of trades* unions atid other socie* 
ties of operatives known under the name of " workies,** 
and especially about their cries for ** equal and universal 
education." I confess I never knew that the workmMi 
wished to arrest the progress of education, in ordAtX» 
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reduce the moral superiority of the higher classes to. a 
■ordid level with themselves, but, on the contrary, under- 
stood them to covet the same opportunities of mental 
improvement, which are enjoyed by the wealthier portion 
of the community. I am quite certain there is no class 
of Americans so utterly degraded in their moral senti- 
ments, as to wish for universal ignorance, or a compara- 
tive mediocrity of talents, in order to protect and excuse 
their own imbecility. The workmen of New York, 
Boston, and Philadelphia, have struck for the ^' ten-hour 
system," on the ground that if a man work more than ten 
hours a day, " he is unfit to read and iptprove his mind in 
the evening, or to superintend the education of his children;*^ 
a plea which expresses certainly a very different desire 
from that of destroying the opportunities of acquiring 
superior knowledge. The wages of American workmen 
are high; but then it is -seldom known that they make an 
improper use of their money ; and they abstain entirely 
from the European custom of spending in one or two 
days, the whole earnings of the week. They understand 
not only how to make money, but also the art of saving 
it ; and the amount of capital deposited in the various 
savings banks of the country furnishes the strongest 
evidence of the prudence and frugality of their habits. 
As long as these last, I cannot possibly persuade myself 
that the institutions of the country are in danger, what- 
ever be the aberrations of individuals, or whole classes, 
in their respective political orbits^ 

The system of credit, established in manufactures and 
commerce, extends also to the business of the mechanic, 
and in some instances even to the workmen. An Ameri- 
can shoemaker will give his note of six or eight months 
fbr leather ; a tailor his, in exchange for cloth ; a carpen- 
ter will buy timber, a printer his type, a Uacksmith his 
iron, on nine, or twelve months' credit, and will in turn 
take the notes of his customers. Trades-people are in 
this manner as much subjected to sudden changes of 
fortune by fluctuations of exchange, and venture as much 
in the investment of their capital, as the active merchant ; 
and nothing, therefore, is more common than a combina- 
tion of the two characters in one and the same person. 
The mercantile genius of the country pervades all classes 
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of societj, and by its universal influence unites them 
effectually to a large homogeneouls whole, in which the 
most diversified qualities of individuals bear yet the mark 
of the general character. 

I have, in the beginning of this chapter, briefly touched 
on the subject of navigation as connected with commerce $ 
it remains for me yet to enlarge upon the character of 
seamen. The United States, and especially the northern 
and eastern states, furnish, in proportion to their popula- 
tion, a greater number of sailors than can be mustered in 
any other country save, perhaps, England ; and possesss 
besides, the advantage of employing those of all other 
nations in the regular service of their merchants. The 
high wages, and the protection offered them by the gov- 
ernment, are sufficient inducements for thousands of 
foreigners to enlist annually on board of Atnerican ves- 
sels; and there are comparatively few amongst them, 
who, once accustomed to the service, are again willing 
to quit it. Their task, it is true, is more severe than on 
board the ships of other nations, but then they are paid 
in proportion, and their provisions are better than those 
of the common sailors of other countries.* 

With these additional expenses, the question may be 
asked, how it is possible for Americans to realise any 

ft 

* De Tocqueville, in his work " De la Ddmocratie en Amirique^ 
traces the progress of navigation in the United States to the same 
source. He compares the American method of navi^ting ships, to 
the new military tactics invented by the generals of thelFrench rgpub- 
licj which were victorious until imitated by their enemies. "Le9 
AnUricain^" says the- French jurist, '* ont introduit quelque chose ^ofMr 
logue dans le commerce, ' Ce qw Us f^imqais fidsaient pov/r la victovrtf 
Us lefoni pmr le hon marM.** 

^^Le navigateur europ6en ne ^avemlmre gu^avec ^prudence sy/r Us mers: 
U ne part qtie quamd le temps Vy convie ; ^U ha survient tin accide^ 
imprevUf U rentfe au port; la nuit U serre wne partie de ses voiUs, et^ 
lorsqu^il voU Vociian Manchir A Vapproche des terres^ U rdUwtU sa course 
et interoge U soUU." 

" JjAtiUricain niglige us pr6cautions et brave ces dangers, H pofri 
tandis que la tem/p6te gronde encore ; la ntdt comme U jou/r U aba/ndowne 
au vent touUs ses voiles; U ripare en marchant son na/oire faUgwi par 
Vorage^ et lors^^U approehe en/Sfi Au terme de sa eowrse, u continue 4 
voter vers U fyoage, convme si a&jiL il appercevaU Uport,** , 

" V Amiricain fail souvent naufrage ; nuUs U n^f a pas de navigaienfr 
gut traverse Us mers aussi rapidement que Im, FaiMrU'Us mimes chmt 
jtt'im a/iUre en vnovns de tempt ilpewt Usfoitrir ^ mom de fra\^ 
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profits oo the navigation of their ships 1 This qoery is 
answered, bj the much smaller number of sailors, and 
the greater rapidity of passages. They make four pas- 
sages where other ships make two or three, and say^ in 
time, what others save in wages. Again, making their 
sailors work harder, and keeping them constantly em- 
ployed, they manage their ships with less hands, and are 
better able to maintain discipline. The intrepidity of 
American seamen is proFerbial, and is sometimes border- 
ing on recklessness. They are known to carry sail until 
rent by the blast, and to pursue their course amidst the 
howling and raging of the storm. It does not follow, 
however, (as De Tocqueville believes,) that, on that 
account, they are less safe than the ships of other nations. 
Being continually exposed to dangers, they are better 
prepared to meet them ; and carrying sails to the last 
moment they will hold, they are accustomed, when urged, 
to execute the necessary changes -and manoeuvres with 
greater promptness and precision. There never is the 
least confusion on board of American ships ; and I am 
not quite certain whether fewer hands, equally and 
steadily employed, are not more conducive to order and 
good management, than a large number of sailors accus- 
tomed to less workt^and in a hiabit of relying on one 
another. To this we must add, that a person who is six 
weeks at sea, is naturally exposed to more accidents, than 
one who performs the same passage in four or five ; and 
that every day saved in this manner from the tediousness 
and peril of a long voyage, increases the comfort and 
safety of the passengers and crew. The preference 
given to American ships by the merchants of hiost Euro- 
pean ports, argues strongly in favor of the skill of their 
commanders; and the great patronage bestowed on the 
New York packets, is the surest indication of the willing- 
ness of the people of all countries to trust their lives and 
their property to the experience and science of American 
navigators. 

. I have remarked before, that a large number of sailors 
employed in the American merchants' service, are for- 
eigners ; but I do not remember having known many of 
them advance to mates and masters of vessels. The 
officers of American ships are generally natives of the 
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United States* and, without any national prejudice, it u 
easy to assign the reason. 

A sailor, is a jolly, jovial, careless being, all the world 
over, lie thinks less of the future than men of any other 
occupation in life, and being provided against physical 
wants, gives himself up to merriment. ^* Perils," says 
Bacon, 'Move to be rewarded with pleasure;" but the 
American sailor's .reward is promotion. Being generally 
better educated than the seamen of other nations, and 
prudent and efconomical by instinct, a Yankee tar will 
not only think of advancement on board of his ship, but 
speculate also on the probability of becoming a merchant* 
£ncouraged by the iiuccess of so many others before him, 
and, as is often the case, by that of his own commander^ 
he employs his leisure hours rather in the study of navi- 
gation, than in frivolous recreations, which wouFd only 
retard his progress in life. He is, perhaps, as gay as 
any other sailor ; but above all things he is a Yankee, 
and as such, intent upon bettering his condition, and, in 
this laudable undertakings seconded by his employers. 
If he does not succeed, it is in.inost cases his own fault; 
for it would be difficult to conceal either talent or inferi- 
ority from such watchful eyes as those of his officers, 
who, with very few exceptions, have gone through the 
same career themselves, and are consequently the best 
judges of his ability and character. 

There exists, if I mistake not, a strong aversion 
amongst American merchants, to trust themselves or 
their property to the care of captains, who, in the lan- 
guage of sailors, <* have crept through the cabin window; *^ 
while, on the other hand, they are most liberal patrons 
of those who by courage and dexterity have acquired a 
just title to their favor. Hence merit is sure of its re- 
ward, and there is no stronger inducement to exertion. 

Neither have the Americans, (judging correctly of the 
importance of their maritime power,) left any thing un- 
done which could serve to promote the education a«d 
industry of sailors. The merchants of the large Atlantic 
cities have liberally contributed towards the establish- 
ment of churches exclusively for the religious instructwn 
and improvement of mariners; savings banks for saikSri 
have been formed under the auspices of the mo%^.«t^\!(gD^i^ 
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ened citizens, who have volunteered their services as 
presidents an^i directors; and a- project for the establish* 
ment of naval schools, to educate seamen for the mer* 
chants' service, is now before the Congress of the United 
States, and will probably pass at the next session. Reli- 
gion, and voluntary abstinence from the use of ardent 
'spirits, have had a prodigious influence on the moral 
habits of the sailors, and have saved thousands of* them 
from that mental degradation to which they are continu- 
ally exposed by their occupation and habits of life, and 
into which they are often misled, even by the best features 
of their character. 

I have been so fortunate as to hear several sermop» 
preached by the Rev. Mr. Taylor at the'iseam'en's church 
in Boston, and have listened with intense pleasure to his 
pathetir^ exhortations to industry and sobriety. He had 
himself been a sailor on board of an American man-oi^ 
war, and understood admirably how to touoh the feelipgs 
of his audience. His expressions were occasional^ in- 
termixed with seamen's phrases, which,, it was easy to 
perceive, produced the desired effect. He would some- 
times, in the midst of a sermon, call upon individuals, 
and especially on captains of vessels, to use their personal 
influence in suppressing the vice of intemperance, and to 
exhort the men under their command to a proper worship 
of God, and the obedience of His laws. It was a moving 
scene to hear those sturdy navigators reply in the affirm- 
ative, and pledge their honor and their faith to ful61 the 
injunctions of their preacher. Mr. Taylor possesses 
evidently great powers of oratory, which he employs in 
the most humane and charitable manner, for the benefit 
of his fellow-creatures. His church is always crowded, 
and in the countenances of his hearers may be read the 
effects of his eloquence. I have never listened to sermons 
more deeply imbued with the spirit and sanctity of 
religion, than those of <*the sailors' minister;" and I 
can only wish, for the sake of his noble and disinterested 
undertaking, that he may preserve his original simplicity 
add vigor of style, and not be misled into an unprcAtable 
imitation of the flights and tropes of his colleagues. 

The American sailors, though they may be inferior in 
aamberSf are morally superior to those of most nations; 
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and it is for this reason they are generally promoted to 
mates and captains of vessels ; while the others, more 
easily satisfied, are content to remain seamen all their 
lives. Whatever be the extent to which the navy of the 
United States may, at any time, be increased, there will 
always be a sufficient number of native officers to com- 
mand their ships; and as long as this is the case, the 
American navy will be as national an institution as that 
of any other country. 

Suppose the Americans at war with any nation save 
the English, and Congress obliged to increase the naval 
power of the country; then, whatever be the number of 
ships which may be added to the navy, (and the facilitiei 
of ship-building are, great,) there will always be found a 
sufficient number of British seamen, ready to enlist in 
the service, from no other reason than because the same 
language is spoken, and higher wages paid, on. board of 
American vessels, than they can obtain by serving on 
board of the ships of their own country. But the number 
of such British seamen joined to that which the American 
merchants' service would furnish, would by far surpass 
the force which could be mustered by their enemies. 
Whatever Inferiority the navy of the United States may 
present in point of number, the facility of increasing the 
establishment, when required, is. greater than in any other 
country ; and in this consists th6 strength of a maritime 
nation. Every new merchant-man which is launched 
from the stocks, is an addition to the naval force of the 
country, and increases the means of national defence; 
with this difference only, that instead of increasing the 
ilational ezpenditure^ it increases the national wealthy and 
directs the industry of the people to new sources of 
general prosperity. At the banning of a maritime war, 
the Americans would have to act on the defensive ; but it 
would depend on their own will, and on the unanimity of 
their sentiments, whether they are to continue in that 
state, or assume an attitude which would at once com- 
mand the respect and attention of any power in Europe. 

Another means of ^ increasing the naval power of the 
United States is furnished by their fisheries. The navy 
of every country requires for its existence and mainte- 
nance, a certain constant trade and employ mewl^^'H^A!^ 



296 WHALE FISHBRIfiS. 

shall act as a school for apprenticing joung mariners. 
Sach is the coal-trade of England, and the fisheries of 
the eastern states of America. The whale, mackerel, 
and cod fisheries of the United States pccupy and enrwh 
a large portion of the population of New England, aod 
produce the hardiest and most enterprising sailors for 
the service of the merchants' navy : by their means, large 
fortunes are amassed in the midst of towns and villages 
which are built on barren rocks, and which, but fcH* the 
bold spirit of their inhabitants, would be left without the 
natural means of subsistence. 

The fisheries, in the year 1834, yielded 2,071,493 dolr 
lars, nearly equivalent to £420,000 sterling. 

These were distributed as follows :-r^ 

Dried fish or cod fisheries - 630,384 dollars. 

River fisheries - - - 223,290 — 

Whale and other fish oil - 740,619 — 

Spermaceti oil - - - 50,048 — 

Whalebone - - - 169,434 — 

Spermaceti candles - - 267,718 — 

Total - - 2,071,493 doUars- 



But it is not so much the pecuniary benefit, as the in- 
calculable advantage arising from it to the education of 
seamen, which gives to this branch of industry a national 
importance. The hardiest seamen of the United States 
are from that part of the country, and more than one 
half of all the officers employed in the navigation of 
American ships are natives from New England. 

Most remarkable, for the manner in which they are 
carried on, are the whale fisheries of the United States. 
The equipment of the ships and crews employed in that 
trade resemble a privateeririg expedition— officers and 
sailors receiving, in a measure, prize-money instead of 
regular wages. Every man on board has a share in the 
profits, which is according to his rank and employment. 
Being thus paid according to what they earn, the crewa 
are willing to bear gr^at?r hiardships, c^nd afe il|4^f4ti|^f 
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ble in the chase. Erery moment thej remain on shorv 
thej. consider as lost; and it is not unfrequent to see an 
American whaleman retarn .from the Pacific Ocean with 
a fuH cargo of oil, ^without ha?ing once touched the land 
since he left home. The American sailors become thus 
inured to the worst dangers and liardships of the sea, and 
accustomed to the severest toils which fall to the lot of 
seamen. Thej become habituated to every species of 
privation, and find the merchants* service in which they 
may subsequently engage comparatively easy and cheerful. 

Sbip-building is another branch of industry in which 
the Americans excel'. They are universally allowed to 
build the fastest vessels ; but considerable doubts were 
entertained as to the expediency of building them princi- 
pally for making short passages. Experience has since 
shown these apprehensions to have been ill-founded ; for 
it is now an uncontested fact that the American ships 
are, in all quarters of the world, the successful competi- 
tors of those of «very other nation. The packets espe- 
cially, are renowned for their speed and the elegance of 
their construction ; and they have had the preference, 
thus far, over all other ships sailing for American ports. 
The postage on letters conveyed by them from Great 
Britain and Ireland alone, amounts annually to more 
than £ 120,000 sterling, and the number of passengers to 
and fro, to from forty to fifly thousand. This is certainly 
a 'strong argument in favor of expedition, and is more 
than sufficient to prove that the Americans have found 
t)ie proper way of building and navigating ships, and 
that they understand admirably to supply their inferior 
tonnage by a greater number of fast-sailing vessels. 

The successes of the Americans during the last war 
with England, were by English officers themselves at- 
tributed to the skilful manner in which they navigated 
their ships, and especially to the superior construction of 
their large frigates. These were built in such a manner 
as to unite all the advantages of sdiiall, fast-sailing vessels, 
with the heavy calibre of seventy-fours, and were conse- 
quently capable of attacking and defending themselves 
against heavy ships of the line, while' they were more than 
a match for ordinary frigates. The first idea of these 
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vessels was conceived by the Americans, and has since 
been imitated bj all other maritime powers. But the 
same spirit of invention, which has already been tri- 
umphant, may, in time of danger, contrive fresh expedi- 
ents to ensure once more the success which is inseparable 
from genius. 



CHAPTER X. 



INTERNAL NAVIGATION OP THE UNITED STATES. RAIL- 
ROADS. CANALS. FACILITIES OP TRAVELLING. THEIR 

INFLUENCE ON THE POLITICAL CONDITION OF THE TI^O* 

PLE. STEAM-BOATS. PUBLIC AND BOARDING HOUSES.— 

HOSPITALITY OF AMERICANS. 



No country is, by nature, favored with such large 
navigable streams as America ; but it may also be added 
that none has done so much to improve its internal navi- 
gation. From the mighty Mississippi and its noble 
tributaries the Ohio and the Missouri, down to the 
smallest and most insignificant creek or inlet, the Ameri- 
can waters are covered with steamers, boats, and rafts of 
all descriptions ; and where the natural communication 
was not sufficient, the want has been supplied by canals. 
In the year 1831, there were on the western waters alone, 
one hundred and ninety-eight steam-boats running, and 
one hundred and fifly had been worn out or lost by acci- 
dents. The whole number of boats, therefore, built oa 
those waters since 1811 was 348, of which one hundred 
and eleven were built in the city of Cincinnati alone. 

But the Americans were not satisfied with improving 
merely what nature had done for them ; they went fur- 
ther. They connected the western waters with those of 
the Atlantic, and the lakes with the Gulf of Mexico; 
and established an artificial water communication by 
means of canals, which, in extent is nearly half the 
length of the Mississippi, the largest river in the world. 
Mr. Pitkins, in his «* Statistical View of the Commerce 
of the United States," estimates the number of miles of 

26 
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canals in the United States completed on the first of 
January, 1835, or which would not long after be com- 
pleted, at two thousand eight hundred and sixty-four, 
and their cost, at $64,573,099, or ^12,914,620 sterling. 
-—"When the cost of the railroads in the United States," 
continues he, " is added to that of the canals, it will be 
found that there has been, or will soon be expended in 
this country, on these two kinds of internal improvements 
alone, a sum not less than ninety^our millions of dollars,'' 
—about nineteen millions pounds sterling ; — " and this 
has been done, principally, since 1817." According to 
this statement, which I think rather falls short of the 
truth than exceeds it, the Americans have expended, in 

* It branch of improvement alone, the sum of one mil- 
D pounds sterling annually, which is more than twenty 
per cent, of the whole expenditures of the national govern- 
ment. 

The extent of railroads was nearly seven hundred 
miles, without including any of the large projected 
schemes for extending them to the west, and connecting 
the southern states with those of the east and north. 
These, however, have already been partially carried into 
execution ; and it is to be expected that in less than 
twenty years a traveller in the United States will be able 
to traverse the country from the western extremity to 
the shores of the Atlantic, and from the borders of 
Canada to the Gulf of Mexico, without being once obliged 
to slacken his speed, or to exchange a locomotive car or a 
steam-boat for the less expeditious method of a carriage 
drawn by horses. 

The railroads, in progress, or completed, in the month 
of January, 1835, exceeded sixteen hundred miles in 
length, and their cost was in "Pitkins's Statistics *' esti- 
mated at thirty millions of dollars or six millions pounds 
sterling nearly. This statement, however, must, I think, 
fall short of the truth ; as there were, in the state of New 
York alone, fifty incorporated railroad companies, with 
a capital of upwards of thirty-four millions of dollars, or 
six millions eight hundred thousand pounds sterling; and 
similar companies were chartered in all other states. 
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The following of these Railroads were completed at 
the close of the year 1836 ; 

Length. 

1. The Railroad from Buffalo to Black Rock 3 miles* 

2. — Ithaca to Oswego - 29 — 

3. — Albany to Schenectady 16 — 

4. — Troy to Ballston - 24J — 

5. — Rochester to Carthage 3 — 

6. — Saratoga to Schenectady 22 — 

7. — Utica to Schenectady 77 — 

Total 174i miles. 

The following Railroads were commenced : 

Length. 

The Railroad from Auburn to Syracuse -> 26 miles. 

— Buffalo to Niagara Falls 21 — 
-!- Catskill to Canajoharie - 68 — 

— Prince St. to Haerlam - 7 — 

— Hudson to Massachusetts line 30 — 

— Lockport to Niagara Falls 24 — 

— Brooklyn to Greenport - 98 — 

— N, York city to Lake Erie 505 — 

— Saratoga Spr'gs to Whitehall 41 — 

— Rochester to Utica - 45 — 



Total 865 miles. 



. At the last session of the legislature of New York in 
1836, no less than forty-two new railroad companies were- 
incorporated, of which the most important ones were the 
Attica and Buffalo, Auburn and Ithaca, Batavia and 
Lockport, Brooklyn Bath and Coney Island, Courtlandt- 
ville and Oswego, Herkimer and Trenton Falls, Lansing- 
burgh and Troy, Ghittenango and Cazenovia, Oswego and 
Utica, Rochester and Genessee Port, Schenectady and 
Troy, Staten Island, Syracuse and Binghampton, Syrai- 
cuse and Brewertown, and Utica and Syracuse Rail- 
roads. <— -The state of New York alon0; therefpre, will in 
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a few years have ninety-two railroads, facilitating the in- 
tercourse of its principal towns and villages, or connecting 
them with the railroads of other states in order to estab- 
lish lines of communication with the southern, western and 
eastern parts of the country. 

The same spirit of impro?ement is stirring in the other 
states. In the state of Maine there has been completed 
On 1836) a railroad from Bangor to Orono ; a company 
tor another to extend from Portland to Dover, New 
Hampshire, has been incorporated at the last session of 
the legislature, and three new ones have been projected, 
one of which is to extend from the coast of Maine to 
Quebec. In the state of New Hampshire, two railroad 

•bpanies have been incorporated, both of which have 
eady commenced operations ; and in the state of Ver- 
mont four others, with an aggregate capital of 4,000,000 
of dollars. In the state of Massachusetts, there are al- 
ready completed three principal railroads, viz., from Bos- 
- ton to Providence, from Boston to Worcester, and from 
Boston to Lowell. Each of these has again its branches 
extending to other towns in the state, or connecting them 
with the railroads of the state of New York. The '* West- 
ern Railroad," which was incorporated by the legislature 
of Massachusetts in 1833 was commenced in 1836, the 
state having subscribed to it the sum of 1,000,000 dollars. 
This railroad will extend from Worcester to the Connec- 
ticut river at Springfield ; thence to the boundary line of 
the state of New York, where it will be connected with 
three different railroads, one leading to Albany, another 
to Hudson, and a third to Troy. From Albany a rail- 
road to the westward is already completed as far as Uti- 
ca ; from Utica to Buffalo a new railroad has recently 
beeii incorporated ; and from Buffalo it is to be continued 
through the states of Pennsylvania, Ohio, Indiana, and 
Illinois to the borders of the Mississippi ; which will estab- 
lish a direct line of communication between Portland, 
in the state of Maine, and New Orleans, in the Gulf -of 
of Mexico. In addition to these, three new railroads were 
incorporated by the legislature of Massachusetts at its 
last session in 1836; one of which, from Boston to Salem, 
Hbwburyport and Portsmouth, N. Hampshire, is already 
in progreMs, In the state of Connecticut, three railroads 
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are now in progress, and five new ones have been incor- 
porated ; in New Jersey, three railroads are completed, 
and three new ones in progress ; in Pennsylvania thirteen 
are completed, and eight or ten in progress ; and in the 
small state of Delaware one is completed, and another in 
progress. 

The Baltimore and Ohio railroad was incorporated by 
the legislature of Maryland in 1827, and is to extend from 
the city of Baltimore to the banks of the river Ohio, dis- 
tance 360 miles. In 1835, eighty-six miles of this road 
were completed at an expense of 3,106,507 dollars. The 
company had in operation ten engines, fifty passengers' 
cars and 1,200 wagons for transporting merchandise. A 
is to be observed, moreover, that the company did iij|l||^ 
import their machinery from England, but relied entird;^ 
on the ingenuity of American workmen ; and they are 
now believed to possess locomotives of the best kind, and 
with the most powerful engines. For the prosecution of 
this railroad, the legislature of the state has recently sub- 
scribed 3,000,000 dollars, and the city of Baltimore other 
3,000,000 dollars. Two other railroads have been com- 
pleted in that state, and three new ones incorporated. In 
the state of Virginia three railroads of thirteen, fifty-nine, 
and thirty miles in length respectively, were completed in 
1830 ; three iiew ones were commenced, and eighteen 
others incorporated since 1835, with a joint capital of 
12,595,000 dollars, or ^,519,000 sterling. In the state 
of North Carolina six new railroads are projected, and 
some of them commenced. In South Carolina there exists 
already a railroad from Charleston to Hamburg, distance 
136 miles ; and another is projected on a huge plan. It 
is to extend from Charleston to Cincinnati (Ohio,) dis- 
tance 607 miles, connecting the valleys of the Ohio and 
the Mississippi with the Atlantic ocean. The expenses 
of this road are estimated at $15,000,000 or j£3,000,000 
sterling. In the state of Georgia there are completed two 
railroads, and three others are in progress) extending 90, 
200, and 210 miles in length respectively. In the state of 
Alabama nine railroads are commenced ; in the state of 
Mississippi three, and in the state of Louisiana one rai)^ 
soad is completed, and five or six others in progress, mt 
Kentucky two railroads are completed^ aadthi%% otl^awt 
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in progress. In the state of Ohio twelve railroads were 
incorporated in 1832, of which the '^ Mad river and lake 
Erie railroad," which is to extend 153 miles, was Com- 
menced in 1835, and thirty miles of it completed in. 1836. 
In 1835, twentj-eight new railroad companies were in- 
corporated in that state with a capital of more than 
30,000,000 dollars or ^4,000,000 sterling. In the state of 
Indiana four railroads are projected. In the state of 
Illinois there were chartered in 1835 nine railroads of 
which the ** Alton and Galena railroad " alone was to be 
350 miles long ; and at the last session of the legislature 
(in 1836,) fourteen new ones were incorporated. In the 
state of Missouri two railroads are projected ; and the 
Bgislature of the state of Michigan, a state which has 
onlj been recently admitted into the Union, has already 
chartered four railroad companies, and a large number 
of others are projected. The whole population of that 
slate is averaged only at 120,000, and consisted, accord- 
ing to the census of 1834, only of 85,856 inhabitants. 
Several railroads have been projected also in the Florida 
territory, and one or two of these are now in progress. 

The canals of the United States are not of so late a 
date, but are nevertheless constructed chiefly since 1820. 
Ten years' improvements however, with so new and enter- 
prising a people as the Americans, are sufficient to change 
the aspect of things, and to give the whole country a new 
character. The attention of the Americans has within 
the last five or six years chiefly been turned to the con- 
sfihiction of railroads ; but I must be greatly mistaken if 
canals would not, in many instances, answer the same 
purpose ; and they would, under particular circumstances, 
be far less expensive. The natural facilities of water 
communication seem to invite the Americans not to neg- 
lect this branch of internal improvement ; and the profits 
realised on the principal canals now in operation, ought 
to be a sufficient inducement for speculators to invest 
their capital in so useful and national a branch of in- 
dustry. 

The principal Canals in the United States, completed 
in January, 1835, were the following; 

Blackstone canal - - 45 miles. 
Black river - - - 7^ — 
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miles. 



Cayuga 


- 


- 20 


Cbamplain 


- 


- 63 


Chemupg 


. 


- 23 


Chenango 


- 


. 96 


Chesapeake and Ohio (not 


yet completed) 


• 


- 340 


Chesapeake and Delaware 


» 14 


Delaware 


- 


- 60 


Delaware and Hudson 


- 108 


Delaware and Rariton 


- 42i 


Dismal Swamp 


- 


- 23 


Erie 


- 


- 363 


Farmington 


- 


- 78 


Lehigh 


- 


- 46i 


Middleses^ 


• 


- 27 


Miami 


. 


. 66 


Morris 


- 


- 97 


Ohio 


• 


- 334 


Oswego 


- 


- 38 


Pennsylvania - 


- 


- 277 


Santee 


- 


- 22 


Schuylkill 




- 110 


Union 


- 


- 80 


Wabash and Erie 


- 


- 200 




Total 2,769 



« 



That the construction of canals in the United States 
has in most cases been a profitable undertaking, yieldim^ 
on an average from ten to twelve per cent, interest per 
annum on the capital invested,* will appear from the sub- 
joined report of the canal commissioners of the state of 
New York, which may be relied on as official, as theae 
canals are owned by the state itself. 

* In one or two instances some private canal companies have de« 
Glared a dividend of 102 per cent, per anmm t 
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CANALS Of NEW ITORK. 



Na,me. 

> 


Length 

in 
Miles. 


No. of 
Xiocks. 


Cost in 
Dolls. & Cts. 


Erie 

Champlain - - ) 

Glen's Fall's Feeder ) 
Oswego 

Cayuga - - . 
Chemung - - ) 

Navigable Feeder - j 
Crooked Lake - 
Chenango Feeders 


363 

76 

38 
21 

39 

8 
113 

658 


84 

34 

14 
11 

53 

27 
109 


7,143,789 86 

1,257,604 26 

565,437 35 
236,804 74 

331,693 57 

156,776 57 
1,960,456 28 


11,652,562 96 



The average cost, per mile, therefore, was 18,000 dol- 
lars, or .£3,600 sterling. 

The Tolls received in the year 1835 were as follows : 

Dollars. Ct5. 
Erie and Champlain canals - - 1,492,811 59 

Oswego - . ... . 29,180 62 

Cayuga and Seneca - - - - 20,430 11 

Chemung - - - - - - 4,720 44 

Crooked Lake - - - - - 1,829 63 



Total - 1,548,972 39* 

which is 13^ per cent, nearly of their cost. The tolls 
on these canals have been annually increasing ever since 
the completion of the enterprise. In 1831 they amount- 
ed to 10| per cent., in 1832 to lOf per cent, in 1833 to 
12f per cent., in 1834 to 11^ per cent., and in 1835, as I 
have just stated, to 13| nearly, of the whole cost of the 
canals. 

T%efoUowing table wiU show the incretise of tolls d/uring the lastjiveyears. 

Comparative View of Tolls for Five yearf. 



Canals. 


183L 


1833. 


1833. 


1834. 

Dolls, Cts. 

i;294,649 66 

33,168 03 

18,130 43 

3,378 05 

1,473 40 


1835. 


£rie 

Champlain 

Oiwego 

Cayuga 

Chemung 

Crooked Lake 


DoUs. Cts, 

1,091,711 30 

102,896 33 

16,371 10 

13,930 39 


Dolls, Cts. 

1,085,613 38 

110,191 95 

19,786 30 

13,893 04 


Dolls. Cts, 

1,390,136 30 

133,559 03 

32,950 47 

17,174 69 

694 00 

300 64 


DoUs, Cts. 

1,493,811 59 

89,180 63 

30,430 11 

4,730 44 

1,839 63 


Total 


1,333,801 98 


1^,483 47 


1,463,715 S3 1,339,799 56j 


1,548,973 39 



* Chenango canal is not yet in opexatioa^ b\xl ^iras to be completed in 
November, 1836. 
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Pennsylvania has always been the rival of New York 
with regard to internal improvements ; and it will there- 
fore be not improper to give a short statement of the 
canals of that state. 

Pennsylvania possesses twelve state canals, extending 
601^ miles in length, and two state railroads of 81 and 
37 miles respectively, making jointly a distance of 720 
miles, exclusive of the improvements carried on by 
private companies. 

The following Tables will exhibit the Length and Cost? 
of each Canal, together with the Amount of Tolls 
received during the last Five Years : 



Name. 


Length 
in Miles. 


Cost. 






Dolls. 


Cts. 


Delaware Division - 


69| 


1,238,027 


69 


Eastern Do. - - - 


43 


1,283,733 


46 


Juniata Do, " " \ 
Feeders - - j 


132i 


2,490,290 


13 


Western Do. 


106^ 


2,758,937 


71 


Feeders - - - 


" m 


64,255 


00 


Susquehanna Do. - 


39 


1,039,256 


77 


West Branch Do. - - 


25| 


421,771 


00 


North Branch Do. 


55J 


1,096,178 


34 


Wyoming Do. 


17 


342,796 


55 


Lycoming Do. 
Feeders Do. 


41| 
4| 


\ 1,205,573 


77 


Beaver Do. - - - 


30| 


476,401 


48 


Franklin Line Do. 


22J 


442,558 


34 


French Creek Do. 

Total 


23i 


441,455 


45 


601i 


13,301,235 


69 


Amount of Tolls 


receive 


d since 1830. 








DoUs. Cts. 




In 1830 


• 


27,012 90 




1831 


- 


38,241 20 




1832 


- 


50,909 57 




1833 


r " 


151,419 69 
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DoUs. Cts. 


1834 


- 309,789 15 


1835 


- - 684,357 77 



Total - 1,261,730 28 



Nor have the other states been behindhand with regard 
to internal improvements of this sort. There was one 
canal constructed in the state of Maine; four others in 
New Hampshire; four in Massachusetts; two in Con- 
necticut ; three in New Jersey ; one in the state of Dela- 
ware ; three in Maryland ; six in Virginia; three in North 
Carolina ; six in South Carolina ; one in Georgia ; two in 
Alabama; four in Louisiana; and two in the state of 
Ohio, viz. the -*' Ohio Canal," from Portsmouth on the 
Ohio to Cleaveland on Lake Erie, 307 miles in length, 
with 152 locks, and the ** Miami Canal," sixty-five miles 
in length, with thirty-two locks ; and there were, besides, 
eight new canal companies incorporated by the legisla- 
ture of that state. 

The legislature of the state of Indiana passed a bill in 
January, 1836, providing for a loan of 10,000,000 dollars 
to be expended in ''improving river navigation, and 
constructing canals, railroads, and turnpike roads." In 
consequence of this bill, three canals, two railroads, and 
two macadamised turnpike roads have been commenced 
in that state, and are now in active progress. In the 
state of Illinois, two canal companies were recently in- 
corporated, one of which, with a capital of 7,000,000 
dollars, is to construct a canal from Chicago on Lake 
Michigan, to Ottawa on the Illinois river, distance nine- 
ty-five miles. The breadth of this canal is to be thirty-six 
feet at the bottom, sixty at the surface, and its depth six 
feet. Thirty-six miles from Chicago, the canal must be 
eut twenty-four miles through solid rock, from seven to 
twenty-eight feet in depth, making this part alone cost 
4,000,000 of dollars. The commissioners advertised in 
July, 1836, for 10,000 workmen, ofibring them from 
twenty-five to thirty dollars (five to six pounds sterling) 
a month. 

The post-offices and post-roads have increased in the 
same proportion as the canals and railroads. 
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T *u tPVMi ( the number of Post- ) ,ye 

In the year 1790 { ^^^^^ ^^^ ] 75 

1800 it was already - - - 903 

1810 2,300 

1820 4,500 

1830 - - - - - 8,400 

The gradual extension of post-roads will be best per- 
ceived from the following official account, showing the 
increase of miles in every ten years, from 1790 till 1830 
inclusive. 
In the year 1790 - - - - 1,875 miles. 

1800 ... - 20,817 — 

1810 - - - - 36,406 — 

1820 .... 72,492 — 

1830 - - - . 115,176 — 

The mails are now carried on these routes (daily or 
otherwise,) 25,869,480 miles per annum; viz. 16,874,050 
in four-horse post-coaches and two-horse stages; 7,817,973 
miles on horse-back, and in sulkies ; * 909,959 miles in 
steam-boats ; and 270,504 in railroad cars. 

When we reflect on the multitude and extent of these 
improvements, the incredibly short time in which they 
were executed, the high price of labor, and the compara- 
tively small and thinly scattered population of the United 
States, we shall irresistibly arrive at the conclusion, that 
in this particular branch of national industry, the Ameri- 
cans have done more than all other nations taken to- 
gether. Even the rapid improvements in England appear 
diminutive, when compared to the vastness of American 
enterprise, and the continent of Europe cannot even 
furnish a term of comparison. 

If the whole population of the United States were en- 
gaged in constructing railroads and canals, they would^ 
Snd ample employment in completing those which are 
now projected or commenced, and might for years be 
enployed in that, branch of industry alone. What is 
truly surprising is, that a people, in number scarcely 
surpassing one third of the population of France, and 
spread over so large a surface, should, in addition to 

* A species of light, uncovered gig. 
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these works, find the necessary time for the cultivation 
and extension of commerce, manufactures, and the me- 
chanic arts ! No other nation did at any time engage in 
such a variety of industrious pursuits, and none can boast, 
in any one of them, of a greater rapidity of progress. 

The Amount of Postages received in the several States 
during the year 1834, and the number of Post-Offices 
in that year, were as follows : 



States. 



L 



Maine - - - 

New Hampshire 

Vermont 

Massachusetts 

Connecticut - 

Rhode Island 

New York 

New Jersey - 

Pennsylvania - 

Delaware 

Maryland 

Virginia 

North Carolina 

South Carolina 

Georgia - - - 

Alabama 

Mississippi 

Louisiana 

Tennessee 

Kentucky 

Ohio 

Indiana - - . 

Illinois - - . 

Missouri 

District of Columbia 

Michigan Territory 

Florida - - - 

Arkansas 

Total 



Dollars. 


Number c 
Post-Offic< 


48,717 


446 


23,429 


289 


26,043 


287 


172,567 


469 


51,604 


252 


19,002 


46 


430,426 


1,687 


29,817 


269 


343,406 


1,148 


6,465 


39 


89,235 


233 


114,554 


891 


38,746 


557 


60,755 


300 


79,925 


360 


50,514 


231 


26,450 


126 


61,905 


72 


43,858 


470 


53,987 


399 


100,652 


883 


20,835 


313 


14,789 


204 


19,518 


145 


17,724 


^ 


12,537 


139 


8,292 


51 


4,100 


78 



V^^3^2 



10,387 
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The Postages of the principal Cities were as follows : 



New York 

Philadelphia - 

Boston 

Baltimore 

New Orleans - 

Charleston 

Cincinnati 

Richmond 

Albany - - - 

Total in nine cities - 



- 192,403 dollars. 

- 118,354 — 

- 77,925 — 
- '^ . 62,505 — 

-• 48,840 — 

. 30,562 — 

- 20,991 — 

- 20,336 — 
. - 16,601 — 



- 688,^07 — 



(The income from the Post Office is principally spent 
in establishing new roads and lines of communication, 
and extending the usefulness of the department.) 

The following Table will show the Bate of Travelling 
on the Mississippi and the 'Ohio, (taken from the 
Wheeling Virginia Gazette.) 



Up the River. 

From Wheeling 
to Wellsburg, Ohio - 
to Steubenville, Ohio 
to Wellsville, Ohio - 
to Beaver, Pennsylvania - 
to Pittsburg, Pennsylvania 

Doton the River, 

to Marietta, Ohio 
to Parkersburgh, Virginia - 
to Point Pleasant - - 
to Gallipolis, Ohio - 
to Guyandotte, Virginia - 
to Portsmouth, Ohio 
to Maysville, Kentucky 
to Ripley, Ohio 
27 



Distance 


Tot^l 


1 






in Miles. 


Distance. 


Dolla. 




Cti* 

75 




16 


16 




7 


23 


1 







20 


43 


1 


50 




26 


69 


2 


50 




27 


r 96 


3 







82 


82 


2 


50 




10 


92 


2 


50 




78 


170 


5 







3 


173 


5 







37 


210 


6 







50 


260 


7 







47 


307 8 







13 


319 


. ^ 


^ 


k 
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Down the River. 

to Cincinnati, Ohio - 

to Port William, mouth of 

Kentucky - - - 
to Madison, Indiana 
to West Port, Kentucky - 
to. Louisville, Kentucky 
to Rome, Indiana 
to S||y, Indiana - - 
to ^How Banks, Kentucky 
to Evansville, Indiana 
to Henderson) Kentucky - 
to Shawneetown, Illinois - 
to Smithland, mouth of 

Cumberland 
to Mouth, Ohio 
to New Madrid, Missouri 
to Memphis, Tennessee 
to Helena, Arkansas 
to Vicksburg, Mississippi 
to Natchez, Mississippi 
to New Orleans, Louisiana 



Distance 
in jMiles. 



Total 
Distance- 



46 

79 
13 
20 
20 
100 
35 
25 
40 
12 
53 

63 

66 

75 

150 

85 

807 

110 

300 



355 

434 
447 
467 

487 
587 
622 
647 
687 
699 
752 

815 
881 
956 
1.106 
1,191 
1,498 
l,e08 
\ ,908 



Dom. 
10 



11 
11 
12 
12 
15 
15 
15 
18 
18 
18 



Cti. 
















18 





20 





22 





25 





26 





36 





30 





35 






These prices of passage include boarding. The fares 
of deck-passengers are about one fourth of these, the 
piassengers finding themselves. To New Orleans it is 
still less, being only 8 dollars, or about 365. for a distance 
of nearly 2,000 miles. The deck is covered and contains 
berths. The passage to Louisville is performed in two 
days and a half, and to New Orleans in from eight to 
tc»i ; returning about double that time. The ordinary 
speed is twelve miles an hour down, and six up the river. 
It must be observed, moreover, tbat there are boats which 
charge less than the above rates, the price depending 
upon the number of boats in port, and the abundance or 
scarcity of passengers. 

The liberality with which the prices of passage are 
fixed ought not to escape the attention of the peruser of 
the above table. No additional charge is made for 



FACILITIES OF INTERCOURSE. ^15 

carrying a person fifty or sixty^ miles further, although it 
may happen, that by so doing he may have ** the benefit 
of another meaK^' Thus the fare from Wheeling to 
Rome, Indiana, (587 miles,) is 15 dollars ; and from 
Wheeling to Yellow Banks, Kentucky, (sixty miles fur- 
ther,) the same. From Wheeling to Evans ville, Ken- 
tucky, (distance 687 miles,) the fare is 18 dollars ; and to 
Sroithland, mouth of the Cumberland, (128 miles further,) 
no additional charge is made. . The same holds of the 
distances to Vicksburg and Natchez, in thie state of 
Mississippi. -^^ 

The increased facilities of intercourse, thus clHIed be- 
tween the different states, cannot but produce tne hap- 
piest results. They lessen the expenses of travelling, 
and enable emigrants from Europe and the eastern states, 
to proceed south or west at a trifling expenditure of 
time and money ; they enhance the value of real estates 
throughout the Union, by shortening the dista^ices which 
exist between the towns and country ; they increase 
commerce and open a market for the produce of the 
west, which would otherwise be beyond the line of natural 
communication ; they are the means of spreading civiliza- 
tion and learning throughout the country, by bringing 
the wilderness of the west in contact with the arts and 
sciences of the borders of the Atlantic ; and lastly, the 
most important of all, they amalgamate the different 
elements of which the population of the United States is 
composed to a large homogeneous whole, and strengthen 
the bond of union between the different states by so in- 
terweaving their individual interests that a separ^ion 
could not be effected without a severe diminutimi of 
prosperity to all. The last two consequences are, from 
their moral and political importance, the most desirable 
of all, and are, of themselves, sufficient to create a per- 
manent interest. 

Those who are continually dreading or prophesying 
the dissolution of the Union, and whose fertile imagina- 
tion is already employed in portioning out the territories 
of the west, south, east, and north, consider merely the 
physical inequalities of those states, without reflecting, 
for one moment, on the moral causes which have a ten- 
dency directly the rieverse of what they antlci^^\A« <^\i^ 
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of the reasons which they allege for the impending disso- 
lution, is the vast extent of territory of the United States, 
and the consequent diversity of feeling and sentiment 
created hy the difference in the soil and climate. They 
pretend that the south, the west, and the north have each 
their peculiar interests, incompatible with the general 
prosperity of the whole ; and that so far from considering 
themselves as children of one and the same family, the 
nmabitants of the different states, cherish a kind of sec- 
tional feeling, which is diametrically opposite to the 
lofty ij^irations of national character. I confess my- 
self no^Prtisan to such ^li opinion, and shaUtake another 
opportuiiity (in the next chapter ) of explaining my senti- 
ments on that subject. I shall be satisfied, for the pre- 
sent, to consider the question only as far as it relates to 
distances. 

Distance is a relative idea, and is not properly meas- 
ured by the number of miles, at which one place is 
situated from another ; but rather by the time which is 
required to move from one to another. This b so fkr 
true, and so popular a view of the subject, that the notion 
of expressing distance by time has become familiar to all 
people; the unit of comparison being generally the dis- 
tance walked in an hour. Thus, in Germany, a traveller 
will learn that a certain place is situated three hours from 
another, and in Westphalia two or three pipes, indicating 
the number of pipes, which may be smoked on the way to 
it.* These numbers are evidently relative ; for a man 
may increase or slacken his pace, and thereby diminish 
the^yme required for accomplishing the distance. If, in- 
steacrof walking, he mounts on horseback, the distance 
Virill become still less ; and so on, in proportion to the 
velocity with which he proceeds on his way. An object 
removed half a mile from a lame person if,- to him, al- 
most an infinite distance ; but it would be dreadfully 
near to the mouth of a cannon. Numbers, in general, 
convey no positive idea ; because the largest of them* 
may become infinitely small, and the smallest of them in- 
finitely large, in proportion to the units of which they 
represent the respective aggregates. We judge of the 

^Kdestner's *^ AnfangsgiUnde der Mathematick/' 
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whole physical world not as it is, but as it appears to 
our senses, and is capable of affecting our happiness. 
Thus the universe appears infinite to our finite senses ; 
because we lacli. the term of comparison (the common 
measure ; ) but it does not follow from it that to an un- 
derstanding less limited and finite than our own, it may 
not bear an approximate ratio, and it is philosophically 
and mathematically certain, that, to the infinite Being, itp 
relation is fixed aud invariable.* Thus, whatever is cal- 
culated to change our relation to the physical world, may 
actually be said to change the physical world itself, and 
vice versa. Now, I maintain that such a change has taken 
place in the physical position of the United States ; and 
that, therefore, the people themselves must have changed 
their relation to the objects around thetri, and to each 
other. 

To an American the United States can hardly be as 
large as France appears to a Frenchman ; the difierent 
states being actually less separate and distant from one 
another than the different departments of that kingdom. 
An inhabitant of Cincinnati, or of Charleston, is a nearer 
neighbor to a gentleman residing in New York, than an 
Alsacian is to a Parisian ; because he is tictually less re- 
moved from, and comes oftener in contact with him, than 
is the case between the two inhabitants of France. 
Whatever difference in manners, customs, and opinions 
there may exist between them, will have a tendency to 
be smoothed down by habitual intercourse and exchange 
of thought ; and prejudices, which are principally founded 
on ignorance or an imperfect acquaintance wit|(|the 
motives of others, must at last yield to individual convic- 
tion, and the . knowledge' acquired from observation. 
How many prejudices which existed betwen the French 
and the English have been explained away since the un- 
restrained intercourse between the two nations ! How 
many Englishmen, since the year 1815, have passed over 
to France with the expectation of finding a race of 

r 

* " A finite quantity is infinitely large when compared to an infinitely 
small one ; a finite one, infinitely small with regard to one which is in- 
finitely large; but the ratio between two infinite quantities may be ex- 
pressed by numbers, and is constant." — Tobias Mayer. " fldAere ikSMiAn|- 
m."^-'Camol. " Mtopkysiqtte dii Cakud iufimUsimal.^^ 

27* 
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dancing monkeys, or ferocious tigers, and liave in thtiir 
stead discovered a jloHte, chivalrous and highly civilised 
nation ! And how many Frenchmen, on the other hand, 
bave come over to England to behold a pleople scarcely 
emerged from barbarism, whos« principal amusement 
consisted in hunting, horse-racing, and cock-fighting, in 
order to become satisfied of what they have yet to learn 

» order to equal that people in depth (ff thought, energy 
action, ana the wisdom of its legislation. The mutual 
intercourse between the two nations has acted beneficially 
on both. Instead of hating one another, with that hatred 
which characterised the barbarism of their former wars, 
the people of the two countries have become friends^ and 
fire now united by the strongest ties which ever connected 
two nations not speaking the same^Ianguage. They have 
learned to respect each other, and to imitate each other's 
rirtues. The treasures of intellect t>f the. one have be- 
come the common wealth of the other ; and their former 
misguided passions and mutual rancor (which it 'was the 
the interest of certain politicians to kindle and nourish) 
are now dying away from want of aliment. . 

But* if such are the effects of the increased intercourse 
of two nations naturally strangers to one another, what 
may we not hope for with regard to the people of the 
different states of America, where the same cause operates 
in a multiplied ratio, joined to an extensive internal com- 
merce which affects all interests, and is strongly assisted by 
the ties of consanguinity, and the charm of one and the 
- same language ? So far from discovering in the progress 
of Mnerica any symptoms of the fiiture dissolution of the 
Union, I cian see in it only new pledges of its stability and 
duration. It grows stronger every year by the increased 
community of interests ; and what the Americans did not 
wish for, when their stakes in the government were 
divided, they cannot reasonably desire or promote, when 
their cause becomes one and the same. 

Neither is there any remarkable division of sentiment 
perceptible in their actions. On the contrary, it is una- 
nimity which characterises all their proceedings. The 
Americans have nothing to gain, but a great deal to lose, 
from a separation of the Union; and the regulations of 
their internal commerce ate auoVi, tibat a chaos of con- 
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fusion, and a total suspension of business, would follow 
the slightest attempt at so preposterous a measure. 

The elimate is another cause supposed to act strongly 
on the minds of men, and to produce lasting national 
differences.* This, undoubtedly, does not change with the 
facilities of intercourse ; but the men who live in it may 
be able to effect an alteration, and thereby render them- 
selves less subject to its 'influence. A person who VlMf 
six months of the year in one climate, and the remainfflU 
six months in another, cannot be said to be subject to the 
vicissitudes of either ; and the same will hold of him who 
is so little confined to any one place, that it is difficult to 
ascertain which is his habitual residence. This is the 
case ^vith the Americans. Nearly one half of the whole 
trading population (and this is no inconsiderable portion 
of the whole) is constantly engaged in travelling ; and in 
the summer season, when, on account of the water com- 
munication, travelling becomes cheaper than it is in tbe 
winter, or early in the spring, every class of society, men 
and women, the aged and the young, join in it as a favor-t 
ite amusement. The Americans seem to know no great-j 
er pleasure than that of going on fast, and accomplishing;' 
large distances in comparatively short times. Towarcb 
autumn, and at the beginning of winter the wealthief 
population of the north repair to the south, to escape the 
inclemency of an eastern winter or spring,! and during 
the hot months of summer the rich planters of the south 
retaliate upon their brethren to the north, by enjoying 
the cooling breezes of New England. 

This continued motion of the Americans, which re- 
sembles, on a huge scale, the vibrations of a-penduluin, 
is productive of very important results.. It saves the 
southerners from the enervating influence of the excessive 
heat of their latitudes, and enables the northerners to 
familiarise themselves with the south. It acts as a con- 
stant moderator between them ; and this the more so as 
the facilities of travelling increase, and the expenses in* 

* Montesquieu in his " Esprit des Lais " certainly ascribes to it moce 
than its due inflaence. 

t The months of March, April, and even part of May, in New Eng- 
land, are the most trying to the constitution, but the *^faU" is beansil^ 
^HMi sBperior to the same seasMi in EuxQ^. 
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cidental to them diminish. The constant intercourse of 
the southerners with the inhabitants of the north, and of 
the latter with the former, and the consequent necessity 
of conforming to the peculiarities of both climes, prevent 
the formation of those habits wbich belong exclusively to 
either, and are eminently calculated to diminish thos e- 
moral and physical differences, which the remoteness or 
X\w vicinity of the equator seems to have permanently 
established among men. 

Thus, in whatever light we may view theni, whether we 
consider their physical or moral influence, thdir ejQTectson 
civilization, or their promotion and encouragement of 
commerce and every branch of industry, we sliali see, in 
the internal improvements of the United States, one of 
the most powerful means of producing harmony and good 
fellowship amongst the different states, and must therefore 
hail them as the harbingers of peace, and that friendship 
Mchich I am confident will last as long as liberty shall 
find an asylum in the legislative halls of America. If free- 
dom should once be lost, if the United States should fall a 
prey to- some victorious enemy, if an ambitious faction 
should succeed in enslaving the people and directing the 
national efforts and energies to their own sordid ends, 
then it matters not what relative position the different 
states may assume : of a parcel of slaves it is immaterial 
which is foremost and hindmost in the ranks, or whether 
they are all chained alike to the yoke. But as long as the 
people are sovereign, the prospects of the country will 
remain unclouded ; and the Union will be preserved, not- 
withstanding the puerile declamations of those who would 
be the most inactive in time of danger, as they are now 
the modt apprehensive in time of peace. 

But has not, it will be asked, the Union been already in 
danger, at the late question of the tariff? To this question 
I would resolutely reply in the negative : the Union was 
not in danger. The nullification doctrine of South Caro- 
lina was the result of a fever produced by imprudent ex- 
posures, which has since yielded to the proper remedies ; 
but which did not threaten the continuance of the Union 
any more than a transient head-ache the life of a robust 
young man. It merely shows that prudence is necessary, 
even to the strongest constitution ; and that, in the terms 
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of an old English adage, '^ an ounce of preventive is worth 
a pound of cure." Now that the sickness is passed, the 
Americans have time to reflect ]on its origin, and the best 
means of preventing its occurrence in the future. If it 
should come again, it will not find them unprepared ; but 
they are too wise a people to fall twice into the same 
error. I consider the late proceedings in South Carolina, 
and the subsequent measures adopted by Congress, as a 
timely warnings which has brought the different states tb 
a consciousness of their true position, and the dangers 
which await them if they swerve for one moment from 
the true intent of their compact. The American Union 
has now nothing to fear from a similar attack; and is 
just as much more secured against • all such evils than 
before the tariff question was started, as the mariner who 
is prepared for a storm is safer than he who is only ac- 
customed to sail with light breezes. 

The internal improvements of the United States have 
for a time, been the rallying cry of a certain party, and 
they have also had their champion in the person of Mr. 
Henry Clay, senator Jrom the state of Kentucky. To 
understfind this matter properly, it must be remembered, 
that there does not, nor ever did, exist a party in the 
United States, averse to internal improvements generally; 
and the line of demarcation, therefore, consisted solely 
in the means by which the different parties intended to 
carry their plans into effect. Mr. Clay's friends held that 
the surplus revenue of the United States had best be spent 
in internal improvements, (which more or less had to 
benefit individual states,) while the present administration 
saw in it a means of corrupting the elections, by ^' bribing 
the people with the people's money." Both parties were 
heartily in favor of improvements ;^ but the one wished to 
employ for that purpose the money of the government, 
while the other were willing to leave them to the enter- 
prise of individual states, and to tax only those with the 
expense of them, who, from their proximity, were most 
benefited by the measure. Whatever glory may be at- 
tached to the doctrine of national improvements of Mr. 
Clay, that of the administration is equally strongly re- 
commended by good sense and national justice, ■ 

Mr. Clay'fir principles would have enabled v^^^jggd^^^^ 



922 THE NATIONAL RaAD. 

loent to act powerfully on the political sentiments of in- 
dividual states, and was too nearly allied with the system 
of centralization not to excite the apprehensions of the 
people. Spending the surplus revenue in the construction 
of national roads, might have amounted to an indirect 
taxation of the people, and would have delegated to Con- 
gress a power, which, by the constitution, it was not in« 
tended to possess. The least preference shown to any 
individual state (and it would have been impossible to 
benefit them all in the same ratio) would have roused the 
jealousy of the others; and as the number of those whom 
It would have been in the pow^r of government to benefit 
must needs have been smaller than that whom it must 
necessarily have disobliged, Congress itself would eventu- 
ally have lost a portion of its popularity. 

It would have been exceedingly imprudent, in the presi- 
dent or the senate of the United States, to take a par- 
ticular state into favor, or to extend their protection even 
to the weakest and most needy of them. Any such guar- 
dianship would have affected the independence of the in- 
dividual states, and could hardly.have failed tobrinffthem 
into collision with the general government.. Besiiies, it 
is very doubtful whether the great end, for which these 
sacrifices were to be made, would have been actually 
realised. It remains to be proved that the pa*ternal care 
of the general government would accomplish more than 
the pride and emulation of individual states; and that 
people, in general, are more willing to preserve and im- 
prove what IS given them, than what they acquire by their 
own individual exertion. 

It is a principle of the New Englanders to tax the com- 
munity with the support of common schools; because 
** people are more willing to send their^hildren to school 
when they pay for it, than if education were to be had at 
no expense ; " and I am strongly inclined to extend the 
game process of reasoning to the grand idea of national 
improvements. But, be this as it may, experience has 
shown that, in America, national undertakings of this 
kind are less apt to succeed, and less gratefully received 
by the states whom they are intended to benefit, than in- 
dividual enterprise, in which they are obliged to invest 
^^l^S^fjp money. The great western road has been an 
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immense expense to the government, bat met with so 
little favor and co-operation on the part of the stated 
through which it runs, that the latter could hardly be pre- 
vailed upon to charge themselves with the repairs of the 
part which was finished, much less to do any thing in aid 
of its construction or continuation. When Congress pro- 
posed to gather- a toll for the purpose of defraying the ex- 
penses of the necessary repairs, Pennsylvania and some 
of the other states violently opposed the measure, on the 
ground thai it would compromise their sovereignty. It 
was therefore abandoned, and in its stead an additional 
300,000 dollars (<£60,000 sterling) voted out of the 
treasury of the United Slates to finish the road, and sur- 
render it to the individual states, to keep and use it as 
they may. This apparent laxity of the Americans to 
seize upon advantages ofiered them by others, evinces a 
disposition diametrically opposite to Malvolio's, ** Some 
are born to greatness ; some acquire greatness ; and 
some have greatness thrust upon th6m." The Americans 
are altogether for acquiring greatness, and are therefore 
least apt to run mad, and expiate their follies in chains* 

The increased facilities of intercourse, and especially 
the use of steam, are yet productive of another happy re- 
sult, scarcely less deserving attention. The reduced ex«- 
penses of fravellin-g enable thousands of persons, who 
would otherwise be obliged to remain stationary, to try 
their fortunes abroad, or to journey for information. 
Life consists in motion ; and, as far as that goes, the 
United States present certainly the most animated picture 
of universal bustle and activity of a^y country in the 
world. Such a thing as rest or quiescence does not even 
enter the mind of an American, and its presence would to 
him be actually insupportable. The rates of fares and 
passages are so low, and so well adapted to tire mieans of 
the great bulk of the population, that there is scarcely an 
individual so reduced in circumstances, as to be unable to 
afibrd his ** dollar or so," to travel a couple of hundred 
miles from home, "in order to see the country and the 
improvements which are going on." On board the 
steamboats, meals are generally included in the pr^ce of 
passage, which, during a certain part of the seas qji^ y 
reduced by opposition, as hard^y to pay Cot av4Ppi^^^ 
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«lone ; in -which case it is almost as cheap, or cheaper, 
to travel than to stay at home. 

The influence of these proceedings On the minds of the 
laboring classes is incredible. Instead of being confined 
to the narrow circle of their own acquaintances, and 
occupied chiefly -with the contemplation of the steeple of 
their own native village, they have the sam6 opportunity 
-of widening the sphere of their knowledge' by travelling 
and personal observation of the manners of diflerent peo- 
ple, which in other countries is enjoyed by gentlemen of 
moderate fortune, and from which the same order in 
Europe is almost entirely excluded. The^ absence of 
-post-chaises or any other vehicles exclusively for the con- 
veyance of wealthy travellers, isompels the latter to ac- 
complish their journeys in company, with such men as 
they may chance to meet on the road ; and if these hap- 
pen to be niechanics or traders, ^an exchange of thought 
and sentiment takes place, which is often profitable to 
both parties. The laboring classes, which, in this man- 
ner, are brought in contact with the more polite orders 
of society, can hardly fail to improve in manners; and 
the higher and wealthier clashes, who in ulost countries 
are totally ignorant of the sentimenti^ and wants of the 
lower orders, receive, in turn, nVbch valuable instruction, 
which, as it passes from one individual to another, is sure 
of finally reaching the halls of Congress. A mutual loss 
and compensation takes place, and the facilities of travel- 
ling are, again, (Employed in equalizing conditions. 

Much has been said on the anomalies of conduct of 
American travellers, especially on board of steamboats ; 
and unjust comparisons have been, drawn between them 
and the passengers in European boats, sufficiently preju- 
dicial to the former. No allowance, however, seems to 
have been made for the diflerent materials composing 
these companies, and the peculiar usages established on 
•board of American boats. Were the passengers in 
European steamers composed chiefly of small traders, 
hawkers, journeymen mechanics and operatives of all 
descriptions, and permitted to sit down at the same table 
with the polite and wealthier classes, to partake of dainties 
which- they only know from hearsay, without any ad- 
^itimtii^ charge^ i, for my part, would not wish to witness 
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'* the solecisms of depbrtment " of which they might be 
guilty. Add to this a liberal quotum of brandy, which on 
board of some of the steamboats is still handed round,* 
to be used at discretion, and it will be easy to fancy a 
picture which would more than shock the tender sensi- 
tiveness of an English tourist. When these circum* 
stances are taken into consideration, it will appear that 
what English writers have not said about American 
travellers, is the highest encomium they can possibly be- 
stow on their conduct ; and that, notwithstanding the 
severity of their criticism on «* American manners," they 
Were not aware of the class of society with whom they 
journeyed. Their negative reasoning goes further than 
their positive assertion, and furnishes the best proof that 
the dress, language and manners of the inferior orders of 
Americans partake so much of the characteristic of 
education, that Europeans mistake them for those of 
gentlemen. 

The American steamboats on the western rivers, and 
along the coast of the Atlantic, are of a very superior 
construction, both as regards speed and elegance of ac- 
commodation for passengers. They are now principally 
built on the low-pressure principle ; but have generally 
engines of very great power. The ladies' cabin, which 
is usually on deck, is sepai'ated from that of the gentlenieni 
and the latter have no admission to it except by the con- 
sent of all the occupants. At breakfast, dinner and tea,, 
the ladies are invited down to take their seats at the head* 
of the table, (meals being generally served in the-gentle- 
men's cabin,) after which the gentlemen are permitted to 
take theirs ; and the usual ceremonies being passed, ac- 
tive operations are commenced on all sides with an 
activity of spirit, which allows no one to remain for a 
long time an indifferent spectator of the scene. 

After dinner, the ladies, accompanied by their respective 
gentlemen, are seen walking off to their apartment, while 
those of the latter, who have no such stoeet incumbrance^ in- 
dulge in the luxury of a cigar, or take a solitary stroll on 
deck. Few are waiting for the pastry or the desert, though 

* The temperance societies have abolished this custom on beard- of 
most of the steamboats. 
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bcith are generally of the best kind; because it would oblige 
them to remain too long in a state of quiescence, which is 
Contrary to their nature, and incompatible with their no- 
tions of comfort. 

The great advantages of American boats over those of 
Europe consist chiefly in their much greater proportions 
Imd consequently larger accommodations ; in the elegance 
of their furniture, the cheapness of the fares, and the 

Seat rapidity with which they accomplish their passages, 
any of them contain state and drawing rooms, Qnd all 
the conveniences tp be found in the best hotels. One or 
two waiting women are always in attendance on the 
ladies, while the gentlemen are blessed with the indi^en- 
sable attendance of a barber. Some of the larger boats 
are ornamented with a piano and other musical instru- 
ments ; and, in order that a>< feast of reason" may not 
be wanting, a circulating library awaits the pleasure, 
principally of the ladies; the gentlemen being on such 
occasions either satisfied with the " news of the day," or 
deriving more subptantial comfort frond a well-furnished 
bar, containing the juice of the grapes. of all climes, 
together with a little of the less flavored brandy and 
whiskey. On the western waters there are temperance 
boats, which furnish no such articles ; and it is more than 
probable that the progress of temperance will banish 
them also from on board the steamers of the Atlantic 
states. 

The public houses, with the exception of those in the 
large cities, are frequently owned by the proprietors of 
the road, or kept by persons interested in the steamboat 
or railroad companies, who contract for the conveyance 
of passengers. This ^dds much to the comfort and ex- 
pedition of travelling. Instead of being tormented by the 
officious offerings of an hundred cards, as is the case in 
Europe, an American traveller, on his arrival at a stop- 
ping place, is spared the trouble of inquiring for the best 
inn or hotel, by being at once carried to that which is 
prepared for his reception. Every thing there has its 
regular price ; so much for dinner, so much for supper, 
so much for the use of a room, &/C. ; so that it is easy to 
calculate, to the uttermost penny, the expenses of a journey 
of many hundred miles. No head waiter, waiter, chamber- 
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maid, porter, &c. arc; impeding his progress on the en- 
suing morning, by throwing themselves between his 
pocket and the boat or coach ; but, on the contrary, he 
finds, on rising, his luggage already conveyed to the 
starting-place, and the strictest injunctions given to the 
servants, not to make any demands on the passengers* 
The only money given to servants on such occasions, if 
about 6d. for cleaning boots and brushing clothes, and 
even this is lefl at the discretion of the traveller. A 
very different custom, however, prevails in the hotels of 
the large cities. Many of the servants there, being bred 
in Europe, expect at least, if they do not actually demand* 
certain remunerations for their services, besides the wages 
which they receive from their employers ; and in the 
city of New York, one is hardly welcome without them. 
But then they are not nearly as exorbitant as either in 
England or France, and depend, still, principally on the 
good will of the donor. 

The charges made in the hotels comprise generally 
board and lodging, and average from one dollar (45. 6d.) 
to two dollars and fiA:y cents {lis. Sd.) per day. In the 
country they are much lower ; good boarding and lodg- 
ing being obtained for three or four dollars {(torn 135. 6a. 
to ISa.) per week. In the interior and the western states 
the price of board and lodging is still less ; averaging 
from one dollar fiOy cents to two dollars per week, or 
about l5. Sd. per day. No wine, of course, is included in 
these prices ; but there are four ffood meals served every 
day, viz. breakfast, dinner, tea, and supper, at each of 
which a profusion of meat is brought on the table, and in 
many instances cider, beer, and even brandy are handed 
round, without any additional charge. 

The hotels in the large cities contain, besides the bar, ft 
ladies' and a gentlemen's drawing-room, a number of 
sitting and smoking rooms, for the gratuitous use of the 
boarders-TT-a news-room, and one or two large dininji^- 
rooms. These are alt elegantly fitted up, and supply, in 
a measure^ the want of private parlors, which are not 
easily obtained at an American hotel, and for which the 
charges are about as high, or higher in proportion, than 
in England. The table <fA6<e contains all the luxuries of 
the season, in the shape of viands, condiments and QaatEiA% 
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which are to be found in the roarket, dressed partly in 
the French and partly in the English fashion, together 
with the fruits of the country, and such supplements as 
are imported from Europe and India. In the summer a 
profusion of ice keeps water, hock and champaign in a 
state of delightful coolness, and becomes as indispensa^ 
ble an article of consumption as fuel is in winter, or^beef 
Itnd bread at every season of the year. Pinners served 
at private rooms, or served at particular hours, are, 
nearly as expensive as in London ; but are seldom called 
for by native Americans. Wine^ in general, and of all 
kinds, are good, but dear ; the best Madeira from three 
to ten and twelve dollars (13s. 6d, to 45s. and 545.) a 
bottle; hock from two to three dollars (9s. to 135. 6d,;) 
claret the same as hock, sherry from one dollar to two 
dollars and a half (4s. 6d, to 9s.,) and champaign from 
two to thiee dollars (9s. to 13s. 6c/.). Port is little drank 
in the United States. English porter or ale is generally 
50 cents or 2s. 6d, per bottle. 

The high price of wines in the American hotels is the 
more surprising, as claret and hock pay but a small duty, 
and may be procured at a wine-merchant's at about one 
half or one fourth the prices I have named. But then« 
every charge being low, the only chance of profit of an 
inn-keeper in the United States is on the wines, of which 
the Americans profess to be the best judges, and for 
which, therefore, they are required to pay in proportion 
to their knowledge; 

One of the peculiarities in the lives of Americans con* 
sists in the practice of boarding. Single and married 
men, and whole families, prefer this rqode of life, to 
taking lodgings by themselves, or going to the expense of 
housekeeping. Whatever inconvenience may be attached 
to this habit, it is, nevertheless, commendable on the score 
of economy, and, to a newly married couple, is the means 
of saving a number of servants. Many young men, who 
cannot afford renting a house, (which in America is very 
expensive,) are in this manner enabled to marry a little 
sooner than their means would otherwise allow them, 
and find, in their new state, an additional stimulus to in- 
dustry. Some of the boarding-houses are fashionable, 
and are kept by ladies of good families^ whose reduced 
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ctrcnmstances have compelled them to resort to this 
means of procuring an honest subsistence. An Ataeri^ 
can lady, whose husband dies without making a prpvision 
for her, or who is suddenly reduced to poverty by re- 
verses of fortune, finds a ready expedient in keeping 
a school, or a hoarding^houscy to extricate herself from 
the most urgent embarrassment. Moral and physici4 
aliment is sometimes extended by the same hands — ^in 
which case the establishment is termed a boarding-school. 

The accommodations in most boarding-houses are 
good, and there are some of them established on the plan 
of regular hotels. The price of board averages from <me 
half to two thirds of that of the regular inns, besides 
saving the enormous expense of wine, which either need 
not be called for, or is furnished at a much lower rate 
than, at taverns. Gentlemen may also drink their own 
wine — ^in which case little or no charge is made for 
corkage. V 

Good board for mechanics may be procured, in New 
York, or any other city on the Atlantic, at from two to 
three dollars per week, (95. to 13d. 6d.) and, in the inte- 
rior, it may be obtained still cheaper. The wages of a 
journeyman mechanic in those cities, average from oue 
dollar to two and even three dollars a day, (45. 6e{. to 9f» 
and 135. Od.) and are therefore oflen five or six times af 
high as their, living. A single day's labor is often suffir 
cient to support them a whole week, enabling them to 
save the earnings of the remaining days, or to employ 
them for other purposes. This, I believe, cannot be said 
of the same class of men in any other country — there 
being none in which the operatives are possessed of 
estates of three, four, and five bundred pounds, as in the 
United States. It explains also why the American opera- 
tives, with very few exceptions, have carried their points 
when they struck for higher wages. They could hold 
out longer without work than their employers could well 
•pare them. They possess property, and with it iim 
advantages of credit. . t 

Having thus enlarged on boarding-houses and tavern% 
I would willingly say a few words on those ezcelleot 
accommodations which the Americans, and especiaUv 

28* 
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the inhabitants of the southern states, offer so liberally to 
all strangers who feel disposed to accept them. I mean 
the good offices tendered by their hospitality^ The houses 
of the people in the northern and eastern states are not 
generally constructed for the reception of strangers, 
(although this is by no means ^ characteristic of their 
dwellings,)' and their kind feelings, therefore, confine 
themselves usually to invitations to dinners and parties ; 
but the house of every southerner contains a number of 
apartments, solely fitted up for the reception of guests ; 
and so rigid are they in performing the duties of hospi- 
tality, that, even on leaving their estates for the east or the 
north, they provide for the strangers whom chance may 
happen to bring under their roofs whilst they are absent. 

A traveller will always be. offered the use of a good 
room, an excellent larder^ and a well-stocked cellar, on 
the estate of a planter, whether the owner be at home or 
abroad. No letter of introduction is required for that 
purpose ; it is sufficient that the stranger should have the 
exterior and manners of a well^-bred man : it matters not 
from what country he comes, or what place he calls his 
home. A person may travel with his whole family and a 
numerous retinue, and will still be welcomed by his 
hospitable entertainers. This custom has made inns and 
taverns in the southern states almost useless ; and their 
accommodations, thereforej are much inferior to similar 
"establishments of the north. But a southern planter will 
be sorry if a traveller take lodgings at an inn, while his 
own plantation is near; and will oi\en wait on him in 
person, to invite him to the cheer of his house. 

Nor is it merely in the exte;)sion of hospitality, and, in 
general, in the friendly reception of strangers, that 
Americans evince the kindness of their dispositions. 
They are ready to assist foreigners with their counsel, 
with their influence, and, in many instances, with their 
Nfortunes. They are patient in their. explanations, inde- 
fatigable in their services, and, of all people in the world, 
the most ready to make allowances for national and 
individual peculiarities. I know no country where a 
well-educated foreigner could be so certain of an honor- 
sble reception, as in the United States, or where he would 
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SO soon be apt to make acquaintances and friends. He 
will not remain there long without forming some tie or 
attachment, and must be unfortunate indeed, if he cannot 
make it his home. Whatever be the motives of persons 
in visiting the United States, few will quit them without 
cherishing a grateful remembrance of their hospitable 
inhabitants. 



CHAPTER XI. 



THE SOUTHERN PLANTERS. THEIR RELATION TO THE IN- 
HABITANTS OF THE NORTH. — tSLAV^RTi 



^ The southern states of America have so tnaDj distinct 
' features, and their interests are, by Europeans, supposed 
to be so much opposed to those of the north, that an in- 
quiry into their peculiar situation,. and the feelings and 
sentiments of their inhabitants, cannot but be interesting 
,-^eyen to an English reader. The south and the north 
have, in all countries, been considered as natirral enemies 
to each other, and an apparent reconciliation between 
tfaem as resting on no permanent basis. With regard to 
the southern and northern states of America this natural 
enmity seems to be fostered and increased by the intro- 
duction of negro slavery, the life and existence of one, 
and the dread and horror of the other party. 

Slavery, in the northern states has been attacked with 
every weapon which morality, religion, politics, supersti- 
tion and revenge could forge ; whilst the inhabitants of 
the south have been defending themselves with the an- 
guish of despair, and that unanimity of sentiment, which 
a sense of their common danger inspires. The contest 
is still going on, and, in its ultimate consequences, is 
supposed to threaten the Union. There are those who 
prophecy an unavoidable dissolution of it in less than 
twenty years ; while others, in their zeal to anticipate 
ev;ents, will not suffer a delay of ten ; and there is a class 
of religious fanatics who would wish the crisis still nearer 
at band. They seem to have a peculiar predilection in 
llkrar of diree gTand diviaionB of lV\e\Iuit«d States, viz« 
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the north, the west, and the south, which, it seems, would 
best suit their conception of national grandeur. 

I do not confess myself converted by either of these 
doctrines ; but, on the contrary, maintain that the Union 
of the United States will last as long as their individual 
prosperity, the period of the decline of which, I trust, is, 
M this moment, beyond the power of human calculation,, 
I believe it as remote as the downfall of Great Britain, 
an event on which the continental politicians have specu- 
lated for more than tw'o centuries, without extricating 
themselves from the puzzle ; and which they supposed to 
be prepared by the national debt of England in the same 
manner as the American catastrophe, by the fatal influ- 
ence of the negroes. Contrary to their expectations, 
however, they have seen England's power increase, and 
every new page of her history proclaim her national 
renown;; while the military chieftain, who threatened her 
peace, was hurled from his proud elevation, with the same 
overwhelming fatality which had favored his ill-boding 
progress. The destinies of England seemed to be under 
the protection of a special providence, which strengthen- 
ed her leaders in the battle and the cabinet, as if the 
cause of humanity had been identified with that of her 
freedom. Nor was it otherwise. England was the 
avenger of Europe, as she is now the only protector of 
liberty in whose honor the nations may trust, possessing 
the will and the power to oppose the incursions of bar- 
barism. 

America is laboring in the same cause. She, too,* is 
wedded to freedom, notwithstanding the introduction of 
slavery, and the denunciations of bigoted partisans. But 
her freedom, her honor, her power, and her existence, are 
explicitly pledged in the Union. If this palladium of her 
liberty should once be lost or destroyed, peace would no 
longer dwell with her ; the different states would become 
mutual oppressors, and revive the history of Italy in the 
middle ages, with its horrors and bloodshed. Internal 
commerce would be burdened with onorous duties ; the 
mouths of rivers would be shut to the enterprise of mer* 
chants, and industry, in all its branches, groan under 
exorbitant taxes. The expenses of government would be 
multiplied in an hundred-fold ratio^ while tlie l&A.\3k«<QA^. 
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credit would die with the natipnal pledge. . Each state 
would have, to maintain its standing army ; for, the first 
division being made, the subdivisions. would follow, and 
create the instruments of tyranny. The lofty patriotism 
of Americans, which now embraces a world extending 
from one ocean to the other, would shrink into a local 
attachment; and their minds, now expanded with ideas 
of national progress, would contract into the sordid com- 
pass of unworthy prejudices. 

Thisse awful consequences of a separation of the Union 
are known to every American, and there is no offset to 
them in any tnost distant advantage which one or more 
individual states might hope to derive from it. I cannot 
be persuaded, therefore, that it will ever be in the power 
of any one man, or set of men, to induce the inhabitants 
of a particular district to secede from (revolt against) the 
Union, unless a case should occur in which it were physi- 
cally impossible for that district to cotpply with the rigor 
of the laws. In this case, the oppressed party would be 
reduced to thejnoui'nful alternative of choosing between 
immediate destruction, or a more remote, but not less 
certain death and ruin. But then it would not be the 
rebellious district, but the majority of Congress, which 
woiild have passed such unnatural laws, which would 
have infringed upon the social compact, and dissolved 
the Union theoretically, by whatever physical or moral 
force they might succeed in maintaining it. 

But, even in this case we, might suppose the majority, 
which is capable of enacting these laws sufficiently strong 
to enforce them, even to the total ruin of the injured 
party. For, unless that majority were overwhelming, 
redress might be hoped for, from a change of opinion, and 
the injury borne with patience ; or the law itself would 
have too little moral force to he executed vfith that rigor, 
which nothing but the consent of all parties could justify 
in a democratic republicr. ^ 

I know of no national question, capable of producing 
this effect, unless it be a controversy on the abolition of 
slavery, on which subject Congress has no more power 
to legislate than on any other belonging to the internal 
government of the states ; and from which, therefore, it 
must ever refrain, if the dissolution of the Union is not to 
efin at the capitoL 
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The question of the^ tariff does not bear the smallest 
resemblance to it ; for it was at least one in which all the 
states were interested, though, perhaps, not in the same 
equal proportion which a strict a()herence to justice might 
have rendered desirable. Few financial measures can 
operate alike on all states ; but the sympathy for the suf- 
fering party can^ on that occasion, never amount to a 
direct opposition to the law ; unless it were established 
that the power of repealing this law has been taken away 
from the ' people, and the hope thereby lost of obtaining 
legitimate redress. 

No such apprehensions were entertained with regard to 
the tariff of the United States ; and, on this account the 
conduct of South Carolina was generally condemned, 
though her grievances were readily redressed by the jus- 
tice and good sense of the nation. JVeither would the 
doctrine x>f nullification have spread in South Carolina 
itself, if the people in that state> had not unfortunately be- 
lieved that the law of the tariff was but the precursor of 
others still more oppressive, and intended to interfere 
with their slaves. The inhabitants of that state had, in 
this respect, previously suffered from the undue inter- 
ference of northerners,* and their feelings, therefore, 
were in a morbid state of excitement, which' required but 
little additional injury to burst into open indignation. 

If the south cot^ld be assured that the north would never 
interfere with their slaves, all fears of dissension would 
vanish; for there is not' one jingle subject capable of being 
brought before Congress which could operate so unequally 
oh the different states, or injure a portion of them beyond 
the possibility of redress, I do not believe the south witt 
ever secede froYn the Union, unless the north drive them 
away from it, which can hardly be their intention or 
policy. Such a campaign on the south can never become 
generally popular ; becatise it is as unprovoked as unjust, 
and could at best but distress the victors. It \yould be a 
war on the rights and privileges of others, without adding 
to the number of their own. 

But I have anticipated the subject, and will, no doubt, 
be considered as an advocate of the principle of slavery* 

* By itinerant preachers and pab^shers of incendiary ^Qi«xu^(£tfi^&. 
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Nothing, however, can be farther- from my thoughts. 
Slavery cannot be defended on philosophical or religious 
grounds ; but where it once Exists, is is but reasonable to 
look to the proper means by which it 4s to be abolished ; 
and not to choose those which, without advancing the 
moral condition of slaves, ruin and destroy their pro- 
prietors. The question admits of three distinct consid- 
erations, viz. the legal, the political, and the inoral. Let 
us begin with the legal one. ^ _ * 

The slaves in the southern states are the property of the 
planters, a kind of property which is not- transferable, 
except, amongst themselves, and which would be of no 
value to the inhabitants of the northern states. Whenth^ 
northern states emancipated their slaves, it was really be- 
cause the expense of maintaining them was greater than 
the profits obtained from their labor, and , because the 
same kind of work could be obtained as cheap, or cheap- 
er, by hiring the services of the whites. The negroes, 
moreover,' are the foundation of every other species of 
property in the southern states; for wit bout them, real 
estate would be of no value, as it is physically proved 
that neither the climate nor the soil will ever admit of the 
independent labor of the whites. . It is evident^ then, that 
if the negroes be emancipated, they must he retained to 
cultivate the plantations, and the proprietors obliged to 
hire them ; which amounts to paying interest on their own 
capital. This single point presents at once three formi- 
dable obstacles to the abolition of slavery. 

1. They constitute a species of property which the 
planters cannot dispose of for any valuable consideration, 
and which, therefore, must be paid for by the liberators, 
by means of voluntary contributions or taxations.* The 
amount of this property is immense, as it may be com- 
puted at more than half the value of all real estate in the 
United States — the southern land being, on account of its 
productions, and especially those of cotton and rice, more 
valuable than any other in the country. The capital in- 
vested in the growth of cotton alone, was estimated at 

* I have not yet heard of the amount which the abolitionists of the 
northern states have subscribed for this purpose j but feel quite certain 
it Mis yet short of £aO/)00,000 sterling. 
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eight hundred millions of dollars, or one hundred and sixty 
millions pounds sterling.* 

2dly. If the southern planters were deprived of their 
negroes, they would be entirely left without support. 
They cannot themselves cultivate the soil, on account of 
the climate ; neither could they in that case hire labor, 
unless the means of doing so were furnished them ; be- 
cause, by taking away their negroes, their property and 
their credit would at once be destroyed ; and they are 
neither by education nor habit prepared for any other 
occupation in life. 

3dly. It would be impossible for them to retain the free 
negroes on their estates, unless an exorbitant price be paid 
for their labor ; for they naturally prefer any other em- 
ployment, especially that of house servants, to field-labor 
in any^of the states. The cultivation of the soil they deem 
more irksome and tedious than almost any other human 
occupation ; and they would have the means of emigrating 
to the north. The planters, therefore, would be involved 
in additional loss ; because it would be impossible for 
them to produce cotton, rice, sugar, &c. as cheap as these 
articles are obtained in other parts of the world ; and they 
would not «ven be certain of producing them at f|^L| It 
would consequently be necessary to compel the negrSs to 
remain, which is equally impossible in an open country, 
and in states where the negroes are more numerous than 
the whites. 

Here we see at once the immense advantage of position 
which the British possessions in the West Indies enjoy 
over the southern states of America. The negroes cannot 
emigrate thence to other fertile countries and obtain a higher 
price for their labor ; and in case they should threaten to 
leave the plantations in a body, a military and naval force 
could more easily frustrate their designs on an island, 
than on the continent, where the states are only separated 
from one another by imaginary boundary lines. Thus, 
from the simple consideration of property, it appears that 
the abolition of slavery in the southern states of America 
would amount to a spoilation of the property of the plant- 

* Compare pages 277 and 278, Chapter X. 
29 
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er9i together with the exclusion of the means, by whicb 
property may be acquired. 

But this is not all. To understand the whole force of 
this argument we must inquire in wh^^ manner the south- 
ern planters became possessed of that property ; in what 
manner they have retained it, and what right the. inhabit- 
ants of other states haye» to make that property the sub- 
jecjt of .legislation. 

Slavery, we shall find, was almost forced upon the 
southern planters. Its introduction in , Virginia served 
to increase the commerce of the mother country by aug- 
nienting the produce of the colonies. A premium, there- 
fore, was held out to slave ships ; and the negroes, being 
once introduced into one state, the inhabitants of the 
others were obliged to imitate the example, if they wish- 
ed to make their plantations as productive as those of 
their neighbors.* The settlers who came after them and 
chose the southern states for their residence, proceeded 
thither in consideration of the prospects held out to them 
by the introduction of slaves. For, unless they had been 
promised the undisturbed possession of negroes, they 
might have invested their capital more pj^ofitably in the 
norAttp and western states, where they would h&ye been 
ablaHfoQrease it by their own kibor.t 

Imny settlements in the southern states were effected 
under the promise of slavery : it was a conditio sine qua 
non in the outset ; and now that their property is invested 
and bears interest, they are called upon to surrender it 
without being compensated for the loss ! 

The attempt to cultivate the southern soil without the 

* Previous to ihe revolutionary war, the assembly of North Carolina 
passed a law prohibiting the further importation oi slaves; but it was 
disallowed by England. 

t The climate of South Carolina is such, that, during the hot months 
of summer, the planters are obliged to retreat to the cities^ though these 
be infected with the yellow fever ; because the fever which rages in the 
country (on the plantations) is still more dreadful and fatal. At ihc 
commencement of the warm season, therefore, the wealthier planters 
travel to the north, while men of moderate fortunes retreat to tne cities 
or pine-barrens, which remain exempt from the epidemic. I hav6 
known wealthy planters who had made thirty or forty trips to the north 
(of 600 miles each) without feeling the inconvenience of their annual 
passage. 
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assistance of negro slaves, was made in the settlement 
of Georgia, but did not succeed, and the British govern- 
ment therefore was obliged to concede to that state also 
the right of introducing slaves. 

But what position did the soirthern states assume with 
regard to those of the north during the revolutionary war ? 
Did they not join the northern states on this condition, 
that the north should not interfere with their internal 
regulations of government ? Was the slave question not 
implicitly implied in this clause ^ Did the north not 
solemnly agree to this stipulation 1 — The southern states 
would never have joined the bold measure of Massachu- 
setts, if they had not been promised the undisturbed 
possession of their rights and privileges, which had been 
granted to them in their charter by the kings of Britain. 
They could not have been supposed to join the other 
states in an attempt to resist arbitrary taxation, and 
suffer themselves to be despoiled of their property by 
their own brethren ! Without the co-operation of the 
south, and especially that of Virginia, which at that tiitie 
was, with Massachusetts, the most powerful province of 
America, and subsequently produced the ablest statesmen \ 
to preside over the councils of the republic, it Udtkire 
than doubtful whether the northern states would^^Ve 
been able to withstand the power of England, and estab- 
lish an independent government. But it is highly proba- 
ble that if the south had remained faithful to the cause of 
the king, their rights and privileges would not soon have 
been taken away from them ; and if Parliament had 
o^reecf not to interfere with their internal regulations of 
government, it is not to be supposed that they would have 
been molested in the quiet possession of their property. 

The British provinces on the continent of America 
were always more independent of the mother country 
than the islands of the West Indies. Some states en- 
joyed almost sovereign power, and, with the exception of 
the Navigation Act, which prevented them ftonri tradinr 
directly with any other country but England, enjoyed aU .|^, 
the privileges of independent states. The southern states ^ 
were, at first, exempted from the heavy denunciations ^•■, 
which the British Parliament hurled against the rebellious 
province of Massachusetts, with a speciKl 'HXfeN^ Xck %^^^x^n»^: 
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the south from the north : even some of the ohnoxious 
taxes were repealed, and yet the south clung to the north 
with all the attachment of a sister, freely sacrificing her 
wealth and her children for the protection of the liberties 
of the Union. This was. done at the commencement of 
the struggle, and subsequently to the declaration of in- 
dependence. 

The inhabitants of the south had greater sacrifices to 
make during the revolutionary war than those of the north 
or east, and their position was far more precarious. The 
king's party in the southern states was powerful, and 
the horror of a civil war added to their resistance against 
Britain. Their coast, too, was more exposed and unde- 
fended, and their situation rendered double perilous by 
the proximity of the Indians, and their own slaves. If, 
at that time, the inhabitants of the south could have 
dreamt of an interference with the domestic institutions, 
they would assuredly have preferred remaining under the 
protection of England, to joining such dangerous friends 
^^ in America. But not the least symptom of such an in- 
K.* tention was manifested by the north. Congress was only 
to have the right of regulating commerce, declaring war 
or .|»t^cluding peace, raising troops for the national de- 
fen<A*of the country, and establishing a navy for the same 
purpose. The right of interfering with the internal regu- 
lations of the states was expressly denied to it, and con- 
sequently also the right of interfering with the slaves. 
This incapacity on the part of the general government to 
legislate on the subject of slavery has lately been corrobo- 
rated by a large majority of Congress, which, T trust, 
will postpone the question of arbitrary interference in- 
definitely, and destroy the hopes of the abolitionists. 

But I think the northern states have yet another duty 
to perform. They ought to imitate Congress in pro- 
nouncing their individual incapacity to interfere with the 
regulations of the south, and add to it an expression of 
public opinion on the unlawful interference of the aboli- 
^SL tionists wim the fundamental laws of the Union. Any 
^^r- attempt to cowpeZ the south to renounce the system of 
.aJW^ slavery, either by encouraging the slaves to oppos,e the 
■^ will of their masters, or obliging the latter to surrender 
,ij&beir rights to t^; will and pleasure of the majority of 
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the north, would be tantaraount to an assumption of 
sovereignty over the southern states, contrary to the 
original compact by which they are admitted as equal 
and independent. It would be a most violent usurpation 
of power and jurisdiction, incompatible with the federal 
constitution. It would be giving liberty to the negroes, 
by trampling on the rights of the whites ; or, which is 
the same, reducing the inhabitants of the aouth to subjects, 
by elevating their slaves to a sordid equality with the 
black servants of the north. The north would in this 
case be the aggressor ; not the south, who would but de- 
fend their own rights, and the principles of their original 
compact. 

The different states of the United States are as inde- 
pendent of one another, as any two sovereign powers in 
Europe ; and tihe norths therefore, has no more rigj^to 
interfere with the laws of the south, than England haf Ho 
demand of France the emancipation of her colonial 
slaves, because the government of Britain has emanci- 
pated the negroes in the West Indies. r' 

On the question of abstract right, therefore, the pre-.<|| 
tensions of the abolitionists are ill-founded. Historical '3 
origin, acquired and paid for privileges, and the most - 
solemn obligations of contract are on the side of the 
planters, while nothing but ideal justice, without the least 
regard to the means by which that justice is to be obtain- 
ed, seems to secojnd the views of the former. An exten- 
sion of franchise to the negroes effected by such means 
as the abolitionists propose, would be slavery to the 
white inhabitants of the south, and only serve to redress 
a theoretical wrong, which is scarcely felt by the injured 
party, by the most flagrant injustice to those, who know 
and are jealous of their rights. 

I am fully aware there are those whose motto is " rea- 
son is older than law,^^ and who maintain that no right can 
be acquired, unless it be founded on justice, even if an 
hundred generations should have had possession of it, 
and abused it to the prejudice of others. 'QK this objec- 
tion, which is purely philosophical and not legal, I would 
only remark that abstract reason never founded or pre-^ *; 
served a state, and that according to this motto the very 
institution of government is an act oLphilosonhical ^vij^b. 

29» ^^^ ^^ti 
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justice. Do not the individuals who unite to form a state 
make a contract in which they bind their posterity? 
Have they a philosophical right to do so 1 Do they not 
relinquish certain rights which belong to them as men, in 
order to give power to the abstract person which they 
call the state or the government? — Do they not often 
sacrifice -their own individual prosperity to that abstract 
person ?-— And are not these sacrifices unequal when 
compared to the benefits which accrue from them to the 
different members of society T Is not a state itself a 
surrogate for reason, established to act as a mediator be- 
tween absolute, philosophical right, and the means by 
which that right is to be secured ? 

Whenever a question of abstract justice arises, the 
sequel, by what means can it be obtained ? must follow ; 
t^^gh I atn willing to admit, that the best state or gov- 
ol^^ent is that which possesses the best means of obtain- 
ing philosophical justice. In the variation and adaptation 
of these means, consist the different changes of govern- 
ment: the philosophical rights of men are always the 
g^ eajne and invariable, and must remain so to the end of 
i^^. time. 

From the very definition of a state, then, it follows that 
mere philosophical justice must ,be sacrificed, when the 
government lacks the means of administering it ; or when 
the means devised for that purpose are in direct opposi- 
tion to other rights still more precious, and clearly estab- 
lished. No right can grow from an absolute wrong, and 
the act which claims to be just must not be accomplished 
by injustice. 

Neither is the question of slavery, as it now stands in 
the United States, one of philosophical justice between the 
north and the south; but simply one of contract. I do not 
pretend that the southern states have not themselves the 
right of abolishing slavery, whenever they shall have 
found the means of performing this act of humanity ; it 
will even he their duty to do so as soon as it can be ac- 
complished IR^itliout destroying the government itself;— 
for it would be absurd to sacrifice the government to one 
-rf^jjl of the purposes of government : — but with regard to the 
■' north, it is a morbid sensation of wrong, which they 
^^emselves do not^suffer, and from which they have no 



'S 



•N 



ON SLAVERY. ^4d 

right to seek relief, because they have solemnly agreed 
not to interfere with it. They have received a valuable 
consideration for that agreement, in. all the sacrifices 
which the south has made to the north ; and after having 
accepted these, it would be a breach of trust, honesty, 
and good faith, to, infringe ou the conditions of the 
compact. 

The government of the United States was not instituted 
to redress individual wrongs, but for the purpose of pro- 
curing justice for the nation, and defending her against 
a common antagonist. The different states which were 
parties to that compact, did not consider it necessary, for 
the safety of the community, to surrender their sovereign- 
ty, and have, therefore, only made such concessions to 
the government of the confederacy, as they deen^ed 
necessary to effect a strong and permanent Union, ^jfibe 
administration of justice was expressly reserved tOT^pF 
states, except with regard to offences committed against 
the laws of Congress; and they were treated as indepen- 
dent, by the head of the general government. Every 
new state which has since been admitted into the Union, 
was admitted as an Independent state, with the same 
indisputable title to their own domestic government, — the 
privilege of enacting laws for the regulation of property, 
and the administration of justice. Now, if the United 
States do not possess, and never did possess, the right of 
interfering with the internal policy of the south, what 
right has any one state of that Union to infringe upon the 
strictest neutrality ? In case of interference, the northern 
states would not claim justice, but assume the judge's 
seat, and deal it out at their pleasure. ^ And in what 
cause ? In one in which they have not been appealed to ; 
in which no complaint is made to them, and in which 
they themselves are the offenders, and hasten the com* 
mission of the crime. 

The case does not bear the slightest resemblance to 
the peculiar circumstances of any European nation. It 
is indeed one without a parallel in history, and to which 
it would be absurd to apply any modern or ancient prece* 
dents. There never existed a government similar to that 
of the United States ; nor was slavery, on the principle 
of the southern states, ever introduced in any coanU^^ 
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Th« American slaves b^ong to a different race, a dif- 
ferent continent, and a different clime. They have no 
community of sentiment, attachment or hahit, with the 
other inhabitants of the country. Their physical and 
moral conformation are different from that of the whites, 
and there exists- a natural (instinctive) dislike between 
the two races, which will forever prevent their uniting 
into one and the same family. In short, there is -not a 
principle of liberty in any part of the world, which, in its 
application to negro slaves, would not have to be consid- 
erably modified in order to produce results, in the least 
degree similar to those which are anticipated from its 
application to the condition of other men. 
;^^ So far, I have spoken only of the legal considerations 

which forbid the interference of the north with the system 
[lavery to the south : let us now consider the matter in 
political bearings. Let us inquire what influence the 
emancipation of the slaves would have on the tranquillity, 
prosperity, and final progress of the whites ? — and what 
results it would produce with regard to the condition of 
the negroes 1 

It. has often been remarked that America is the only 
country which is yet tainted with slavery, while even the 
Xnosi absolute powers of Europe condemn it, as contrary 
to the laws of God and humanity. There are republicans, 
they add, more unjust to their fellow-beings than any 
monarch ever was to his subjects, or any aristocracy to 
the common people. 

However plausible this argument may at first appear, 
there is not a shadow of truth or substance in it. For 
the northern powers of Europe, who would give liberty 
to the negroes, would only elevate them to an equality 
with their subjects, who are themselves slaves ; and the 
aristocracy of Europe never dreamed of feeding and 
clothing the people, in order to lay claims to their labor. 
The lower classes of many countries in Europe are so 
overburdened with taxes, that they are compelled to 
commit their bodies to the most painful hardships in 
order to procure a subsistence ; and are not less laboring 
for the comfort and convenience of the higher classes, 
than the slaves for their masters in America ; with this 
^;rqeption perhaps, that when they grow old and decrepit. 
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they arc not provided for by their rich employers, as the 
negroes by the American planters ; and their children 
are equally exposed to famine. As regards the freemen 
to the north of Europe, they belong, body and property, 
to their respective sovereigns, who may tax them, or 
command their lives as they think fit, and compel them 
to serve as soldiers, while their wives and children may 
beg their bread on the high roads.* Is there no cruelty 
iu separating a poor husbandman from his hous,e and 
home, and letting his family iitarve, in order to lead him 
to the slaughter ? The affecting scenes of such depar- 
tures, for the martial glories of the camp, are neverthe- 
less well worth being compared to similar barbarities in 
the southern states of America; only that the Americans •jt 
fight their own battles, and employ their negroes exclu- 
sively for domestic and peaceable purposes. 

There is no moral freedom in a country in which the 
people are only the tool of the higher classes, or so taxed 
as to be scarcely able to procure what is necessary for 
their physical support. The man who has been laboring 
all day, and, after his scanty repast, turns wearied to 
his wretched bed, is not apt to dream of liberty. Let his 
political condition be what it may, he remains the slave 
of his body, the cravings of which will ever overpower 
his reason. Liberty, in order to be prized, must be join- 
ed to the possession of property, or, at least, to a reason- 
able chance of its acqiiisition ; and unless this hope can 
be held out to the negroes, it is more than doubtful 
whether emancipation would improve their condition. 

In none of the states, where the negroes have been 
emancipated, have they been able ta rise abovie the con- 
dition of inferior servants ; in none have they thus far 
acquired respectability or property .f I will not, now, 
enter upon the causes of this result, but merely state it 
as a fact, which, whatever may be the reason, is never- 

* I have known Prussian and Austrian invalids, who were permitted 
to beg, in consideration of the services they had rendered to their re- 
spective countries; and in order the better to succeed in their new 
vocation, the Austrians were presented with hand-organs. 

t If, in a very few instances, negroes have acquired moderate proper- 
ty, their case is rather an exception to the rule, — hundreds of them be- 
ing hardly able to procure situations as under-servants. 
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theless general throtigbout, and therefore deserving of 
■the most serious consideration. The physical condition 
of the liberated negroes of the northern states, is by far 
worse than that of the southern slaves ; and thby are con- 
sequently much more exposed to the commission of criih^s 
and the punishment of the law, than any other class of 
human beings in America. Whether under these circum- 
stances their moral advantages are increased, is still more 
-doubtful; for without the means of making themselves 
respected or respecting themselves, they cannot value 
either morality or virtue, and are, in most cases, at a loss 
how to define either one or the other. 

Let us now consider the circumstances under which the 
negroes were emancipated in the northern states of 
America, and lately, in the British West Indies, and com- 
pare them to those in which the southern planters are 
placed, in order to see what analogies there exist between 
them. 

The northern states, as I have said before, perceived 
that the evils of slavery overbalanced, by fur, the advan- 
tages which they derived from it; and became greater ia 
^proportion as the latter were on the decline. In every 
state where slavery is introduced, the increase of the white 
population is proportionably less, but that of the blacks, 
greater than in a free stiate. The slaves are better fed, 
better clothed, and have fewer cares than the free ne- 
groes, who, in the northern states, are daily diminishing, 
and must, in course of time, become entirely extinct. In 
a colony it matters little whether the white population in- 
creases or not. As long as it is small, property will not 
suffer subdivision ; and the planters, on acquiring a for- 
tune, may return to their own country to enjoy it. But 
the case is altered when that colony becomes an indepen- 
dent state, in which every citizen has a permanent resi- 
dence and a home. It then becomes necessary to con- 
sider the lasting advantages of the country, and among 
these will be found but few accruing from slavery. 

In the first place, slavery is a severe tax on the plant- 
ers, which none but the richest can pay, and for which 
no other produce save that of the southern climes will 
make an adequate return. The owner of slaves has to 
support them before they are able to work ; he has to 
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comfort them in sickness, and has to provide for them in 
old age. He is subject to great losses by deaths and dis- 
eases, and, by his own interests, invited to spare their 
health and abilities. A farmer in a free state only pays, 
for the labor he receives, and, what is still better, can make 
his own labor available* He neither supports children 
nor old men ; and, in case of illness, provides himself with 
other servants. 

Again, slavery^introduces a strong physical, force into 
the state, which requires supervision, and cannot be en- 
trusted to any but the masters themselves. But this is 
not all. Slavery either enhances the price of white labor, 
or excludes it entirely from the soil. It therefore checks 
all manner of trade, and confines even commerce to the 
exportation of produce, and the importation of such arti- 
cles as are actually required for consumption. For the 
same reason it checks the progress of manufactures and 
every other species of industry, which advances the pros- 
perity of a state. Slavery, therefore, was an impediment 
to the progress of the northern states,' and they felt it as 
such,^ especially the laboring classes. What therefore 
could have been more natural, than for them to devise a 
means, to remove so great an obstacle to their individual 
and national advancement. Not only was slavery a bur- 
then to them ; but they could abandon it without any of 
those difficulties which would accompany emancipation 
in the southern states. The work which was done by 
their slaves, they knew would be readily performed by- 
poor emigrants from Germany and Ireland, at a less cost 
than the negroes, and the climate admitted of their per- 
sonal exertion in trade and commerce. Property, instead 
of being principally confined to real estate, must take a 
thousand different channels, and enrich every class of 
society. They could hope to subdivide estates without 
diminishing their relative value. This cannot be done in. 
the south. An estate with ten negroes is not worth one 
tenth of one with an hundred slaves; and a further di- 
vision would entirely destroy its value. The expenses of 
a large southern estate ar.e nearly the same as those of a 
small one ; but the profits on the latter are hardly suffi- 
cient to cover them. In the northern states, on the con- 
trary, large estates are seldom aa productW^ ^% %\ca^ 
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ones, which the proprietor can oversee and cultivate with 
little assistance. . 

All these circumstances were in favor of independent 
labor: the north had every reason to hope that labot 
would be hired cheaper than they were able to purchase it; 
and the climate itself was unfavorable to the constitution 
of the negroes. The negroes were too precarious a prop- 
erty, and required too constant an attention to be kept 
with profit or safety. I do not mean to say that morality 
and religion had not their due influence in persuading the 
minds of the people; but it is but reasonable to suppose, 
that even the sacred commandments of God are less apt 
to be resisted when they agree with the interests of men. 

The southern states are very differently circumstanced. 
The produce of their soil enables them to pay for their 
slaves, and more than compensates for the losses by mor- 
tality and disease. If they surrender their slaves, no 
European emigrants will fill their places ; because the 
climate of the south is fatal to the constitutions of the 
whites, especially as regards field-labor ; but agrees with 
the conformation of the negroes. The south, therefore, 
can never compete with the north in any species of free 
labor, and is, consequently, obliged to derive its wealth 
from the soil. If the negroes were free, they would be a 
set of privileged workmen ; because they alone would be 
capable of cultivating the soil. The southern planters 
would be obliged to pay a higher price for their labor ; 
they would no longer be able to extend or diminish their 
operations at pleasure, and, at the same time, would be 
prevented, at home, from investing their money in some 
other business. The negroes would become powerful, 
while their masters would become poor ; and were they 
as economical, enterprising, and sagacious as the whites, 
could not fail finally to possess themselves of the estates, 
and drive the whites from the country. 

The situation of the planters in the West India islands 
is much more analogous to that of the inhabitants of the 
southern states of America. Soil and climate are alike 
favoring the natives of Africa, while they breed death and 
diseases amongst the whites. It is, I believe, generally 
admitted that without the assistance of negroes, it would 
be impossible for the proprietors to live there ; nor could 
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they personally cultivate their estates. They are depen- 
dent for manufactures on other countries; and their active 
commerce is confined to the exportation of their produce. 
But the West India islands do not form so many inde- 
pendent states entrusted with their own governments. 
They possess no elective franchise on the principle of that 
introduced in the United States, which gives the whole 
power to the people, and are, therefore, not injured in 
their political. rights by the emancipation of their slaves. 
They do not entirely depend for safety on their oxon rC" 
sources ; but are protected by a powerful army and navy, 
the expenses of which are defrayed by the government of 
another country ; and, being islands, are, more easily pro- 
tected than the scattered inhabitants of a vast continent. 
They have not the same attachment to the soil, and con- 
sider it not as their home. They are the subjects of Great 
Britain, and look on their estates as a merchant on his 
stock in trade. They possess no sovereignty which is 
compromised by the manumission of their slaves; but are 
provinces of a mighty empire, which stands pledged to 
protect their lives and properties. 

Neither had they any direct influence on the govern- 
ment of that empire, as the southern states of America 
have upon the deliberations of Congress, and were, there- 
fore, neither answerable for the errors of that government, 
nor apprehensive of giving to the negroes the -power of 
making laws for the benefit or ruin of the country. They 
liad less to lose, less to fear, and lei^s to answer for. They 
were obliged to accept a measure which they themselves 
never proposed, and may, in consequence, lose their 
property, but not their country. 

Neither is it at all probable that the West India pro- 
prietors would have accepted the measure, if it had not 
been forced upon them by the Parliament of England. 
Those who are obliged to live with the negroes, have, 
naturally, greater prejudices against them, than the phi- 
lanthropist who respects in them the abstract dignity of 
man. The dangers of life and property, to which a pro- 
prietor is exposed, are not apt to influence a legislator at 
a distance of three or four thousand miles from the scene; 
but they have a most powerful effect on those who are 
immediately exposed to them. The experiment ia V^^^ 
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just being tried ; and the result, thus fi^r, is not so inviting 
to the southern planters of America, as is represented 
generally to the British public. 

• . But there is yet another question which I would pro- 
pose to English philanthropists. Would they have been 
as ready to exert themselves for the emancipation of the 
negroes, if the latter had been mixed with the population 
of England^ or if their number had surpassed that of the 
native subjects of Britain ? The population of England 
is now above fourteen millions. Suppose eight or nine 
millions of these were negroes, or a race of beings whose 
whole civilization is thus far propt on that of other 
countries, and whose independent advancement in the 
arts and sciences is wholly problematic ; — suppose, I say, 
it were known that they are possessed of strong animal 
passions and propensities, naturally repugnant to the 
English ; would they have been willing to arm these eight 
or nine millions, and give them ihe same rights and privi- 
leges which they themselves possess, or the same share in 
the government of their country, even after a certain lapse 
of years, when the least misuse of that power would lead 
them to inevitable destruction 7 Why are there those who 
would not grant these rights to the Irish ? a .people be- 
longing to the same human family, capable of the same 
feeling, and possessed of those admirable qualities of mind 
which produced a Wellington, a Burke, a Sheridan, or an 
O'Connell! 

. The negro population of the United States may now 
amount to about two millions five hundred thousand, and 
it is in many of the slave-holding states more numerous 
than that of the whites. These states do not contain a 
single fortified place, capable of withstanding a siege ; 
they do not even contain a town surrounded by a moat or 
a wall, and no garrison or detachment of a standing 
army, to protect them in case of a revolt. They could 
not even avail themselves of the strength arising from 
congregation. Their habitations are scattered over a wide 
surface of land, and their families are surrounded by ne- 
groes. A man's wife and children might be murdered, 
and his home be a prey to the flames, before tidings could 
reach his next neighbor, or before measures could be con- 
certed fur the preservation of the lives of the whites. 
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The army of the United States conskts scarcelj of 
seven thousand men, including officers and privates, 
scattered over the forts and seaports of the country. 
Their whole number, therefore, would not be sufficient to 
quell a negro insurrection in any of the southern states ; 
and until the militia could assemble, one half of them 
might be put to the sword. 

Such is the position of the southern planter in the 
United States. He has not the means of defending him-: 
self against a possible attack of the negroes, yet he is 
desired to make them free and arm them : he has no 
property except that which is invested in negroes, yet he 
is desired to surrender it, and then to protect his country ; 
he is incapacitated for every other human employment, 
and yet he is to be molested in the possession of his 
estate, and taxed for the support of the government. No 
compensation is offered for his losses ; no additional 
means provided for his personal safety ; no citadels built 
for the protection of his wife and children. 

But he is supposed to do more. He is to grant to the 
negroes the right of suffrage ; for, unless he did so, his 
negroes would still be slaves- — though, of course, less 
obedient and manageable slaves. He is then to surrender 
to them the power of legislation ; for they compose in 
many states a majority, and would, therefore, be able to 
carry whatever measure they might' choose to propose. 
Thus all that man holds most sacred, life, property, jus- 
tice, and the law itself, would be placed at the mercy of 
the negroes, in order to favor an experiment, which in 
case of a fatal issue, would engulph the happiness of 
millions ! 

A law for the emancipation of the negroes in the 
United States is not like any other law, which may be 
repealed, whenever it is found to produce mischief. It is 
a die which is cast forever ; for the power once departed 
from the whites, could not be made to return thither, 
without the horrors of a war, and the total extinction of 
the black race in the southern states of America. 

And what influence would the liberation of the slaves 
have upon the councils of the nation ? At the present 
moment the southern states are strongly connected and 
allied to one another by their common interest in slavery, 
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find by tbe necessity of a common defence against a 
passible ipterference witb their domestic arrangements 
on tbe part of th« northern states. -If their negroes were 
einancipated, this common interest would, in a great 
measure, be destroyed. The southern states could not 
assist each other in case of a rebeUion ; because each of 
them would in this case be too much occupied at home : 
they would have to make their peace with the inhabitants 
of the north, and implore or purchase their protection. 

The southern states would bcicome rivals of each other ; 
because, labor being free, and the negroes th« only per- 
sons to perform it, the latter would be apt to give the 
preference to some particular states, and bent upon de- 
serting the others. The southern influence in Congress 
would be wholly destroyed; for, not only would the 
states be divided amongst themselves, but each state 
•gain between the whites and the negroes. There would 
be no power to check or direct the passions of their 
emancipated slaves, as their superior numbers would 
make them the ^ legislators of the country. Thus the 
physical, moral, and political existence is threatened bj 
toe abolition of slavery ; and it is therefore but pradeooe 
and duty to pause and reflect, before hazarding so great 
an experiment. 

I do not pretend to describe the situation of the West 
India planters ; but it can scarcely be doubted that their 
prosperity is on the decline. The emancipation of ne- 
groes may precipitate events, and must at least, for a 
time, render the position of the proprietors precarious. 
The white and black races can never be made to amalga- 
mate, and where they exist mutually independent on one 
another, must always assume an attitude more or less 
hostile to each other's interests. The physical power is 
on the side of the Africans — ^the moral strength will al- 
ways rest with the whites. The climate of the West 
Indies does not favor the increase of the latter, and de- 
stroys even their moral energies. There is a point be- 
yond which intellect cannot triumph over physical obsta- 
cles, and there may be a time in the future history of the 
British West Indies, when the small number of whites, 
supported even by the presence of a powerful navy, will 
pot be able to overcome the onslaught of the multiplied 
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negroes, who, for aught I know, maj be destined to be- 
come masters of the country. Let the feud be once 
began, and the proprietors must quit their plantations; 
for it is only in the garrisoned towns, where they may 
hope for protection and safety. 

The power of intellect in repelling barbarous masses 
consists in the discipline of numbers, and in that peculiar 
elevation to which men are raised by their mutual influ- 
ence on one another. This superiority, which the white 
race has always enjoyed over all others, cannot avail 
them individually, and especially not on their plantations, 
where physical force must decide. Once driven thence, 
their combats in the field would not profit them. They 
cannot have a force in every direction, and it would be 
the negroes who would fight for their homes ; while the 
planters would, in a measure, become the invaders. 
They might visit the transgressions of the negroes oh 
their heads ; but they could never return to their plantar 
tions, and trust in the good faith of the conquered*. 
Whatever might be the issue of such a war, its ultimate 
consequences must be the desertion of the colony by aU 
who hold real estates. Without negroes they could not 
be cultivated ; and their presence would be dangerous to 
the planters. A wise government may delay the com- 
mencement of hostilities ; but it is difficult to foresee by 
what means their occurrence is to be rendered impossi- 
ble ; and until that security is obtained, the West India 
planters must sleep, with the sword of Damocles over 
their heads. 

But in case of a war between the blacks and the whites, 
the southern planters of America would be in a still more 
deplorable con<Htion. They could not even escape from 
their negroes, and seek the protection of the seaports; 
Whither could the inhabitants of Tennessee, Alabama, 
and Missouri flee for assistance ? Whichever way they 
would turn, they would again meet their enemies. Their 
only salvation would be to stand and fight the unequal 
battle, let the consequences be what they may. Suppose 
they should conquer, would their foes not again increase 
and threaten them with a similar war ? Can there be 
any hope of permanent peace between two so unequdi 
parties ? The negroes in the southern states inerease 
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faster than the whites. To whatever number^ therefore, 
they might be reduced by a war, they would again become 
more numerous than the whites ; and then th^ battle 
would renew. It is only by an immense moral supe- 
riority of the whites, that the blacks are kept in subjec- 
tion, or suffered to increase without disturbing the peace 
of the country. Any material change in their present 
position would make them assume an attitude hostile to 
the whites, and sow the. seeds of discord. The negroes 
would have all to win, the planters all to loose, while the 
battle-field would be nearly one half of the United States. 
It would be a war in fury unequalled in history ; for the 
hatred of the two races would sanction every species of 
cruelty, and drown the voice of humanity in a desperate 
struggle for existence. No quarter would^ none could 
be given^ consistent with the principle of safety ; neither 
Gould peace be established except by the total extermina- 
tion of one of the belligerent parties. 
• Let us now consider the moral and philosophical mferits 
of the question. There is something so revolting to the 
i^ind, in the very idea of slavery, that I can easily con- 
ceive why Europeans generally should be so averse to 
the doctrine. No man has a right to consider his fellow- 
being as his property, and to dispose of him according' 
to his pleasure. The first perpetration of such a crime 
degrades both the slave and the master, and is equally 
injurious to both. The master becomes dependent on 
the slave, as much as the slave on his master, whatever 
be the power which the latter may exercise over the 
former. It is apt to lessen the feelings of ^ humanity in 
the oppressors, and to fill the slaves with the most fiendly 
passions of revenge against their unnatural extortioners. 
The slave must either rise in resistance, or become so 
abjectly destitute of feeling as to be unworthy of protec- 
tion or pity. 

These are truths admitted as axioms by ^11 men. It 
Remains for us only, to give the definition of slavery. If 
we define it as an abuse of power, in one man, and a 
forced submission to that power in the other, we shall 
find that it exists in almostevery part of the world; though 
it is disguised in a variety of shapes, and often in the 
form of justice. We must, therefore, seek for a more 
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narrow definition, perhaps in these terms : ** Slavery con- 
sists in reducing or retaining those, who would otherwise 
be our equals, in a state of servitude, by means of abso- 
lute force." I have added *' absolutCj^^ because the idea 
of violence is most revolting to our feelings. We would 
hardly commiserate a slave, who should have voluntarily 
submitted his person to the will and pleasure of another^ 
in order to obtain a^ subsistence. But even this defini- 
tion does not apply to the negroes. It remains to be 
proved that the African negroes are equal to the whites ; 
and that in forming part of the same state, in any other 
condition, they would not be subjected to the will and 
pleasure of the latter. If it could be made out that the 
negroes are naturally inferior to the whites, or incapable 
of enjoying the same rights and privileges without en- 
dangering the safety of moral and political institutions ; 
if it could be established that their physical passions are 
greater, and their judgment and understanding moro 
limited than those of the white race, then these facts 
would, at least, contain an apology for retaining the 
negroes in bondage ; though it would not establish a right 
to abuse their inferior capacities. 

When I speak of slavery, I speak of what exists, and 
not of the principle which established it. The first in- 
troduction of slavery, I consider as an act of abomina- 
tion, which, in its fatal retribution, had retarded the 
Srogress of the white race wherever it was admitted, 
lut the states which are now burdened with it, must 
naturally adopt a different method of reasoning. They 
must start from given premises^ and not from general 
principles. They must apply their philosophy to a par* 
ticular case, not to humanity in general. 

It is very certain that the negroes would n6t have left 
Africa, if they had not been carried away in European 
vessels ; and it is equally certain that they would not 
have been introduced into America, if they had not been 
brought thither to be sold. They have since increased 
in numbers, and become naturalised on the American 
soil. They have had the means of acquiring a certain 
degree of civilization, and have, in tbeir intercourse with 
the whites, assumed a particular character. This char- 
acter, in it« relation to the original Africaik^ qxl^ v^ ^"^fi^ 
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of the American people, we must now consider, in order 
to pronounce on the claims of the blacks to a philosoph- 
ical equality with the whites. But before I proceed 
further, I must state that I write this as a German, and 
not as an American partisan ; as a perspn whose educa- 
tion made him detest slavery in all its various 'ramifica- 
tions, whether the slaves were black or white ; and as one 
who has no further interest at stake than that which is 
identified with truth. I have lived in several -slave-hold- 
ing states, in North and South America, and have had an 
opportunity of impartial observation. I never held any 
property in the least connected with slavery, and was a 
stranger to the inhabitants of those countries. 

I must then give it as my honest conviction/ that the 
negroes are an inferior human race, and no/ capable of 
enjoying, without excess, the same degree of freedom as 
Americans. In order not to be misunderstood, — as the 
latter clause will hold of the people of many other coua- 
tries,~^I will add, that I think the negroes wholly unin- 
clined to, and entirely incapacitated for, living in a state 
of society similar to that of the whites ; and that, t^ ^ibjf. 
were capable of forming such a state of society^-they toindd 
not form it while surrounded bt the whites. 

With regard to the mental inferiority of the negroes,- 
the argument may be divided into an examination of the* 
reasoning of those who pretend that they are equal to 
the whites, but only backward in education, and a proper 
illustration of facts, calculated to establish the propo- 
sition. 

Those who take it for granted that the negroes have 
the same capacities as the whites, belong generally to a 
set of philosophers accustomed to reason a priori; in 
whose minds the idea of humanity is so abstract and ex- 
alted, that they cannot apply it to any particular race, 
without bestowing on it its inestimable attributes. •• They 
are men," they say, ** why should they not be possessed 
of the same qualities as men ? " In vain will any one 
plead the difference in color, conformation of limbs, and 
especially the different formation of the skull. ** They 
possess the main physical characteristics," they will re- 
ply, and ** therefore the principal qualities of the mind.'' 
But the argument is exactly the reverse. They have ver j 
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marked distinctions from any other race of men; and 
where nature points out a physical disproportion, we 
Qiay in all cases safely conclude that a moral one corres- 
ponds to it. 

And how does history support their arguments ? AU 
other people have either themselves laid the foundatioa 
of their civilization, or, of their own free will, imitated 
the refinements of others. The negroes have been known 
to the remotest people of antiquity, but always in the 
same state in which we know them now, though they 
have had commercial intercourse with foreign nations, 
and visited, in part, other countries. What- are their 
manners and customs now ? The same as two thousand 
years ago. It is usual for a people to express their 
natural inclinations in their favorite amusements, among 
which the national dance occupies the foremost rank. 
The Scotch dance is expressive of strong martial incli- 
nations ; the German waltz bears the strongest character- 
istic of the peculiar frankness and gaiety of the Germans; 
the French quadrille expresses the desire of pleasing by 
graceful attitudes ; the fandango is indicative of unre- 
j&aincd passion ; but the original negro-dance is Stamped 
with the marks of brutal sensuality. So are their or* 
naments. Those of the bodies consist chiefly of the 
entrails of animals ; those of the interior of their houses^ 
of ordure. 

The same brutality they evince in their worship. 
Their idols are the most hideous, and their adoration the 
most ferocious of any people with which we are acquaint** 
ed; and they are almost entirely destitute of that noble 
virtue of barbarous nations, for the sake of which we 
willingly pardon a number of other faults — bravery. 
Compare the negroes to the American Indians. The 
former with his frightful gods and base cowardice — the 
latter with his sublime belief in the ** Great Spirit," and 
his utter contempt for human sufferingis and death. The 
eloqtience and poetry of the Indians^and the dullness and 
want of imagination, of the negroes. And yet there are 
few persons, who have had an opportunity of observing 
the Indian character, would believe the **red men" 
capable of the same degree of civilization as the whites ; 
and the experience of two centuries seems to warrant \bv% 



S68 PHILOSOPHICAL CONSIDERATIONB 

ungenerous belief. What then are we to think of the 
moral perfectibility of the negroes, who are avowedly 
inferior to the Indians 1 The civilization of which the 
negroes are reputed to be possessed, they have not ac- 
quired of their own accord ; it has been forced upon 
them, and is, thus far, only upheld and nourished by the 
whites. 

Herein consists another distinction between them and 
the Indians. It is from their feebleness, and because 
they have no character of their o»wn, that they are willing 
to ape the arts of civilization. The Indian is too proud 
to imitate the white man; he is too ardent a lover of 
liberty — the child" of the American forests — to submit to 
American legislation. 

Hamlton observes, in his work, that he witnessed an 
exhibition of negro boys at a school for black children' in 
^ew York. In his opinion, they answered questions in 

feography "which would have puzzled himself." 'This, 
doubt not, was as the learned author says. But. then 
geography is a mere matter of memory, which is no dis- 
tinct faculty of the mind, and of which inferior intellectA 
are sometimes possessed in a very supcriur iltigree. Mr. 
Hamilton further states, that the teacher informed hini 
of the precocity of his pupils, in acquiring most elemen- 
tary branches of a common school education at an earlier 
period than white children. This was the assurance of 
a black teacher, referring, probably, to spelling or read- 
ing. But when did we hear of negroes cultivating the 
arts and sciences ; though there are persons of color in 
the United States, possessed of considerable property ? 
What is the system of schools introduced by the free, 
independent negroes in St. Domingo 1 What progress 
have they made in any of the arts ? The Indians of 
Amertca had their own languages, some of which are 
highly flexible and sonorous ;* negro civilization has not 
even a tongue for its basis, as a rallying point for the 
arts. A French negro is a mutilated Frenchman ; an 
English, a caricature of an Englishman ; the Spanish, a 

*See Zeisberger's Grammar of the Delaware Ind^oi Language, 
translated into English by Mr, Duponceau of the Academy of Sciences 
in Piujadelphia. 
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bad copy of his indifferent original : wbererer the negroes 
went, they have only been copyists of the other races ; 
but the American negro has certainly been any thing but 
a successful imitator of his shrewd, sagacious master. 

And now I would ask, whether the civilised free 
negroes of the United States, possessed of the same color, 
the same bones, and the same hair as their African 
brethren who sold their ancestors, could, by emigrating 
to Africa, and preaching their science aod religion, ad- 
vance the cause of humanity very materially in that 
unfortunate country ? I believe that the question must 
be negatived ; and this is. the true light in which we must 
consider the natural abilities of the negroes. 

The colony of Liberia has been settled by the Ameri*/ 
cans with free negroes. The establishment is novi^rinany 
years old, is doing tolerably well, though it derives its 
cbief support from America: but have the superior ^rte 
of the colonists made the least impression on the sur- 
rounding tribes? Have they won over a single disciple 
to their doctrines? or excited even a moderate share of 
curiosity among their brethren of the desert? No; the 
colonists themselves require constant admonition and in- 
struction, and the strong force of example, to retain the 
civilization they have acquired. It hangs loosely on 
them, like a borrowed garment, made for the use of 
another man. 

European civilization, though abstractedly considered, 
as a unit, is strongly impregnated with the peculiar spirit 
of each nation, and has borne different fruits in different 
countries. The arts of England, France, Germany, and 
Italy, are marked by a peculiar character, and embody 
the genius of these respective nations. The civilization, 
of America, though but the production of two centuries, 
bears already the strongest national features, distinct 
from that of Europe in general. 

The Indians, when converted to Christianity, are yet 
a distinct and noble race, commanding even the respect 
of their enemies. But wherein consist the peculiaritieii 
of the civilised negroes, in which may be recognised 
some latent genius of their own ? I must confess t re* 
member none, save the almost total absence of indepen- 
dent energy of character. I have conversed with hanr 
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. dyeds of negroes, but I could not elicit from them a single 
original idea, capable of savoring their recitation of 
American phrases, or serving as an index to a ipind 
capable of reflecting on itself. If any thing marked them 
as civilised beings, it was the luckless attempt to imitate 
tbe outward American, and a singular attention, to fash- 
ionable manners and the toilet. It is a severe task to be 
employed in lowering any portion of the. human family 
in the estimatiin of their fellow-creatures; but a strict 
adherence to truth, and impartial justice to the Ameri- 
cans, do not permit me to temporise, whatever offence 
my statement may give to individuals. 

There is one fact strongly corroborative of my asser- 
IKons. Most persons who have advocated the equality of 
the riltes, were theorists, drawing their inferences from 
genwal axioms ; while nearly all who have had an oppor- 
J^m* of observing the negroes themselves, have arrived 
Waaifferent conclusion. Why was there never a similar 
prejudice with regard to the American Indians ?. Some 
of the first families in Virginia, noted for their eminent 
talents as statemen and legislators, are descended, in 
part, from the Indians. But, instead of considering this 
a disgrace, they are proud of their origin ; and a peculiar 
loftiness of mind seems to be hereditary in their families, 
and expressed in their manly countenances. The mulatto, 
on the contrary, though a shade superior to the negro, is 
agrovelling being, still thoroughly marked with his sub- 
jection to physical nature, the strongest characteristic of 
the black race. 

No other human being is by nature so entirely adapted 
to his climate ; as if to prevent him from spreading over 
other parts of the world. The skin of the negroes, their 
color, hair, and feet, are made far the African sun ; and 
being naturally heedless of the future, they are surround- 
ed by trees and plants which blossom and bear fruit at 
the same time. The negro is the slave of nature ; the 
white man is her companion. Born in a more northern 
latitude, and consequently less exposed to the most 
powerful physical agent, the sun, his mind waxes superior 
to the scenes which surround him. His physical wants 
rouse his energy and quicken his ingenuity, and the 
approaching winter commands his cares of the future. 
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He is born to subdue and itnproye nature, and not to be 
dependent on her generosity. All that has ever improved 
the condition of man, every valuable principle of philoso- 
phy and religion, poetry, painting, and music, are the 
offsprings of the temperate zones. The universal history 
Of all ages is but the history of that clime ; the. moral 
lever of the world was ever moved by its children. 

The progress of the white race is the soul of universal 
history ; for it is the white race which ^oduced all the 
changes, and acted as the animating principle on the rest 
of mankind. The other nations remained stationary, 
bound by the limits which nature had set to their prog* 
ifess ; the white race alone was possessed of the courage 
to overleap them and to traverse the ocean in quest qP ^^ 
new land. Wherever that race has since placed iVi foot) 
there it has subdued all others, notwithstanding tb* in* 
feriority of its numbers ; and its march of conqueiK^ifr - 
onward, and must finish with grasping the world. * 

With these facts before us, is it not natural to suppose 
that the white race is intrinsically superior to every other; ' 
and, consequently a fortiori to the negroes ? Would we 
not naturally come to this conclusion, even if there were 
no exterior distinction between them ? The objection 
that the white race conquered by its superior arts, at a 
time when the others had not yet attained the same de- 
gree of civilization, avails little or nothing to the argu- 
ment. Why did the other races not possess a similar 
degree of civilization, since it is proved that their origin 
is at least as remote, if not more so, than that of the 
white race ? Are the nations of the east and their learn- 
ing not older than those of Europe 1 Why did they not 
improve it as the people of Europe ? What made the 
Europeans labor for centuries to decipher the writings of 
the ancients ? .rWhat spirit is it, which makes them yet 
take art interest in the history of other nations, and de- 
scend to their remotest antiquity, when those nations 
evince not the least disposition to learn the history of 
Europe T Why is the commerce of the world yet con- 
fined to European and American vessels ? Why has the 
principle of liberty not been born, or taken root in any 
other country but Europe and America? Why is Christi- 
anity yet chiefly confined to those continents, when it was 
31 
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Asia which begot it ? Why is the white race not, like 
the Chinese, satisfied with its acquired superiority but 
continually improving in every department of knowledge 1 
Why is the white race the only one bent on engrafting 
its principles and its customs on all others ? Why does 
it succeed in this enterprise, and swallow up all other 
tribes ? Why is there np reaction on the part of the 
other races on the whites ; but, on the contrary, a gradual 
yielding to its influence ? Why are the whites not 
changed in contact with other races 1 

But there is yejt one more circumstance deserving the 
attention of philosophers. In no instance have the dif- 
^tfini races shown a general disposition to amalgamate ; 
^t rather evinced a natural dislike to one another. 
'•When ouch a disposition existed, it was always on the 
part4>f the inferior with regard to the superior race, and 
i|^var* the reverse. The few individual exceptions to this 
rAle must rather be considered as instances of moral de- 
pravity, than a prevalent taste of the race ; or as occa- 
sioned by peculiar circumstances, which prevented a free 
choice. This natural dislike was always greatest be- 
tween the white and the black race, just in proportion, it 
may be said, to the diversity of their color, and the great 
difference in their inclinations and habits. But it existed 
equally among other races, and may, therefore, be con- 
sidered as something instinctive, and not produced by a 
process of reasoning. 

Immediately after the introduction of negro slavery 
into the American colonies, the provincial assemblies 
prohibited all intercourse with the negroes under the 
severest penalties. The laws of Maryland of 1715 
provided that any white woman, whether a servant or 
free, becoming pregnant from the embrace of a negro, 
whether a slave or free, should be punished with a ser- 
vitude of seven years, and the children of such *^urmatural 
and inordinate connections " were doomed to servitude till 
they should attain the age of thirty-one. A white man 
begetting a child by a negress, was subjected to the same 
penalty as a white woman committing an offence with a 
negro; and similar laws were ena£ted by the legislative 
assembly of Virginia. Even when baptized, negroes were 
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hot comprehended in the denomination of Christians** 
No such laws were enacted against the American aborig- 
ines ; but though the example had been set in the mar- 
riage of Captain Smith with the princess Pokahontaa, 
it was rarely imitated by European settlers, notwith- 
standing the political advantages which, at that time^ 
might have resulted from such unions. 

The gypsies afford another striking instance of this 
natural aversion between the different' varieties of the 
human family. They have remained a distinct race in 
Scotland, France, Spain, Germany, and Hungary ; and 
were they to emigrate to America, would still remain the 
same. They have still their peculiar customs and niaiH. 
ners, opposed to the laws of civilised nations. And jH$- 
how much more similar to the whites are they Jhan the ^ 
negroes ! Without this mutual dislike, it is highly prober 
fale the distinctions between the races would have bmtow§ 
obliterated, and even the different tribes been united into 
one. That the climate alone does not change the color, 
is evident from the fact that the offsprings of negroes re- 
main black, and those of the whites white, whether they 
inhabit the polar region, or the vicinity of the equator. 

Every race has feared the contact of the whites, in the 
same manner as a weaker animal dreads to meet one 
which is more powerful ; while the white race has always 
sought it with the fullest conviction of its superiority. 
What makes China and Japan shut their cities to Eu- 
ropeans, but the dread that the latter might conquer 
them. They may affect to despise these " barbarians ; " 
but they have seen them establish the most powerful em- 
pires in the East, and, wherever they went, take the 
reins of government into their own hands. The popula- 
tion of China is estimated at about three hundred millions, 
and that of all Europe at scarcely two hundred. China 
is in possession of all the mechanic arts of Europe, and 
excels the latter in the manufacture of many valuable 
articles. The use of gunpowder is known to them ; and 
yet they entertain doubts and suspicions as to the inten- 
tions of Europeans ! They feel that whatever be their 
mechanical perfections, they are inferior to the white 

* Grahame's History of the United States; 
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race in all the nobler qualities of the mind in enterprise 
and courage. No apprehensions are entertained by 
Europeans as to those nations ever conquering part of 
ikeir country, or the doctrines and practices of the East 
undermining the Christian religion, and the principles of 
philosophy of Locke and Newton. China and Japan 
have not grown powerful by their own strength, but by 
the weakness of the nations which surrounded them. In 
contact with the whites they are aware their position 
would be untenable ; and it is to the race, and not to the 
arts of Europe, we must ascribe their puerile laws with 
regard to foreigners. 

JBut to return to the negroes ; who to this moment are 
fgnorant of the mechanic arts, and even slow in acquiring 
dexterity when instructed and guided by the whites ; who 
have never prospered or improved in their own country ; 
6n whom the light of science or religion never dawned 
except through the intercession of other nations ; to 
whom the refinements of poetry and the arts are entirely 
unknown ; whose worship is the most hideous and bar- 
barous on earth ; who war upon one another for the sole 
purpose of reducing each other to slaves ; who first sold 
one another, and enriched themselves with the blood of 
their brethren ; who, during more than three -thousand 
years of their known existence, have not even made the 
first step towards civilization, by improving their soil 
with agriculture, and are equally unskilful in the chase, 
and destitute of courage or ambition ; who possess noth- 
ing of the natural skill and agility of other races ; 
who never dreamt of an equality with the whites, before 
it was discovered by European philosophers ; who never 
knew the definition of liberty, but are slaves in their own 
country ; to that race, finally, who, in whatever relation 
we have known them, have always shown themselves in- 
ferior beings, and declare them equal to the tohites, and in" 
f trior only in point of education ! ! There is not one point 
in which the equality has been established ; and should 
we be entitled to a general conclusion 1 This is not 
elevating the negroes, but degrading the whites, by as- 
cribing to accident the development of those eminent 
qualities, which have rendered them masters of the world. 
Ja the supposition of such an accident, which insured the 
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permanent success of one race over all others, compatible 
with a belief in Divine Providence ; and the moral con- 
tained in universal history ? 

I do not deny that the negroes are capable of improve^ 
ment ; that they may acquire the elements of many use- 
ful arts and sciences : but I do not believe that they are 
capable of working out their own salvation^ or of rivalling 
the whites in any one branch of human knowledge or 
industry. 

I have never heard it argued or asserted that the Malay 
race were naturally equal to the whites ; though I cer- 
tainly hold them superior to the negroes. Neither has it 
ever been maintained that all races have the same incli- 
nations and capacities ; and yet we should at once seleQ| 
the most inferior species of humanity, and declare them 
fit to live under the same laws, be governed by the same 
motives, elevated by the same hopes, and restrained by 
the same fears as the whites ? Who would assert that the 
people of the East are fit to live under a republican gov- 
ernment, similar to that of the United States '? Who could 
doubt but that, if a majority of them were now possessed 
of the same liberties, their natural disposition would again 
lead them to monarchy? Who knows that freedom 
would to them be a valuable acquisition ? And yet, sup- 
pose these nations, or any portion of them, placed in a 
republic like America ; there might remain some hope of 
amalgamating the races — the only means by which the 
inferior one can be improved, though this improvement 
is equivalent to a gradual extinction of the race, by a 
continued succession of the whites. With regard to the 
negroes, this is entirely out of the question. There is 
something naturally repulsive in the physical conformation 
of the blacks : there are certain peculiarities of the race, 
which must ever prove revolting to the whites. The dis- 
parity of intellect and habit is too great to leave the least 
ray of hope that such an amalgamation can be effected 
by marriage. 

The white man does not live, like the negro, for the 
present moment. His thoughts are fixed on the future ; 
and antong his fondest hopes is that of elevating his chil- 
dren to a prouder eminence than himself; of correcting 
the errors and imperfections of his own education, in tVv<^ 
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more perfect one of his children. The Americans cber* 
iah this hope in a most eminent degree. Three fourths 
of all the acts of legislation are intended for the benefit 
of the rising generation ; and it is one of their chief 
characteristics, as I have had occasion to remark before, 
that their whole present lives are devoted to the welfare 
of their children. Neither does this feature ^exclusively 
belong to the Americans. It is a quality belonging to tbe 
nace ; an aspiring to immortality in this world, by per- 
petuating their virtues in their offsprings ; and the origin 
of the noblest deeds recorded in the history of man. Bot, 
of all nations in the world, the Americans live the most in 
the future ; and, should they be capable of forming mar- 
riages with the blacks, knowing full well, that, according 
to the laws of nature, their offsprings must be inferior to 
them selves, and bear the marks of that inferiority in their 
countenances ? Could we suppose such a marriage based 
on that mutual respect and affection, which are necessary 
to make the union sacred and eternal ? The idea is pre- 
posterous, and incompatible with that mutual disincli- 
nation — not to use a stronger term — which exists between 
tbe races. This natural dislike is so great, that a maa 
would hardly love his offspring, if it were different from, 
and inferior to, himself; and the child itself would not 
cherish the same affection for his father. 

In making a choice for life, do we not consult dispo- 
sition, intellect and age, in order to secure our happiness ? 
And why ? In order that the union may be perpetual by 
mutual inclination ; and this is considered necessary for 
the preservation of morality and virtue. No such happy 
adaptation of temper, disposition, and habit, could be 
thought of, in a marriage with another race ; no hopes, 
therefore, could be entertained of promoting by it the 
cause of humanity. Any attempt to raise the condition 
of the nes^roes in this manner, would not only not benefit 
the individuals who might be selected for the experiment, 
but be the absolute signal for the perpetration of the most 
atrocious crimes against society. It would undermine 
every principle of morality, and destroy the very foundation 
of society, without advancing the cause of the negroes. 
I consider the doctrine of amalgamation as abominable 
and brutal as the first introduction of slavery ; and the 
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iDJurj which would he sustained from it, by the white 
race^ infinitely greater than that which was inflicted upon 
the Africans by exporting them from their country as 
slaves. 

The Americans are, indeed, in a very singular pre- 
dicament. Their position, opposed to the rest of the 
civilised world, is most perplexing and unjust. No nation 
proposes to take charge of the civilisation of the Africans; 
but the Americans are called upon, to emancipate and 
educate their slaves, and to raise thenl to an equality with 
themselves. Their institutions are purely democratic, 
and the execution of the laws entrusted to the voluntary 
submission of the people who enacted them ; yet several 
millions of another race are to be let loose amongst them^ 
and entrusted with that voluntary submission. Their insti- 
tutions, it is believed, would not be adapted to any other ^f 
state of society, yet they are to invite two and a half mil- 
lions of negroes to participate in its advantages. And all 
this they are charged to do for the sake of humanity, 
without inquiring whether that race is capable of enjoy- 
ing those privileges, or even made happier by their ac- 
quisition. And what have the Americans done that jus- 
tifies such a demand ? They have continued the insti- 
tution of slavery, introduced by another government, of 
which their forefathers availed themselves before its moral 
injustice was established ; and which their sons have since 
been laboring to shake off, withoub finding the adequate 
means. In the northern states, where it could be aban- 
doned, it was done ; biit the south is obliged to pause, lest, 
by an awful retribution of justice, they should theliiselves 
become the victims of their slaves. 

This even is the curse of evil deeds, 

That; ever propagating, they engender evil* 

The only safe means which has been proposed for the 
emancipation of the negro slaves, was their transportation 
from America to Africa. Yet, even there they require the 
affectionate protection of the whites, to defend themselves 

* " Das eben ist der Fluch der bosen That 

Dass sic fortzeugend immer Boses muss gebftren/' 

SchiUer^s Bride of Mis:&xuti,. 
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against the barbarous attacks of their brethren. But, sup- 
pose the Americans willing, as they are, to support and 
protect such a colony, what number of negroes could be 
transported thither to affect at all the colored population 
of the United States 1 During twelve years the number 
of negroes transported to Liberia was two thousand five 
hundred ; while those who were born in that time amount- 
ed to seven hundred thousand! The whole treasury of 
the United States would not suffice to purchase and con* 
vey to Africa a sufficient number of negroes to prevent 
the increase of the blacks in America. Neither are the 
negroes themselves willing to leave their masters — whom 
they consider as their natural protectors — and emigrate 
to a distant shore. They go thither as strangers, and 
with no other civilization than that which they have ac- 
quired in bondage. They have not the inventive geni^ 
of the whites to conquer unforeseen obstacles ; and would, 
in all probability, perish there, but for the assistance of 
their former masters. 

Thus, in whatever light we may consider slavery in 
America, we must see in it an evil which cannot be 
remedied without endangering the moral, political, and 
social relations of the United States. At the present mo- 
ment the southern slaves are provided for; their sphere 
of action is circumscribed, and they are satisfied with 
their situation. To make them free is to throw them on 
their own resources, and force them to become compet- 
itors with their masters. All the prejudices between the 
two races, which are now asleep, in their state of mutual 
dependency, would awaken at the thought that they are 
rivals, and commence their work of destruction. The 
negroes, as I have said before, are more numerous, and 
increase much faster in some of the southern states, than 
the whites. Could we then, for one moment, believe that 
they would abide the issue of a moral competition with 
their former lords, whom they know to be superior to 
themselves ? We might as well suppose they would be 
content to perish, while holding the means of preservation. 
What hope of success could they have, except that which 
is based on their numbers? The moment the contest 
begins, their physical force' must aid them ; for it is their 

onljr weapon, and the contest must become one between 

brutality and intelligence. 
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The northern states, in emancipating their negroes, shut 
but the doors on unprofitable servants, without fearing 
their entering by force. They were too strong within, 
and their enemies too feeble without, to give the negroes 
a chance of success. Their former msisters may now see 
them die in the streets, and behold them writhing with 
despair, and yet not fear their revenge. It is not so with 
the southern planter : he cannot abandon his negroes and 
expose them to want, without dreading the awful consef- 
quences. He cannot with impunity make a friendly race 
his enemies, and mock them with the title of freemen. 
His negroes are protected by him ; they participate to a 
certain extent in his prosperity, and share even his aristo- 
cratic pretensions.* They consider themselves members h 
of his family, and cherish a filial affection for him, which ,V^ 
is responded to by feelings of kindness in their master. ^ 
A southern gentleman, after an absence from home, will, 
on his return to his plantation, be received with joyful 
acclamations by his negroes, who will crowd round hinii 
and shake him cordially by the hand. What negro in 
the northern states would dare take ^*such liberties with 
a white man 1 " The prejudices against the negroes are 
stronger in the free states than at the south, and have 
reached their climax in the states which never held 
slaves. These may give vent to their contempt for a 
race, with whose fate they never have meddled : they 
have a clear conscience ; but the upright magistrate is not 
always the most lenient judge. 

In the southern states the negro is comparatively hap- 
py, for his master sympathises with him, and administers 
to his physical wants. The southern planter does not 
despise the negro, who is part of his own household, but 
comforts him in sickness and old age. At the north, the 
negro is an object of scorn, and considered a natural 
enemy to the laboring classes, because he reduces the 
price of their labor. In some of the western states, which 

* NothlDg is more frequent than to see negroes, belonging to differeHt 
masters, abstain from all intercourse with each other, in consequence 
of the different ranks of the families of which they consider themselves 
a part. The slave of a senator will be proud of the distinction of his 
master, but bow to that of the president, who considers himself 
above all. 
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were entirely settled by the whites,' he is not even allow- 
ed ^to hold property, and his presence is considered a 
nuisance. As long as the negro is protected by his 
master, he receives, as it were, an equivalent for his de- 
graded condition ; when he is made free, his degradation 
becomes more poignant and glaring, and he is left with- 
out the means of support. He becomes more dependent 
on the white race than he ever was as a slave ; for he 
becomes dependent on their good will, when, as a slave, 
he had a right to their protection. 

With such prospects before them, is it charity to eman- 
cipate the negroes ? Is it not forcing them to take up 
arms and destroy their unkind benefactors ? The negroes 
cannot love America, in which they call nothing their 
own ; but they may be attached to their masters, who 
« enable them to live without property. They will never 

be able to compete successfully with the white race, foe- 
cause their judges despise them, and judge in their own 
cause ; but they may hold an inferior rank of society, in 
which their interests are identified with those of the 
whites, and consequently sure of being protected. They 
cannot hope to change the course of legislation, as long 
as there is an American capable of wielding a weapon ; 
but they may make their masters relent, by a quiet sub- 
mission to their will : they cannot hope to rise to honor 
and distinction, but they may be happier in an humbler 
situation of life, and leave ambition to the whites. In 
one word, they must prepare to be slaves of kind masters, 
or face these masters as enemies, and expire in the un- 
equal contest. 

One more objection I must answer, before I dismiss 
this subject. The question has often been proposed, 
whether the progress of civilization will not eventually 
overcome those unfortunate prejudices which exist with 
regard to the negroes, and thus open the way to a recon- 
ciliation between the two races. The answer to this 
question, I am sorry to say, will not cheer the heart of 
the philanthropist. For, according to all indications, 
they will increase in proportion as the negroes are made 
free, and terminate in feelings so perfectly hostile, as to 
be totally opposed to the spirit of peace and forbearance. 
Tbe b/acks return hatred for contempt, which, while im^ 
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potent, excites still greater contempt in the whites. The 
Americans look upon the freedom of the negroes as a 
garment not fit for their use, but which has been thrown 
o^er them for want of another, to cover their disgusting 
nudity. Whenever they are seen dressed in this new 
attire, their former nakedness is remembered, and the 
irony excites ridicule and scorn. The contrast would 
have ceased to be ludicrous, had they passed through 
different stages of freedom. But the ascent from a negro 
slave, to an independent American republican, was too 
rapid and dangerous to make his position secure. America 
is the worst place where emancipation could have been tried; 
and it must fail in every other democratic republic. 

Had the negroes ever evinced a love of freedom, fur- 
ther than is connected with physical comfort ; had they 
ever made an effort to become free for the love of liberty, 
and not for personal advantages or revenge ; had they, in 
their struggle for liberty, ever waged war against superior 
numbers; had they ever been known as a nation whose 
rise and fall might have excited our sympathies,* a dif- 
ferent sentiment would pervade the Americans, with re- 
gard to the unhappy negroes. But whatever the negroes, 
are, they are by the charity of the Americans ; whatever 
they possess, they hold by that tenure ; whatever rigbt- 
they enjoy, is by the benevolence of their masters. But. 
the requisitions of charity give no permanent title to 
respect. 

The Americans have fought for, and acquired their lib- 
erty ; they have given it gratis to their negroes. Neither 
has this gih been improved by those who received it. 
The law has declared them free, but their sentiments are 
still those of slaves. Their pretensions to equality with 
the whites, would be esteemed as ingratitude ; for where 
one party is the sole benefactor, and the other that which 
is benefited, no moral equality could exist, though it should 
be entered on the statutes. 

* The negroes, and their kindred in Austral Asia, do not seem to 
have had a national fate or existence. Not the least trace of politiciU 
life can be discovered, even from traditions. All other people have 
been milted by acommmiity of feeling and sentiment, which gave them 
a distinct character; but the negroes seem to have vegetated: they 
have neither prospered nor declined, and possess no other characteris- 
tics, exc^t those which belong to the variety. 
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Neither do the negroes take the least interest in the 
&te of their brethren, but rather envy the slaves of the 
south. For more than two generations, the negroes in 
the northern states are free ; they have schools and 
churches ; but no appeal has ever been made by them in 
favor of liberty. Some of the negroes and mulattoes of 
St. Domingo have been educated in France; but few 
lines have as yet been published by them in favor of 
liberal institutions. The combat for and against slavery 
is entirely fought by the whites ; while the negroes can 
hardly comprehend that their condition should depend 
upon a principle. It is this inertness, this absence of 
moral courage, which the Americans despise. With 
great truth does De Tocqueville remark, that no other 
account has ever been opened between the white and the 
black races, except that where the white race was supe- 
rior, they kept the black in subjection; but where, the 
blacks prevailed, they rose and murdered the whites. 
The negroes have never endeavored to rival their former 
masters in any moral qualification, but whenever they 
felt themselves sufficiently strong, attempted to rid them- 
selves of their formidable superiors. 

But the contempt of the Americans for the Africans is 
yet increased by other causes. If the civilization of 
America were stationary, or progressing slowly, the free 
negroes might either keep their places, or, perhaps, 
gradually approximate nearer to the standard of the 
whites. But this is not the case. The Americans are 
progressing more rapidly than any other nation in the 
world ; and the free negroes, though they may be abso- 
lutely advancing, remain still, every year, further behind. 
Competing with the whites only in the most menial labor^ 
they are reducing the price of that labor below the cus- 
tomary wages of native Americans ; and thereby force 
the latter either to emigrate to the west, or to seek some 
other employment. By this means, they succeed in 
monopolizing, in a measure, the situation of servants ; 
but, at the same time, render it more degraded in the 
eyes of Americans. They continue in a state of servi- 
tude, which, as it is voluntary, excites additional con- 
tempt. The Americans are sometimes compelled, from 
necessity^ to hire themselves out as ** helps ; " but they 
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neither suffer the same treatment, nor are thej willing^ to 
serve at so low a rate of compensation. - 

Yet the greatest difference between an American and 
a negro servant is this. The American looks upon ser- 
vice as a means of introducing himself to something bet- 
ter ; and remains a servant only till he has acquired the 
means of emigrating to the west, or commencing a small 
trade. He prefers any other situation in life, with the 
severest labor^ to waiting on another man. The negro, 
on the contrary, aspires to nothing higher. He prefers 
domestic work to any other, and, in the northern states, 
his physical organization disables him from laboring in 
the field. He is therefore a stationary servant, one who, 
in the opinions of Americans, was born to be a servant, 
lives as a servant, and dies in servitude. In proportion 
as negro servants become general, in that same proper^ 
tion increases the contempt in which the situation is 
held. The negroes work for less, or rather are paid at 
a less rate, than the whites, and will therefore always 
remain poor, in a country where every one prosperSi 
They are, by poverty, deprived of the means of instruc*- 
tion,* remain houseless strangers in the land which gives 
them birth, and by an unavoidable succession of events, 
sink every year lower in the estimation of their fellow- 
creatures and their own. At last they must resign the 
thought of competition in every other department of in- 
dustry, and become once more what they were^ — heredi- 
tary bondsmen. 

At present, a number of petty offices and small traffics 
are resigned to the industry of the negroes, because 
the general prosperity is such, that the Americans find 
sufficient room for enterprise in other departments. But 
in proportion as the country becomes more and more 
settled, and as competition among the whites increases, 
these petty channels of industry will be resorted to by the 
whites themselves, and the negroes driven to a still lower 
employment.t 

At present they may be barbers and hair-dressers; 

* There are free negro-schools in some of the cities; but there is 9 
degree of poverty, which obliges the parents to avuil themselves of the 
work of their children, instead of sending them to school. 

t This gradual diminution of their means, of support^ to^lVs&x ^^r^i^ 
the exposure to a more severe climate, is \m.do\]SDlleiQi^ \k^ T«»si3i{^m\)^ 
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clean boots, and sell old clothes ; but the time may come 
when they will not be able to make a living by such 
means ; and then they will be obliged to resort to some- 
thing still more humble. In this manner, the whites will 
chase and harass them from poet to post, until misery 
will complete their destruction. Their fate has no paral- 
lel in history. Slavery has introduced them to life, liberty 
must accomplish their ruin. 

I turn with pleasure from so barren a soil, incapable 
of maturing the seeds of philanthropy, to prospects 
more brightening and cheerful. I turn to the lives of the 
planters. They are surrounded, it is true, by slaves, and 
their position becomes daily more precarious. But I am 
willing to trust them to their genius, and to the sympathy 
of their northern brethren. My object here is to speak 
of their manners, their habits, and the large proportion 
of intellect and genius which is found in the southern 
states. 

The manners of the southerners in general, but espe- 
cially those of the Virginians and South Carolinians, are 
more highly polished than those of the industrious popula- 
tion of the north, and they cultivate society as indispen- 
sable to civilized life. They know and appreciate refine- 
ment and elegance ; but they possess less of the enter- 
prising spirit of the New Englanders. Having more 
leisure, they devote more time to study and polite read- 
ing, which render their intercourse more agreeable and 
attractive ; and, being freed from pecuniary cares and the 
influence of trade and traffic, acquire that independence 
of mind which is necessary for science and literature. 
Their provisions for the education of youth are not so 
numerous, but they are on the most liberal scale ; educa- 
tion and learning are not so general as in the northern 
states, but where they exist they are carried to a higher 
degree. Business talents are comparatively rare ; but 
there is no deficiency of genius. 

The north act by their masses, the south by the brilliant 
talents of individuals. Intelligence at the north is as 
much divided as property. There are no overgrown for- 
tunes, neither is there poverty or .want. In the southern 
states the division is more unequal. There are those 

the free negro population decreases so rapidly in the northern states ; 
while the slaves to the south aie mweosVxi^ fe&\«t ^OwMi\jQR'^\jkites, 
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who are " poor and lean," but the wealth of the rich is 
capable of concealing their poverty. The progress of 
intellect in the southern states resembles more that of 
Europe. The masses are yet in darkness, though there 
are beacon flames on each coast. In the northern states 
of America obscurity has entirely vanished. Their lights 
are perhaps less bright, but so contiguous as to unite in a 
conflagration. 

But, with all the advantages of the north, the south 
will always command a most important influence on the 
deliberations of Congress. The eminent talents of her 
statesmen and legislators are yet unequalled in America ; 
though there are individuals at the north who may lay 
just claims to a share of their fame. All the presidents 
of the United States but two have been born and bred in 
the south, and, although they held slaves, have advanced 
the cause of freedom. The inhabitants of the south form 
an aristocracy with regard to the negroes ; but the princir 
pal distinction being that of color, they are on an equality 
with each other, and are amongst tlie stoutest defenders 
of republicanism. Democracy is a child of the south; 
and its early defenders were southerners. The principle 
of slavery operates upon them yet as it did during the 
revolutionary war. It instils into them even an additional 
love of liberty ; and makes them cherish doubly those 
rights and privileges, without which they would sink to a 
level with their slaves.* 

* Botta, in his first book of *^ The Revolutionary War of America," 
describes the character of the slave-owners in the most glowing colors. 
" In queste ancora " says he, " la schiavitili dei Neri, la qualejvi era in 
uso quantunque sembri, a prima vista strana cosa a dirsi alletava gli 
nomini bianchi all' amore della liberty. Avendo questi continuamente 
sotto gli occhi I'esempio vivo della miserabile condizione dell' uomo 
ridotto in ischiavitiii, dovevano sapere meglio, e piii apprezzare la liberti 
la quale e'giovano ; questa liberta riputavano non che un diritto, essere 
unafranchigia ed un privilegio ; esiccome quando si trattd dell' inter- 
esse proprio e delle passioni loro, gli uomini giudicano alia grossa e 
cogli occhi deUa mente abbacinati impazientemente sopportavano i 
coloni la superiority del govemo in^lese, e le pretensione sue, siccome 
quelle che tendessero a condurgli m uno stato prossimo, o simile a 
quello, al quale gli schiavi loro erano ridotti, detestando eglino in sc 
£tessi ci6 one escercitavano sugli altrij' 



CHAPTER XII. 



NATIONAL DEFENCE OF THE UNITED STATES. — ^THE ARMY. 

THE NAVY. THE MILITIA. 



It is an established maxim of the American govern- 
ment, merely to possess the elements of national defence, 
in order to be saved the expense of maintaining a large 
standing army ; and to keep from the military a power, 
which it is known they have at all times abused. The 
navy of the United States is established nearly on the 
game plan ; and contains but the nucleus of that maritime 
power, which, when called for, the Americans could di- 
rect against an enemy. 

In a country like America, which commands all the 
materials for ship-building, and, at any time, a sufficient 
number of sailors, furnished by the merchants' service, 
the maintaining of a greater number of ships of war than 
is absolutely necessary to protect navigation and com- 
merce, would prove a severe tax on the people. In pro- 
portion as the commerce of the United States increases, 
the means of naval attack and defence increase implicitly 
with it ; though the navy may not exhibit this augmenta- 
tion of force in the number of its ships. 

The bulwark of national defence, however, is the 
militia; though their discipline and their manoeuvres 
have been the subject of much sarcasm, both in England 
and America. No one can expect from free citizens 
the same machine-like subordination, which may be ex- 
acted from hired soldiers, whose trade is to '* kill and to 
be killed to make a living ; " * but the citizen soldier has 

*Mon TfUiier est inuer et Ore Pid pour gagiter ma vie" Voltaire. 
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an hundred moral advantages over the martial automaton, 
of which the latter is never possessed. 

The militia may improve in discipline, and join military 
skill to superior intelligence ; but the highest mark of 
perfection in a mercenary is a blind obedience to his 
superiors, without a vestige of thought or reflection. It 
is this mechanical excellence of soldiers, which renders 
their presence dangerous in a republic, and against the 
evil influence of which a powerful militia is the best and 
only safeguard. The esprit du corps is always a danger- 
ous enemy to the esprit du peuple, unless the latter be 
embodied in some armed force. The militia, therefore, 
are not only a means of defence against an external 
enemy, but also a preserver of peace within. They save 
the country the expense of a large standing army, by 
performing, themselves, a portion of those duties which 
would otherwise devolve on the soldiery. Regular stand- 
ing armies were introduced by the systematic despotism of 
Lewis XIV.; the militia system is the daughter of liberty. 
The army and militia are bane and antidote of the free- 
dom of a people. Military skill and discipline avail 
against one another, as a superior chess-player will beat 
an inferior antagonist by a better disposition of his men ; 
but the militia system of the present day has changed the 
hoard; for, instead of empty squares, the players, find 
nothing but occupied territory. 

In speaking of the American militia, as a means of 
national defence, I am aware I ought to confine myself, 
chiefly, to their capacity of resisting an armed, external 
force. But in order to judge of this capacity, it is neces- 
sary not only to consider the materials of which they are 
composed, and their numbers ; but also the circumstances 
which have brought them into existence, and the spirit 
which animates them at the present moment. The or- 
ganization of society, and the terrain on which they are 
to give proof of their prowess, are important itemd in a 
computation of this kind ; without which it is impossible 
to obtain a result in the least approximating to truth. 
But before entering on this subject I will give a brief 
statement of the military and naval force of the United 
States, from the " Armi^ " and " Nav^lLists " of March, 
1835* These, propably, have not been matenalVs ^Xiyetft^ 

38* 
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sioce ; especially that of the navy.* If there be any 
thing remarkable in them, it is their exceeding shortnesB*. 
and the consequently diminutive expenses of these estab- 
lishments in a country comprising so large a territory, 
and enjoying so extensive a commerce. 

Army List, March, 1835. 

The head-quarters of the general-in-chief are in the 
district of Columbia. The head-quarters of the Western 
Department, are at Memphis Tennessee. The head-quar-? 
ters of the Eastern Department are in the city of New 
York. 

. The Western Department comprises all west of a line 
drawn from the southernmost point of East Florida, to 
the north-west extremity of Lake Superior, taking in the 
whole of Tennessee and Kentucky ; the Eastern Depart- 
ment all east of that line, including Fort Winnebago. 

The officers of the army consist of 

1 major-general, commanding the army, (at present 
Mr. Alex. Macomb.) 

1 brigadier-general, raajor-gexieral by brevet, com- 
manding the Western Department. 

1 brigadier-general, major-general by brevet, com- 
manding the Eastern Department. 

1 adjutant-general. 2 inspectors-general. 1 quarter-? 
master-general. 4 quartermasters. I commissary-gen- 
eral of subsistence. 2 commissaries. 1 surgeon-general. 
12 surgeons. 55 assistant-surgeons. 1 paymaster-gen- 
eral. 14 paymasters. 1 commissary-general of purchase. 
2 military store-keepers. 18 colonels. 13 lieutenant- 
colonels. 27 majors. 134 Captains. 159 first-lieuten- 
ants. 218 second-lieutenants. 5 third-lieutenants. II 
sergeant-majors. 11 quartermaster-sergeants. 428 ser- 
geants. 454 corporals. 14 principal musicians. 212 
musicians. 108 artificers. 250 enlisted for ordnance. 
6059 privates. 

Total. Commissioned officers, 674. Non-commissioned 
officers and privates, 7547. Grand Total, 8221. 

• The Indian war compelled the President to accept the services of 
volunteers, and to increase the cavalry of the United States. 
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It will be observed that the number of officers is unusih* 
ally large in proportion to the small number of privates* 
But the latter can always be obtained when wanted, 
whereas the officers require superior knowledge and ex- 
perience. Hence it is the policy of the government of 
the United States merely to preserve the cadres of the 
different regiments, which maybe filled up and engrossed 
at any time, in case of a war. 

For the education of officers a national military acade- 
my was established at West Point, in the state of New 
York, on the plan of similar institutions in France. The 
same branches are taught, and the same system of dis- 
cipline is introduced ; but particular attention is paid to 
mathematics and the modern languages. Mr. Hamilton 
has been very severe in his criticism on the attitude of 
the young men, styled " cadets," who are there educated 
at the expense of the nation ; but I believe he has not 
examined any of the classes in order to judge of their 
scientific acquirements. To supply this apparent defi- 
ciency I would state that, independent of military tactics, 
the pupils of that academy acquire a very comprehensive 
knowledge of the mathematical and physical sciences,* 
which enables them to serve their country in peace as 
well as in war. The pupils have to pass a rigorous ex- 
amination op entering the academy; and are annually 
examined wtiile there, by a committee appointed by the 
president and senate of the United States. The cadets 
are considered as enlisted in the United States service, 
and receive about 45 dollars or £9 sterling a month. 
They are, moreover, subject to all the rules and regu- 
lations of regular soldiers. 

The distinction between officers and citizens being less 
rigorously drawn in America than in Europe, the officers 
of the United States engineer corps are amongst the most 
active in promoting the internal improvements of the 
country. They are planning and constructing the prin- 

* La Croii*s Algebra and Legendre's Geometry and Trigonometry 
are the text books used in the elementary branches of mathematics; 
La Croix's Treatise on the differential and integral Calculus is studied 
in French; and in descriptive geometry, Professor Davis's treatise 
has lately been substituted for that of Monge, formerly used by the 
cadets. 
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cipal railroads ; and are every where, employed where 
mathematical talents are required in the execution of pub-* 
lie works. They are thus rendering themselves useful to 
the people, who have paid for their education ; and be- 
come not a distinct branch of public functionaries, but, 
in the true sense of the word, the servants of the people.* 

The war department is divided into twelve branches ; 
viz., the secretary's office ; the offices of bounty-lands 
and of Indian affairs; the pension office, the adjutant- 
general's office, the paymaster-general's office, the ordi- 
nance department, the topographical bureau, the subsist- 
ence department, the surgeon-general's office, the quar- 
termaster-general's office, and the engineer department. 

The secretary's office consists of the secretary himself, 
an acting chief clerk, five clerks, one messenger, and one 
assistant messenger. The bounty-lands office, of a prin- 
cipal' and clerk ; the office of Indian affairs, of a com- 
missioner, a chief clerk, and nineteen other clerks ; the 
adjutant's office, of the adjutant-general, two officers and 
three clerks ; the paymaster-general's office, of the pay- 
master-general, one paymaster, one chief clerk, two 
clerks, and one messenger ; the ordnance department, of 
one colonel, one captain and three clerks ; the topo- 
graphical bureau, of a lieutenant-colonel, (topographical 
engineer,) one first lieutenant (assistant engineer,) and 
one clerk ; the subsistence department, of a brigadier- 
general, one major (commissary of subsistence,) and three 
clerks ; the surgeon-general's office, of the surgeon-gen- 
eral, one surgeon and one clerk ; the quartermaster-gen- 
eral's office, of the quartermaster-general, one major, 
(the quartermaster,) one captain, two clerks and an as- 
sistant clerk ; finally, the engineer department, of the 

* Major M'Neill, of the United States engineers, constructed the 
Boston and Lowell, Boston and Providence, Boston and Worcester, 
and is now constructing the Stonington £ind a number of other rail- 
roads. That between Boston and Lowell is considered the best and 
most substantial in the United States, and, perhaps, in the world. It is 
built of the iron-edge rail, supported by cast-iron chairs, on stone 
blocks, and iron sleepers, which rest again on stone foundations. The 
cost of this railroad is estimated at one million two hundred thousand 
dollars, or two hundred and forty thousand pounds sterling, distance 
only twenty-five and a half miles. (Compare Chapter X. on internal 
improvement.) 
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chief engineer, an assistant engineer, and three clerks. 
The whole expenses of the military service, including for* 
tifications, ordnance, Indian affairs, pensions and arming 
the militia may be computed at thirteen millions of dol- 
lars or two millions six hundred thousand pounds sterling 
which is little more than half of the whole expenditure of 
the general government. If this sum be compared to the 
expenditures of European states, and if, moreover, the 
vastness of territory and frontier to be protected, be taken 
into consideration, it will appear that the expenses of the 
American army are, in proportion, not even the one hun- 
dredth part of those of the smaller states of Germany ; 
without considering the enormous indirect taxation intro- 
duced by the system of conscription. 

The military service of the United States is very ar- 
duouS) though the troops are better paid and provisioned 
than any other soldiers in the world. But then they are 
marched off to the forts of the western and southern 
states, and, during the whole period of service, not once 
quartered upon a town or village. This circumstance^ 
together with the nature of the frontier posts, gives, ia 
time of peace, rise to frequent desertions ; but on active 
duty I should judge the troops of the United States equal 
to the best soldiers in Europe, and their officers and com- 
manders well capable of sustaining the high reputation 
which the arms of the young republic have already ac- 
quired. Their bravery is like the English. It is best 
tested in an obstinate action, and hy the facility with 
which they recover their ranks, when by any chance they 
are broken. Their outward appearance is, perhaps, not 
quite so neat as that of European troops, as, in fact, they 
are never used for parade ; but this does not prevent their 
usefulness in the field, and is certainly no impediment to 
their courage. The United States maintain no more 
troops than are required to garrison the forts, and to pro- 
tect the frontier against the ravages of the Indians. Their 
soldiers, therefore, are constantly employed, and have 
neither the time nor the inclination to set off their per- 
sonal attractions. 

The Navy List of February^ 1835, contained thirty-sev- 
en captains, forty masters commandant, 357 lieutenants, 
forty-four surgeons, fifteen passed assistant surgeons, 
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fortj-one assistant surgeons, fortj-three pursers, nine 
chaplains, 178 passed midshipmen, 274 midshipmen, 
twenty-seven sailing-masters, four teachers of naval sci- 
ences, twenty boatswains, twenty-two gunners, twenty-one 
carpenters, and nineteen sail-makers. The expenses of 
the navy may be computed at three millions of dollars,.or 
six hundred thousand pounds sterling, including improve-^ 
ments. 

The navy-department consists of the secretary, one 
chief clerk, seven clerks, a clerk of the navy-pension and 
hospital fund, and one messenger. Navy-commissioners 
are three, with a secretary, a chief clerk, five clerks, one 
draftsman, and a messenger. There is one chief naval 
constructer, and one naval storekeeper. 

The following is a List of the Vessels of War, (Feb- 
ruary, 1835,) with the Names and Rates of the Ships, and 
their Stations. 
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964 JKMBIUCAN NAinr. 

^ Of all the institutions of the United States, the navj is 
the most national and popular. It cannot, from its* na- 
ture, interfere with, but only protect, the political progress 
of the country ; and it has more than any other raised the 
standard of national honor. With judicious modesty 
have its officers abstained from all political contest^ to 
prevent party spirit from entering their ranks. They* 
have only known their duty towards the nation ; and have 
fulfilled it in a manner which has reflected glory on them- 
selves and their country. From the earliest period of the 
revolutionary war, to the present moment, the American 
navy has sustained its reputation with equal success^ 
though surrounded by difficulties and perils, which hard- 
ly ever threatened a similar infant institution. It em- 
bodied in its ranks the enterprise and chivalry of a new- 
born people, and with the vigor of youth .fought the- une- 
qual battle with the giant. Whatever opinions the Eng- 
lish may entertain with regard to the naval successes ob- 
tained by the Americans, in the late war, one truth must 
irresistibly force itself upon their minds, — that the Amer- 
icans have shown no inferiority of seamanship ; but evinc- 
ed a familiarity with the ocean, and an habitual defiance 
of its dangers well worthy the offspring of the greatest 
maritime nation. 

It was asserted that during the late war with England, 
the American frigates were of a larger size, and their 
guns of a heavier caliber. This I belifive was true in 
some instances, but on the lakes the advantage was on 
the side of the English ; and it was joined to a superior 
position. The manner, too, in which some American 
ships made their escape from whole British fleets, proved 
the superiority of their construction, and the seamanship 
of their commanders. 

The navy of the United States is yet young, and com- 
paratively small ; but it possesses that which must event- 
ually make it great, and rival the English itself — unlimit- 
ed commerce, great naval genius, and the first maritime 
position on the globe. But in the worst case, the fame of 
the mother will but descend on her daughter, and the 
tempest be addressed in English, as in the days of Blake 
and Nelson. 

The Americans are sensible of the debt they owe tx> 
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their navy, and of the influence of its spirit on the officers 
and crews of the merchants' service. Though excessively 
jealous of increasing the national expenditure, they have 
raised the pay of the naval officers, and testified their 

fratitude by the unanimity with which the Senate and 
Eouse of Representatives supported and agreed to the 
measure. At the great number of public dinners, which 
are annually given in America, I have noticed but two 
toasts universally drank by all parties ; one in dignified 
silence, the other with thundering applause : — " the memo- 
ry of Wasbington,^^ and " the •American navy^"^ 

The militia system of the United States was introduced 
into the colonies simultaneously with their settlements, 
and was rendered necessary to protect the infant states 
against the ferocious incursions of the Indians* It was 
happily adapted to the feelings and sentiments of the 
Americans, who, at an early period of their history, were 
jealous of the presence of British troops in their prov- 
inces, and therefore more willing to tax themselves with 
the performance of a certain portion of military duties, 
than suffer regular soldiers to be quartered in their towns 
and villages. They dreaded the possibility of becoming 
subservient to the will and pleasure of the royal govern-^ 
ors, and employed in subverting the liberties of the colo- 
nies. The Americans were always desirous of governing 
themselves ; and for that purpose required not only moral, 
but also physical (material) strength, which they happily 
discovered, was secured by arming the citizens. 

At the commencement of the revolutionary war, it was 
but the militia, and especially the New England militia, 
(that of Massachusetts and Connecticut,) who were op- 
posed to the British troops. Without their presence, and 
the sacrifices which they were willing to make to the 
cause of their country, resistance against armed force 
could not have been seriously contemplated, and its con- 
sequences must, unavoidably, have been ignominious or ' 
tragical. Since the conclusion of peace, the militia es- 
tablishment has been improved in all the states, and a 
uniform system of tactics has been introduced during the 
administration of General Jackson. 

The militia of each state assemble on particular days 
of the year for inspection ; when fines are inflicted on the 

33 
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absentees, and those whose accoutrements and arms ar0 
not in the condition prescribed by the law. This practice^ 
it seems, is not calculated to increase the popularity of the 
isystem among the wealthier classes, who, on such occa* 
sions, are generally the sufferers ; while the poorer orders, 
and particularly the mechanics, are always ready to 
shoulder their muskets, and go through the usual mancen- 
vres. The officers, too, being generally elected by the 
privates, (the people,) the choice is apt to fall on those 
who are in a habit of associating with them ; and thus it 
often- happens that the wealthiest merchants and profes- 
sional men are enlisted as privates, while the poor me- 
chanic, in his place as officer, will summon them to 
appear on such a day, " armed and equipped as the law 
directs," at such a place, " there to await further ordersJ** 

The militia system, in most states, is a tax and an 
annoyance to the rich ; while to the people at large it is 
far from proving a burden, but on the contrary an addi^- 
tional means of asserting their sovereignty. In time of 
peace, when the benefits of a war establishment are never 
sufficiently appreciated, the annoyance occasioned by the 
annual exercises and manoeuvres, is considered as a most 
uncalled for disturbance of the peace of the wealthy 
citizens ; but the measure being a popular one, they sub- 
mit to it quietly, and, by paying their annual fines, in- 
crease the good cheer of those who are ready for duty. 

The young men, however, being always more or less 
moved by a martial spirit, escape the ignominy of obey- 
ing their tradespeople, by forming themselves into " regu- 
lar uniformed companies," styled independent; and then 
elect their own officers with reference to gentility and 
fortune. It is to these companies English travellers 
frequently allude, when speaking of the American militia. 
They are, for the most part, equipped in an attractive 
style, calculated to exhibit their taste, and to set off their 
persons to advantage. Being generally wealthy, they 
give the preference to the rich uniforms of the Hungarian 
huzzars, or the Polish krakuzow ; so that an European, 
on seeing them march, would be apt to mistake them for 
a dismounted squadron of horse. But there are also 
independent companies of mechanics and other orders of 
society, who, being less rich, are obliged to conform a 
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little more to the unostentatious dress and habits of 
soldiers, and have, therefore, a more martial appearance. 

But, although the American militia^have not the disci- 
pline of regular troops, but, on the contrary, evince a 
spirit of independence which singularly contrasts with 
the uniforms of soldiers, they possess, nevertheless, three 
great advantages over the largest standing armies which 
could be embarked for the shores of America. The first 
of these consists unquestionably in the superiority of 
their number, which. includes the whole male population 
capable of bearing arms; the second, in the readiness 
with which they are able to supply their wants; and the 
last, in the universality of. their geniusi 

It has often been remarked that the Americans never 
confine themselves to one trade, and on this account, 
become rarely as good workmen as Europeans. This 
oJbjection I have already answered in the ninth chapter, 
when speaking of American mechanics. I will here 
dwell on the advantages of the system. It compels them 
to think more, and to supply the want of mechanical skill 
by a decided superiority of judgment. They are com- 
pelled to make themselves familiar with a variety of 
operations, and the principles on which they are founded, 
and become thus able to make themselves useful in almost 
every capacity. This universality qf adaptation is par- 
ticularly advantageous to their system of national de- 
fence. An American militia company will hardly possess 
the precision and military bearing of European soldiers ; 
but, in case of necessity, they will be able to provide 
their own uniforms, make and mend their own shoes, 
and manufacture their guns, bayonets, and swords. They 
will understand how to construct bridges and boats, and 
be capable of managing a vessel. They will be used to 
the felling of trees, and. understand how to fortify and 
barricade the high roads ; and above all, they will not 
easily become fatigued, because they are all active men^ 
and used to the hardest of labor. Their officers will 
require no attendance or servants ; for they will, if neces- 
sary, clean and shoe their own horses, pitch their own 
tents, and share personally the labor of their fellow- 
soldiers in the construction of fortifications and new 
roads. It was by the indefatigable exertions of tha 
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militia that, in the war of independence, the British 
troops were harassed in every direction, and. often sur- 
prised by the rapidity of the American marches, in the 
worst of seasons, and on roads of their own construction. 
The fortifications of Bunker's Hill (Breed's Hill) were 
constructed in one night; those of Dorchester Heights, 
which, commanded the city of Boston, and caused its 
evacuation by the British. troops, from night-fall till ten 
o'clock in the morning,* and with the same rapidity was 
the city of New Orleans fortified. Behind entrench- 
ments, or in a terrain coupe, the American militia are 
truly formidable, for they are excellent marksmen, and 
possess the agility of hunters. They compose a body 
which may be a hundred times defeated, and will be a 
hundred times re-organized; for theyare animated by 
the same spirit which gave life and power to their coun- 
try, and are themselves the citizens of that country. 
They are, from the geographical position of the United 
States, only required to act on the defensive ; while their 
enemies would have to march through a territory: in 
which discipline would not £Lvail, and in which they would 
be exposed to the merciless aim of the western rifle. 

On the whole, the Americans are remarkably fond of 
military parade and honors; The titles of captain, 
major, and colonel,<are flung in every direction; bat be* 
ing applied indiscriminately to all, no superiority is im- 
plied in the distinction. The militia system indulges 
their martial spirit, without the expense and danger 
attending a standing army, and afibrds suflicient scope 
for the reasonable ambition of individuals. As to the 
peculiar adaptation of Americans to the performance of 
military duties, my impression is, that the northern, and 
eastern states would furnish very useful troops, the 
southern states the most chivalrous, and the west a pecu- 
liar, valorous species, partaking of the courage and 
pertinacity of the Indians. 

* Botta. ** Sloria della Guerra delV Jndependeiiza degli Stati Uniii 
d* America," Libro seslo. 
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POLITICAL PROSPECTS OP AMERICA. — UNIVERSAL SUPFRA6E» 

—STATE OF PARTIES. RELATIVE POSITION OF NORTH 

AND SOUTH AMERICA. OP NORTH AMERICA, WITH RE- 
GARD TO ENGLAND AND THE REST OF THE WORLD.—* 
CONCLUSION. 



As the origin and progress of the United States are 
without a parallel in history, so do her political career 
and prospects not admit of a comparison with the rise 
and fall of the ancient republics, which were neither in 
form nor substance similar to those of America. Since 
those times, the condition of the civilised world has un- 
dergone a serious change, not only as regards the relation 
of the governed to their rulers, but also in the position 
which the different states themselves have assumed with 
regard to each other. The spirit of Christianity, which 
it seems is, after a lapse of eighteen hundred years, but 
now beginning to unfold its true genius, the art of print- 
ing, and the establishment of posts have revolutionized 
the world, and are continuing to act as reformers on 
every member of the human family. The invention of 
gunpowder has equalized the physical conditions ; while 
the periodical press is laboring to assert the power of 
numbers, in opposition to the privileges of the favored 
few* 

The history of former ages is fraught principally with 
the systematic accounts of the robberies and depreda- 
tions, committed by one people upon another ; in which 
the masses appear and disappear, but as passive instru- 
ments in the hands of their rulers. The history of the 
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world was the history of a few individuals, who elevated 
whole nations by their prosperity, or involved them in 
general ruin. In this sense, the kings of the earth were 
truly. the representatives of eternal justice, and it was 
but natural for the people to look upon them as imme- 
diate emanations from the Godhead. 

Even the histories of Greece and Rome make no excep- 
tion to this rule. For, although animated by an expansive 
spirit which was capable of grasping the world, the 
masses, which represent the natural interests of man, 
were still in a state of childhood — the lifeless satellites of 
a few radiant stars. The fate of the heroes <^ the ancient 
world excites even now greater sympathies than that of 
our contemporaries; because they felt and acted as the 
moral agents of their respective nations, and their rise or 
fall was the birth or funeral of a whole people. The 
Roman" republic died with Brutus ; but the martial genius 
of France was not crushed by the fall of Napoleon. 
• With the discovery of America commences a new 
historical era. Already had ideas heen multiplied ; the 
invention of printing had furnished a means of perpetuat- 
ing them with the masses, and the latter were gradually 
arriving at a state of pupillarity. The mind had begnift 
to assert its empire, and to level the conditions of men. 
'Opposed to inert material force was the moving power of 
intelligence ; and the people themselves had begun to 
assume a part in the historical drama. 

In vain were weapons forged to combat liberty of con- 
science ; in vain did ecclesiastical and political powers 
•unite to oppose the progress of philosophy. The march 
of intellect cannot be impeded by physical obstacles : 
ideas are eternal and imperishable, and the light once 
dawning on the world, could not again be changed into 
darkness. The sun once risen, has to complete his 
bright career, before it can again sink below the horizon, 
and suffer night to reassume its empire. The interests 
of truth and humanity had been proclaimed paramount 
even to national distinctions; and instead of fighting the 
wars of their princes,' the people had begun to reflect on 
their own position and safety. Arts and sciences had 
become the comnifon wealth of nations, and civilization 
had made them unite as members of one and the same 
family. 
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But the new empire of the mind existed only in men's 
ideas ; it was destitute of physical power : it had no 
existence in time and space. The inalienable rights of 
men were clashing with the privileges of the favored ; and 
the growing spirit of liberty opposed to the birthright of 
kings. In vain had the people struggled to obtain for it 
a limited territory ; when a peaceful mediation presented 
itself — ^the settlement of a new continent. In this project 
both parties joined, one from a hope of realising the 
practical application of its principles; the other to rid 
itself of a dangerous enemy, whose existence at home 
filled their minds with apprehensions of dangers. That 
the discovery and settlement of America did not take 
place vsooner, that the most fertile part of the American 
continent was settled by the English, — the nation which 
Was furthest advanced in political philosophy — we must 
ascribe to that power which presides equally over the 
destinies of nations and individuals. Had the new con- 
tinent been settled one century sooner, the whole feudal 
system and its miseries would have been entailed upon it^ 
and instead of the intelligence of Europe, America 
would now reflect the melancholy picture of its suffering 
millions. 

The settlement of the United States took place under 
more favorable circumstances than ever attended the birth 
of a nation. It was effected, in the outset, on principles 
the most pure and philosophical, and encountered no 
serious moral obstacle in its progress. The government* 
of America was not a problem ; but a proposition which 
had been demonstrated, and to which the declaration 
of independence was isut a corollary. 

The seed of liberty found in Europe no soil favorable 
to its germination; but it flourished luxuriantly in 
America ; and has since so multiplied that there is no 
fear of its ever becoming extinct.- The United States 
have assumed a rank amongst the most powerful nations 
on the globe ; but their strength lies in the moral justice 
of their government. America possesses not only the 
elements of power, but her onward march is hailed by 
the sympathies of increasing civilization. Her cause is 
adopted by the people of all countries ; and instead of 
exciting jealousies^ her progress is identified with the 
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success of liberal principles throughout the worl^. Ameri- 
ca has become the representative of freedom, and as such 
is destined to act as the animating principle on the rest 
of mankind. 

If Russia had ten times the physical power of the 
United States, her progress would still be uncertain ; for 
she has not the means of adapting her goyernment to the 
spirit of the age. Her way is through darkness and op- 
pression ; while every new idea which quickens into life 
and becomes the property of thousands, is enlarging the 
power of America. Both, countries are developing im- 
mense natural resources, and progress with a rapidity 
which threatens the independence .of other nations; but 
Russia is the evil geniuii of history ; while America is its 
guardian angel. The power of Russia is^ opposed to the 
interests of humanity ; that of the United States is based 
upon wisdom and justice. 

Russia, in order to preserve her power, is obliged to 
retain the masses in ignorance, and therebv to make her 
people inferior to all others. Reform, which gives new 
power and increases the political life of other nations, 
she must dread as the harbinger of death ; for it would 
divide her ranks, and dismember her empire. She 
possesses a territory occupied not by one homogeneous 
mass of intelligence ; but by some five or six dozen 
savage hordes, subjected to her government by a military 
despotism. 

The power of Russia rests on her bayonets ; that of 
America on the superiority of mind over brute force. 
They are to each other as darkness to light. If the 
power of Russia has been rapidly extending itself over a 
large portion of Asia, and Europe, it has created no new 
life in either continent ; and her aggrandizement is rather 
the subject of statistics and political geography, than 
matter of universal history. The Americans have in- 
creased their territory by intelligence. Wherever they 
have gone they have created new life ; and their country 
is yet in travail to give birth to powerful states. 

Nor is this the only manner in which the power of 
America increases. The principles of liberty have been 
espoused by other nations, who have become her natural 
aihes. Despotism may still claim their territory ; but 
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liberty rules in the minds of the people. In tbis sense 
the influence of America extendi to the ?ery frontiers o£ 
Russia, and penetrates even into her empire. The day 
of battle must come ; the war of principles must ensue ; 
but it will not be the peaceable abodes of the Americana 
which will be made the scenes of horror and bloodshed. 

The position of America with regard to her defence 
against an external foe, is similar to that of China; but 
she possesses infinitely greater powers of attack. To 
her means of national defence, she joins courage and en- 
terprise ; and instead of the brutalizing despotism of the 
Orientals, she is animated by the spirit of liberty. From 
foreign enemies; therefore, America has nothing to di'ead : 
let us examine her prospects within. 

Three great enemies are supposed to exist against the 
union of the American States : — slavery ; the geographical 
distinctions of the north, south, and west ; and last though 
not least in the accounts of politicians, the hcentiousness 
of the lower classes, which, it is feared, will be the ulti- 
mate consequence of universal suffrage. 

With regard to slavery I have already expressed my 
opinion in Chapter XI ; I am therefore only to explain 
the manner in which its existence acts as a means of 
disseminating discord — or a cement, which, by rendering 
the two sections of the country dependent on one another^ 
is an additional guarantee of the Union. I am inclined 
to believe the latter; though I am ready to admit that 
the north is more independent of the south, than the 
south of the north, and that, on this account, the slave-? 
holding states will always be jealous of the power ac- 
quired by the north. It is true, the continuation of 
slavery in the southern states is connected with many 
dangers, some of which are almost as much to be dreaded 
as those which are inseparable from it sabolition ; yet, as 
long as the Union remains, the negroes need not excite 
fear; for any resistance on their part would instantly be 
checked by the north. The south, therefore, is bound to 
conciliate the friendship of the northern and western 
states ; but, in return, exchanges with them its riches. 
The southern states are the best customers of the northern 
manufacturers and merchants ; and by confining them- 
lelves principally to the growing of cotton and rice, kec^p 
up the price of the western produce. 
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The exports of America consist chiefly of southern 
produce ; that of cotton alone surpasses the sum total of 
all the rest. During the operation of the late tariff, the 
south contributed, in proportion, the by far greatest part 
to the national revenue, and the measure itself was pro-t 
posed by the southern statesmen. The returns for the 
southern produce being principaily brought to the northern 
ports, it is, in fact, the north which reaps all the advaiH 
tages of the southern states; while the inhabitants of 
the latter are merely the storekeepers of its wealth. The 
negro slaves of America work as much for the prosperity 
of the northern states as for their own masters: they 
create the capital with which the genius of the north 
pursues its manufactures and commerce. 

In case of a separation of the states, this source of 
wealth would inevitably be lost to the rrOrth ; for-the 
south itself would be compelled to establish manufactures, 
and to seek another channel for its exports. The north 
would at best be but a competitor for the southern trade ; 
while at present it monopolizes it without a rival. 

But the south is connected with the north yet by other 
ties. Nearly all the merchants and traders in the south- 
ern states are emigrants from the north. Through their 
hands, and those of their correspondents, passes nearly 
all the property of which the planters are possessed. 
Now, it is evident that, in case of a separation, this por* 
tion of the southern population would either be ejected, or 
obliged to take sides with their employers. In the first 
case they would be ruined; in the last compelled to fnce 
their own brethren. 

Finally, we might suppose the north, capable of sub* 
duing the south, if the climate of those states were adapt- 
ed to the constitution of the whites ; but even this would 
not increase the wealth of the north. The inhabitants of 
the northern states derive, at present, greater advantages 
from the south, than they could hope for, from an actual 
possession of its soil. At present, the south is furnishing 
them with the materials of industry ; as planters, they 
would have to furnish them themselves, and bear the tax 
of their production. Instead of advancing, they would 
have to recede one step, and surround themselves once 
more with those evils, from which they have so happily 
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escaped. But the south and north are too well balanced 
to render such a conquest probable ; and there is, be- 
sides, a western power, whose interests are identified 
with the progress of both, which would never permit such 
a war. 

I consider the progress of the west, as I have once al- 
ready observed, as one of the greatest safeguards of the 
union and liberties of America. It contains the most 
enterprising population of the United States; and is noted 
for its republican spirit. In case of a quarrel between 
the north and the south, the western interest would be 
appealed to ; and in whose favor it would declare, oja 
that side would be the victory. But even in this case, 
the union of the west with either party, would oblige the 
other to yield, or expose its own independence. Neither 
is. the west more independent of the north and south, than 
those states of each other. One portion of its produce is 
exported to, and consumed in, the north ; the other fol- 
lows the course of the Mississippi, and passes into the 
southern territory. Shut the mouth of the Mississippi, 
and the canals and railroads of the states of New York, 
and Pennsylvania, and the west will be blockaded as 
effectually as if a cordon had been established on its bor- 
ders. 

But there is yet a fourth party in the United Statest 
composed of elements which, though less distinguished 
from the rest by physical and geographical differences, 
are, nevertheless, strongly united by a common origin and 
certain moral characteristics, which mark them as a dis- 
tinct people. I refer to the inhabitants of New England. 
The eastern states, as they are commonly termed, must 
become the manufacturing district of America, and will) 
as such, be equally interested in maintaining a good un- 
derstanding with the south, which can never become their 
successful rival ; but will furnish them the best market 
for their manufactures. 

The presence of so many parties must evidently serve 
to neutralise their mutual effect on one another, and pre- 
vent any one of them from domineering over the rest. 
Every attempt of this kind, would be deprecated by pub- 
lic opinion, — ^the only real power which exists in the Uni- 
ted States. But the prosperity of all parties is pledged 
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ID the continaance of peace. The money of the portheni 
capitalists is now freely circulating throughout the Unioo^ 
and is equally benefiting the west and south. The iDdufik 
try and success of individuals are not supported by arpar- 
ticular section of the country ; but depend on the good 
-will and co-operation of all. The enterprising spirit of 
New England would be stifled, or at least checked, if 
the west and south did not furnish it aliment. On the 
other hand, the west could not realise the value of its pro- 
duce, if the north and south were unwilling to become its 
purchasers; and the south could not be secured the quiet 
possession of its slaves, if the planters could not rely on 
the active assistance of the north. 

From the beginning of their existence, to the present 
hour the fate of the American Colonies was identified 
with their mutual friendship and good understandiqg. 
From the first moment of their existence, their interests 
were so intimately connected with each other that they 
voluntarily established that Union which has since become 
the means of their greatness. The same causes are still 
operating, with a tenfold greater force, than at the time 
of the revolution. Their mutual interests in the Union 
have increased and continue to augment every year. . The 
mere pecuniary losses which would result from a separsr 
tion are incalculable. Industry, commerce, and Agri- 
culture would be checked in every part of the country, 
and the enterprise of individuals confined to the narrow 
limits of single states and territories. There is no real 
-advantage to be gained by any of the parties, at all equal 
to the loss it would inevitably have to sustain ; and it is 
therefore not to be supposed that the United States, even 
with the most sordid view to their separate interests, will 
ever seriously entertain a thought of separation. But as 
long as tlTe nation at large is not infected with this pest, 
the ambition of individuals must wreck against the firm- 
ness and good sense of the people. War and strife have 
ever been promoted by only a few ; the masses have had 
nothing to gain by them. In proportion, therefore, as 
the latter become capable of understanding their own in- 
terests, armed opposition must cease, not only in Ameri- 
ca, but in every part of the world. The unhappy doctrine 
that the ruin of one country establishes the greatness of 
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another, does not even hold of two neighboring kingdoms ; 
mach less of two sister states, united under one and the 
same general government. 

Neither does the progress of American legislation ex- 
hibit the least symptoms of inimical feelings between the 
different parties. South Carolioa, it is true, resisted the 
tariff; but the rest of the United States were willing to 
repeal the obnoxious law, and at the same time deter- 
mined to enforce it, till it should be repealed. The 
southern states complained at the undue interference with 
their slaves ; and immediately the different states of the 
north pass the strongest resolutions, censuring the pro* 
ceedings of the abolitionists, and prohibiting their inter- 
ference in the future. The same sentiments have since 
been espoused even by the lowest classes, while the 
preachers of abolition have been driven from their homes 
and the pulpit. The south claimed the exclusive right of 
legislating on the subject of slavery, aright which belongs 
to them by the very letter of the constitution, but which, 
of late, had been made the subject of serious discussion ; 
and immediately Congress passes a vote, that the govern- 
ment of the United States has no right to interfere with it. 
Incendiary pamphlets are sent into the southern states ; 
but the government of the Union orders the postmasters 
not to deliver them. Does this look like oppression on 
the part of the majority which now uphold the govern- 
ment ? * Can the south, under these circumstances, com- 
plain of the undue interference of the north ? And is it 
not evident that, even in the case of interference, the 
Union has the power to protect them ? 

Edmund Burke, in his address to the Americans, in 
behalf of the minority of the House of Commons, fore- 
saw the power which some of the American states would 
acquire over others ; and with sagacious forecast coun- 
selled them to adhere to a government, which should have 
the power of protecting them against each other's ag- 
gressions. This power, though Burke applied it only to 

■ * It is but justice to say that the respectable part of the opposition 
are as much opposed to the doctrines and practices of the abolitionists, 
as the supporters of the present administration ; and that, in general, 
there is no political party in the United States, opposed to the interests 
of the planters. 
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the British king and pai-liament, is evidently vested in 
Congress. As long as the Union lasts, the small states 
will be protected ; but severed from the bulk of the re- 
public, they must be swallowed up by their more powerful 
neighbors. 

The small states of the German Confederation were 
much more independent during the Empire than they are 
now, governed by sovereign princes. Prussia and Aus- 
tria have each but four votes at the Diet ; but these jotes- 
are backed by five hundred thousand bayonets ; and their 
propositions, therefore, meet with no opposition. Austria,. 
in the shape of advice, interferes more with the minor 
states than she ever did, or could do, while her emperors 
were emperors of Germany, and required the support of 
those states. 

I do not believe, that, at present, there can be found 
one candidate for office in the northern states, professing 
to be an abolitionist ; and if he were such, the state of 
public opinion is so changed within the last year, that he 
would not have the least chance of being elected. The 
fanaticism of a few publishers and printers of newspapers 
is all that remains of the whole abolition plot ; and these 
cannot find an office in New York willing to insure their 
property. The abolitionists were never regularly organ- 
ized, and would have scarcely been able to injure the 
feelings of the planters, if, in the outset, they had not 
been too insignificant to attract public attention. This 
evidently shows the disposition of all parties to reconcile 
each other's good wijl, by making the utmost concessions 
which are compatible with their mutual independence. 

That the moral arguments in favor of the Union, to 
which I have already alluded in the eleventh chapter, and 
the dread of the calamities which would result from its 
dissolution, are daily more engrossing the public mind, is 
a fact beyond the possibility of doubt or controversy. The 
Americans speak of the probability of such an event, but 
still use every means to prevent its occurrence : they are 
aware of the danger, and provide for an early remedy. 
The conversation of southerners turns seldom on the sub- 
ject ; but at the north it is a common topic but too often 
discussed before strangers There are men who are so 
palsied by the approach of dangers, that their very fears 
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accelerate the unfortunate events which they dread : ^ but 
the Union of America rests on a broader basis than mere 
individual speculation; it is founded on the material, 
moral, and political interests of the people ; the people 
understand these interests, and are at liberty to follow 
their own judgment. 

There is yet another peculiar feature of the American 
character which must have a strong influence on the 
stability of the Union. No people in the world are more 
fond of magnitude and extension. An American would, in 
his own phraseology, think himself ** belittled^* if he were 
to be called a *« citizen of New York " or ** Pennsylvania." 
He must have room for expansion ; for, in his mind, he 
has already anticipated the possession of the whole con- 
tinent. 

The greatest pleasure of an inhabitant of th« United 
States consists in sai^ling up and down the Mississippi, 
several thousand miles, without meeting an impediment 
to his progress. How completely destructive to his 
dreams of greatness would be the thought of being arrest- 
ed, half a dozen times, on his way to New Orleans, as he 
would pass from one state or territory into another, or 
received as a stranger in a land which he now calls his 
own. The northerner would have to stop his locomotive 
in the same manner, on his way to business and amuse- 
ment. He would scarcely be able to accept an invitation 
to dine with a friend, without having a passport or a 
permit from the governors of the different states through 
which he would have to pass, on his proceeding to the 
place of rendezvous. 

The idea of separation strikes most Americans not 
only as a political calamity, but also — as it ought to do- 
as an absolute and permanent .degradation. They know 
that they would forfeit the respect of the world, and that 
a New Yorker or New Englander would not command 
the same attention in Europe, which is now so liberally 
extended to an American. They feel obliged to defend 
the Union, as they would their individual honors ; and be- 
hold in its continuance the surety of their happiness and 
power. 

But in addition to all the moral and physical causes 
which act in favor of the Union, there exists amongst the 
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Americans, notwithstanding the frequent appearances to 
the contrary, a strong mutual attachment, and a love of 
country, which is always translated into a love of the 
United States. This feeling is the stronger between the 
different states, as it extends, in a measure, e?en to 
England. The Americans still love the country which 
gave them birth, and protected their early infancy, and 
of whose constitution and laws they have preserved so 
valuable a part. Whatever may have been their feelings 
at the time of resisting the British Government^ they must 
still consider themselves as one and the same people with 
the British, and, as such, cherish a sincere affection for 
their brethren across the Atlantic. There may have ex- 
isted a sectional feeling in New England, since her in- 
habitants have been repeatedly reproached with it; but 
it is now fast yielding to more enlarged and national 
views, and it was always connected with the strongest 
sympathies for their brethren of the south and west. 

At the commencement of the revolutionary war, the 
state of Massachusetts was, with Virginia, the most en<' 
lightened and powerful province of all the British posses? 
sions of America. Her councils and her example animat* 
ed the other states in the struggle for liberty, and she 
Jhad, for a long time, the greatest influence on the delib- 
erations of Congress. In proportion as the south, and 
especially the west, increased in population, the power 
and influence of New England diminished ; but her intel- 
ligence remained, and created a sad disproportion between 
her moral and physical resources. The New England 
states, therefore, have, until lately, enjoyed the reputation 
of being the most aristocratic in the Union ; because it 
was their interest to increase the power of the Senate, in 
which their moral" superiority could avail, and to check, 
if possible, the rapid progress of universal suffrage, and 
the power vested in the House of Representatives ; be- 
cause their numerical force must diminish every year in 
proportion as the west becomes settled. 

Each state, namely, sends two senators to Congress ; 
but the number of representatives is in proportion to the 
population. The six New England states, Maine, New- 
Hampshire, Vermont, Massachusetts, Connecticut, and 
Rhode Island, send together thirty-eight representatives ; 
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of which Maine furnishes eight, New Hampshire five, 
Massachusetts twelve, Rhode Island two, and Con- 
necticut six. The number of representatives from New 
York is thirty, that of Pennsylvania menty-eight, and of 
Ohio nineteen. Ohio did not even exist in 1800, but has 
now more than fifty per cent, more influence in the 
Congress than the old colony of Massachusetts. Th^ 
state of New York, which, during the revolutionary war, 
and immediately after, was much inferior to Massachu- 
setts, has now alone as much influence as five of the New 
England states together; and Pennsylvania has nearly as 
much. But in the Senate the case is reversed. New 
England alone has twelve senators, while the large state 
of New York has but two. The New England states, 
therefore, when united, command, in the senate, six times 
the influence of the state of New York. This is suflS- 
cient to produce a sort of ^^ state-aristocracy ^^ which, 
indeed, has for a long time existed in the Senate. A 
small number of the whole population of the United 
States, or at least a minority, might, in the Senate, op- 
pose the wishes of by far the majority of the people; 
while in the House of Representatives, the masses decide 
in a national manner, independent of states and local 
interests. In the House of Representatives the New 
England states must daily lose more and more of their 
influence, which must eventually be almost entirely ab- 
sorbed by the growing west; but in the Senate, her in- 
terests will yet, for a long time, be fully and ably repre- 
sented. A number of English writers have accounted for 
this species of state-aristocracy, by asserting that the 
superior education of the people of New England must 
naturally make them Tories ; but I have never seen in 
the toryism of New England, any thing but a very clear 
perception of their own political, commercial and manu- 
facturing interests. 

But these feelings of the inhabitants of the eastern 
states, which may sometimes influence their political 
proceedings, are far from destroying their amicable rela- 
tions with the south and west. The western states more- 
over, have been explored and settled, principally, by 
emigrants from New England, who will always cherish 
a warm affection for << the land of the pilgrioas," though 
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their political feelings may become changed with the 
circumstances of their position. 

Nothing, indeed, is more common in the United States^ 
than to hear the people of the north entertain their guests 
with the severest criticism on the manners and habits of 
the south. But if a foreigner join in the controversy, be 
will soon be avoided, and the offence be considered as 
national. In the same manner, one may hear the south- 
erners indulge themselves in sarcasms at the north ; but 
it would be exceedingly unguarded in a stranger to inai- 
tate so dangerous an example, as the interference would 
always be followed by a total exclusion from society. 
The Americans often quarrel with each other, but no 
sooner is any portion of them attacked by a stranger, 
than they are all united, and ready to oppose him as 
citizens of one and the same country. 

The same is the case with the different political par- 
ties. An Englishman will often be astonished with the 
ultra-tory speeches of American politicians, and at their 
great veneration for kings and princes, expressed some«> 
times, in terms of more slavish obedience than he would 
be able to hear in any part of Europe ; but he is mistaken 
if he believes one half of them to express their real senti- 
ments. The Americans frequently manifest their utter 
contempt for democracy, mob-government, &c.; but no 
sooner will any one attack the constitution of the United 
States, the wisdom of their statesmen and legislators, the 
happy influence of republican institutions on the general 
information and prosperity of the people, than they will 
oppose him with all the vehemence and enthusiasm of 
which they are capable ; and develope, in the course of 
their arguments, those essential principles of radicalism, 
which they pretend to despise in others. 

Their contempt for democracy, it will be perceived, is 
purely personal ; they do not like the men, but they are 
sincerely attached to the principles of a democratic gov- 
ernment ; and their spurious respect for personal distinc- 
tions is always based on a proper regard for the superi- 
ority.' of ^t heir own qualifications. They may bow to 
kings and nobles, and even express a wish of conjuring 
them up in their own country ; but it is the moral and 
physical impossibility of realising such an event, which 
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causes such heedless expressions. Nothing could be 
more mal a propos, than a sudden gratification of theiir 
desire; which would place them precisely in the same 
predicament, as the unfortunate man with the three wishe* 
in the fairy tale. 

The same I have noticed with the democrats. They 
will do all in their power to deprive their antagonists of 
political influence, and, like their opponents, will not al- 
ways be particularly nice in the choice of their weapons; 
but if any stranger presume to join them, they are always 
ready to defend the character, intelligence and even 
patriotism of their political foes. I remember, par- 
ticularly on one occasion, to have expressed an opinion 
with regard to the qualifications of a certain statesman, 
precisely the same which the gentleman whom I address- 
ed had been in the habit of publishing for many years. I 
did this merely to learn his sentiments on the subject, and 
was therefore not a little surprised to hear him qualify 
and explain them entirely to the advantage of his antago- 
nist ; whose talents, ingenuity and honor he eulogised in 
a manner which prevented me effectually from making 
any further remarks. " You are right in principle," 
added he, '* but you do not* understand the working of it* 
You are yet a stranger to the feelings of the community* 
You are 2i foreigner.'*^ 

It is, in fact, very dangerous, for persons who intend 
residing in the United States, to attack any one of their 
institutions or public men, even in presence of those who 
oppose them. The Americans are very sensitive with 
regard to every thing belonging to them as a nation ; 
and a person excluded from society in one part of the 
country, will not easily obtain admission to it in another. 
If there be any thing really striking in the national feelings 
of Americans, it is their remarkable unanimity on all im- 
portant questions of state, and a community of senti- 
ments and feelings, in a country so diversified in soil and 
climate. 

As one of the causes which must eventually destroy the 
government, and the Union of the states, many political 
writers assign the growing spirit of democracy, and the 
principle of universal suffrage, introduced in most of the 
states. I must confess I look upon democjracy, as it 
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exists in the United States, as a means of preserving 
peace and the Union ; and would sooner trust the safety 
of the state to the large majority of the American people, 
than to any faction ever so much enlightened and skilled 
in the art of government. The origin, manners, and 
hahits of Americans are democratic, and nothing short 
of a pure democracy could have ever contented them. 
Under any other form of government they would neces- 
sarily approach a revolution ; but, settled into a democ- 
racy, the power is placed at its fountain, and there can 
be no misconstruction as to its origin or application. As 
long as the people, for whom government is instituted* 
continue to rule, no faction will dare show its head : when 
the people cease to rule, then will commence the intrigues 
of parties ; not before. 

At the present moment, the majority govern with .a 
supremacy, and a submission on the part of the minority, 
which inspires universal faith in the government; hy 
making it strong without and capable of upholding the 
law within. Anarchy is the bugbear with which the en- 
lightened opposition endeavor to frighten the supporters 
of democracy ; but the increased facilities of credit, and 
the amount of banking operations and speculations in 
western lands, afford the clearest proof of their implicit 
confidence in the strength and efficiency of the govern- 
ment, to protect liberty, life and .property. The govern- 
ment of the United States was, in the first instance, 
established on the broadest and most liberal basis. De- 
mocracy, in its widest sense, was contained in the very 
letter of the constitution, and in the declaration of inde- 
pendence. But it was not a mob which was introduced 
into power, — for that never existed in America ; it was 
the people at large, who had achieved their liberation. 
As the resources of the United States became more and 
more developed, a class of wealthy citizens sprung up, 
who, dreading the consequences of a democracy, or 
rather anarchy, as it then existed in France, intended to 
seize upon the government as it then was, and prevent 
the masses from participating in it, as an uncontrolled 
sovereign power. I do not mean to say that their motives 
were necessarily bad : they may have been actuated by 
patriotism^ and a sincere desire of promoting the public 
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good ; yet it is but natural to suppose that the usual 
share of vanity, which falls to every man's lot, may have 
induced them to consider themselves as the best persons 
in whom to repose public trust, without that scrupulous 
regard for the qualifications of others, which a love of 
justice, and a disinterested attachment to their country 
might have required. 

They commenced, in the first place, with the Senate, 
which represents the states, and not directly the people. 
They constantly endeavor to increase its power, and to 
diminish that of the representatives. I have before re- 
marked that New England, in particular, was so situated 
as to have most to gain from such a measure ; while, on 
the other hand, she had most to dread from an increase 
of popular power. But the democratic spirit of the peo- 
ple soon overthrew all the sagacious doctrines of a 
*♦ strong," ** concentrated," ** enlightened" government, 
which *' should have the power of acting on the people," 
and, in case of resistance, bring them to a proper under- 
standing of their own interests, ** of which the people 
themselves are never competent judges." 

The unfortunate events of the French revolution seem- 
ed to offer a sufficient apology for the political zeal with 
which, at an early period of the history of the American 
republic, democratic opinions and doctrines were com- 
foatted. But the circumstances of the two countries had 
nothing in common with each other. The Americans 
in establishing a democracy, avoided a revolution ; the 
French had to create one ; at least a moral one ; for the 
minds of the people were not prepared for it. The 
Americans had accomplished their object, and were only 
insuring to themselves the permanent and quiet possession 
of their acquired rights ; the French were fighting for 
them with foreign and internal foes. The Americans 
had always been freemen, from the earliest establishment 
of their colonies ; the French had been slaves previous 
to the revolution of 1789. In America, equality was to 
be preserved by preventing one class from arrogating to 
themselves certain exclusive privileges, which might have 
enabled them to domineer over the others ; in France 
men who possessed power were to be divested of it, and 
reduced to an equality with the rest. 
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Democracy, in America, has always had justice in its 
favor. It was the democratic spirit of America which 
prevented the introduction of titled distinctions into the 
colonies; it was the democratic spirit of the country, 
which at an early period resisted the unjust pretensions 
of the British government; and it was the spirit of 
democracy which finally achieved the independence. 
The democrats, since the revolution, never deprived any 
party of their lawful power or property ; they did not even 
wish to effect a change ; but they desired to retain their 
public servants no longer than they chose -or thought con- 
sistent with their own safety ; and appointed others in 
their stead who were equally men of their own choice, 
and the representatives of public opinion. They knew 
admirably well that a long exercise of power, must finally 
identify the power with the incumbent, and were, there* 
fore, exceedingly anxious to remind their rulers, as often 
as possible, of the fact that the fee-simple is in them, and 
that no other party in the state possesses sovereign power. 
They were instinctively impressed with the truth of Livy 
'' Libertatis magna custodia est, si magna imperia esse nan 
sines, et temporis modus imponalur; '' and laid it down as a 
maxim, that rotation in office is the only safeguard of 
republican institutions. 

All this was contained in the very charter of the coun- 
try ; and the opposers of democracy in America, if they 
wish to remain consequent in their arguments, must re- 
trace their steps, and censure the first acts of the colonial 
assemblies, which clashed with the decrees of the royal 
governors. Nor would this suffice. They would have 
to go back to the history of Britain ; and condemn the 
fathers of their country, for emigrating to the shores of 
New England. 

The present administration has, more than any pre- 
vious one, carried out the principles of pure democracy. 
The federal (state) party was gradually dying away, 
when at once an opportunity presented itself, of reviving 
its ancient doctrines, by the forming of a new party 
which called itself ^' national republican.'' But this 
being in turn defeated by the uncompromising spirit of 
democracy, a new name was invented to rally its scattered 
fragments, and accordingly, they assumed the ingenious 
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name of *' whi^s," while they stigmatised the democrats 
as '* tories," an appellation which never sounded yery 
grateful to American ears. 

To describe the various principles embraced or pro- 
fessed by these parties, would be to repeat a twice-told 
tale. Those of the democratic party have never seriously 
altered, from the commencement of the revolution to the 
present day ; and consisted in making every power of the 
state immediately dependent on the people. Those of the- 
federalists, national republicans, and modern whigs, have 
occasionally undergone an apparent change. The party 
were careful to avoid general opposition, abandoned, oc- 
casionally, some of their most obnoxious doctrines — at 
least for a time, until they should have an opportunity of 
rising once more into power — and sailed, when prudence 
required it, under false colors. But with all the incli* 
nations and variations of their political compass, the point 
they were always endeavoring to make, was to confide 
power to comparatively few, and to deprive the masses of 
the privilege of voting. They take it as a political axiom 
that the people can never govern themselves ; because 
the people are never sufficiently enlightened for that pur- 
pose ; and yet they expect that the people, who now pos- 
sess the power, will have sufficient good sense voluntarily 
to surrender it to them ; and to appoint them trustees of 
the wealth, wisdom, and progress of the nation. 

The federal party deny that all men are born ** free 
and equal,'* — the very words used in the American dec- 
laration of independence, — and yet, in their arguments, 
will adduce the example of Greece, Rome, England and 
France, and maintain that one nation is exactly like 
another, because human nature is everywhere the same. 
They thus admit that their own does not differ from that 
of the rest of mankind ; but that circumstances have ele- 
vated them to a proud eminence over their fellow-crea- 
tures. They are, in fact, admirably fit to govern^ and this 
is a sufficient reason for them to claim the government; 
and to deride those, who from sheer ignorance, are con- 
tinuing to rule themselves and their antagonists, when 
they might resign the irksome task to the more intelligent 
and learned. The federal party have studied the art of 
government, and reduced it to a science. They can prove 
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** by a plus 6, divided by z ; that the sheep must be red, 
and die with the small-pox," * when their ignorant oppo- 
nents would never know more than that it was a sheep. 
The sum and substance of their argument is this. The 
people must be led in order to prevent them from taking 
a wrong direction, or from remaining too far behind. In 
order to lead them, it is, of course, necessary, that some 
citizens (always the enlightened and scientific) should be 
placed at the head, with sufficient power to compel the 
rest to follow. All this is evidently for the good of the 
people, which the people themselves do not know. But 
the people unfortunately wish to remain judges of their 
own good, and never like to have the head too far removed 
from the body. This is in truth all the difference of opin- 
ion which exists between the present parties in the United 
States, though a great deal of learning has been exhausted* 
by Mr. Hamilton and others, to account scientifically for 
the political schism. 

Whoever has been an impartial observer of the Ameri- 
cans, will have come to the conclusion that no other form 
of government, save a pure democracy, could have ever 
insured their freedom, or satisfied their love of liberty; 
and that every attempt to introduce aristocratic institu- 
tions into their country, must necessarily rouse the oppo- 
sition and indignation of the people. De Tocqueville ob- 
serves that at the present period, the nations of Curope 
have no other alternative than to choose between a de- 
mocracy and an absolute despotism ; but he might d for" 
tiori apply the same doctrine to the Americans. Without 
believing with De Tocqueville that the laws of a democ- 
racy must necessarily be imperfect, but, on the contrary, 
convinced that they must always benefit the majority or 
be soon abrogated, I am fully persuaded of the correct- 
ness of the remainder of his argument, and especially of 
the truth of his remarks on the spirit of family .t He ap- 

* Voltaire's Candide. 

t " Mais de nos jours oh. tovies Us classes acMvent de se confondrey oii 
VivMvidu disparaU de plus en plus daiis la foule^ et se perd atsiment au 
milieu de VdscuriU commune^ aujourd^hui que Vhonneur monarchique 
ayant presque perdAi son empire sans itre remplaci par la vertu, rien ne 
sotUientplus Vlunnme au dessus de Vwi^m^me^ qui peut dire ok s^arrHeraierU 
les exigences du pouvoir et les coTn/plaisances de lafaiblesse 7 
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plies this part of his argument chiefly to the condition of 
France ; but how much more must it hold with regard to 
the United States 1 If hereditary distinctions have, in a 
manner, been abolished in France, where still all their 
trappings and titles are left, they have never existed in 
America ; and the law of primogeniture was always op- 
posed to the manners and customs of the people. It 
hardly ever takes more than two or three generations to 
reduce the wealthiest families in the United States, in 
point of fortune, to an equality with the industrious class- 
es ; and in the ordinary course of nature genius Is not 
hereditary. The Americans, therefore, are not apt to 
form attachments to certain families, who have no power 
of frewarding their fidelity ; and the road to honor and 
distinction being open to all, view with peculiar jealousy 
any attempt at elevation resting on ancestral pretensions. 

Aristocracy, in America, must first be created, before 
it can exercise its influence ; but all the institutions of the 
country are totally opposed to its birth. 

Nothing indeed is more common, than to hear Ameri- 
cans themselves aver that " there is a great deal of aris- 
tocracy in their country, of which Europeans, generally, 

" TarU qiCa duri V esprit defamilUy Vhomme qui luttait contre la t/yrainr 
nie n^6tait jamais seul; il trouvait autour de lui.des cliens, des amisMri- 
diiaires, des proches. Et eel ajypui lui eUt-il manqu6 il se seMait encore 
sotUenu par ses aieux et anim^ par ses descendans. Mais quand le patri- 
moitie se divise, et quand enpeu d^amiAes Les races se coufondentj oil placer 
Vesprit de famille ? " 

* * ♦ * 

" Ceci ne mi rite-t-ii pas qu^on y songe 7 Si les hommes d£vaient ar river j 
en effet a ce point qu'il falLM les rendre tous litres ou tov^ esclaves^ totLS 
igauxen droits ou tous privis de droits? Si ceux qui gouvernent les 
sociAtis en itaient reduits d, cette alternative d'ilever gradueUement la 
fovle jusqw^ b. eux, ou de laisser tomber tous les citoyens au dessous du 
niveau dc Vhumaniti n'en serait ce pas assez pour vaincre bien des douteSj 
rassurer bien des consciences^ et preparer chacun d, faire aisiment de 

grands sacrifices 7 " 

* * « * 

" Les volonUs de la dAmocratie soni changeantes, ses agents grossiers ; 
ses lois imparfaites. Je Vaccorde. Mais sHl 6tait vrais que bientdt il ne 
dmt exister aucun intermAdiaire entre V empire de la democratie et le joug 
d^un seul, ne devrions nous pas pluldt tendre vers Vun que nous soumettre 
volontairement A Vauire 7 Et s'il fallait enfin en arriver a une compUte 
6galit6 ne voudrait-il pas mieux se laisser niveUer par la liberU que pax 
un despote 7 " — Tocqueville de la D6mocratie en Am^rique. 

35 
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are entirely unaware." Now I have remained nearly fif- 
teen years in the United States ; but I have never been 
able to discover this aristocracy, nor its trappings, pow- 
er, influence, or worshippers. I have, assuredly, known 
a variety of fashionable coteries, — at least, what in 
America would be called fashionable, — composed of 
highly respectable merchants, literary and professional 
men, politicians and others, who, it was evident, con- 
sidered themselves the nobility and gentry of fhe land ; 
but they never had the courage of avowing their senti- 
ments and pretensions in public ; and have, of late, been 
as much excluded from the government of the country, as 
they avoided being confounded with the rest of their fel- 
low-citizens. On the other hand, I have had an oppor- 
tunity of observing a class of society, again composed of 
highly respectable merchants, literary and professional 
men, politicians and others, who never exhibited the least 
symptoms of imaginary superiority over their country- 
men, but always acknowledged themselves to be public 
servants, paid and provided for by the people, and who, 
in fact, possessed considerable more power and influence 
than their aristocratic neighbors with the exclusive sen- 
timents. One party was always dreaming of influence 
and distinction, the other actually possessed them. This 
is all the difference I have ever known between the aris- 
tocracy and democracy of America. 

Universal suffrage has been decried as leading to anar- 
chy, and thence to despotism. General Jackson had al- 
ready been represented as the future dictator of the re- 
public. How have these predictions been verified? The 
democratic party have developed more union and strength 
than any previous one in power. They have reconciled 
the south with the north, and preserved the integrity of 
the Union. They have in every instance upheld the law 
and subjected states and individuals to the proper au- 
thority of Congress. They have, at the same time, ab- 
stained from any undue and unconstitutional interference 
with the internal regulations of the states, and procured 
justice for all that were injured. They have made the 
government respected abroad, and obliged even the most 
powerful nations to preserve peace and good faith with 
the United States. In short, they defeated their antago- 
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pists at home and abroad, and inspired universal confi- 
dence in the safety and stability of American institutions. 

And what has become of the dictator? He is indeed 
yet the idol of the people whose interests he endeavored 
to protect by every act of his military and political life ; 
but he is retiring from office, as all his predecessors, with 
no other personal gratification than the affections of 
America, and the admiration of Europe. He will leave 
to his successor the example of his virtue, and a govern- 
ment established on liberty and justice. 

Democratic institutions, as they exist in America, are 
without a precedent in history. The ancients never 
dreamed of a government similar to that of the United 
States ; and its very existence was precluded by the igno- 
rance of the masses, and the absence of a periodical 
press. Never, before, have the people at large partici- 
pated in, or assumed, the government of a state. All the 
arguments in the world in favor or against democracy 
must, therefore, remain conjectures till time shall have 
solved the problem. The question, in America, is no 
longer whether democracy is to be established, but whether 
it is to be changed. It exists there already, and cannot 
be abolished without a most dangerous and violent revo- 
lution. The tories are the revolutionists in America: 
the democrats are the conservatives, and adhere to the 
government. The point at issue is, whether the latter are 
to give up a form of government under which they have 
prospered, and made such immense improvements, mere- 
ly because doubts are entertained as to the possibility of 
retaining it forever ! — whether they shall surrender a 
power, which once departed from them will never return 
to its source, and to obtain which they would have to 
make new and additional sacrifices ? 

The face of the world is changed ; why should the old 
forms of government be the only ones adapted to its new 
character ? The people have acquired information and 
power ; why should they not use them in the establish- 
ment of governments, when they can do so without com- 
mitting an act of injustice to others ? Democracy in 
America, is a legitimate and historical form of government, 
and does not clash with the established manners and 
customs of the country. The most perfect despotism— « 
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that of China — has lasted for thousands of years ; why 
should liberty alone be forever banished from the earth 1 
If tyranny could find such a basis, should justice be built 
in the air? I much rather believe that the liberty of the 
ancients was not established on a basis sufficiently large 
to withstand the attacks of factions, and that the over- 
throw of their republics was chiefly owing to the little 
power which was vested in the majority of the people. 
A whole nation is seldom deceived about her true in- 
terests, and cannot be bribed by a party. The people 
may make faults, but they have always the power of re- 
pairing them, and where they have a share in the govern- 
ment, are identified with its continuance and progress. 
If it be true that '* universal history contains the judgment 
of the world,"* we must consider the downfall of Rome 
as the punishment of its political crimes, and may hope 
for the freedom of America as long as her people shall 
be worthy of it. 

Of the greatest importance to the progress of the 
United States, is the present contest of the Texians with 
the republic of Mexico. The Americans were not bound 
to assist their brethren, Who had quitted their country ; 
yet the enormous sums, and the number of volunteers 
which, since the commencement of the war, have been 
sent from the United States to assist those bold adven- 
turers, are totally incommensurate with the American 
interests in that province. It was the sympathy of coun- 
trymen, and of political friends, which procured money 
and troops for the Texians, and enabled them to repel 
the attacks of their enemies. 

I never, from the commencement of hostilities, believed 
that the Mexicans would be able to reconquer their terri- 
tory, and I certainly do not think so now ; but I am far 
from considering the annexation of Texas to the United 
States in the light of many politicians, who view in it 
only the subject of future quarrels. I think it rather 
favorable to the continuance of the Union, than threaten- 
ing to change its principles. The New England and 
northern states, generally, will at first lose a portion of 
their political influence ; but they will recover it again in 

*" Die Weltgeschichte ist das Weltgericht." — Schiller. 
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the future, enabling the south in the mean time to reas- 
sume its wonted influence in Congress. The territory of 
Texas may easily be divided into three or four indepen- 
dent states, which, for a period, would insure a majority 
of southern members in the Senate and House of Repre- 
sentatives. But I do not apprehend that the power of 
the south can ever be so far increased, as to endanger 
the safety of the north. At present, the southern states 
are jealous of a possible interference of the north with 
the institution of slavery. They are morbidly sensitive 
on this subject, because they feel that they are, in a 
measure, at the mercy of the north, who might offend 
them without dreading their revenge. By the accession 
of Texas, they will be able to defend themselves, and 
establish a system of equality, which cannot but be pro- 
ductive of greater harmony and friendship. i 

No passion is so destructive to a sincere attachment as 
fear ; nothing so opposed to a mutual good understanding 
as a mind filled with suspicion. These obstacles to 
friendship can only be avoided by a greater equality of 
position, which shall render it impossible for one party 
to injure and oppress the other. Under such circum- 
stances, an hundred concessions will be made, which the 
weaker would have refused from jealousy, and which, on 
the part of the stronger, would have had the appearance 
of condescension. Thus, the southern states of America 
may hereafter abolish slavery ; but they will not do so as 
long as the measure appears to be forced upon them ; 
and until they have the means of protecting themselves 
against the possible encroachments of the blacks. The 
more powerful the district is which becomes thus united Ij 
by the same interests, the less will they apprehend from ,!fM 
their slaves and the northern agitators ; the more chari- f 

table therefore will they be in their treatment of their 
negroes, and the more ready to listen to the voice of 
humanity. 

There is no reason to believe that the admission of 
Texas into the Union will create a distinct interest, op- 
posed to that of the northern and western states. The 
north, and a portion of the west, (those states which 
increase more rapidly than all the rest,) have no material 
interest which could be endangered by the continuance . 
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of slavery ; and the question therefore, can only be one 
of political eminence. But whatever additional power 
the south may, in this manner, acquire, must finally be 
overbalanced by the much more rapid increase of the 
white population in the western states, and can therefore 
pnly serve to re-establish, for a limited period, the position 
which the south held immediately after the establishment 
of peace. Instead of stirring up the question of slavery, 
with a view to excite prejudices which, in course of time, 
may endanger the Union, I am inclined to believe it will 
cause the subject to sleep — each party reposing on its 
own strength, until, in the natural course of events, the 
power of the north will have again surpassed that of the 
south, rendering its intentions and motives a fresh matter 
of suspicion. So far then from causing a separation, the 
annexation of Texas will be a promoter of harmony and 
friendship, and allay those prejudices which the ill-guided 
zeal of a few individuals has excited in the minds of the 
southerners. 

Neither will the financial condition of the southern and 
northern states be altered by the new accumulation of 
territory. The soil of Texas is favorable to the cultivation 
of cotton, and its climate and position, in other respects, 
similar to those of the southern states. Texas, therefore, 
can only be a competitor of the south, and perhaps de- 
press the price of cotton ; but to the north it will open an 
additional market for manufactures, and new means of 
promoting navigation and commerce. Neither will the 
condition of the west undergo a material change, except 
for the better. The inhabitants of Texas will become 
consumers of the western produce, without the least 
probability of competing with it in other markets ; and 
the west, enriched by its new customers, will furnish ad- 
ditional employment to the industry and enterprise of the 
north. In every direction it must increase the prosperity 
of the country, and enlarge the stake which the Ameri- 
cans have in the Union. The southern states will not be 
individually benefited, but their rights and privileges, as 
a whole, will receive an additional support. The northern 
states, on the contrary, will receive no such addition ; 
but they are far from standing in need of it, and will be 
satisfied with the pecuniary advantages, which they must 
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assuredly derive from so large an accession to their 
markets. 

Nor will Texas be exclusively peopled by southerners. 
No sooner will the independence of Texas be acknowl- 
edged, and the state itself be admitted into the Union, 
tiian thousands of the most active and enterprising popu- 
lation of the north, and especially New Englanders, will 
proceed thither in quest of happiness and fortune. Texas 
will not represent the prejudices of a particular section, 
but the intelligence and industry of every part of the 
United States. It will derive its capital from the north ; 
but it must, in time, benefit every section of the country ; 
though its geographical position must render it an ap- 
pendage to the southern and western states. In less 
than ten years, lines of communication will be established, 
from the. centre of the province to all the large commer- 
cial emporiums of the IJnited Stales; and a journey from 
New York to Texas will be accomplished with more ease, 
than, twenty years ago, a trip from Washington to Boston. 
Every state will have a portion of its capital invested in 
Texas, and be united to it by ties of consanguinity and 
friendship. The Texians will, in every respect, be situ- 
ated like the inhabitants of any other state in the Union ; 
but their position to Mexico will in all probability re- 
main hostile. It is difficult to foretell to what extent the 
contempt for the Spanish race, and the rapid augmenta- 
tion of their own strength, will finally lead the Americans; 
but in a further contest with Mexico the victory cannot 
be doubtful. The Mexicans bear to the United States 
very nearly the same relation as the American Indians : 
there is scarcely more union and discipline amongst 
them, though considerably less energy and bravery. 

The Mexicans, it is highly probable, will have to pay 
the penalty of their inertness, and in course of time be- 
come subject to their more industrious and enterprising 
neighbors. The whole number of pure Spaniards in 
Meoico does not amount to one miUion, which, in less 
than ten years, will scarcely be a power sufficient to with- 
stand the encroachments of the western settlers alone. 
Opposed to the United States, Mexico is but a power of 
the second or third rank, incapable of improving the ad- 
vantages of its position, and too much divided in itself, 
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ever to oppose an energetic force to a continental enemy. 
The incalculable resources of the Mexican soil, its fine 
climate, its inexhaustible mines, and the superiority of its 
geographical position, with excellent ports on the Pacific, 
will hold out sufficient temptations to the Americans, to 
venture fresh settlements on its territory, or to embroil 
the two nations ita war ; until, finally, the United States 
will extend from the river St. Lawrence to the isthmus 
of Panamas ; and from the Atlantic to the Pacific ocean. 

Neither will the progress of the Americans be arrested 
there. If they remain united, and the South American 
states do not increase in power, but, on the contrary, be- 
come more and more enfeebled by internal divisions and 
the growing oppositions of the Indians, the latter must, 
directly or indirectly, be brought to acknowledge the 
superiority of the United States. Already is the Ameri- 
can influence on those countries an object of jealousy 
with its impotent patriots; but the commencement being 
once made with Mexico, the conquest of all the remaining 
American states, and the final occupation of the whole 
continent by the Anglo-Saxon race, would be compara- 
tively easy. Mexico is the only one of those states which 
has a sufficient land force to resist an enemy. 

The settlements of the Portuguese in Brazil, and 
those of the Spaniards in Buenos Ayres, never extended 
into the interior of the country ; with whose wealth, re- 
sources, and facilities of navigation they are far less 
acquainted than the people of the United States. Their 
whole power is confined to the sea-coast, defended by a 
few frigates and minor ships of war, which, in the Eng- 
lish or American navy, would scarcely be pronounced 
sea- worthy, and commanded, for the most part, in a man- 
ner equal to the fitting-out of the vessels. The whole 
white population of Brazil does not, probably, surpass 
five or six hundred thousand ; the rest are persons of 
color and Europeans. These, even at the present mo- 
ment, could not oppose the execution of any ambitious 
design on the part of the United States, which could only 
be checked by an active interference of the European 
powers. The fate of these states depends chiefly on the 
assistance of England ; without which they may, at any 
time, become annexed to the United States, or reduced to 
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American colonies. Neither does there appear to be 
any other prospect for the tranquillity and welfare of 
those countries, than their being annexed to the United 
States. Florida and Louisiana have in this manner be- 
come wealthy; Texas will soon follow their example; 
Mexico itself will not be able to avoid its fate ; and should 
we hope for the independence of the minor states 1 

One step towards the final subjection of the whole 
American continent, was made by the people of the 
Spanish provinces themselves, in adopting the constitu- 
tion of the United States, or some similar fundamental 
law, which they will never be able fully to carry into 
execution, until they ghall have mixed with the American 
race, and acquired its customs and manners. By this 
means Louisiana has become reformed, and is now es- 
sentially an American state. We may even without 
great stretch of imagination suppose the case in whicih 
the South American republics themselves may seek the 
protection of the United States, and prefer being annex- 
ed to a powerful and free nation, to being exposed to the' 
attacks of the Indians, and the cruelty and rapacity of 
their own military chieftains. The different powers of 
Europe always quarrelled for the possession of the South 
American continent. Brazil, especially with its diamond 
mines, excited their cupidity and jealousy ; why should 
not the descendants of those powers conclude the strife, 
by uniting under one and the same government 1 When 
the United States shall have risen to that political emi- 
nence, which will enable them to make war and dictate 
peace, the powers of Europe may themselves be at war 
with each other, and be obliged to submit to such an un- 
expected aggrandisement. 

The United States hold a position, with regard to 
America, somewhat similar to that which England occu- 
pies in reference to Europe. They are the first and 
only maritime nation of the new world ; but, at the same 
time, join to it the advantages of a huge continental 
power, occupying nearly one third of the whole continent. 
They are, therefore, with regard to America, what 
France and England, joined, would be in opposition to 
the rest of Europe; only that their antagonists are less' 
intelligent, less numerousi and by far less martially in- 
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clined than the northern powers of Europe. The only 
line of communication between the large settlements on 
the coast of Brazil is by sea ; without which the whole 
country would not have a single point cTappuu But the 
navy of the United Slates is alone more numerous than 
the whole naval force of the South American and Mexican 
states ; and the private citizens — especially the western 
hunters — are better soldiers than the most experienced 
Brazilian troops of the line. The whole remainder of 
the American continent does not possess such naval ad- 
vantages as the United States. Three fourths of all the 
navigation of South America are already absorbed by 
United States' vessels ; and, under these circumstances, 
it is not probable that any of these provinces will ever 
become a strong maritime power. The fate of the South 
American republics depends on the mercy of the United 
States ; and unless they succeed in establishing regular 
governments, they may have to implore their assistance 
to be saved from inevitable destruction. 

' And is it not for the interest of the human race, that 
those beautiful countries should be settled and governed 
by a different people from those who are now vegetating 
in them, without advancing one step in any of the useful 
arts and sciences? Is it not desirable that the interior of 
the South American continent should be explored, and 
its treasures employed in ameliorating the condition of 
the human family 1 Are the luxuriant and healthy prov- 
inces of Brazil, and the valley of the La Plata never to 
yield their produce to civilised nations ; and are industry 
and commerce to be forever banished from one half of 
the American continent ? The nations who are now in- 
habiting those climes are scarcely capable of keeping 
possession of the little territory their European ancestors 
have conquered, and are daily degenerating in habits and 
principles. Their governments are insufficient to protect 
either life or property; and they are equally destitute of 
the means of improving them. Their finances are in the 
most miserable condition, and their credit entirely an- 
nihilated. The number of inhabitants, too, is far from 
increasing in a ratio similar to that of the United States ; 
end their most active citizens are Indians and Mulattos. 
J do not wish to overcharge this picture : those who are 
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acquainted with the situation and government of South 
America will readily admit the truth of my statement, to 
which I would only add that the condition of the Spanish 
and Portuguese settlements are best described, by- calling 
them exactly the reverse of the peace and prosperity of 
the United States. Mexico was the only power which 
could have opposed the progress of America. After her 
humiliation and dismemberment, the United States will 
be left without a rival. They may now blockade the 
whole American continent, as England did Europe in the 
war against Napoleon ; and the settlements being confined 
to the coast, reduce them with little opposition. 

If Europe should ever become jealous of America, it 
would not be of her physical force, but of the moral 
energy which her citizens are wont to develope, wherever 
they form settlements. It is not so much the possession 
of Mexico, but what the Americans would make of it, in 
the course of fifty years, which would cause fears and 
apprehensions in Europe. When America shall once be 
firmly established between two oceans, commanding the 
Gulf of Mexico and the Pacific ocean, she will occupy 
the centre of the world ; while Europe will act as from a 
corner. The historical theatre will be changed, and the 
centre of civilisation removed to the valley of the Missis- 
sippi. 

The centre of America is giving birth to a new race of 
beings, more powerful and athletic than the inhabitants 
of the eastern coast, and more reckless of dangers than 
any which the world has seen. Love of liberty and ad- 
venture are their strongest passions, and they combine the 
intelligence of Europeans, with the physical advantages 
of savages. They must eventually penetrate to the bor- 
ders of the Pacific, where a new life must spring up, 
different from that which the reflection of European 
civilisation has created on the shores of the Atlantic, and 
still more congenial with the most enlarged principle of 
freedom. The coast of the Pacific ocean enjoys a better 
and healthier climate than that of the eastern states, and 
is, perhaps, equally fertile. A thousand new sources of 
wealth will at once be opened to those settlers; and their 
adventurous spirit will soon make the ocean its scene of^ 
action. 
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From the western coast of America incursions may be 
made on the whole Indian archipelago, and on the coast 
of Asia itself. If America should ever become a con- 
quering nation, the wealth of India would be more tempt- 
ing than that of Europe, and -equally near at hand. Who 
knows but what this hardy race of " half horse and half 
alligator " may renew the adventures of the Argonauts, 
but change the scene from Colchis to Japan and China? 
We have known a handful of Normans conquer all Italy 
and the most valuable part of France ; why should not a 
nation like the Americans, eminently skilful and daring 
at sea, and possessed of the courage and energy of those 
western settlers, be able to make an impression on the 
civilised barbarians who inhabit the eastern extremities 
of Asia ? At present, the idea is too distant to excite the 
least apprehensions, and it may perhaps be considered 
preposterous; but then no people ever had such a passion 
for emigration and expansion ; and it is therefore not to 
be supposed that the Sea will arrest their progress. Like 
every other commercial nation, the Americans will have 
their colonies, and revive the history of England in the 
new world. When the continent shall be settled, they 
will conquer and subdue the nearest islands, to which 
their naval genius will invite them ; and, having succeeded 
in that, they may venture themselves on the neighboring 
continent. 

As far as our knowledge of history extends, the inhabit- 
ants of our globe have, with but very few exceptions, 
travelled westward. It is even probable, and has lately 
been maintained by a number of writers, that Asia re- 
ceived its first population from the western shores of 
America. Now, why should the most enterprising nation 
on earth — the Anglo-Americans — arrest this general mo- 
tion of the human race, and confine themselves to their 
own borders ? And this, at an age where distances are 
annihilated by steam, and the terrors of the ocean dis- 
armed by the skill of the mariner ? The modern essence 
of European and American civilisation is motion, commu- 
nicated by inspiring life into the masses. That of the 
Asiatics consists in a quiet contemplation of the past, and 
a calm resignation to the future. The civilisation and 
power of the Americans, when they shall have arrived on 
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tihe shores of the Pacific, will have acquired « fearful 
Biomentum, to which the nations of the East will have 
nothing to oppose but inert masses. 

Europe has nothing to apprehend from the Americans. 
Their march is westward ; and they will, in their course, 
sooner reach China, than, by a retrograde motion, the 
land of their own sires. With regard to the powers of 
Europe, the United States will, for a long time yet, act on 
the defensive ; but westward they will expand, and as- 
sume the air of dictators. Besides, Europe will have 
little to tempt the Americans, their own country being 
richer and more fertile, and their commercial interests 
opposed to a maritime war. But the East will hold out 
different allurements, and greater probabilities of con- 
quest. The Americans may proceed to the very coast of 
China, and prevail by superior intelligence. A small 
naval force would be sufficient to reduce the islands, and 
the population of these might furnish the warriors for the 
continent. 

As long as the Americans shall follow their favorite 
inclination of proceeding westward— as long as their coun- 
try shall afford scope for industry and enterprise— as long 
as they shall be able to discover new sources of wealth 
and employment, either within or without their country, 
they will preserve the Union, which protects most effectu- 
ally their own interests, and is the only means of their 
arriving at greatness and power. The United States are 
yet in their infancy; and it would be an anomaly in 
history, to see a young and healthful nation perish, before 
it has reached the climax of its power. 

England must always be a natural ally of America, 
both nations being of the same origin, and the institutions 
and genius of the one, being the elements of greatness in 
the other. Whatever prejudices there may yet exist be- 
tween them, must yield to the soothing influence of time : 
the injuries will be forgotten, the lasting benefits remem- 
bered, and the people of both countries — who never were 
opposed to each other — will look upon each other a« 
children of one and the same family. Why should it be 
otherwise ? Why should political and geographical limits 
iieparate two nations so intimately linked to each other 
bjcomiaiiguiDity, language, customs^ manners, and lawj ! 
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Is not erery new settlement in America an ofispring of 
British genius ? And are the British not invited to enjoj 
and partake of its benefits ? Are the British excluded 
from America ? Does British capital not find its way to 
the far west? And are the inhabitants of the American 
wilderness not consumers of British manufactures 1 Does 
the expanding greatness of America not re-act favorably 
on England ? Is not every new village in America a 
new market for British productions 1 

An Englishman may travel all over Europe and Asia, 
and be a stranger in every country ; but if he proceed to 
the west, he will recognise a whole world as his home. 
If he enter a private dwelling, he will behold the same 
domestic fireside ; in the streets the hum of business will 
be English ; at the halls of justice, he will hear the judges 
expound the laws of his country ; at the theatres, English 
actors will perform English plays ; and on the Sabbath, 
the sanctified stillness of the day will again be a picture 
of England. What, then, is America, but England, re-> 
fleeted in huge proportions, from a spherical mirror ? 
What is England, but the vastness of American genius, 
concentrated and condensed to a focus ? 

The English must see themselves perpetuated in 
America ; while America possesses in the mother coun- 
try a sage mentor, whose political and legislative experi- 
ence is still directing her progress. The only natural 
feeling between England and America is friendship ; 
every other is barbarous, mean, unworthy of either nation, 
and destructive to the interests of both. Enmity between 
England and America cannot advantage either country. 
America, though separated from England, still lends to 
English influence throughout the world; Englaud, though 
no longer ruling over America, is still her guide and in- 
structor ; and the historian, who shall write the future 
history of America, will find his data in England. 

The progress of America reflects but the glory of 
England ; all the power she acquires, extends the moral 
empire of England : every page of American history is a 
valuable supplement to that of England. It is the duty 
of the patriots of both countries, to support and uphold 
each other, to the utmost extent compatible with national 
justice; and it is a humiliating task, either for private 
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individuals or public men, to make the foibles of the one 
the subject of ridicule in the other. 

The English and Americans are the only two nations 
ivhich are really free, and their liberties are based on the 
same law. United, they are sufficient to withstand the 
world : why should they be envious of each other's great- 
ness ? 

There can be no more war between England and 
America ; for it would be detrimental to the liberties of 
both, and interfere with their national advancement. 
The most formidable power of America need not excite 
apprehensions in England ; for it is travelling westward 
— receding from Europe — and may progress for cen- 
turies, before it can come in contact with the most remote 
part of the British empire. In the same manner may 
the power of England increase without exciting suspicions 
in America. England can never endanger the safety of 
the United States ; but her political and moral influence 
may serve as a bulwark to American institutions. 

It is a fortunate circumstance that the British sovereign 
should lately have been the mediator between France and 
America. It is the first act of royal favor extended to 
the Americans for many years, and will afford a proof of 
the disinterested attachment of England to the future 
welfare and prosperity of her daughter. It will serve to 
soothe the angry feelings, which British statesmen and 
British writers have often wantonly roused in their* 
brethren beyond the Atlantic, and be hailed as the har- 
binger of peace and amity between the two greatest 
nations in the world. 

May that friendship never be interrupted ; and may the 
Americans and the English, instead of entertaining un- 
worthy prejudices, cherish that mutual affection to which 
they are invited by the ties of consanguinity, and the re- 
gard due to their mutual perfections. 
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